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ROINN GNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
DEPA RTM ENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

BAI LE ATHA CLlATH 2 
DUBLI N 2 

S.!!..CR.!!.T 

/1 Jecember 1974 

Dear Dermot , 

I enclose he re\"i th a copy of the report of my most 
recent visit to Northern Ireland . 

Yours sincerely , 

John 

l'r . )ermot Nally , 
,~ss ' stant Secret~ry , 
Department of the Taoiseach , 
Governnent Building s , . 
Upper Merrion Street , 
Dublin 2 . 
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Vis i t to Be l fas~ on 5th anj 6t h ;)ec,em be1.....1.2.l±. 
I., 

" ,\ -\ ,. ,. ~ ... ~--

and haa'" meetings ,.,ith ~he 

. I visited Belfast on 5th and 6th December 
Rev. Brian Smeaton, the qev. Martin Smyth, Grand Master of the CrRP~s Order, !'~rs • . 4...r.ne :)ickson, Independent ' Unionist in the Northern I.cel ,w d Assembly, t:lr . Petei' ~-k1achlan of t!le UP:tJI , Mr. Billy Dlease of the Tt" jl - , -Fr. John OrConnor of )AC ~{·:.S and ;·'1r. j!;rsldne Holmes 0: -Che liT::':? I a l.:; 

met a mixed group of Protestant clergymen in the company of Deputy 
Harte "i.Jho was in Belfast at the same time . 

Brian Smeaton who has consistently been quite pessimistic about event s in l~c:·tb~!'!l Ireland in the many meetings I have had with him since 13.::: July w~s on this occasion in a much more optimistic mood . This moo i ~~ also reflected to a lesse.r extent in the conversdtions I nad with a 
number of the other people I met. S:r.eatcn assu.r~d ::le th.:,';; he felt ~u,n;: that the assBssiJ1ri..tion campa.i.gn on the P.rotestant side had. nO',1 been 
swItched off . He ~dS prepared to p.rophesy that in fact this was not 
just R temp6rary cease fire but that th€re would be no more 
a~sassinati.ons bet':Jeen now and tt-le Convention elections . The sht)o :~ i rj~ of the shopkeeper on the Shan~dll ~oad the previous w'ednesday h .:~ d. bee:! 
d~ne . by some young vandals ~,..,ho \·!ere tryi.:1g to rob him at the ~i.n,e iin ... l 
j t 1"t},3 not in any ':lay connected 'I:ith the assassination cal!lpi:l.igf!. 
Ac c or1ing t o Smea ton, there has be0n a big cle2.n- up i.!1side tl'l-: UD.~ cnd a r e - organisation of the comman d struc ture . 

ara now on tup and tnere is nJ ~acd !or the~ 

a long mectl:lG w!tb 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach	

© National Archives, Ireland

'. 

----------------------_ ... 

- 2 -

Smeatol13.1so feels that there is no", some hope for the Convention and 

that the Protestants vlill aC8ept SO'Tl2' form of po".oJer-shari.!:.g. lie also 

expla.ined in guarded terms thB.t he was personally invol-ved in tryine 

to establish the nucleus of a local police force for the Ardoyne a:ea 

ivhieh might eventually de'ielop into a permanent police ;:orC8 if and 

when agreement is reached on polici~g. He is also now very active on 

the housing front and in his terms the housing crisis in Northern 

Ireland is probably nOT,1 more serious than the political one. 

. . .:.... 
I had lunch on Thursday with the :lev . l-Iartin Smyth, Grand ["laster of tb·;: 

O.[,9.nee Crder. Hr. Sl!lyt h, who the p.revious day had m~.de a strong 

statcmC:lt on the f\~.tility of the as;-;assination campaign, spent a 

considerable time talking about this aspect of the problem. He see,ed 

genuinely d':'stuI'ced that so r!w.ny :'poor people are being shot vIho ne'1':>!' 

belonged to al1Y poll tlcal 01' m11i Lary organisation 'l arl:: '3::-::pl'Gssed trH': 

vie~~- thRt "our peopl2 are golne; too far in their righteous indignation,l 

Soma of the recent happenings irl Ulster had teen teEribla ani he ~uuld 

be, the first to ac.rr:it t!Ht tLere v.lera a lot of very evil people amonest 

the Loyalist pCI.!'al!Jilitary groups. 

