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Dear Dermot,

I enclose herewith a copy of the report of my most
recent visit to Northern Ireland.

Yours sincerely,

///C (Qéc\ e ﬁww,w%q

John MeColgan.,

Mr. Dermot Nally, 2/ A8
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aAsslstant Secretary, -’/”’p L
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want,K to bring about the end of the Northern Ireland State. However
-u-‘...'.,
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ne held out some hope that the Convention may work and that if peop

'S
want power there would have to be compromkse on both sides., But he
folt ; - :
felt that whoever was the leader of the largest party in the next
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own team of Ministers and this is something thit the Protsstant
population would not yield on. It might well be there would be a
number of Catholics in that team but the absolute right to decide whe
would be in the team must te kept for the leader of the overall
majority party. While the minority population were depressed at the
moment it should also be known that there was great depression on the
. s L "
magorivy side. They had had five years of suffering and difficulty
and had ssen everything they had built being torn down around them.
They had reached s point beayond which they were not
and the Ulster workers stoppage had shown where this point was. Ther

would b o + R . . . 3
ould oe no further UWC strike in the immediate future but if the

British Government Nl : 3 3
ish Government tried to impose a solution against the wishes of
f=1 - : e - . & &
the majority population then ancther strike would be the ultimate
weapon,

He expressed considerable appreciation for the Minister's speeches

in the U,3, criticising NORAID and the Minister's cbnsistent position
on the whole question of funds for the IRA. Canon Padraig Murphy

had alsc done good work in this respect and Smyth has expressed his
appreciation to him bperscnally. Smyth kncwé the U.S5. guite well and
Nas been there several times and he seemed appraciative of tne
difficulty of explaining the present complex problem to the Irish-

American 1ot ; § :
t population, He ywelcomed our ney legislation in the South

to s=t up extra-terr

terial courts. He expressed some considerable
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ractising Minict e '3z . 3
practising Minister of relizion. He would not blame the Governmsnt
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so much a e Catholio .
mach as the Catholic hierarchy and wondered how they cculd justify
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allowing b in f i
o«..-.b—cc-r:.d';nue in the priesthood. He hoped
that our new legislation would pickrup :eor1n-but I saig

not be retrospective but would only apply to offences committed
ter the Bill became law. He also quized me very closely in connectis
with the UDA visit to Libya —and what his

£
was 1n the South. I explained clearl ly to him that he was a
private individual and while I did not know him personally, the
ormation available to us — The Rev,
Smyth expressed deep concern that the Libyans might set up a bank
aghan and wondered if we had leglslation to centrel this. I
assursd him that if a bank waSeset up for the purposes he seemed to
be suggesting it could not be done without our cons ent, which would

not be forthcoming.

He spol L some 1 : '
SDOKe atl some length of esta

neighbourliness with Sent} e
SS with Southern Ireland and saw the clear necessity for

|
fo

us to talk about our mutual problems. But the formal institution of
an Irish dimension was sometning which frightened the Protestant
beople and some! thing which we woul 1d have to ses in Dublin they could
never accept. They d4id not want to be Irish - they were by history

and
a tradition British amd this tua; must continue to be.

While Rev. Smyth is v t i
omyth is very charming personally, his views are guite

hard-lin d worl

iine and Ae would clearly net be prepared to compromise on
things like the Tprd i i

1g €€ the Irish dimension and the question of the Union and
the ig f

It ht of Protestants to rule in Ulster. His strongest point was
certainly the need to improve the securi
Dublin to help in thi ¢ just by i f

. £ 40 WRis, not just by improving security down South but

by using whatever zood i
o Wi cvel 200 £ - dot ‘ 1 = .
s00d iniluence they had on the SDLP to get them to

e

move on policing - aig + 3T 3
p NE. He said the SDLP had done a good job of work in the

Zxecutive but th 2
't they had £ ally to do enough to help the RUC
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and if they had been seen to be doing tnis they might well have had
considerably more Protestant support for the continuation of ths
Exeéutive. The SDLP wers now developing a very hard-line image and
‘At would be difficult for the Protestant politicians to share power
with them for this reason. People like Sean Hollywood and Vincent
MQCluskey were less intransigent but it was unlikely that they would
be nominated for Ministerial positions rather than the present
leaders. He weould not exclude the possibility, however, if the
leaders of the Ulster coalition in the next Northern Ireland
Assembly wished to share power that they might well invite people
like McCluskey and Hollywood to be the representatives of the

minority rather than Fitt, Devlin or Hume.

