
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2005/151/680 

Title:  Telex from Press Office, Stormont Castle, 

Northern Ireland with text of press release by 

Merlyn Rees, Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland, concerning recent outbreaks of 

violence in Northern Ireland, particularly in 

South Armagh, and describing deployment of 

police and armed forces and other increased 

security measures to be introduced 

Creation Date(s):    [2 September 1975] 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   1 page 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



,-, :::~ 'J () :·j_J~ f:: j 
~- - .. . ~:. i) ;~< = c. c:. ;: r-.- 5 ~1-~:....· I L Ji '\I . \ •. ._, .. ~ -·· · 

r· or~ TiL. j~ ·n:~ ,\T I :}\ 
FT< o;·.:; c.:. F~ R Y 

----i 

-
STOi~ l'-' 0:-\l CASTLE 

THC:: St~ C~E T/,~~y CF ~:iT/\TE. f.-OR. ~.;CJ RTH::r-?\r l c.~E L AI\)~) , r.fR t'':cR LYN R~:ES !·") , 

T OD/\Y H/\C> FU!~TH::: R D I SCUSS 1 0:-...!S · .. ·/ J"rf-1 THe GGC f' l I , L T CEhi :; I f~ 0;\V l D 
HOUSE , 1\!'~D TH~~ CH I EF COi\!.ST.43 Lr~ or- THE RUC, S I R J .t.M ! s FU1 1'i/\G/,~ . 
THC:Y REV!E't/ED THE t::Vt:: i\lJS OF THe~ P;\ST FE'·:./ '1/ r.:.:EK~-i l !\'CUJD ! f'\G THE: 
l i'IC I Dc f'.!TS L. AST i\: l G~T I f'! ;_.!H J CH SE: v~:N PCOPL.E ':i~>~E 1--~i_J ~H.>:q~:_: c;. . 

AFTEr~ TH:: D l SCUSS I Oi'\S THE s::CRETN~Y OF- ST!-1Tt ! SSIJCD THE FOL_LO .·!li~G 
ST;\ TU ... ~ E. h!T :' 

''LA.ST ~~l e+n st: v.::.:N PEOPLE ~~Jc::t~E i\t:UC<:DC:r~c.D ! r·~ c o L D ~L.OOD BY PC:Oi U:_ 
t-fHOSt: Of\L Y \~CH I V/\ T I Oi\i I S TO S TGn:: UP THE r:- I f-(~: 0~ SE CT AR i A~l 
H!\Ti~ED . TH~::>l f-llNR I F.Yi i\!G U~ l i·•: r-::S /-\Rc f...: OT f\it:·:i TO i~·J~<TH(:: ~~~~ l ~c:u~:\D : 

S I NCe 1959 THE T I DE OF V~ OLENCE HAS EB BE D AN~ FLO~~D AND MORE .. 
TH AN 1, 30:.1 F'ECi-'LE HAVE LOST TH f: U< L I VES IV,!.D CVC: F~ 13,C':OO HAV~ 
BEEI'--1 I NJU~ED . ':'/H/.I.T 1::; 1"-!t>-·1 f~O'·.'( I S THC: NATUf?E OF TH !\T \' i OLE.NC::: . 
S l f\:CE THE PEG i f\N [ t,;G OF THi S YE/~. 0, THE i;,1/\ ! i\' Tfl'<c!\T HJ-5 E:. E f~ Fr::·::.\-1 
I NT[ RF ACT i Cf\:/>.l_ f< I LL I i\GS AND CR I i'v'C: S 1,·/H I CH H 1\ VE: A PtJ!~i:: I_ Y SE CT ,.1.:~ i f:J '-i 
OR CR I MI NAL MOT l VAT l O~ . I 

· o:--..~ BOTH s 1 DES or~ THE c m.t.MuN 1 TY THE I~E ARE S1/:ALL Gr-wurs OF PEO!:>i_E , 
SHf\DO:.IY tvi t::N ANJ ':.JO~iEN , · '·:'/H O DISTA I !'J THE COi'-:STR .A I NTS m: N0~~·1 f, L, 
C ! V IL! Sr::D STP.f'~D;'I.R DS , NO CONCE i Vt,f3 LE POL.iT JC/-\L C!~USE CAN 3~ 
/\DVN\Cf. D f3'( THE GJ\f\!GSTEF~ E:~ LcYIEf\TS ~:/H O L AST N i GHT F I RE D .l\R~'i/\L l TE 

