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26 , Shandon Pe r k , ----"J;>£~1?. r. 
~il Ond.ey . 

Desr Peddy , 

As you doub tless know, the ge ne r a l att i t ude 

of the Coa lition Government t o the ~ort h ern rel snd question 

hss been c a us i ng concern among the nortoern minority • 

.. i th t he victory of the UUUC (which yo u mey re .~.ember I 

c •nfidently predicted to yo u in s fairly recent ph one 

t a l k) the resolution of the Dubl in gover nmen t not t o 
a ba nd on t he minortty in t he north msy we l l mean the 

d i f f erence b et .Jee n life and des th f or ma ny . St is e s grsve as 

that . 
Unfortun~tely the elect ion s ho\J ed wh t we bed 

fes red--t hs t t he r e i s little wi J l emong the rotestsn t 
major i ty f or concilistion,b ut en over whe l mi ng v ill end 
d e t er minat ion to achieve the compl ete dominati on t hat 

l ed t o the outburs t of viol ence in 1969. 
1 

hey hsve learned 

nothing f r om six ye srs of tro uble ! 

The SDLf well r e al i se thst t hey csnu ot d e f end 

one hun 1r ed er cent on the B r i t is h s tsnjing up to the 

vic tor i ous UUUC , end th et there i s quite e poss i bili ty of 
t he B rit i s h g oing beck on the ir s ts . d on pou er- she r i ng . 

The quest ion for t he ublin Gove r . ment, end the 

Twenty - s ix Count i es people i s-- in the event of the 

mi nority being sbsnd oned by the B rit i sh to the re- es t ab lish men t­

of e ro t estsn t srlisment fo r e ro t estsn t pee l e , V" i tb 

ex tremi sts like 1-eisley , .Jest , end Craig in ower, uhet 

wi l l the rish Government , snd whet wi l 1 t he pe opl e of 

the e ub lic , do ? 

It is , pe rha ps , the most i evsstst ing cr itic i aRH . 

of bot h Gove r nment and eo pl e , t hst the mi nor t y in the 

no .. : th noH f eel thet noth i ng will be done to defend t hem 
f rom 8 new reg i me of pogrom end d i scrimina tion . 

ear addy , 

4 L 97,; 

26 , Shand on 9r k , --flli~rr. 
~" ond9Y • 

As you do ubtless kno ~ , the ge neral ett i t ude 

of t he Coal i ti on Government t o the Nort he r n re l and question 

has been c a us ing concern among the nort oern minor ity • 

. 1i th t he victory of th e UUUC (wh ic h yo u may remember I 
c '.1nfid e ntly predict ed t o yo u in a feirly l'ecen t ph one 

ta l k) t he r eso l ution of the ubl in gover nmen t not t o 
9bandon the minortty in t he north may we l l me aD the 

d i ffe r ence bet ~een l i fe and death fo r ma ny . ~ t is es grave as 

that . 
Unfortun~tely the elect ion sho,led wh 2t we hed 

fe9red--thet there i s little wi l l smo ng the rotestan t 
majority for c oncilietion, but an over whelmi ng will end 
deter mination to achieve the c om l ete domi nat ion tha t 

led t o t he ou tburst of vi ol ence in 1969 . They ha ve l ea r ned 

nothin g f r om six yea r s of t r oub l e ! 

Tbe SDLf we ll rea lise th9t they can oot d e end 

one hun1red er cent on th e Br i tish standing up to t he 

victoriou s UUUC , and thet there i s qu it e a possibility of 
the B rit i sh going ba ck on the ir ste .. d on ower- s hering. 

he quest i on for t he ublin Gove r .lme t , 9nd t he 

Twen t y- s i x Coun t i es eople i s-- in the event of t he 

mi nori ty be i ng abandoned by the B rit ish to th e re - estab l i shmen t­

of a rotestant arl i ement for e rotestant eo l e , with 

ex tremi sts like eisley , ; est , end Cra i g in ower, wha t 

will t he ri sh Gov ernment , and whe t wi l l the pe o l e of 

the e ub lic , do 
It i s , erhaps , the most 1evas tating critici~ . 

of bot h Governme nt end eo l e , t ha t the min or t y i n the 

nO L,t h nO\1 feel tha t noth ing will be done to defend t hem 
f r om a new reg i me of 0f l. om and d i s cl· iminat ion . 
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Thet beli ef i s shared by the ext remi st Un ion ist le8der s , 

p~ r ticu~rly by \J ill i em vre i g , wh o has express ed thet 0 inion 
.... 

i n pr iva te ta l ks ~ i t h cer te i n pe op l e . e be l ieves that the 
Un ion i s t s , g iven e fr ee hend , c an '1deel 11

, wi t h the 0 e t holic 

'' rebellious" min ori t y , e nd tha t they can bu ild up nort :1 e r n 
s ecur i ty for ces s trong enough to fr i ghten the repu bl ic 

f rom any et t empt to inte r f ere . 
I n other words , t he UUUC be lieve thet ther e i s no 

suc h th i ng as e "Dub lin de t errent '' and thet t hey ca n 

lit erelly get ~H);.xxawey \, i th any t ni ng aga i ns t t he Ca t hol i c 
mino~ty , once they hav e celled the br i tish bluff and 

J.J 
~. rung from a r i te i n unwill ing to get mor e inv olved here , e , 
re luctant but nevertheles s reel agreement to rotes tent 

ru l e . 
In this gr i m c ontext the peec h et t he week- end 

of C. C. O' Br ien will only reinforce the w orst C~:~tho lic ~eers , 
.l. 

f v rther enco ureg e the rotestan t be lief i n the "no 

intervent ion i n eny c d icu ms te nces f r om t he 8 out b" theo r y of 

Cra i g , .. 
I ho pe th !l mr , o 'Br i en cen sleep ees ilyw ith hi s 

c onsc i ence af t er t h i s l ates t l ud i crous inter venti on 

into the situat ion . 
Yours sincerely , 

P s . The Government i n Dubl i n sh oulr'l rea lise thet e ri tish 

cli mb- rlomi' to the J: rotestant extr emists wi ll i nev i ti b ly and 

trag i cally l ead to~ a suing towar ds the rovos by l erge sec ti ons 

of t he Ga t holic opuletion ,wi th viol ence of e far greeter s ca l e 

t h~;~n l1es been s een yet . Yes , Dublin b eF.J r s a big res onsibili ty . 

2 . 
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