Mr. Smyth expressed appreciation for the chance to talk to me and

said that he hoped we might have further such meetings at intervals.

I spent the whole of Thursday evening with Deputy Harte meeting a

mixed group of about ten Northern Ireland clergymen from the Churec

of Ireland, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches. We met in the house
b A Gt sl

of Mr. Bruce Coop rﬂwho is head of the Department of Further Bducatio

in the Northern Ireland Polytechnic and who lives in Greenisland, a

heavily Protestant and very hard-line arca. Mr. Cooper who is an

English Catholic, married to a Swede, is by race and socisl status

insulated from the pressures that come on Catholics in his area but

n

he sald that a su?gtantial number of the 200-300 Catholics who live in

this largely Protestant enclave, are extremelv frightened by the
possibility of mass Protestant violence. Deputy Harte and I
subsequently had dinner with Mpr. and Mrs. Cooper and Mrs. Anne

Dickson, Independent Unionist fop wouth Antrim, and her husband.

fwve Nip = pla > -~ e
Mrs, Dickson, who got in on the first count as an Independent Unionis
in the

-

yrarme g . 2 I e ¥ i ' & =
Convention election though ske will not get in on the first count thi
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time because of the hardening of political attitudes among Frotestant
voters. The previous evening her conétituency assoclation had decided
to affiliate to the Faulkner Unionists. She will, therefore, be
standing as a Faulkner Unionist candidate in the Convention elections.
She is reputed to be a very harad constituency worker and enjoys a

substantial personal vote because of her work for internees. She

u

expressed the view that the West Unionists would not do well in the
Convention elections and the the UUUC candidates, which will be
successful, will be mainly DUF and Vanguard people., She admitted that
her assessment of the Convention being successful had begun to change
recently and she definitely detects a mood that people want a political
solution. She was critical of the SDLP on their policing policy and
felt that this would be a key faclor in getting the hard-line Unicnists
to agree to pover-sharing. The SDLP would have to play down the irish

dimension aspects of any sett

-

ot
'—.

ement, She has a supreme contempt Lor
the hard-line Loyalists and spoke very bitterly about James Craig, the
: )

DUP Assemblymen from her own constituency who died recently.

The group of Protestant elergymen with whom we spoke for three or four

hours were very appreciative of the faect that Deputy Harte had

f)

cme to
see them and expressed a strong desire for the continuation of this

type of contact. They suggested using Corrymeela as a possible forum
for an exchange of views between the Protestant churches and politicians
from the South. While all ‘being very sincere men, they expressed a
feeling of helplessness in the present situation and indicated that

the level of church going and religious practice amongst the Protestant
population is rapidly dselining and that their influence was at best
marginal on the developing political situation. With regard to the

South, they expressed the commonly held Protestant view that changes in

the Constitution were essential and would help to win a certain zmount

of moderate Protestant opinion‘ The ey also expressed a sense of sadnes

- "sc 1 e ) - =
and disappointment that while ma'y Jortherners were prepared to travel

e ¥ a2 aL o p
south and knew the South Feasonably well, the number of Southerners who

cone North and lnoy anything about the North of Ireland is pathericallv

"'f'lF'-.lJ (3 rrli Y r
sn ey urged DeJuuy Harte to get his fellow politicians in the South
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® reasonablP attitude on the question of mixed marrizges. Deputy larte

pointed out to them that this guestion was basically one for Rome
rather than Dublin and also that the capacity for Irish politicians to
influence the hierarchy in anything was considerably less than many

Unionists imagined.

Deputy Harte also used the opportunity to sound out their opinion
of Desmond Boal, withcut revealinz why he was interested in getting
their assessment of him. They generally thought that Boal was
looked on by the average Protestant as being somewhat outside
politics at present, as having cut his link with Paisley and as in
the long-run being too clever by half and therefore not to be
trusted. I should add that in the course of my own conversation
with Deputy Harte, he told me thzt he has discussed the proposal

thet PRaa 1A T S o < - s . ' s MY e ~ -
that Boal should be the mediator between the two hard=-iine faclions

