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Note for Kinister's Information 

• I 

1. The Deputy is probably referring to a report in the Evening Herald 

of Tuesday 25 February in relation to cross-border tra fie to tho Jonesboro 

Co. Armagh, market - 11 Armed G2rdai 1vill back up customs effie ials on a 

big drive against muscle men ••. ••••.. "(see photo copy of press report 

in file pocket) and also to the Irish Indepenuent re port of 26 February 

(copy in file pocket). "Gardai on tho Louth/Armagh border vTere an,;ered 

last night at suggestions tlut armed members of the force might be called 

on to back up customs men • • . . ...• • " 

2 . A Garda report relating to incidents on 23rd February and precs 

reports etc says that the market 1-1as organised by the parishoners to 

clear a debt incurred by the parish for the reconstruction of the local church 

and secondary school . It is in operation for some time (Sunday 23rd 

February vtas the 25th Sunday of the market) . Sites in a field are rented 

to traders by the parish cor.nni ttee and vridcspread publicity has been 

given to the market T(The re it is possible to purchase goods of all sorts 

at c~mparatively.low prices . There is heavy cross-Border traffic to the 

market and trQ..ders in the immediate Border area of the :qepublic "tvho Td"ere 

~1orried about a possible loss of business made approaches to the Customs 

Officials . On the 22nd February, the Gardai 1vere inforoed by the Cuotoms 

Officials that they intended to prevent people from using unapproved roads 

to and ,from Jonesboro and to direct them to the main Dundalk/ Belfast Road . 

Custons officers reported that on Sunday 23rd February (11 .10 a .m.) they 
.y' 

sal-T a masked man at Fluf_Ybridt;e 1·rhich is situated on the border bet\'leen 

Carrickar~n , Co . Louth and Faughili tra , Co . Armagh. On. t he same date 

(11 . 25 a.m.)
1 

a Garda sa\v t1-10 m2sked men at Church Lane , Dromad \vhich is 

about 200 yards from Flurrybridge and , at noon , three masked men approached 

customs officers at Feede ( on a "back" road from Dundalk to Jonesboro ) and 

ordered the customs officers avray . The Surveyor1Custom and Excise 1later 

ordered the men to return to their posts . They remained there until 

6 p . m. At 5. 30 p . m. an annonyrnous telephone call ·was ·received at Carrickarnon 

Custo:ns Post . The caller said " I bP.) i.ove tf1.2 t the ro.:1d~ G.:"C blocked by 

--,.. . ' 

Note for Ninister's Information 

• I 

1. The Deputy is probably referring to a report in the Evening Herald 

of Tuesday 25 February in relation to cross-border tra ic to the 30nesboro 

Co. Armagh, market - "Armed Ge.rdai 'viII back up customs officials on a 

big drive against muscle men ••. •••••• n (see photo copy of press report 

in file pocl~et) and also to the Irish Independent report of 26 February 

(copy in file pocket). "Gardai on the Louth/Armagh border "Tere anf;ered 

last night at suggestions tlmt armed members of the force might be called 

on to back up customs men ••. . ...•• 11 

2. A Garda report relating to incidents on 23rd February and pre8s 

reports etc says that the market 1'1aS organised by the parishoners to 

clear a debt incurred by the parish for the reconstruction of the local chux'ch I 

and secondary school . It is in operation for some time (Sunday 23rd 

February 1'las the 25th Sunday of the market) . Sites in a field are rented 

to traders by the parish COI:1D1i ttee and 'Vlidespread publicity has been 

gi ven to the marke t T..vhe re i t is possi bl e to purchase goods of all sorts 

at c~mparatively"low prices . There is heavy cross-Border traffic to the 

market and tr~ders in the immediate Border area of the :qepublic '\vho "..vere 

't'Torried about a possi ble loss of business made approaches to the Customs 

Officials . On the 22nd February, the Gardai w"ere informed by the Customs 

Officials that they intended to prevent people from using unapproved roads 

to anu ,from Jonesboro and to direct them to the main Dundalk/Belfast Road . 

CustOQS officers reported that on Sunday 23rd February (11 . 10 a .m.) they 
-V' 

sal" a masked man at Fluf.Ybridae l'Thich is situated on the border bet't'leen 

CarriCka~n , Co . Louth and Faughili tra, Co . Armagh. On t he same date 

(11 . 25 a . m.); a Garda sa''l tl'10 m2sked men at Church Lane , Dromad '\vhich is 

about 200 yards from Flurrybridge and , at noon , three masked men approached 

customs officers at Feede ( on a "back" road from Dundalk to Jonesboro ) and 

ordered the customs officers a\·lay . The Surveyor)Custom and Excise/later 

ordered the men to return to their posts . They remained there until 

6 p . m. At 5. 30 p . m. an annonymous telephone call 'was received at Carrickarnon 

Custo:ns Post . The caller said "I bp.) love t:h~ t the ro~dc ~rc blccl"sd. by 



2 
) 

you no~1. If the cars nre not wi thdravrn vri thin rolf-an-hour, you ~·Till 

suffer the consequences". Nothing happened as a result of this threat • 

. , 
3. As regards the appearance of 'the masked men, the Gardai say tha t the 

organiners of the market vrere in no vray involved and they do not kno".T the 

men's identity. Reports in the press regarding "muscle" men in o ~1eration 

I 
as v1ell as· reports about long queues at Carrickarnon have been denied by 

I the Gardai . They say that the Press report h3.s e_.:ageera te the i ncider..ts 

out of all proportion. 

4. The Garda S{och~na Code 76 . 2 provides: 

"An Officer of Customs and Excise vrho , in the execution of his 

duty, requires the protection of a Gr:.rda v1ill submit to the 

district officer, or member in charge in case of urgency, a 

l'rri tten application sto.ting the necessity for the assistance 

and the place and time at ~·rhich it is required . Assistnnce should 

be given if circumst ;.nccs permit". 

5. The Gard~i (C3) have stated verbally that the Provisional IRA have 

complete control over the operations of the Jonesboro market aud the 

Gardai suspect that the very large volume of traffic in and out of the 

area , l·rith little supervision by the customs officials , affords a cover 

f or subversive activities . 
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