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PETITION BY CO . MONAGHAN ID RDER RESI DENTS 
~~----------------------------------------

To Departments of 
IJ.n Taoiseach , 
Minis t er for Justice, 
Minis ter fo r Defence, 
and 

Longfield, 
Castleblayn ey, 

Co . :t-1onaghan . 

ff. _i'/J 20th October 1975 

Minis t er fo r Foreign Affai r s 
DAI L EI REANN , 
DUBLI N 

Take note, 

Re-British Army Incursion 
Monaghan/ Arm gh Frontier 
18th day of October 1975 

We the undersigned group of r esident s living on 
and owning property on the Irish Republ i.e si de of the Coun ty 
Monaghan/Armagh Frontier wi sh to decl ar e our shock, horr o•, and 
anxiety over the blatan t incursion petpetrated by a party o f 
Bri t ish soldiers on t he abo ve dat e , during which t hey carr ied 
arms and commandeered vehicl es on the re side of the Border. 
They al so moles t ed a number of Irish Republic citizens during 
thei r i ncur sion at Cl ar ebane, near Cas t l eblayn ey. 

The f ac t s of the incursion have al r eady been r eported to 
An Garda Siochana and we are particularly perturbed over the 
attempt made by the troops to appr ehend per son s on the Eir e 
si de of the Bo r der, during which they forced a f1r . John Hanr a tty 
of Teer, using threat s and undue physical forc e , to drive his van 
a dist ence of el mos t t wo mil es into the Republic. 

The British troops also terr~~sed a famil y liv~g in the 
Republic a s t hey sea rched t heir home a t Maghernakill, n ear 
Castl eblayney, causing p rticular hardship to a young wife and 
three childr en , as well as the hus. and, wkose motor- car t hey also 
took away at gunpoint and subsequently damaged. These per sons are 
Mr and f1r s Owen Brennan, and famil y, whose r esi dence is more than I i 
mil es f rom the incur sion point. 

A number of o t her re siden t s in the Republic wer e also t errorised 
by the t r oops during t heir es capade and cons equential claims for loss 
and inconvenience caused, mu s t be lodge4• 

We her eby r equest that an i mmedi ate protest be lodged wi t h 
t he British au t horities over the incident and an as~urance obt ained 
that a further gro ss viol ation ot this k ind wUl not be tolerated. Our 
concern has al ready been expressed in a t el egr am to the Taoieeach. We 
al so trus t that arrangements be ma de for compensation claims over the 
incursion to be met by the o f f enning forces . 

con t inued overleaf /-
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To Departments of 
1#11 Taoiseach, 
Minis t er for Jus tice, 
Minis t er fo r De f ence, 
and 

Longfi eld, 
Castleblayn ey, 

Co . t.fonaghan . 

2 f\ •. J/J 20th October 1975 

--
Minis t er for Foreign ~tt airs 
D I L El REANN , 
DUBL I N 

Take note, 

Re-British Army Incursion 
Monaghan/Arm gh Frontier 
18th day of October 1975 

We the un dersi gned group of r esiden t s living on 
an d ownin g property on the Irish Republic si de of the Coun ty 
Monaghan /Armagh Fronti er wi sh to declar e our sho ck, horr o_, and 
anxiety over the bl atant incursion pe~etrated by a p rty of 
British soldiers on the abo ve date, during which t hey car r ied 
arms an d commandeer ed vehicl es on the re side ot the Border. 
They al so molest ed a number of Iri sh Republ ic citizens during 
t hei r i n cur sion at Cl ar ebane, n e r Cas tl ebl ayn ey. 

The fac t s of t he incursion have al r eady been r e orted to 
An Garda Siochana and we are p r ticul arly perturbed over the 
attemp t made by the troops to appr ehend persons on the r e 
si de of the Bo r der, during which t hey forced Hr . John Hanr a tty 
of Te8r, using th r eat and un due physical fo rce, to drive his van 
a di s t ance of al mos t t wo mil es into the Republ i c. 

The Briti sh troops al so t errq,tised a f amily li viag in the 
Republ ic as t hey s earched t heir home at Maghernakill, near 
Ca s tl ebl ayn ey, c us ing p r ticular har dship to a young wife and 
thr e childr en, as well as the hus.and, wkose motor-car t hey also 
took away at gunpoint an d subsequentlY damaged. These per sons are 
Hr an d Mr s Owen Brennan, an d f ami l y, whose r esi dence is mo r e than Ii 
miles f rom t he incur si on point . 

A number of other re si dents in the Republic wer e also t errori sed 
by t he troops during t heir es capade and consequential Claims for loss 
and inconvenience cau s ed, mus t be lodged. 