¥

with John Hume and Oliver Napicr and that both ﬁre enthusiastic
about it. Deputy Harte has as yet got no firm commitment from the
British that they will even talk to Boal. He discussed the matter
with Mr. Hickman in the British Zubassy on Wednesday evening but

he has been unable to see Merlyn Rees himself. When I left him on
the Friday at noon to go to some other meetincs I had arranged, he
was still trying to push the Boal proposal through Mr. James Allen
of the FCC. According to Deputy Harte, Boal is very enthusiastic
about the prospect and Harte is putting it very strongly to his
contacts in the Northern Ireland Office that it ic irresponsible

of them not to at least talk to Boal and listen to what he has to
say at this stage. Bodl was apparently offered the Chairmanship of the
Convention by Merlyn Rees zome time ago but turned it down ocecause
he helieves the Convention as presently constituted has no hope of
working, He feels that negotiztions have to take place at two
levels, il.e. the paramilitary one and the political one and né is more
than ready to make what centribution he can to help the paramilitary

people reach an agreement.
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Deputy Harte and I on the Friday morning slso met Mr. Peter

McLachlan of the UPNI. McLachlan, in contrast to the last
time i spoke to him, was in a much more optimistic mood, He
says that things are now beginning to move back towards the
Faulkner Unionists and while not willing to predict any
startling developments he feels that their showing in the
Convention elections will be considerabl® better than he would
have thought even remctely possible a few weeks aqgo.

Eaulkner himself has found a new lease of iife and has
recovered from the gloom of the collapse of the Executive.,

He described him as being in a fighting mood again and he 1is
confident that he will get back to the centre of the stage
before too long. He had not heard that Anne Dickson’s
constituency associaticn had decided to affiliate to the UPNI
but knew that it had been in the wind. He was clearly delighted
by this and said that this type of development was an example
of what was happening elsewhere in the province and that the
UPNI were beginning to pick up support again. He also felt
that the Libya visit by the UDA people would create its own
type of disruptive yeast within the uuuc, He saw this as a
good thing as the only yeast currently in operation on that
.frént was that of the Rev, Paisley. I should mention in
passing that I also heard that Jim Kilfedder may be prepared to
break the party agreement that Westminster MPs should not stend
for the election to the‘Convention unless they are party leaders.
in addition there is a rumour current that Enoch Powell may now
want to stand for the Convention and may try to get the UUUC to

rally behind the total integration platform.

Deputy Harte discussed his Boal proposzl with Mr. McLachlan and

McLachlan was very enthusiastic about it. McLachlan's assessmentl
{k.u! LL L.n-a . {ow Sulape bt Mt -{ j.-,wc*‘-aﬁi& Wrgugig d” ow'm"wé'

of Boal 1Sn65 a decent man and that any ceal Boal could bring aboutl

between the %unmen would be likely to be accepted by the Protestant

Community. Harte expresced his frustration that he had been

unable to meet directly with #ses to sell it to him and McLachlan

suagasted +hat 3 P L \ . :
ggested that if he (Mclachlan) and Napier were to go to Rees
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and to push the idea, it might hslp. I had to leave them at
this point in time to go to another meeting so I am unable to

say whether in fact they weni ahead with that idea or not.

The other main point which McLachlan made was that Dublin would
have to try and persuade the SDLP to move on the policing issue.
He was very critical of John Hume and said that he was failing
to give leadership on a critical issue which could help to
resolve the stagnation that is currently besetting Ulster
politics and open up the vacuum. Everyone in Northern Ireland
knows thet the RUC is a totally different force to the force
which attacked Sam Devé@nney in his home in the Bogside in 1969.
The fact of the matter is that less than 1,000 of the present
force were in the RUC in 1969, It is a greatly reformed

body and is genuinely trying to do s decent policing job without
fear or fevour to either community. The SDLP are putting Lhe
Faulkner Unionists in an impossible position and the UPRNI may.
well have to go on the hook of no agreement in power-sharing in
the Convention until agreement is reached on policing. He feels
very strongly about this subject and indicated that he would
like to talk it out with Hume. If it would help Hume and the
SDLP to get off the hook that they are on presently the Faulkner
Unionist would be prepared to adopt this intransigent attitude
at the Convention, He sces it as a possible way of solving the
impasse and enabling the SDLP to get out of what he considers
the blind ailey ihey are in at the moment. But he would clearly
hope that the matter might be resolved in some way before the

Convention and that Dublin has a role to play in this.

On the guestion of the UUUC, he expressed the view that the tensions

within the party are coﬁing much more to the surface in recent
weeks and that the monolith may not be as solid as it p1-sently
appears to be. He is particularly inclined to think that the
fricticns within Vanguard which he described as an amelgam of
Right Wing Mond§y Club people and the Fabian Society may well

© National Archives, Ireland
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- lead to its disentegration. He considers that his own personal
® decision to contest the East Belfast seat in the Westminster

election had been the price of the survival of the UPNI and
that in retrospect this would be seen as the turning point in

the party's fortunes.

