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Zersoncl end Confidential

6th May 1974 7!(%
Dear Secretary .

My wvife and I spent the weoke-end at the country home in
Eent of lady Kelly.

After dimmer there on Daturday evening I wae able to have
& private chat with Mr Villiam Deedes, M.P., The main

pointe which emerged from our conversation are thesete=

(1) He told me in etrict confidence that he will be
announcing shortly his decision not to contest the
next Election. He is about to acquire some new

interests for which he wvants to be free to devote
more time,

He hinted at dissatiefaction on his own part with

Mr Heath's leadership and mentioned that, at
constituency level in meny parts of the country,
there is growing pressure, perticularly from the young,
for a change. The rumoured sarly return of Sir
Christopher Soumes to a safe seat is mot unconnected
with this. There is no other obvious successor
except Sir Keith Joseph "and he is, of course, an
Orthodox Jew". Goseip incidentally has it that

Hr Deedes is disappointed at not having been included
in the recent Honours list,

(2) vhile Mr Deedes does not exclude the possibility of
& June Flection,he thinks the likelihood of this is
nov diminishing because of the recent muck-raking
"of which there ie more still to come", The Prime
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(3)

(4)

(5)

Department of Foreign Affairs

Minister is undoubtedly under strong pressure to go
to the country in June,and the resulte of the lLondon
Dorough Zlections are hardly likely to reduce that

pressure. Labour has held its position reausonably

well given the fact that it hed a landelide success
in 1971.

A fundemental reappraisal by the Tory Party of its
domestic policy is urgently necessary. A concidersdle
overhaul of previous policies, particularly in the
fields of education, housing and lsbour relations,

ie called for. It will not be easy to get the required
changes vwith Mr Heath as lLeader,

Mr Deedes is peseimistic abeut Sunningdale. It may not
be poseible to contimue the bipartisan yolicy here.
The Council of Ireland is o stumbling block in the
minde of sn increasing number of Tories. There could
also be deep political divisions on the action to be
taken arising out of the lLaw inforcement Commiseion
feport. HMr Deeodes urged the need for close contact
Mu-m&muurauoudmrmhrﬁﬂ
Ireland group. They had, he paid, a most useful
moeting recently with the Minister for Posts and
Telographe. He hoped that our Minister will be free
to see them soon and he will be taking steps to
invite the Miniester,

There is growing doudt in Tory and in come Labour
circles about the effectiveness of Mr Rees as
fecretary of State for Northernm Ireland., There
are doubte about him alse in the North and these
were clearly expressed to Mr Pym during hie recent
vieit there, The Secretary of State is "for one
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thing allowing himself to be too much the instrument
of his Civil Yervente."” By comtrast, the Minister
of State, Mr Orme, is thought to be doing a good
job.

(6) 4 change in the leadership of the SILP may be a
€ood thing. There are signs that Gerry Fitt is

incrensingly losing the confidence of some of his
senior colleagues,

(7) Harry vest is well regarded in Westminster, as he
is in the Norch, Craig ie perhaps the moet dangerous
of the loyalist politicisms there, He is unbalsnced,
andy,in his present frome of mind, would have no

hesitation in giving encouragement te violence
from hie side,

On our way back to London yesterday afterncon we visited
mmummrm.dnmdutm#

lady Kelly the previous evening, His family seat is or
vas in County intrim, and he has alvays been regarded

88 a very moderate Unionist. In fact he has, on ooccasions,
been fairly helpful to eur point of view in debates in

the House of Lords, He coneistently refused during the
years to join the Orange Order,

He wsnts Sunningdale to be given eovery chance even though
huudenbt!\nutomthununnmd. He is

not enthusiastic about a Council of Irsland s envisnged,
but is prepared to support the idea of s Council with
limited Ixecutive functions of a non-voliticsl charsoter,
As an ardent Tory he doubte whether Labeur policy on

the North will be sufficiently couragecus and positive,
Vhile he respects the present Secretary of ftate personally,
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his feeling is that, eo far at any rate, Mr Rees is
failing to get a grip on the sisuation.

lord Hassereene claimed to be in close touch with the
Unioniets at Vestminster., He is doing his best to
influence them t0 modify their attitude to the Ixecutive.
The soomer they realise that Vestminster really wants

to be rid of the Horth the scomer will there be &
hope of pezce. This is the line he is teking with them.

from my conversations at the weekeend with lLord Magsercene,
with Villiam Deedes snd with Mr Montgomery Fyde, whom

I also met in Kent, 1t was clear that Mr McIvor's

propesale for integrated education had mede & considerable
impect on them. They all deplored »in no uncertain terms,

the first reaction to these rroposale shown by representatives
of the Catholic Church,

Yours eincerely
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