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Department of the Taoiseach

Parochial House
The Diamond
Pomeroy 80 Tyrone
8 August 1974

Desth of Patrick Mc Elhone, Liwehill, Pomeroy, on 7tk August 1974,

re. g

¥

The father of the decessed is Peter Mc Elhone,a man ao. in his TOa.Pgter"_h 5
a farnm of about 20 acres of poor hilly grouad at Limehill,Pomeroy. ng wife,
Margsret,is in her 60s. They have 4 of a family,3 single boys snu & married
daughter.

Phe decessed,Patrick, aged 23,+as the Joungesi son und <as very d(.mr 1.? 1'-hi.°. 5
as he stayed at home und worked the famnily farm. He 3%8 B awall.llght}J;pullt
young men of an extremely quict disposition, His chief intereat.ia_ideua is
onily intcresttsns playlng the accordecn in the local h*nd-.ﬁs -‘-'Gmhtonﬂi_l 1
ocossionul dsnes. He «23 inelined to bo backward and sheepish in coLversaiion,
He had sbsolutely no interset in pelitics of any kiud,

In the recent %o weeks a nes regiment,believed to be the Life-guurds from
Araugh heve bssn very active and provecative in the Poumerocy areu.rozuletgr' -
movenents like spyin. on cerisin houses for days and harassment of the people
ge ernlly crested a climate of foreboiing and fear.

|
On Moaday 5th August thore were saturation searches.in the L%meh?ll d}strxft._
On Tednesday these seurches vere continued in the Limehill dlutrlctanﬂ S0l o=
jers went Lo & nomber of snall f.orms and harasse the people »ith their Lol
language and threatenin: behaviour. They svoke to tne deceased faddy M z}hrhi
as he was cutting hay in a foeld. At 5 p.tn. they §warch§d the ou?—?mgjea at
bis home but found nothin ;. Paddy ¥o Elhone came iuto his house [o! Lua’{ ”
sliortly after 6 o'clook. He sas sitting at the table shile his mother boileg
the kettle, and after about % or 4 minuted two soldiers kdocx;n atltne ﬁ?ﬁt |
door and said:"Come out here young man, wes-aut 1o hive a .iord ~ita iOd o Padd
wont out and the soldiers clused the door on the fuiher and mother. The molhay
sent L0 & room windos where she had a vies of the rosd and sGs B aumber .
of woldiers gaihered around Paddy on the road. She hear@ one ?2 ?Lgé ;3;: You|
are not doing much to help the Army®™. She then sau soldiiers s?uaﬁnb nau b
severely., They then took his further do'n the road, Then Mrs hc ?lponp ﬁulu b
nush nd, Petar,"Co ocut and 3e£‘ahat they are doin, 1o Paddy. 1 Lh{n&.tneg are
going to arresi him". Peter weni out and up the road after tha;.?e Jaf hisg :
son being led up the road some distanve abead of him tosards a .zite.xy to .ae

&

b _{<or nis om huy foeldsy He saw & soldier crouching behiad some Dut‘?l:l"-ult l{‘}f re
Gl vd | ) evel,at the opposite side of his o.n house, The soldi.r .28 1ooking Larg.agh

: ik, B O A e I e Cah O e
the hnedge into the hayfield. 4 ™57 Soaart o e e
LU by L Ctor . Al f‘lm rc«-ﬂ{’ B i o

} a the n: 1eld. Peter screansy
Then Poter hesrd a shot and sas his son fall in the hay field. Pet |

= A "ihy have you shoi my son? He bus done nothin ™. The soldier repliad;“ﬁet %ni
;:.d'{_giﬂé_j the fucking house,you slobber you®. Peler screamed to_hia ;;imfihg{ éxet:;ﬂn
o A / Paddy™s and she said to him “Coame into Lue house or tuey o 3 IO"v .3" .
Y ‘(..-' ’ Petor faked another sildier: nyhat wos this for?" ana he replied:"l wa the
= Chief,and I don't knos what it is about" Peter again atteupted to epproach 7
body of bis son. A soldier told him:"iet buck into the nouse,you fucking sho
_or wo m1l shoot you too".
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s bb.iuabe the time of the killing was 0.20 p.a.

Department of the Taoiseachl]
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Portunately I =ams doing a sicr-c .1l in the Limehill district,and so when informed
‘I was on the scene before 6.,40. I +a stopped by the soldiers and I asked

perminsion to administer the Lasct Rites to the dead youth. The soldisrs passed
the word from one to another until an Officer oame and suaid:"You w«ant to
sdminister to the dead bloke". I said"l did" and he seid. "Follo. me". I then
adainictered the Last Rites, 1 observed that the body :as lyin. against the
slope of the ground,face dosnwards,. Thern the ermy doctor arrived. He turned
him over ~ith his boot, ana I sa~ & gapin. wound over ihe deceesed's heart.
When I came out of the fiele I stosd talking to some local men and I overheard
the soldiers using foul languege anl referring to "the fucking bastard in the
field. ALl the sol.iers «ere in & highly nervous state. One in particular,who
sas conti:ually pacin: up and do.n on the road,talking to himself,and shaking
his head-n rervous mencerism. The local people were terrified of him. All the
goldiers had their faces blackened,. The people are fearful and te rified,and
eunt tnese soldiccs resoved frow the Pomeroy district imsediately.. TWSF==owd
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