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1. A meeting of the Inter<Departmental Unit on Northern Ireland was

held in the Department’of Foreign Affairs, at Iveagh House, on
Wednesday. 23rd October, 1974, The members present werei

Mr. D FNa 1ly (Chaoirman), Department eof the Taoiseach,

Nr, 5 Donlon. Department of Foreign Affairs (for part of the
! Ifli.el..l.u:“.

My, T, 6 Cofaigh, Department of Finance.
Mr., S. Brosnan (Alternate member), Department of Dsfance,

Mro. Po Colwell (Alternste member), Department of Justice.

Also present were Mr, W, Kirwan, Depaitment of -the Taciseach,

Mr. J. McColgan and Mr, T. Bolster, Department of Foreign
Affairs, Mz, M., Healy, Department of Defence, Mr. L. Murphy,
Department of Finance and Mr, D, Whelan, Department of Health,
Following the Covernment decision of 22/10/74 (S.18717 C), the
Unit considered how it should respond to the Government's request
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to investigate and to report on what planning arrangements mightg, |

be made for the furnishing of supplies to distressed and isvlatec

Catholic communities in the event of a total breakdown in

-, Northern Ireland and failure by the British authoritles to provids

essentlal supplies. The meeting also considered what further
study should be undertaken on the related matters of provision
for a large scale influx of refugees inclﬁdinq ﬁrovision of
medical care, in the event of a situation such as that just
menticned arising in Noxthern Ireland.

i
1t was agreed that the Department of Defence should provide &
note on the implications of providing for refugees on two

assumptions, (1) that the number of refugees involved woulc

be up to 10,00C and (2) that the nuﬁber might reach.loo 000,

The note should cover the positicn in relation to all tha
resources - personnel, finance, accommodation and $0 on - that
would be required to meet a situation of the kind postulated and

whether any legislatlve changes were necessary.
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It was agreed that the Degartmdnt of Health sheuld prepare a

note on the capacity available in hospitals in border areas
to deal with casualties which might enter the State from _
Northern Ireland. .That Department might aslso prepare a
note an the longer term question of the additional health
care p!i'cvisinn that would be needed to provide for the
health meeds of additions to the population ef (1) 10,000 and

(2) 100,000, resuliing from Nerthern troubles.

It was agreed that the Deppriront of Justica should supply

paragraphs on the implications of providing meterial supplies
to Catholic groups within Nerthern Ireland, having regard

to the likellhood that in a situation of civil distucbances,
Catholic areas might be subject te the ecntrol of the
Pz_:ovisional IRA,

It was agreed that material might also be drafted by the
Departments of the Teaolseach and Foreign Affairs o'? the
apparently rather bleak possibilities of providing supplies to
Catholic communities within Nozrtherm Irelsnd in the event of

any of the situstions postulated arising.

It was also agreed that it would be helpful to establish the
scope of the present activities of the United Natiens High
Commissionar for Refugees and alse, what that Pody would be
able te dec in the event of a lorge scale refugee situation in
this country., It was agreed thast any information on these
matters should be gathered in a discreet mannew.

L

'Ihg meeting noted the paper which had been prepayred by
Mre. Murphy of the Department of Finance on the cost of
repartition. It was egreed that this paper might be

incorporated, mutatis rutondis. inte a more genaeral report on

_ negotiated independence and neqgotisted repartition, in resgonse

to the request for studies on these matters in the Government
decision of 18th July, 1974,
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It was agreed that all reports would be furnished within about
ten days of the date of the meeting.

A start is to be made by the Departments of the Taoiseach and
Foreign Affairs to get together the framework of a report on
the issées now before the Unit.

4

© Natiohal Archives, Irelarid’

-

N —

TR

T

P T R R T

e -



	400001.tif
	400002.tif
	400003.tif

