
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2005/7/603  

Title: Draft memorandum for the Government on the 
proposal of Garret FitzGerald, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, to establish The Reconciliation 
Trust Fund to assist groups promoting better 
relationships within and between the two 
communities in Northern Ireland and between 
both parts of Ireland. Accompanied by a 
covering letter from [CN Nolan] of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to D Nally, 
Assistant Secretary in the Department of the 
Taoiseach.  

  
Creation Date(s):    18 April, 1974 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach	

© National Archives, Ireland	



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach	

© National Archives, Ireland	

r 

ROINN GNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
DEPART M E N T OF FOREIG N AFFAIRS 

BAI LE ATHA CLlATH 2 

NI/53/l I1 ~
DUBLlN 2 I 

- /NN. ,.., fl 7~ . 

1 ./ I')J ~ yv-J-v V 
" ~) 

~ ~~~'d ... 
-;, ~ tl»~ ~ ~l ~J.,' 

J. f.. D.NI ~ IrI:)N ~r J c~ 
, ..... ~e(........,~) 

~ 
Cfo\ .~~ I .1 H . 

~ J../~"J'. JL 

( w/JJ ~ ~ ~ 
Dear Nally 

I 0 ~pril 1974 

~ . 
I am enclosing copy of a draft 1eMor ndum for the ~4'4 
Government on the roposal of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to establish a fund entitled The Reconciliation 
Trust Fund, which would assist groups promoting better 
community relationships within and between the two 
communities in Northern Ireland and between both parts 
of Ireland. A draft of the Deed which would establish 
the Trust is also enclosed together with a background 
note on the proposal. 

MacInerney of the Department of Finance has now indicated 
that their view, which is endorsed by the 'inister for 
Finance, is that because of the important and sensitive 
issues involved, the matter should in the first instance 
be referred to the Interdepartmental Unit on Northern 
Ireland for their views and that until the Unit's views 
are available it would be premature to discuss the draft 
documents with the Department of Finance. 

Accordingly, if you see no objectjon, it is proposed to 
convene an early meeting of the I.D.U. to discuss this 
proposal. 

Yours sincere 

0J\~ 
Mr. D. Nally 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of the Taoiseach 
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flg~0t'lClbIA1:r.QN TRUST FUND 

~Ji9.!:.Ql.1 ad N o:t!t 

In March 1913. the Minister initiated an enquiry at departmentul 
level into the practical measures which might be undertaken to 

- Contribute to better relations between groups and 
individuals on a North/South basis and to 

- Contribute to improved relations b0tween the two 
communities in Northern Ireland. 

Some preliminary ideas were evolved,. in Anglo-Irish Sect1.on as u 

result of which, on 7th May, the Minister wrote to the Taoiseach 
and Minister for Finance outlining proposal~ envisaged for a 

S:;ommunity RelQ.tioQs Fund whose object wculd bo to finclOce activitios 
which would, 1n sum, meet the above criteria. 

In June the idea was cdnvassed at a meeting attended by cer.toin 
people engaged in community work and cross-bordor projects in the 
South and a representativQ group of Northorners engaged in r;imilcJr 

activities. 

Following this meeting drdft terms of rcfcrcnco ~nd draft regulations 
fot' tho Ddministrution of the Tl'U.~t wore cb:'cuLltod to tho 

p",rticipant!.i and other upproprio:ltc t'ort hl: .cn cont~l(~t.r. fcl.' 0) ~ifH·V"t5.0fl~ 

T'". I un,. urn'-:.nt;'+ ~ on \",..1 r .• , CA fr>'r'.'. "/I,:)d r~o~ I, 1011\1 I •• t.hu t )"" , .. \ I .... , .. id . .. .... ....; ..." u. ~ • _ v _ • .. '-Oil 110# "'" ... ..., v .., _ •• _ ... 'I........ , .. .. ,. . _ '\, I' ... , •• _ .. r...;; , .... v.. .." H - .. ~ ~ 

In Augu st, Lady Wic}' low. who had been Dt t ha Juno mf'ct lng. ( .• <! ve 

notice of the set Ling IIp of th~ SteerilvJ C()[Tlllli i~ teo to 511pc:.'I'Vl,Se t 111-
er;tabl1shiiLnt of r) C .otro for Reconci.li."tioll in (U~:Il:;.r. C::~ An rJlo­

Iri ~b Sect ion ha s ke pt up to dJ to with th<:! de\'~lopir.ent of this 
project since that timo. 