When I asked him wDat his feelings about Dub~in were at present and ~ha 

we couli do to help in the present situation he ran through the 

traditional range of Protestant demanis: the need to cha~ge the 

Constitution and the school system; a low profile fro~ politici~ns in 

the South; a dem8:nd 1'01.' pressure on the SDLP to discOllrCl.G8 t~1e!n !'u.n!1ir..~: 

to Jll':::lin so of~en and to persuade them to be good Ulster:nen. He ':1<:15 

particulq,rly critical of' .John BUI:i9 1 s attitude to the RUC and emphasised 

that the HUC of 1974- ' . .;as a much :.!han~o::d. fOl'ce from tnat of 1969. It ':Jrl ~ 

nO',1 eenuinely trying to operate a non-secta.rian polic~ policy. 

On the Convention ~u~stion he ".,r::ts fairly hard-line . His basic princl.p':;':: 

would be that it was not possible to share power with those people ~~0 
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want, t.o bring abc.ut the enJ. of the Northe.r'!l Ireland State. HOv16ver, 

he held out some hope that the Co~vention may Ivork an:i th:tt if peoplE 

,,!ant pm-ler there would have tc. be comp.rooi:se on both sides. :Out he 

fel t that whoever 'I-JaS the leader of the largest party in the next 

Northern Il'ele.nd Assembly shou':"d have the absolute right to choose hj 

olm team of Ministers and. this is sorr:ethi:lg th'it tlle Protastant 

popu:"ation ~_o]Ou11 not yield on. It mi~ht well be there \'lOu11 be Cl 

number of Catholics in that team but the absolute right to decide whe 

would be in the team must be kept for the leader of the overall 

maj ori ty party . 'while the minority population ',vere depressed at t~e 

.mooellt it should also be ~-cnO\m that there vIas great depression on t;:<;) 
''-~ 

majority siJ.e. They had had-~five y :::ars of suffering and difficulty 

and had seen everything they had built being torn dmm arou....'1d them. 

They had reached 8 point b8yond which they were not p:cp~:cd to go 

and the Ulster workers stoppaGe hacl. sho'Wn where thls point 1,oJa8. Ther 

wou.ld be no furthe·.r U'ilC stri\..;:e in the immediate future but if the 

British Goyernment tried to impose a solution again::;t tne 'olishes of 

the majority popu..lation then n.nctller strike i-iculd be the ultimate 

weapon . 

