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DRAFT 

e r Prime Minister 

I know that you wi 1 short y be blishing a document on power-

shar·ng, as a preliminary to the Convention el ctions. or some 

time past we have been concerned at var:ous suggestions that have 

seemed to imply that this docum nt might contain as examples of 

power-sh·ring to b co si ered by the Convent"on forms of power-

sh ring that would not requir by l w membership by minority 

representatives o~ whatever orm of xecut·ve Northern Ireland might 

have under new Constit t"on 1 arr ngements. There has also been a 

tendency to substitute the vague term "partici,ation" for "power-

sh ring" in offic"al discu s ons on this subject, and in one recent 

instance an o icial of the Northern Irel nd Office actually 

suggested that among the fo s f "participdtion" that would be 

mention d in this proposed document would be "the system of 

entrenched minor"ty", which seems incom atible with minority 

part"cip tion in the xecut·v • 

Gar et Fitz e ld rec ntly SJ ok to Jim C·llaghan on this subject, 

when they met to discuss arr ngements for the British re-negotiation, 

and, o course, he alsop esseJ the point with Merlyn Rees when they 

met. I feel, however, th t h re may sti l be a danger of 

misunderstanding on this point nd accord· gly I should be grateful 

to h ve your rson 1 assurance t at our agr ed position stated in 

a joint communique last September, and confirmed in November st.ll 

stands- viz. that no form of a min"str·tion for orthern Ireland 

that does not include power-shar· g in government will be acceptable 

to your overnment - nd th t the forthcoming document will, despite 

any suggestions to the con r~ry at official level, make th 

explicitly clear. 

You will of course pprec· t t ct 3ny modification of our joint 

position on this matter, o o .he Irish dimension,(;ould place my 
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Government in an impossible situation, as~ would un ermine the 
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