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JOINT STATCMENT BY THT SDLP EXDCUTIVE COMMITTEZ AND ASSEMBLY PARTY

1. REALITIUS AND PRTIICIPLES ¢
1.1. Northern Ireland is not an econonic, social, cultural or geo~
graphic unit, & majority of its population are Unicnieis who have,

in the past, regarded the wuion of Northern Ireland and Great Britain
as the best nethod of nroserving their corounity &nd its way of life.
More than one third of its population regard theuselves as part of the
wider Irish comnunity. %The minimal congensus which enables other
comnunities to crect a framework within which to contain iheir polit-~
ical conflicts and regulate their social and econcmic life is here
absent. Political instability is built into the very fabric of the
state,

- 1.2, 1If the people of Northern Ireland are to govern themselves
peacefully, denocrgtically and liberally their institutions of govern-
pent must reflect these realiticn, fThey nust take account of the
divisions within Horthera Irelend, the conflicting national identities
and the spucial relationships that Northern Ireland will always have
with Great Britain arnd the Reopublic of Ireland. No anount of polit=—
ical rhetoric will nske these realities any less real. ]

1.3. SDLP policy has consistently recognised these realities. It
is based on two Principles - that all sections of the Northern people
should have access, by right, to the decision maling process at all
levels, and that the two national identities rust be recognised in
‘Northern Ireland's releticns with Great Britain and the Republic of
Ireland. These principles underlay the Party's original policy docu-
nent "Towards a New Ireland", the Feriy's Manifesto for the 1973
Assenbly and ithe ifebruary 1974 elections and the Sunnmingdale agree=
nent which the Party helped to negotinte., The principles remai

y valid regardles of the status of Northern Ireland. It is the prin-

- - cipleo to which the Porty is attached; the detailed institutional
arrangements have alvays been open o negotiation., These principles
are expresged in power-sharing and in an Irish dinension - Power-
sharing in Government and an Irish dinension expressed through agreed
North/South instituticns,

1.4, These are the principles which this Party believes are the bamis
of any lasting solution - principics which allow for present realities
and are flexzible enoush to permit the evolution of new and better
coununi ty relationships baned on understanding and friendsiip rather
than prejudice and fear. fThese arc the principles which have been
accepted by the DBritish Government and Parliaonent, the Irish Govern-
nent and Parliacent and a yide spzctrun of opinion within Northecrn
Ireland., These are the principles which have received a wider con-
sensus of support in.thece islands than any other proposced scluticn.
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2.1, However, ve are gravely concerned that the failure of the
present British Government to uphold the fully agreed solution based
on these principles gllied to their present policy as expressed in
the White Paper, seriously undermincs the possibility of achieving

a solution based on thoso principies end could in fact lad to deeper
and nore disastrous conflict in this community end in these islands.

2.2, The present White Paper lacks clarity and dirdctien and has
inherent and dangercus contradictions. On the one hand the inpression
is clcarly given that the people of Northern Ireland are free to sors
out their own problems at a Convention of cleetoed representatives an
on the other that the nost casantial elenents of any solution - powecr=-
sharing and an Irish dicension - sre alrcady laid down, Leyalists
have accepted the former and are ignoring the latter and clearly
intend to enforce their will follewing such clections. Should this
happen and should the British Governnent sub=it yot agein, the con-
sequences for tiesc islands would be very grave. It is therefore of
parenount inportance that before any election takes place to a
Constitutional Convention that the electorate in K. Irzland ars i
no doubt vhatscever of the conditions under which such an elsction
will take place. rower-shoring in Govermment and an Irish Dinensic:
expressed through agreed North/Souta institutions must be clecrly
stated to be non-negoticble. Both Soverign Governments should make
this declaration., Then this whole connunity can get down to the
task of building a stable and lasting pecace,

J+ KEW STTUATION

3.1. In the cvent of the Loyalist population rejecting thoese terzs,
denocratically accented by the overwhelning najority of people in
these islonds, and which guarantze the rights and aspirations of both
scctions cf the Northorn Irish connunity, in favour of a renewal of
domination by one section over another, then a new situstion will
cuierge involving a radicul reappreisal of their pesition by both
Soverign Governnents.,

3.2, 1In such an cventuality the policy of this Party will'be clear

and unconprotising., In view of tho situation which would exist in
Horthorn Iralangvin such circunstances and the evident unwillingness

of the Loyalist population to accept the terms laid down by the
Governiuent and Parliancent of the United Kingden for the good govern-
nent of lNorthern Ircland, we believe that it would be incvitable then
that the fundamental basis of British policy towards Northorn Ireland
since 1920 would have to be re-examined. It would be evident that the
attitude of the Loyalist populations would ot that stage evea furth-
er poison thc relationships not cnly within Noxthern Ireland, sot only
between Nerth and South in Ircland, but between Ireland and Eritain,
Such a spall nincrity - Just over 1% -« of tho population of these
islands could no longer be allowed tof rustrate the agrecd will of
all the rust of the British and Irish people by their intransigzence
and their refusal to asroe to terns which would provide for justice

and stability in lerthern Irel:nd and which would be supported by

the entirc Fritich and Irish forlicacnts as well os a substantial sect-
ion of Horthern Ir:land opinion itsels.

3.5. The basis of British policy has slways been a gucrantee to the
Unicnist populaticn of Northern Ireland that they could racsin within
the Unifed fingdon so long as a majority so wished, Icplicit in such
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guarantees vas the wnderstanding that the sar: unionist population
would cecept and abnide by the policics leid down by successive British

Governixents and Parlicuents for the good govarnment of Northem Ircland.
In the nev mituation we arc now censidering, hewever, a pajority cf
wnicnists, through their clected representatives would have interpret-
ed them guarantees as o licencs to doninate the ainority in Horthern
Ireland ond deprive then of basic civil rights. In these circumstances
we believe that the unionist porulation would have foregene cny right
to such guxranteces and that the susranties enshrined in the Governnent
of Ireland act 1820, the Ireland fet 1943 and the Northern Ircland
Constitution Act 1973 would bLave to be withdrawm.

S+4. If this new situntion should develop, therefore, we shall call
on the Pritish Governuent to declare a new basis to its policy and to
declare thet it will remain in NHorthern Ireland only until such tine
as zgreed inctitutions of Government arc established which allew the
people of Ircland, North and South, to live togcther in horoony peace
and indepeudence. The British Government should noke it clear at that
stage that it will use 211 its influcnce and power to bring about a
situation in which Irizh people of Jifferent traditions con build

- institutions of Govormment to provide for the lasting peace ard stabe

ility on this island and for new and harnonicus relations with Britain
itself. It should secl: the full co-opcration of the Govermnent and
Porlianment or the ..zpublic of Ircland and the people of Iiorthern
Ircland in achieving those cbjcetives and chould set in troin the
political and constitutionnl stops required to bring ther: about.
Inplicit in such a policy would be the ruling out oi indefinite direct

. yule, on independent Northern Ireland, intcgration with Great Britain

er a new pertition of Korthern Ireland. For our part, we should insist
that any ncv institutions nust respect and protoct the different trad-
itions in this island, -
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