He expressed considerable appreciation fer the Minister's speeches 

i n the D. S . critiCiSing NORAID and the Minister ' s consistent positioc 

on the vihole question of f unds f:)l' the IRA . Canon Paaraig Hurphy 

had also done good work in this respect acd Smyth has expressed his 

appreciation to him personally. Sruyth knows the D. S. quice well and 

has been there several times and he see~ed appraciatlve of tne 

difficulty of explaining the present c omplex problem to the Irish­

American popul~tion . He 'Welcomed our new legislation in the South 

to S8t up extra-territcrial courts. He exprt:ssed some considerable 

bitterness th~t people was still a 

~rac-:ising Minister of reli~ion. he 'It,cula. not blame the GOV81'nr.13nG 

so :nuch as the Cattwlic hieL'L~ . .l.·chy and wonciered hm" they couJ.d. just':"fy 
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continue ·in the priesthood. He hoped 
that our new legislation would pick'up people but I said 
that as I understood the matter, the effect of the legislation ·~,ould 
not be retrospective but would only apply to offences committed 
after the Bill became law. He also quized me very closely in conn8cti~ 
with the UJA visit to Libya and whRt his i • ... 
influene was in the South. I explained clearly to him that he was a h 
priv3.te j.ndividual and '.vh11e I dij not kno\-! him pe.rsonally, the 
information available to us The Rev. 
Smyth expressed deep concern th:)t the Libyans might set up a bank 
in l~on:lghan an~~ vlOndered. if "'le 118, .1 legisl.J.tion to cont.rol this. I 
assured hi'!l that if cl bank i'J'as',;~~s8t up for the purposes he see!'!led to 
be suggesting it could not be done wi thout our conseLlt, \vhlch w:Juld 
not be forthcoming. 

He spoke at some length of establishing a relationship of good 
neighbourliness with Southern Ireland and sa,,, tbe clear necessity fr;1' 

us to talk about our mutual problems. Bur; th(~ formal institt::.tion of 
an Irish dimension was som~thing which frightened th3 Protestant 
people and sonething which ,ve would ha.vB to se8 in Dublin tney could 
never accept. They did not want to be Irish - they were by history 
and tradition 3rHish a.rn this they must continue to te. 

1";lh11e ::tev. Smyth is very charr.'ling personally, his vieHs are qui te 
hard-line and ne ~o~d clearly not be prepared to compromise on 
things like the Iri~~ di~ension and the question of the Union and 
the right of Protestants to rule in Ulster. His strongest point ,-Jas 
certainly the need to imp~ove the security situation and the need for 
~ublin ~o help in this, not jus~ by imp.roving security down South but 

'l" , :f cy uSlng \Vhatever good inf'luence tbey had or.. the SDL? to ge: tne::n to I . . 
~ move on pollclne. He said the GDLP had done a good job of work in the 
~xecutive but they had failed totally to do enough to help the 3I~ 
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and -if they (lad been seen to oe doine t(lis they migh t ';lell hav~ had 

consid.er-lbly mors P rotest:lJ1t support for the continuation of th3 

.ti:x(-)cutive. 'The 8DLP Here nO-J developing a ve17 hard-line image and 

'i t ','iould be d iff icul t for the P rote stant politic ians to share pm-ler 

~ith them for this reason. People like Sean qoll~wood and Vincent 

Mc~lus~ey were less intr~nsiGunt but it was unlikely that the; wo~ld 

be no~inated for Ministerial positions ratber than the present 

leaders. He would not exclude the possibility , however, if the 

leaders of the Ulster co&lition in th~ next IJorthern Ireland 

Assembly \lished. to share pOvler that they might \vell invite people 

like ~~cCluskay and Ho11J1IJOod to be the reprasentatives of the 

minority rather than Fitt, Devlin or Hume. 

Mr. Smyth expressed appreci~tion for the ~hanc8 to talk to me and 

said tn'-l t he hoped. HO misnt h '>,.ve fu.rther suc h mec"': in0 s at interval s. 

I spent the whole o~ Thursday evening ~ith Deputy Hnrte meetins a 

mixed gl~OU1J of about cen ?Jurth8rl1 ll'elancl clergymen f I't)m the ChL reI". 

of Il'el3.nd , J/:et~oqist a:ld l~ resbyterian Church.es . I,ve met in the. 'lollse 
ik \,'Ct.,~,:r! I!vt 

of ~t1.r< Jruce Coop~r Hho is head ef the DeDartment of l"u.l'thcI' l·:rluc:;:..t·!o:! 
~ -

in the lJorthern Ireland Folytechnic Q!1d \"110 11ves in GreGnisland~ a 

heavily Protestant and. very h'~rd-lil1e area . }ir . Cooper who is an 

E~glish C~tholic, married to a Swede, is by race and social st ~tus 

insulated fr~m the pressures tha t coma on CGtholics in his area bu~ 

he 53.i:1 t~at a SUbstantial numher of the 2(JO - 300 Cathol'ics '-'Iho .live J.1') 

this largely Protestant enclave, ~re extremely frightened by the 

pos ~ibil. ity of !nass ProtestanL: vi.olence . Depu~y Harte a.nd I 

Cooper ar..-l kI's . ,\nne 

Dickson, Independ.unt Unionist tor uouth Antrim, anj her husb~n~. 

