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rRO ttOBINSON STORMONT CASTLE 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
EXECUTIVE WAS MADE IN THE ASSEMBLY. THIS AFTERNOON (MAY 22) 
BY THE CHIEF MINISTER, MR BRIAN FAULKNER:-

1. THE NORTHERN IRELAND EXECUTIVE HAS BEEN ENGAGED FOR 
MANY WEEKS IN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE MATTERS COVERED BY 
THE SUNNINGDALE COMMUNIQUE. THIS HAS INVOLVED DETAILED 
PREPARATORY WORK BY OFFICI~LS, AND DISCUSSIONS WITH THE OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE CO ERENCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM AND IRISH 
GOVERN ENTS. 

2. THROUGHOUT THESE DISCUSSIONS, THE EXECUTIVE HAS HAD 
CONSTANTLY IN MIND THE FOLLOWING MATTERS:-

(A) THE EXECUTIVE ITSELF, COMMANDING AS IT DOES THE 
CO ID NCE OF TH: ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN JUNE 1973, IS DETERMINED 
TO CO TINUE TO ACT UNITEDLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WHOLE 
N~RTHE~N IRELAND COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT THE LIFETIME OF TH T 
ASSEMBLY, WHICH EXPIRES IN 1977//8. 

(B) THE EXECUTIVE IS CONVINCED THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
SETTLEMENT EMBODIED IN THE NORTHERN IRELAND CONSTITUTION ACT 
1973, A D THE SUN INGDALE COMMUNIQUE, REPRESENTS THE ONLY 
ME NS OPEN TO SECURE THE PROGRESS OF NORTHERN IRELAND THROUGH 
THE CO-OPERATION OF ALL SECTIONS OF OUR COMMUNITY R THER THAN 
ON THE INHERENTLY UNSTABLE BASIS OF DOMINANCE 

BY ANY SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY. ACCORDINGLY IT IS DETERMINED 
TO STAND FIRMLY BY THAT SETTLEME T. 

(C) THE EXECUTIVE, HOWEVER, RECOGNISES THE DIFF.ICULTY OF 
SECURI ; GENERAL PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE NEW CONSTITUTIONAL 
ARRA ~"'Et.1ENTS IN A SITUATION OF CONTINUING VIOLENCE: AND t'T 
IS FOR PRECISELY THAT REASON THAT THOSE OPPOSED TO SUCH . 
ARRANGEMENTS CONTINUE TO USE VIOLENCE.. WHILE THERE CAN BE 
NO INSTANT SOLUTIONS TO THIS PROBLEM, IT IS APPRECIATED THAT 
IN THE LONG TERM THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS ARE BOUND TO BE JUDGED 
BY THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH THEY MAKE TO PEACE AND STABILITY. 
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ttHE SU• NINGDALE C01 MUNIQUE, MUST BE A STEADY G'vdTH o~ 
TUAL CONFIDENCE BOTH WITHIN NORTHERN IRELAND ITSELF, AND AS 

BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH IN IRELAND. IT MUST THEREFORE THE THE 
OBJECTIVE TO PROMOTE SUCH CONFIDENCE BY MAKING PROGRESS ON THE 
BASIS OF THE GENERAL CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE. 

3. IT IS AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND THAT THE EXECUTIVE HAS NOW 
AGREED THE BASIS UPON WHICH IT IS PREPARED TO PROCEED IN 
RELATION TO THE CO CJL OF IRELAND. 

AD OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT 

4. THE EXECUTIVE STANDS UNITEDLY BY THE PRINCIPLES EMBODIED 
IN THE SUNNINGDALE CO UNIQUE AS THE BASIS FOR A DEVELOPMENT 
OF MUTUAL TRUST AND CONFIDENCE AND LOOKS TO THEIR IMPLEMENTATION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEED FOR CONSENT SET OUT ABOVE. 

5. IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN DECIDED TO SEEK AN EARLY MEETING WITH 
THE OTHER PARTIES TO THE SUNNINGDALE DISCUSSIONS TO DECIDE UPON 
FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREED 
COMMUNIQUE AS FOLLOWS. 

PHASE ONE 

6. FOLLOWING SUCH DECISION, THE NORTHERN IRELAND EXECUTIVE AND 
THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WOULD FORTHWITH EACH NOMINATE SEVEN MEMBERS 
TO A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WHICH WOULD ACT, AS AGREED AT 
SU NINGDALE, ONLY ON THE BASIS OF COMPLETE UNANIMITY. 

7• THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD PROVIDE THE FORUM FOR 
CONSULTATION, CO-OPERATION AND CO-ORDINATION OF ACTION BETWEEN 
THE Nl EXECUTIVE AND THE IRISH GOVERNMENT IN RELATION TO THE . 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL MATTERS BELOW, WHICH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA SET OUT IN PARA 8 
OF THE SUNNINGDALE COMMUNIQUE:-

(1) ''TO ACHIEVE THE BEST UTILISATION OF SCARCE SKILLS, 
EXPERTISE AND RESOURCES: 

(2) TO AVOID, IN THE INTEREST OF ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY, 
UNNECESSARY DUPLICATION OF EFFORT: AND 

(3) TO ENSURE COMPLEMENTARY RATHER THAN COMPETITIVE EFFORT 
WHERE THIS 51 TO THE ADVANTAGE OF AGRICULTURE, COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY. ' I 
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CA ' I t';FO D LOL ~~ 
LOUGH FOYLE 
STL~ ES INTO POSSIBLE JOINT I~DUSTRIAL PROJ~ClS 

STUDY OF FUTURE ENERGY NEEDS AND RESOURCES 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
ASPECTS OF TRADE PROMOTION 
CROSS-BORDER DRAINAGE 
PLANT AND ANIMAL HEALTH 
HORSE-RACING, BLOODSTOCK, AND GREYHOUNDS 
CO-OPERATION IN CROSS-BRODER PLANNING 
CONSERVATION 
MARINE RESOURCES 
ELECTRICITY GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION 
INLAND WATERWAYS 
CROSS-BORDER RAILWAYS 
CROSS-BOREER ROADS AND BRIDGES 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
POLLUTION 
SPORT 
ASPECTS OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

8. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD UNDERTAKE THOSE . 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN RELATION TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND POLICING SET 
OUT IN PARAGRAPH 11 AND 15 RESPECTIVELY OF THE SUNNINGDALE 
COMMUNIQUE. 

9. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD MEET AT ALTERNATE 
VENUES NORTH AND SOUTH. 

10. FOR THE PURPOSE OF SERVICING MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS AND FOR THE EFFICIENT DISCHARGE OF ITS BUSINESS, IT 
WOULD APPOINT STAFF ON SECONDt-1ENT FROM THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
EXECUTIVE AND THE IRISH GOVERNMENT. 

SECOND PHASE 

11. FURTHER STEPS IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUNNI~GDALE 
COMMUNIQUE WOULD BE TAKEN ONLY AFTER A TEST OF THE OPINION OF 
THE NORTHERN IRELAND ELECTORATE. 

12. THE BASIS FOR THIS TEST WOULD BE THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION 
TO THE NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY (JE THAT WHICH WILL BE DUE 
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION ACT IN 1977/78). 

13. THEREAFTER • THOSE ELEMENTS OF SUNNINGDALE NOT INCORPORATED 
IN THE STEPS DESCRIB~D IN PARAGRAPHS 4-10 ABOVE '.>/OULD BE 
ACTIVATED WITH THE CONSENT OF THE ASSEMBLY. IN PARTICULAR, 
THESE STEPS WOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWit\G. 
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• ! 14. ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION WOULD BE INTRODUCED ~ROM TIME TO 
' TIME TO PROVIDE FOR THE TRANSFER 0~ FUNCTIONS FROM EXISTING 

DEPARTMENTS AND AUTHORITIES TO THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

15. THE COU CIL OF MINISTERS WOULD PROCEED TO THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A SECRETARY GENERAL AND OF ANY FURTHER STAFF RE UIRED I~ THE 

- LIGHT OF SUCH TRANSFERS OF FUNCTIONS. 

16. PROVISION WOULD BE MADE FOR THE NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF 
THE ASSEMBLY AND DAIL TO THE CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

17. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD DETERMINE THE LOCATION OF 
A PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS. 

AT THE END OF HIS STATEMENT, MR FAULKNER STRESSED THAT THE 

AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED BY THEM AS A UNITED EXECUTIVE. 
HE WENT ON:- ''I EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO ALL OF MY 
COLLEAGUES FOR THE HARDWORKING, DILIGENT AND CO-OPERATIVE WAY 
IN WHICH THESE DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT OVER A VERY 
LONG PERIOD OF WEEKS. I TRUST THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND WILL RECOGNISE OUR DETERMINATION TO SEE TO IT THAT 

ORDERED GOVERNMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND PREVAILS AT ALL TIMES.'' 

++++++++++ 
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