I also met Fr. John O'Connor of the Down & Connor Relief Advisory
Service, He expressed considerable satisfaction with developments
in his organisation and he has established a very close working
relationship with the Chief Constable of the RUC and with

General Sir Frank King, He sees this as a useful development

as it totally legitimises his operation and will enable him in

a difficult situation to put pressure both on the RUC and on the
ATmy ., He has managed to get a copy of the orange and green map
of Belfest from the RUC and from his discription of it, it is

the same map that we obtained through the Ordnance Survey

Office here and which from reports in the Irish Times seems to

be fairly freely available to journalists in Belfast. He

hopes to come to Dublin before Christmas to give us a full
picture of the present state of his planning., He mentioned

that there has been nothing whatscever done in the other

dioceses to plan for an emergency relief situation and he is
clearly worried about this. His planning has advanced to the
point of designing routes for isolated Catholics to safe arees

in the event of a breékdown but there is considerable reluctance
in his Committee to give these routes to the Army at this stage.
He has en open mind on the guestion himself and does not want

to alienate his Committee by taking a unilateral decision, He
also has been working in very close cooperation with the Welfare
authorities and has managed to get them to decentralise theié
stores and move them into isolated areas. He indicated generally

that he was gelting the maximum possible cooperation from the

authorities at present,
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also me r, Billy Blease, Secretary o he Northern Ireland
Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, Mr, Blease
considers that the mood in the North at the moment amongst both
populations is one of a realisation that the Convention will
have to work and that there is no other alternative than to
meke it work. This will exert its own pressure on the politicians
when they come to sit arcund the table and he alsc is more confident
of something positive coming cut of the Convention. The Northern
Ireland Labour Party Conference was starting that evening and he
spoke about it in rather scathing terms. He clearly considers
the NILP as a sectarian crganisation but not cne of any great
influence, According to Blease its total membership at present
in Northern Ireland is 340 and he clearly considers that it is

a rather pathetic pressure group by now,

Blease also said that relations between the organised trade
union movement in the North and the CBI had greatly improved.

The CBI, following the UWC stoppage and the recent lorry drivers’
strike, had bequn to see that the classical trade union/employer
relstionship and confrontation could only take place within the

established organisations and the trade unions in the North have

‘regained most of the ground which they lost during the UWC

stoppage. I got the clear impression from him that he thinks
in the event of a further UWC strike that the business community
will not be as ready to run to negotiate with the strikers,

He expressed grave concern at the economic situation in the
North and said that the balance of employment now was roughly
50% between service industries and manufacturing industries.
This was far too high on the service side and despite the fact
that it might appear otherwise the industrial situation in the

Nerth will probably deteriorate rapidly over the next few months,

I slso met Mr, Erskine Holmes, Secretary of the NILP, He
estimetes the strength of the NILP at about 500 but said that

re i 3 o %
éven in good times they never had much more than about 600 paid
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up members, He frankly admitted that they had gone for the

hard-line Protestant vote and is curiously unaffected by the

idéa of a Socialist Party being so sectarian in attitude. There
is a strong group within the Labour Party whéﬂnow consider that
they should endorse a policy of full integration for Northern
Ireland with the UK, He feels this group may win out at the

party conference.

Holmes detects a very strong drift to inactiQity in the Northern
Ireland Office at present. The performance of the Westminster
Ministers is quite pathetic and they are literally doing nothing
abcut day to day matters in the province.  There are two \
possible interpretations of this: one is that they are letting
things slide so that when the new Executive is formed they will
be able to build up an immediate credit by taking decisions on
long awaited problems very quickly. The cther more sinister
possibility is that the British are callously letting the situatig

slide at all levels so that their eventual withdrawal may be

easier when the chaos becomes widespread.

He is not over-impressed by the sweet reasonableness of Jehn

Taylor at present and cynically attributes it to the fact that
there is @ much greater proportion of moderate voters in North
Down than in Fermanagh-South Tyrone and that Taylor now has to

play this tune to ensure his survival at the Convention election,

He also spoke toc me about Ken Gibson, whom he said had been badly
shattered by the Westminster election. If you allowed for
perscnation votes, and he quoted one case to me of a man who voted
17 times in the last election, the real vote which Gibson got

was probably no more than 500, There is a revolution going on
within the UVF at the moment and Gibson’s star is probably in the
decline, He represented an elitest and progressive view

within the movement and this view has now lost out, He

promised to try and arrange a further meeting with Gibson for
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