,.: ;~ (; got in 0 nth c :: i r ~) t c 0 un t a;:; an Indepen1ent Unioni0~ 

is confident of ho~din~ her sent in tb~ 
(' 0 .... " ,... ~ .. l' (' ..... -,.... L: . J [ , • v .v ~J!v ,_! <::.1.'. C" 1 UJl 1.. .• 'C"o'I'~ "I-'~' ... ~ .. (.).. ..,~-- '/LL.l nor; f;et .i non Uw fir ~ t C)' n t; t !l2. :3 
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time because of the hardening of political attitudes a~ong }' rotestant 

voters. The previous evening her constituency association had decided 

to affiliate to the Faulkne~ UnIonists. She will, therefore, be 

standing as a Faulr~nel' 'Jnio!li s ~ condtdo. te in the Convont ion el ec t,Lons. 

8ho is reputed to be a very har 1 consti tuenc.T Horkel~ and enj oys a 

substantial personal vote t,.;cal1se of her Hork for internees. .::ihe 

Gxprcssed the vie'! tint the 1:'8st 'Jnionists '.'TOuld no~ do Hell in the 

C on'lsntio[l elee! tions and the the LHTuC c,J,ndida tG s, Hh ich H i1J be 

successful, '\oTill be mainly DDl ' an"! Vanguar:i people. She admitted tht,t: 

he!' assessment of the Conventi8n ooing suc~essful had begun to cl1(ul~e 

recently and she definitely d_tectr a mood thlt people want a political 

solution. Sh~ was critic a l of the ~JLl on their policing poli~y ~nd 

felt.. thrl\.; this 'l!oJuld be a key fac ~o.r in gettinG tl1Q hard-linG U.!:lionists 

to aGree to power -sh l ring. the SDLP would have to play down the lrisn 

She h3.s U. s~preni6 

thd hard-lino LOyalists and sruke very oittar~y about James Craig, the 

The e~oup of Protestant clerGy~Gn with whom we spoke for three or fou~ 

hour.s 'Her.G very arpr~cl2..livc of the) fact t.hat DeputJT H:lrte hild come tc 

see t~em and exp ressed a strong dJsire for the continuation of this 

tY11 8 0:;' C'0!lt:lct. They suggested using COl'I'yweela as a possib.Le fO.rUlJi 

for an exchange of vie'dS betvJp.en the Protestant churches and pol:LtJ.I'ial: · 

from the SOlll.h. ',vhile all being very sincere men , they expressed r... 

feelin~ of helrlessness in the present situation an~ indic~ted th~t 

the level of church goin,s and .relir;ious practice arnO!1gst the Protestant 

population is r apidly declining ~~d that their influence was at best 

marzinal on the developing politi~al situ~tion. With regard to the 

South, they exp.r~ssed the co~~only held Pro~e~tant vl~~ that chr...nges in 

,n(~ CO(lstj.t1. tien ",1e::'e essentiR,l u,nd \<lould h~lp to Hin a certain amount 

They al~o expre~3cld a sense of sadnes~ 

and r'i~'ap ointmGnt th'1t '.o.ihile mo,ny l ~ orthernc.r,:, i·,e.re preparG\-~ to tl'ave~. 

nO l"J(J ~Tort'" '"'r10 lr""'''TT -n,.~·t'h· : b' J ' ... -
" , .• ' - ,'I " • <'_."" u. •• ,',' , J.11 , c'} U~l'" r:h ... r' · Ol~t~l A,. I ll'elan~' th t· l' ~ .. " v.~. [,.J , '-'- lS pa' e·,].cD..U.Y 

,... " ,=,'UU \.,! 
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• to do everything possible to per s u'l.d c t he hi e r a rchy to t al:e a 1'"1 0 1'8 

• reasonable attitude on the quo ~tion of mixed ma rriage s. Deputy ::art e 

pointed out to them that tht ::, Question lens ba sically one for Rome 

rather than Jublin ;:lnd also th .... , t thd capaci ty for Irish politi(;j. a n s to 

Influence the hterarchy in anything wa s considerahly 105S than ma ny 

Unionists ima~ined. 

