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I am enclosing copy of a draft Memorandum .for the 414
Government on the proposal of the Minister for Foreign
Affairs to establish a fund entitled The Reconciliation
Trust Eund, which would assist groups promoting better
community relationships within and between the two
communities in Northern Ireland and between both parts

of Ireland, A draft of the Deed which would establish

the Trust is also enclosed together with a background

note on the proposal.

MacInerney of the Department of Finance has now indicated
that their view, which is endorsed by the Minister for
flnancer is that because of the important and sensitive
1ssues involved, the matter should in the first instance
be referred to the Interdepartmental Unit on Northern
Ireland for their views and that until the Unit’s views
are available it would be premature to discuss the draft
documents with the Department of Finance.

Accordingly, if you see no objection, it is proposed to
convene an early meeting of the I.D.U. to discuss this
proposal.

Yours sincerely

Cal

Mr, D. Nally
Assistant Secretary
Department of the Taoiseach
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RECONGILIATION TRUST FUND

Backaround Note

In March 1973, the Minister initiated an enquiry at departmental
level into the practical measures which might be undertaken to

- Contribute to better relations between groups and
individuals on a North/South basis and to

~ Contribute to improved relations between the two
communities in Northern Ireland.

Some preliminary ideas were evolved, in Anglo-Irish Section as a
result of which, on 7th May, the Minister wrote to the Taoiseach
and Minister for Finance outlining proposals envisaged for a
Community Relations Fund whose object would be to finance activities
which would, in sum, meet the above criteria.

In June the idea was canvassed at a meeting attended by certaln
people engaged in community work and cross=-border projects in the
South and a representative group of Northerners engaged in similar
activities.

Following this meeting draft terms of reference and draft regulaticns
for the administration of the Trust were circulated to the
participants and other appropriate Northern contacts for ohservations
This documentation was alsce forwarded, 20th July, te the Depavtment
of Finance (Mg. O Carra).

In August, Lady Wicklow, who had been at the June meeting, gave
notice of the setting up of the Steering Commiitee te supervise the
establishment of & Centre for Reconciliation in Glanzree. Anglo=-
Irish Section has kept up to date with the development of this
preject since that time.

In September, in accordance with observations furnished by Noxrthern
Ireland contacts regarding, e.g. use of the texm "both communities?,
revised terms of reference were forwarded to the Department of
Finance with a request for sanctlon to introduce a supplementaxy
estimate of £30,000 for use as a grant-in-aid. In October, the terms
of reference and a draft Memorandum for the Government were forwarded
to the Chief State Solicitor with a request for assistance in drawing
up a draft Deed of Trust and for advice on ithe legal or admi :
difficulties which wmight bé involved.
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and occupation of each of the proposed Trustees)
(hereinafter called the "Trustees" which expression shell include
any person -for the time being helding cfiice as a Trustee under

the provisions of this Deed)

s des 1ed to establish a trust for the Common

e

WHEREAS it

{2b

Good of the people of the Republic of Irelend and Northern Ireland
and for the Common Good of the people of Northern Irelend and for
the Common Good of various sectors of the people of Northern Irelend
in all or any of the following ways:i-

(1) by meking financial assistance available to projezcts
designed to contribute to the esta 1blishme », mzintenance
or development of harmenious and/or fruitful relstionships
between social and community groups in the Republic 2nd

similar groups in Northern Ireland

(4i) by meking financial essistunce availsble to prejects

ot ¥

designed to contribuie to the esteblishment, mzintenance
or development of harmonious and/or fruitful relationships
between sectors of the community in Morinern Ireleand

(iii) . ¢ by making financizl assisicnce available to help tha
efforts of sociel and communily groups in Morthern Lrelend
which are secking to understand and to improve the

economic, social, environmental and cultural conditions

.*J

)
a

in which they live | ' : - :

oy -
(iv) /the selection end/or the initistion, with specizl

reference 1o their comparative valus snd effectiveness,
of projocts proposed to further the aims of the Trust znd
v ‘throuch firancing such projects as the Board of Trustees m
- -

deem wo:th% of support from the Fund in whole or in part

though such ways are not, and ere not intended to be the only ways
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