In September, in a cco::dance with ob~ervat.ions turOl.ShE'Q by 1 (;.rt hi:~:;:-;'; 

Irelal'ld contacts rpn"rd~p r, e 9 Ut'''' or- th r . +ernl 'Iooth CO!:1r.1U;1; .. (.i·.?~·:··r ~ -'-.; ~ - ,":). ...... .,;,)- ... -.., . 
revised teTIn~ of reference were forw~rded to the Dep~rtment or 
Fiounce with Cl r{~quc:t for <; -mct ton to Int..,..c~:PC(! d supplement.7s·q' 

e~timc3te of £3C) , 000 for use a s a grant-in·. a id. In Oct~b2r 1 the; t .t: .. m', 

of refercH C(l cnd u dx'aft t.k.nora ndu ... fOl' 'the GO'l(:?rnment 'NC:CC for'.,,:-:·. 

'Lo the Chief strJte SolicitOl' with ':l requcs~ for c~ssistance in d:cc.,: ',p· 

tlP a d;:\.dt Dcod 0-; Tl'U$t .Jod foX' 3G .... JC8 on the? 10g<::l1 or ,J(.II:-;ir.:::;~:r ~·.:-' 

~ifficultic5 'Nblch t: i,:ht Le invQlvl.cl. 
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by ( h;~ H.' sot 0 U t t h ~ n cJ m e I dl cl l' C. S S 

drtd oc (; U pd L.i on of \.~D Cl 1 of Lih: prupos cd T rus Lee s) 

(hereinaft(~r called Lhe lITrusL0i.:S Il \':h-ich (:xpres~ic..'n shc;ll .i.c:.::J.U:i0 

any per son for t h2 t ir::c\ be ir. 9 held j.n; c f fi cc 0 S a II'u stG~ und2r 

~l " .:: . l' D I) ".12 prOV1S10f)S 0.1. -":flJ.S eeu 

Good of the re0ple of the Republic of Ireland and ~orth~r~ Irel~nd 

a~d foi the Common Good of the people of Northern Irel~nd and for 

the Common Good of \furious S(~ci.ors 01 the people of Northl:J'n Irelc.: nd , , 
in all or any of the followj.ns wZJys:-

-. 

betw28r1 soci.:d and corr.mu::i.ty :~roi.'ps in t~!e Sc=puolic :nd 

sJ::1l1ar groups in NClrtbern I:::-!:.:L,nd 

(j.i ) by fncJking fincJnci~ll ~ssistunc8 2vaili;hJ.0 to prC'j~~cL5 

o r clevelopmc.'nt of hJrmonioLls and/or fruitful reL;tions~:.--

betw'?cn S'.2ctOl'S of tl')(~ comrnuni'Ly 1(1 i'ior.'Lil'-:rn IF21':.lIrj 

( iii ) 

efforts of soc3.al ~nd cOinrr,unH.y sroups in north(:.c!~ =_'..:2.<..,' 

which are seeking to understand ~Gd to i~provc the 

econo~ic , soci~l , cnvironment~l ~nd cultur~l co~ditio~s 

j n ~Jhicr. tL~y live 

by 
( i v) / t 11'..~ 5 e 1 e c t i () n and / 0 r L he in i i. L~ L ion I v; i 1 h 5 P (: cL; 1 

of projc:ct::; ~roposcd lo furth':'r the ai;;1s of the TrlJst ~·r.d 

.'through fir'.;ncing s'-.Ich projoc1..s as Uv..' Doc,rd of TrustE.'es 

d0cm \,,'o:.:-thy of suppo:::,t from t 'r:~ Fund in whole or :i n par~:. 

thou9h such WdYS are not , the only \~/()\' S , 

.' 
p - .' .-. 
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