~e D uty H~rte also used t he npp or t lllity to sou~d out thejr opinion 

of Des~ond 30nl, without rcvealin0 why he was interest8d 511 getting 

their assesSMent of him. ~hoy generally thou&ht that B031 was 

lool~cd on by the ,HUr!lge P rotcstQl!.t as beinf; sO!I!c: ','IClat outside 

politi~s at prese.:.t, as havir..e cu':: hi;; lin>= 'Nith PaislGY :=tnd as i.n 

the long-run being too clover by i:'llf and tnerel'orc not to be 

trusted. 1 si10uld d.dcl tent in tile course 01 my (' \J!L cor;vei.'s,:1.tion 

with Deouty Harte, he told me th qt he has discussed the proposal 

British tha t they 'Hill even tal:'. to ~J0 2. J.. He dlseu;;sed Lh r~ m<".U '.c r
• 

h~~ has been un:i1)l~ to ('ee ;'!-:::l'lyr: ~8es :~lmsel:::'. ':Jh8:1 I lcft hiia 0.:1 

the Friday at nDon to EO tu S0ll18 uLh8r IneelJin~s I bad Ul'I'Dn,s(.;d, he 

ivas still t).'yin~j to push Lhe Doal propx~Cll throLlGh . ' 1' . JC).PJ8S ' ... ll.e.L1 

of the FCO . ~ccording to Deputy ~~rte, 30al is vGry 3nthusjastic 

about ttE prospect and Harte is [l\lttinE; it vel')' s L.rO!lgly to his 

i: i~resoc~sible 
" ~ 

of tncm not to at least talk to Hnal and listen to whet he has to 

I say at this stage . Doa1 was appa.rerlt.ly offered thp. Ch;:d rmansh5,[ of t.he 

Convention by I'lerlyn RC8S 20r.1e tiro:·:? ago but turned it dm-'n. cocause 

he believe s the Convent ion as pr', :::;cntly (; on3ti t u t l! d has no hOlle of 

l,wrking. He feels th'lt n(~[',ot:.~ti(lns have to tete I'lL ce at t· .. .ro 

than ready to mB%e what contri ) u t i0D h8 caD to help the por ~~ilit 3ry 

peo;;le reach an agreem~nt. 

------------~----~------------------------------------~------------~~ 
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Deputy HJrte and J on the Friday mornin) ulso met Mr. pctnr 

McLachlan of the UPNI. McL2chlan, in contrast to the last 

time I spoke to him, was in a much more optimistic moodo He 

says that thing:; 3!'e now bc']inning to rnov'2 back towards the 

Faulkner Unionists and while not willing to predict any 

startling developme~ts he feels that their showing in the 

Convention elec~ions wjll be conSid~rab1 1 b~tte~ than he would 

have thou9h~ even remotely possjble 0 few weeks oUo. 

