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28 Feabhra, 1974-

B:D!I".iOIUuJDUtvI FOR THE GOIT lRliIT Ie;NT 

AGR3JjNj~NT B J'rvlBl!]N IRI8H AND BRITI SH GOV ~PJi[rr::NTS: -_ ... - - -- - ------
COUNCIL OF IRELAND 

1 _ On 28 Eanair , 1974 , the Government settled (Ref. No. S.18966/D) 
on the text of the proposed Statut~ of the Council of Ireland, 
on the basis of a draft pre pared by the Office of the Attorney 
General . The draft Statute was sent to the British Government 
and the Northern Ileland Executive on 6 February, 1974 for 
examination.. It was envisaged tha t the Sta tute would be 
accompanied by an Agreement between the Irish and British 
Governments, the main effect of which would be tha t a Council 
of Ireland should be established . The proposed text of the 
Agreement is attached . 

2. The Ta oisea ch now seeks the approva l of the Government 
(1 ) to the text of this draft Agreement and 

(2 ) to its t ransmission by the Minister for Foreign 
Aff, ,irs to the British Government and to the 
Nort h ,orn Ireland Lxecutive , as a draft document, 
subject to any minor drafting cha nges , which may 
be found necessary . 

This procedure is a necessary preliminary to the formal 
Conference betvleen the two Governments and the Northern 
Ireland Executive . 
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2. 

Agr~ed Iv\inute 

The Agreement which follows will be accompanied 

by an agreed minute to be signed by the Irish 

and British Governments and the Parties comprising 

the Northern Ireland Executive • 
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The Govcrllment of JJ'CI~dlcl (~nd the Govel'lllJ'lent o[ the: U;Jite(l J-Ungclorn rn('ctj)~:.; 

in conference v/lth 0he rep'rc~;cntdtivcs of the l~ortheJ:n IrclCLllcl Execuli"C:.f: 

RECALLING that at the Conference held at SUl1ningdale from~ 6 t.o 9 ))c;cewLc)', 

) 973 -

The hi 5h C overnmcnt 
fully accepted and so l em,nly 
decl ared th(,LL there could be 
no char~l'1'e in the status of 

o 

l'~o)'th er n Ireland unUI Cl 

m a jority of Lhe peoplc of 
North crn Ireland de sired a 
chance in th at s t a tu s . 

HAVE .l\.GREI:D AS FOLLO'\VS. 

The 131'iti~; h Government 
so) crnnl y decltlr ed that it \va s , 
and would rern;:dn , t heir 
poli cy to f;uppor( the wish~s 
of the majority of the people 
of N 0 l' t 1) er n Ire 1 cl n cl. The 
present sta.tus of Nor thern 
1re) a)1<1 is th at it is part of 
th e Unit ell K i 7'lgcloJ)'1. If in 
1he' future ~ hc mCljol~ity of the 
people of Northern }rclan d 
shou] tl i ndica t e?.. wish to 
bccom e part of Cl unit e d Ireland, 
th~ Briti s h Gov e rnrn en L would 
support that wish. 

: , , ' 

Article J • .: '. . . ' ;' , .... '. .... 

.. (1,) A Coun~i1 of Ireland shall be established in accorJance with the 

provisions set out in the Sta tuL e of the Council of Irela nd anr.excd hereto. 

(2) Each of the Contracting Parties shall undertake such en<.'..ctments 

,' and other me,lsures as Inay be required to give full effect to those provisio!ls. 

. . ~ . 

, : '" . '.' , Art.icle 2. 
, " 

. The Contracting Part.ies shall invite ~he Council of Mini8ter0 of the Council 

(I( Jre]al1c11o ron s lde)' jn wh ~ 1 mrtnn~'(' l'he nl'inr~') )fo,", of lht~ F.uronCrln ... . 
Convention for the Protect.ion of Human Rights and Fundamental FreedOlns shou] 

be expressed in each p a rt of Ireland and to recom,mend whether further 

legi slation or the creation of other institutions, a 'drninistrative or judicial 

. (not excluding recornme~da tion s as to the functions to be given ,t~ an 

Ombud srnan or CornrnissiQller [0), Cornplaints or as to other arrangelnents 
, , 

, of ~ similar nature) is requirecl in either part of, or covedng tbe whole of, 

Ireland to provide: additional protection in th e field of human rights. 
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Article 3 

(1) The Government of Irela;)(l shall provide for the establishment of Cl 

Police Authority as soon as m.ay "he and [.:));:'..ll con[;ult v/5th the Council o! 

:Mjnistcrs of the Council of Ireland on Ule mC!king of appointments to tllC s~!id 

\ 

l\.ulhority. \ 
(2) The Government of the United I-(ingdom 5h("!1l consult with the l'\ortllCl"n 

Ireland Executive on the making of appointnlents to the Northern Ireland 

Police Authority after the Executive has consulted the Cou nc il of IviinisLcl" S 

of the Coundl of Ireland. 

(3) The lwo Police.AuthodUes 5ha'11 adopt arrangemenLs for co-opc::raUoll 

und e2-" the auspices of the Council of Ireland with a view to improvin g policing 

Ou'oughout the whole of Ireland and rJe"eJopirlg conllnun5ty identificallon w:'~h 

and support for the p01ice services. 

(/1) An inoep('nc1ent complaints procedure for cletiljng wlth compJ2.intk ar;a1nsr 

the po1ke IJ.n each p<trt of hclan5!! shall 1.Je set up E!nc.ler tIle auspices of tlle 

Coundl of Jrelan<ij. lSuch procedure could Le associated with any f\1r~ctions 

. .. 
whkh ml ght be recom.rnended for an Ombudsman or a Com!ll.is sio:J.e r {or 

Complaint s foll o\ving the deliberation s provided for in Article 3/ . 
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Oifig an Taoisigh 

S . 18966 E 7 Marta , 1974. 

MEMORANDUfIII FOR TH.c: GOV.tlRNMENT 

Agreement between Irish and British Governments: 
Council of Ireland 

1 . At their meeting on the 1st March, 1974 , the Goverl1ment 

approved (S . 18966 E) the text of a draft Agreement between 

the Government and the British Government concerning the 

establishment of a Council of Ireland and related matters . 

The Government 1 s approval '\vas on the basis of the insertion 

in the draft of a recital incorporating so much of the toxt, 

or the substance , of paragraphn 3 and 4 of the Sunningdale 

comrrrunique as might be decided by the Taoiseach and the 

Attorney General , and certain other amendmentso 

2 . These amendments have been incorporated in the attached draft 

of an Agreement , with the exception that the Taoiseach and 

the Attorney General propose that the text of paraeraphs 3 

and 4 of the Sunningdale communique should be incorporated 

as a substantive part of the Agreement rather than as a 

recital to it . 

3 . The Taoiseach seeks the approval of the Government 

(1) to the text of the draft Agreement as amended and 

(2) to its transmission by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to the British Government and to the 
Northern Ireland Executive, as a draft document , 
Subject to any minor drafting changes which may 
be found necessary. 
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