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When we met on 7 March I promice

thought joint action te cdeal wi
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conlyi be Improved.

- eperational co-operation and te cal co-operation.

fhe object of these meetings would bpe to dirscl studies

trends, 4o establish common guidance for future snti-

establish agrevd procedures,

Further down tke line, we think fthere weuld

tne security forces working in suppcri of uniis
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intelligance and signals) also had regular mectings witl

exchenge srecialist information. Similarly, could ihe

of iechuical expertd, such as those ensgazed in bouwd
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investications, and those responsible for the se
I1f necessary these regular ueetings
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One of tke problems whach I know ycu

yoles of the army and police are nmot thc same north
be authorised to maxe contact and co-operate

would of course involve & nei
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T {hink ihere are itwo aspects of this, which are of course inter-related

an oxcellent start was made with the meeling tetween the Cornis
Grief Consiable on 3 January and there has bacn somz further

veburen the two Chief Officers of Police and between the 1wo Army Chicis

curity of ezplosives

could be augrentad by
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work of gecure communication

.kPPFNDIX VI

Northern Irelena Office
Siormont Castie
Belizst 8T4 33T

29 march 1974
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we »each agreerent thet the police and the arumy on cach side of the border
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disyosal, forensic and b2

was wost readily availabvle on the other side whenever an incident occurred?

bvelween all four
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to send you a note of any points on which we

jin the border areac,
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regular meciings

or force {police or army

sossible to follow this up with mectings at reguler intexrvals, szy monkhly,
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organisations involved. We would nend advice {rom our technical experts on what
was necessary, what it would cost ctc, but could you agree to an ecrjy neeting of
communication experts to discuss how such a network might be establiched, with
jnstractions to report jointly to the two governments? If we could extend the

. . = ot . o dhd oy me
arrangenent to include sea-borne operations against gun-runners SO much the betier.
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If we could get something going on all these lines, we could see it leading pretiiy
rapidly not only to the exchange and co-ordimtion of plans for future activity
between the various specialists, but also to the automatic daily exchange of
incident vgﬂor*s between the units concerned and their cross-border counterpart
after cvcr5 border incident. To get the full value from this, we think that these
reports should be discussed at regular, say weekly, meetings for each sector between
police and soldicrs from both sides of the border to enable planning tp be kept

flexible and up-to-date,
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One other practical point is the complex system we have at present for either side 1o
obtain clzarance for cross-torder flighte. We might be able to agree to simplify the
procedure so that authority for such flights could be given at local level for

specific urgent tactical purposes.

T know that you will want to consider all this with your colleagues; I would like
to propose that a small group of the Ministers mainly conc corned in our iwo goveramenis,

together vwith a few of their advisers including of ccurse army and police ha,*q,
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should meei confidentially to discuss the problem and our propesals for improvi
joint co-opcration. I am asking Sir Arthur Calsworthy to discuss with you the lype
of points to which we think such a Conference could usefully address itself and tlo
give you a list of border incidents since 1 March.
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There is now consideratle urgency about this. The tragic 1nu1dents over last weex-=:
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serve to stress now important it is that sowzihing more cshould be done on the border 3
the lives of innocent civilians and of the security forces are to be saved. And, in
political terms, the ne2d tc take action, and to be seen to be taking acticn, is of
vital importance in order tc create the circumstances in vhich we can go forward, with
the agrecment of the Northern Ireland Executive, towards the ratification of the
Sunningdale communique. I hope, therefore, that we can very soon proceed with the

proposals in this letter.
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