Faulkner himself has found a new lease of life ilnd has 

recov~red from the gloom of the colldpse of the Executive o 

He de~cribed him as being in a fighting mood again dnd he is 

confident that he will get hack to the centre of the stage 

before too long. He had not heard that A(};)0. Dickson's 

constituency association had decided to affiliate to the l'PNI 

but knew tbat it had been in the wind. He was cledrly J?lightcd 

by Lhis cmd said th",t this type of dev010rment ItlaS cm eX3nJple 

of what vas happening els0where in the province and thd the 

UPNI were beginning to pick up rupport again. I k· Cl 1 so f e 1 t 

that the Libya visit by th0. UDA p00ple would cr~at c its own 

typl.? of disruptive' 'least witlun the jljUC o He saw this as a 

good thing as the only ye~st clJ~rently in operatio~ on that 

front was that of the Rev o Paisley. I should mention in 

passlng that I also heard th~t Jjm Kilfedder mdY be prepared to 

break the parLy agreement that Westminstor MPs should not stand 

for the 01ection to the Convent:on unless they are rarty leade~s. 

In addition there is a rumo~r current th~t Enoch Po~ell ~ay now 

want to st~nd frlr the Conv?ntion Jnd may try to get the UUUC to 

rGlly behind the total in~ogr~tion platform. 

J)epllt~1 Harte discllssed his g02.:!. propos·1 with Mr. McLc::chlan al1(i 

McLachlan was very enthusiastic about ito McLachlan ' s ass9s~~enL 
I~· J. u. I , t . . • L"~,, ,~I. ' ) t ". 

~' ~., c. .... ..... '-"~~"'_'I.L n'l..--t 1. !!.'~"'~J~" l~d/ ( •• t"b . ..dj 
of Boal 'i..s~as <1 "':c:(·nt ;r.dn and Lhai. 2ny ,-ell Boal cculd bring at.~ot;t' 

beiween the ~tJnmr;n would be J ikel y to be acce pted by the ?rct,(.'st?nt 

Comillunjty. !-l.J rte expre-si::cl il; S f ru 51: rat i on th3t hi? had bee:! 
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and to push the idea, it miJht help • I had to leave them at 

this point in tiiile to go to anoth,::r meet in'] so I am ur,able to 

say whether in f-:lct they went ahead with thut id(~u or not. 

The other main point which McLachlan mude was that Dublin would I 
have to try and persuade thu SDLP to move on th~ policing issue. 

He "Jas very cri ticdl o[ John Hume t. nd said that he was falling 

to give leadership on J critical issue which could help to 

resolve the stagnation that is cu~ rently besetting Ulster 

politics and open up th~ vacuum. Everyone in Northern Ireland 

knovvs th2t. the RUC is a totally different force to the force 

which attucked Sam Devinney if, his homG in the BOGside in 1969. 

Thr fact of the matt er is that les s than l)OOn of the present 

force were in the RUC in 1969. It is a greatly reformed 

fear or idvour to either com~unity. The SDLP ale putting Lhe 

Fuulkner Unionist:; in ;:,n inp()ss:i.bl'2 p'Js.itiol! and the UPNI n1dY 

well have to go on the ho ok of no ~9reeme nt in pow~r- shdring in 

Ht. f:)el:; 
. 

v er''l stroi1<)ly c3bout this subject Clnd lndicaLed tl1.;t he would 

li k~ to talk it out wj.th Hume. If it ~ould help Hume a nd the 

SOL? to get off hook th.:Jt the l' a rc-~ on prcse~tly the Faulkner 

Un lonlst would be prt:parf?d to adopt thj s i.ntransigent attitude 

at the Conventior. e He sees it as a possible WJY of solving the 

impas'_~ e and enabling the SULP to qet out of wr.at he considcr-s 

the blind ~lley they arc: in at the moment. But he would clearly 

ho pe that the matter mi0ht be resolved in some way before the 

C0nv ention end that Dublin has a role to play in this . 

