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AJQ 1. The Ambassador arrasged to call on the Minlster again this mernin

k¢jwﬂﬂ to report on the situation in the North overnight. So far as the

ﬂﬁlﬁf U.kieC. strike is concsrned, Lhe army had opened 5 or 6 main access

Up ',l routes into Belfaslt du uriag the night and they had succ¢eeded in

Cjﬁ/“ removing road-blocks on main thoroughfares The British Goveronent

Al IS; had now bteen obliged to commit the army. They would have liks=d the

M strikxe to have been broken by public opinlicn and would have

belT

o =aE preferred to have involved the RUC in the security operation. That
is why they were holding the army back. However, the army is now
engaged bul the authorities still wish to avold a confrontation,
thereiore today the army will engage in "steady work rabher than
specvacular assault work". It was still nobt clear how solid is
the support for the strike among Protestant workers. It could
craeck overnight but then again it could anarden.

e ine Ambassador then asked the Minicter whether we had received
detalls of the agreement reached last night within the Horthern
lreland ixecutive. The Minister said that we had received some
reports but did not t{hink chey had reached agreement. Continuing,
the Ambassador said that the Seceretary of State and Mr. Frank
Cocper had joined the Executive meeting yesterday aftornoon., i,
Rees read to them the statement which was about to be made in the
House ¢f Commons by Stanley Orme, Mirnister of State, and urged them
to come to a positive decisien on the Council of Ireland. At 7.20
Brian Pavlkner and Gerry Fitt had informed Mr. Rees and Frank Coopes

j(. that they had reached azréement on implementation and that they woul
il be meeting again this morping te finalise the matter. The only
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ﬁ\ren by Messrs. Faulkner and Fitt represented the views of the full
Lxecutive. The Ambassador szid that they were reporting on the
Executive discussions and not on their own views. He went on to say
that since the agreement is likely to be finalised during the day,
he expected to be instructed to convey the agreed proposals to the

Minister and this would probably occur during the afternoon.

3e The Minister said that this news was encouraging. It went beyond
what we had from our contacts. The Ambassador ccnfirmed further that
Frank Cooper had probed the matter and was assured by both Brian
Paulkner and Gerry Fitt Lhat there were no points of disazreement.
The Minister said that this was certainly gecod te hear in view of
the Unionist Assembly Party's backbenchers! statement which, however,
was not so bad on a seccnd reading, if one read it carefully. The
Ambassador stressed again the intervention by the Secretary of State
and Mr, Cooper who "burst in on the Executive meeting unherslded to
make it as dramatic as possible", They said:~ "You've got to reach
agreement"., They then withdrew. This occurred at 2.30 p.m. and scme

on e .
5 hours later the news of the agreement was conveyed as related avove.

'; L. It was agreed that nothing should be said to the press at this point.
The Minister expressed concern at some reports of yesterday's meeting
which went into detail that he had not himself given to Journalists,
although he had been questioned on leaving the Department after the
meeting and had replied in general terms. It was pointed out that
some details of yesterday's meeting were inaccurate and were therafore
probably based on earliep speculation about the subjects to be
discussed. The Minister said to the Ambassador he was sorry if tha
reports caused any embarrassment. This was accepted by the Ambassador

without any indication of concern,

Co¥, Whelan

21/5/197% .
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