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T. D. , 

The policy of the Gover~ent in r elation to Northern Ireland 

is bus ed on two ~rinciples; the necessity for a power-

sharing execut ive in Northern Ireland and the need to give 

a ppropria te r ecogni tion to the relationship which exists 

bet,veen the tvTO parts of Ireland. in such matters as economic 

and social policy and security. 

The Government has in all its communications vTi th the United 

Kingdom Government reiterated this policy. In September 

last, after a meeting which I held with -Ghe British Prime 

Kinister , Hr. Wilson,- the joint communique issued after the 

meeting sta ted:-

"On Northern Ireland both the Taoiseach and the Prime 

Minister agreed in the interest of all the people living 

there- and of tho people of both countries - . that peace 

and stabili t y should be r es tored on a basis commanding 

widespread acc eptance 1·ri thin t he con,.m1L.""li ty there. They 

re-:c..ffirr:J ed t h--d:; this objective can be achieved only if 

both sections of the community in Northern Ireland share 

power in Government. The Taoiseach and Prime Minister 

confirmed t ha t any enduring political arrangements must 

take a ccount of the s·pGcial relationship rThich exists 

between the tvTO parts of Ireland. This Irish dimension 

will be the subject of further consultations bett·reen the 

two Governments and also with elected representatives in 

Northern Ireland·". 

At a furt her meeting in November 1?-st, .Mr. Wilson and 

I reaf f irmed t he identity of our views on Northern Ireland 

as express ed i n the comffiuriique I have just quoted. 

The policy of the GoverTIIT ont in relation to Northern Ireland 

is b~sed on two principles; the necessity for a power-

sharing executive in Northern Ireland and the need to give 

appropriate r ecognition to the relationship which exists 

betw"een the tvlO parts of Ireland. in such matters as economic 

and social policy and security. 

The Government has in all its communi ca tiDns vii th the United 

Kingdom Government reiterated this policy. In September 

last t after a meeting which I held with "i;he British Prime 

r.t:inister, Hr. Wilson, the joint communique issued after the 

meeting stated:-

"On Northern Ireland both the Taoiseach and the Prime 

Minister agreed in the interest of all the people living 

there - and of tho people of both countries - . that peace 

and stability should be r es tored on a basis commanding 

widespread acceptance Hi thin -i:;he cOI<'mu.""li ty there. They 

rc-:c,ffi:rr:: ed thc,.-i:; this objective can be achieved only if 

both sectiol'_S of the community in Northern Ireland share 

power in Government. The Taoiseach and Prime Ninister 

confirmed that any enduring political arrangements must 

take account of the special relationship 'Thich exists 

between the tvlO parts of ireland. This Irish dimension 

will be the sub j ect of further consul ta tions bet1'leen the 

two Governments and also with elected representatives in 

Northern Ireland". 

At a further meeting in November l~st, I-1r. Wilson and 

I reaffirmed the identity of our views on Northern Ireland 

as expressed in the communique I have just quoted. 



2. 

The Governr~.ent bc2.i ever: thn:G continued insistence by the 

British and Irish Goverrr=1ents on the~ .r agreed policy on 

these rna tters, to VThich -:~hey E:.r e , separately and jointly 

cor.IDli tted will, in C.u::1 course, lead to a general recognition 

of the fc.:..ct tha t no alter:D.ative system of internal 

govcrr::::~e~ t i n n orthern Ireland, based on the exclusion of 

the ;nino:::.~i ty from power, will be acceptable to these 

sovereie;n gover:nll'.Emts or will be ivorkable in practice. 

Recognition of this rea lity by all the political leaders 

who seek to participate in the running of Northern Ireland's 

~ffairs is a n ecessary pre-condition for the creation of 

stable covernment and peace in Northern Ireland . 

The GoverntJEmt "\'Till take every opportunity of making its 

position clear vli thin Ireland, in Britain and abroad. 

In pm~suint~ its policy it has been proper for the Governrnent 

to keep in clos e~ touch 11i th political parties in Northern ., 
Ireland. It ;viJ_l cont inue t o do so - in particular, with 

the "SDLP, without 1-1hose o.cceptc:...nce, as the party which has 

repeat edly secur ed t he coYlfi dence of the vast bulk of the 

mli1ori ty, no eff ec t ive system of gov ernment can be put into 

ope r ution in Northern Ireland. 
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