On the _j ucstion of the UUUC: , he 2xpres c)ed the Vi('N'j that th(-: "tens}c'(IS 

w:ith:i.n thp pa::-ty are comjr.:3 r:H, c h more to the sur-face in n.'cer.t 

weeks and t1-wt the monolith :'! "Y 1101'. be as solid as it 0] ::;cfl1.1y 

appear:; to be. 

f:r:.ctiC;JS within Vanguard v.h.irIJ 1 e dl:?s(f.ibed as O il aJTlr.'lr:}:Jrn of 

1l.lt:..hL 
J WonddY Club peopl e 2nd the ~J bi ~ n Society may well 

1 
i 
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• le~d to it~ disenteg ration. qe consid(? :::,s tha t his own perso na l 

• deci ~ ion to conte~; L the East Belfast s eat in the Westminst e ::::-

election had been the prjce of the survival of tie UPNI and 

that in retrospect ihis would be seen as the turning point in 

the party's fortunes. 

I also met Fr. John Q'Conne T of the Down & Connor Relief I~dvj s~ ::::-y 

Servjcc. He expressed con ~, .i (.~erable saLisiacti.on with develor-I.le i'lts 

in his organisation anp he.' ha~; established a very close worki.1l9 

relationship wi i h the Chi(~ f Constable of the RUC and with 

Gener~l Sir Frank King. He sees this as a useful develo!)ment 

as it totally legitimises hi.s operation and will enable him in 

a difficult situation to out Gressure both on th~ RUC and on t.he 
• I 

Army. He has managed to get a copy of the orange and green ma p 

of Belfast from the RUC ,:l!ld E ~' om his dilscripLion of it, it is 
• 

thc) s,'lml~ rnap thClt ' .... e obt ci inC'cl throu(Jh the Ordnance Su rvey 

Offic.e h~l.Y1 and which from reports in the Irish TiJil"s seems to 

be fairly freely avaiJoble Lo journalists in Belfast. He 

hopes to come to Dublj.n before Christmas to gjve us a full 

pictu~e of ~he present st ate of hi~ planning. He men t:i on (·~ ci 

that there has been nothint} l.'lhc:lscever do ne in ·the ot.her 

dioceses to plan for an emcrJ e ncy relief situation and he J5 

cl early worried about this, His planning has advanced to the 

point of designing routes for isolated Catholics to safe areas 

in the event of a brC'JkdmJ(} but then? is consic0rab.le rellctanC(' 

in his Com!f1i tt'':'2 l..O give these routes to the /.l.rrny at this stcqc. 

~e ha S en 0 f2n ~,lir;d on the qU2 st ion himse 1 f and does not wa n1. 

to allenatc his~Committee by taking a unila~eral decision. He 

also has been working in v ery close cooreration with the WcJf3re 
\ 

authorities and h3s mana]c(i ~o Jet them to deccn~r21ise thet~ 

stores ~d,d move them i.nto iso13Led areus. He indicated ,]C?'18raJ.ly 

that h~! VVdS ,;,>Ltir.g the n1'1xi.'nur~1 possiblE~ cooperation frorn th.E) 

authorities -t t d prescn. 
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I ~lso met ~r. Billy Blease, Secre 2ry of tho Northern Ir~l~nd 

Committee of the I. ish COn(1T(,S~; of T '3dC' Un'; ons, .' 
Mr. Bl(~ase 

considers that the mood in t.he j--Jorth at the moment amongs-: both 

populations is one of a realisation tbat the Convention will 

have to work and that there is no other alternative than to 

make it work~ This will exert its own pressure on the p01iiicians 

when they cor-le to sit uround the t:1ble 2nd he also is more ::onfiJ'::fJt 

of something rosjtiv2 coming cut of the Conve~tion" The l'or-thern 

Ireldnd Labour Party Conference was sturting thdt cve~ing and he 

spoke about it in rather scathing terms. He clearly considers 

the NILP as Cl sectari en crganisation but not. one of any grf'at 

influenceo According tu BleJso its ~otal membership at present 

in Northern Ireland is 340 and he clearly consi ders that it is 

a rather pathetic pressure group by now. 

BlE:'ase also said thrlt rc->ldt-jons betweon the organ.!_sed trade 

union movement in the North ~~d the CBI hJd greatly imr1"ovcd. 