We her eby r equ est that an i mme ate protest be lo dged with 
t he Bri ti authorities over the incident and an a s uranc e obtained 
tha t a further gro s s viol ation of thi s kind will not be to l erated. Our 
concern ha already been expres s ed in a t elegr am to the Taoieeach . We 
a1 SO trus t tha t arr angemen t s be made tor compen ation claims over the 
incursion to be met by t he 0 !fen ding torces. 

continued overleaf /-
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FinallY, we appeal tl the r espective Department s to t ake 
all necessary s t eps to ensur e tha t our lives and property 
are pr ot ected agains t the outlandish agr essi oD which was 
vdtn es sed by so many peopl e on t he abo ve date. 

Si gned on behalf of the following Border r es i dents 

M • • ./§~ • .. 4f.~ • ·. • • 
fir s Eli zabeth Coleman 

Secret ary. 
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FinallY, we appeal tl the r espective Department s to take 
all necessary s t eps t o ensure that our lives a~d pr operty 
are pr ot ected against the outlandish agreesioD whi ch was 
witnessed by so many people on the abo ve date. 

Si gned on behalf of the following Border r es i dents 

Counter- signed : 

M •• • /.j#.4. .. 4f.~~ . ' ... 
. Mrs Elizabeth Coleman 

Secretary. 



22n1 October 1975 

Pa.a r M re. Coleman, 

P r ivate Secr etary 
JVlinister for Justi ce 

Minlater for Foreign Affairs, 
Minister for Defence. 

Transmitted please. 
- F. MURRAY 

I wish to ackuowl;;1t.!g,""e lli~ rc~ipt of the pei.J tton s lgned by you and other 

C:ounty Mm:k.-..ghnn Border residellts rcganUng the r~eent tnct-:tent involving 

t.'i:le crousL'lg cf the Bo1'dt1r i n the Co.stiehlnyney ~:ron by Drlttsh troops. 

The Taotsr:,H:h htt.s asked me t() let you know ln reply thnt he hns b~n 

tn to-uch with the Mlnisrer for Foretg:t f ,ffr..trs about this matter ~J..·ho haa 

advt.sad him that within hoc.u·s o.t the incident the m~tter w~s taken t'P with 

tho nn~sh nuthorl.t.fet~ ar.n n f.ull inv~;~)f.ip<_tion. t~ {Avr:tcntly in pro-zreaa. 

British nu~holiti-:;s IU\ve exp:ras~ regret ~bcut the tn.cur ofon • . Tha 

lnV'! 3tigaUou ls c:ontinuinJ !lnd other a3,?Gcts o! the in.cldent particularly 

reports o! 1n.ti r::tidation of local people are being pu.r&'U~J wlthln the 

DrltlGh autbol.:ities. 

Yours sl.ncerely, 

. M.' '~P" Y 
Private• UacretRry 

Mrs. Elhmbetb Coleman, 
Longfield, 
CasUeblsynev, 
Co. Monaghan. 

22n1 Octobe r 1975 

Daar i>1' t'B. Coleman, 

Private Secrr~tary 

rVIinister for Justice 

MiDlster for Foreign Affairs, 
Minister for Deface. 

Transmitted please. 
F. MUf:PAY 

I wish to ac[mowl\;l":g;e ili;;: J;'cooipt of the pei.ition signed by you and otMr 

County Moar.ghan Border residents rcgarrllng the t\~(!ent lncl-.tent involving 

t.l:le crollllmg' ef the 1301'd(~1' i n the Custi.ehlltyuey Pore:. by British tr.oops. 

The TnoisI;G(;u hits asked me to let you know tn reply Ulnt ha hns b~n 

tn to-doh with the Mlnis~r for Forefg:t Aff2.1rs about thin mAtter who hc'UJ 

advised him that. within hOl.\rs 0,( the Incident the mt'tter was taken UIl with 

the TIrltish authorltfel~ flr~ II rull inv~; :;tirRtiOn. t ::: ",jrrontly in progreas. 

British nl)"hOliti,~s have e,gpras~ I'otr.ret ~bCt~t the in.cursion. , The 

lnv '!3tigati()ll Is <:ontinuinJ :lud othor a3j)Gcts or the hlc.ldent partIcularly 

reports of tntiuudatioll of locm people [~re ceing PUl.'Bu~J withln the 

D:dtlGh ,.i1,!tborHI"a. 

Yours sincerely, 

. M' 'RP Y 
PrIvate, r>Uc~tRry 

Mrs. Elizabeth Coleman, 
Longfield, 
Castlebhtyney, 
Co. Monaghan. 
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