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16th June, 1975. 

Dear Mr . Kennedy, 

I have been asked by the Taoiseach to reply to your letter 
of 23rd May, 1975 about t he killings of Ca tholics in Northern 
Ireland . The Taoiseach shares your concern a nd many 
representations on the subject have been mad? to the British 
Government who are responsible for law and order in orthern 
Irel and . Repeated assur ances have been received that they 
are doing their utmost to discharge thei r responsibility 
effectively. It is understood that in the recent past, both 
the British rmy and the J;{YC, have increased their force s in 
the areas mainly affecteO,il-ntensified their patrolling along 
lines where the t wo communities adjoin and t heir checking of 
individuals and cars. The RUC have also redeployed more 
detectives to Dungannon and Belfast. 

Unfortunately, r andom killings -which are being done on 
both sides - pose extrem~1·' difficult problems, both in 
prevention and detection .. ,.>tecisely because they are random. 
In spite of the problems involved the Br iti ah authorities are 
having an increasing measure of success . In the period since 
the beginning of this year over 150 persons carryi ng illegally 
held guns have been apprehended; 49 people have been charged 
with murder, compared with 75 throughout the whole of last 
year; and 52 people have been charged with attempted mur der, 
compared with 80 last year. In 1974 those charged f or murder 
and attempted murder were a lmost equally divided between 
Catholics and Prot estants . This year, those charged have 
been mainly Prote stdnts. 

The r itish authori ties ' view is that it is only when 
investigations into a case have been completed and charges 
made that it can be said , wi t h certainty r ather t han suspicion, 
t hat a member of one communi ty was killed by a member of the 
other community for purely sectarian reasons. I t is understood 
t hat 45 ca ses of identified sectarian murders have led to 
charges being made. Thirty-five of t he forty-five have been 
dealt with so far. As a consequence:-

(a ) 28 persons (24 Protestants an 4 .oman Catholics) 
have been convicted of murder in 21 of the 3~ cases; 

(b) 5 persons (3 Protestants and 2 oman Ca t holics) 
have· been convicted of manslaughter in 3 of the 
35 cases: 

(c) 2 charges of murder were not proceeded with as 
the accused had already received a sentence of 
life imprisonment; 

(d) 2 cases ended in acquittals; 

(e) 7 ca ses had to be withdrawn. 
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I am to say tha t the GoverrYnent, in line with i ts pol icy 
of t aking all act ion open to it to eliminate violence 
throughout Ireland w1ll continue ,~9 . impre&s on the British 
authorities , a s may be neceasary[~ecessity to do all 
in t heir power to prevent random killings and t o bring 
those who perpetrate them to justice. 

Yours sincere ly 

/' .. 

Mr. John Kennedy, 
144 Upper Kilmacud 
Blackrock , 
CO, DUBI.l N. 
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