-H,c CBI , i (J llowi nl] T. ne U\/C s t oprage a ncl the reCl'nt lorry d::-i VG J"S ' 

strike, h - d be(Jun to see Lhat the clossiccil tr,~de union/employer 

H~l3ticnsh:'p and con:"rontCltion could only t.ake placc· within the 

est.cJ bl j 5 hed orga n isat ion s anel t hA trade unions in the North hav~ 

r "e9ained most of the ground which they lost during the U\IC 

stoppage o I 901. the cle~r impr0ssion from him that he thinks 

in the ever"lt of a further UWC ~",I.rike that the busi.ne:.s comr iuni ty 

will not be as ready to run to neuotiate with the strikers. 

He exrresc:ed grave COnC2yn Jt "the economic si tu~t.; on in the 

Nort hand S:l id that the ba once of ernplcyrnent now "Ias l~oughl y 

50/~ betwE:en se 1 vice indus L cj cs and manu: 2 ct ur-ing :i 11 UUS tries 0 

T his was far too hi 9 h 0 nth e s ''': rv ice si de -3 n d des I ,j t e the fa c L 

that it might arrear otherwise the industrial situation in the 

llert h wiJ 1 proba bJ y det.e rioY',"}t·", rc:+ pi a1 y ove-r t he ne xt few mont hs • 

I also met Mr. Erskine Holm0~, Secretary of Lhe NILP. He 

estimates the stre::ngth of "lhc ,11LP at about 5~O but said that 

even in good ti:nos thE:'{ nev ~'-· hJ( much more than about 6.00 r' ~i d 
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.... up members 0 He frankly c..dmiti.t:d thut they held IJl.1n(~ [or the 

• hard-line Protestant vote and is curiously unaffected by th0. 

idea of a Socialist Pa~ty being so sectarian in attitude • There . 
is a strong group within the Labour Party wh~Lnow consider that 

they shoula endorse a policy of full jntegration for Northern 

Ireldnd with the UK. He feels this group may win out at the 

party conference. 

Holmes detects a very strong drift to inactivity in the Northern 

Ireland Office at present. The performance of the Westmi nster 

Minist.ers is t")uite pathetic and they ()re literdlly doing nothing . 

about day to day matters in the province. There are two 

possible interpretations of this: one is that they are letting 

thing~ slide so that whenlhe new Executive is formed they will 

be able to build up an immetijate credit by taking decisions on 

Ion!} 2watted rr0~.ler:1s vl:ry r.:ujckly. Thp cth~r more sjnister 

possibility is that the British a~c caJlc lsly JeLting the situati n 

slide at 211 levels so tha"t their 2ventu;.ll wi1-hdr.J\"o:. r.~a / U2 

easier when the chaos becomes wldespr~ad . 

He is not over-impressed by t.he sweet r2as()nablcness of John 

Ta ylor at present and cynicall y atLributes it to the fact that 

there is a much greater proportion of moderate voters in North 

Down than in Ferm2nash-South Tyrone and that Taylor now has to 

play this tune to enSU1'C his survivJl at the Convention eleetion~ 

tie also spoke te me about Ken Gibson, whom h2 said had been badly 

shatt~red by the Westminster election. If you allowed for 

personation votes , end he quo-:ed one case to me of a man \'\'ho vot ed 

17 timGs in the lcJst election , the real vote which Gibson got 

0as probably no more thon 500. There is a revolution 90in9 on 

within the UVF cJt the mrm~nt ~nd Gih~0n=s star is prob:bly in the 

decline. Ye represented an elitcst _nd progressive vi ew 

wit hin the movement and this vi (-!\fJ lH c, nO\\' 10" Lout. He 

;:,romisc'd to +ry and Arr.Jn<]f> Cl fll:-thpr m('0ting IVjth (:;ib:::on fer. 
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mE the next time I am in Bel f ast. 
, - . 

One' final piece of info~m~tion which is probably no more than 
current Belfast 

'. 

1974 
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