. R JF.LES l h!TO THE Of~i\f,)GE H.L1LL N:~ ;, ':( tE '.vTO:.t.fi\JHN.J\lLTO>! K I LL. U,'G r--o_~n . 
Ai\D 1i.JOUND I r<G SEVEI'i PEOF{E. 1 T I S I N SOUTH ,t, f-;fv':.i\GH '·:JHEI<E :_;ov::: OF 
THE t·.-'IQST l · l O'~R I r-· '{1 1\!G CR u .. ~c: s Or Rt:: Ct:NT YEN<S H AVE StU\ C() i·.~M ITTC:D. 
SOf.1E Pt.:OPLE ~-1 A.Y SED\ TO EXCUSt: TH~ !<: I l.l1 1-..!GS 1•/H I CH H AVE SEd~ 
CARR I ED OUT TH=:Rt:: I ~ RECENT.DAYS ON THE GqOU~DS TH AT ' ' THE . 
LE ADt.:RSH I P '' HAVE L OST CCJI\!H"<OL OR r...S HEV[ i\!Gr:: FO I~ OTHER S:::CT/l_q l f:o.f\ , 
SUT TH I S I S PERVER TC:D L OG I C AND SUCH A V I C I OUS C I RCL E OF D~ATH 
I S /; THRF. /\T NOT 1-..E r~E l_Y -m l i\'D l V l DU!\L S BUT TO THE 1-'/iiOLE cm.~i'-'1\.J\l i TY." 

/\ NUM3CR OF NE't/ ~-~f::.t\SURES f...RE · GE I NG I NTRODUCE D BY THE SECUR I TY 
FORCf::S I \: P!lfHS OF SOUTH . AR~·MGH , Pb.RT I CULN~ LY I N CE:< TA i f\! RUL.~t>. L 
/ \R F. AS WHERE THr::Rt:: ARE l SOL f'.TED COi''Jt .. ~UN I T I t:S . 

F I RST: MORE TROOPS WI LL BE RED~ PLOY~ O ~ ~ - THE COURSE OF TODAY ! N 
THI S M~C:A AND THE HI CH:: R L EVEL OF ~:; :::: CLJR I TY ~-ORCE />.CT I VlTY ',ofJ LL 
CONT I NUE . 

S::COND: POL.!CE RE I NFORCDI.ENTS ARE ALr~E N)Y . I N THE l ..RE A I NCLUD I NG 
SPEC I AL PATROL GROUP OFF I CERS . 

~ - . -

THI RD: TH:: SECUR ITY FORCES 'f/I LL BE EXTEI\:D I NG THE SCOPE OF THIER 
ACT I V ITI ES . IT WOU(D NOT HEL P TO I TEMI SE l H i S M~ASURE I N A 
PU3 L I C STAT~MENT . . 

FOURTH: BORDE R CROSS I NGS AR~ BE I NG REV I E'!!ED AND MORE R.OAC)S '•/1 LL 
~E CLOS~D A~~ ~ATCHED TO MAKE THE MOV~M~NT,OF TERq OR I STS MG~ ~ 
D l FF I CULT . 

FH--fl-1: ·:t:: l .RE I N CONT/I.CT ~.vfTH THE AUTH Of< I T ! ES OF TH~ !>~ I SH 
REPU3L IC A30UT · THESE S~R I OUS I NC I DENTS. 

'tiE H AVE ALSO CONS.I DERED ltlriE TH:.:: R A CURFE\'/ 1:/0ULD BE HEL PFUL. THE 
TWO MA l ~ PROB LEMS ABOUT A CURFEW ARE THAT I T ENTA I LS A · R~AL R I SK 
TO I NNOCE~T ?~OPLE AND TH AT I T CAN BE DI FF I CULT TO E~FO~C~ E V~N 
OVER S~ALL ARE AS . MOREOVE R JT TI ES UD POL I C: A~~ SOL D I ERS WHO 
CAN PROCUCE 8C: TTER RESULTS BY .b.CT ! VE P.t,.TROLL! ~\G . I T I S NOT 
PROPOSE D TO l i\TRODUCE ONE AT TH I S STAGE • 

. TI-lE NUt-ABER OF PEOPL.E \•JHO CGi'1M l .T TrESE t-~u:~Qi:.RS i S 51 ... '= ALL; TH:: Y !•lUST 
BF KNO~N AND I NFORMAT I ON A30UT THEM SHOULD 3E G I V~ N TO THE 
S~CUR I TY FORCES. TH I S CAN SE DONE I N CCMPL ET:: CC~F I DENC~ AND I S 
F c:;c; cN T l AL 1 F i NNOCENT fJEOPLc P.O. C. TO l? E f-,su: TO GO ABOUT THC: I R 
~~~~AL BUS I NESS I N SAFETY' ' · 1 : 

~(jr~ Ti f .. f~.TT:: ;\: T I CY, (1 ;- :-; i ! '.Ci··;~ '< 
Fr~ 0;'.1] C, ~~ ~'-( RY 

ROt"~ fT~bS OFF I CC , 5TOFWOi\:T CASTU:: 
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TH:': ::i t~ C~ [H,~;'( Of' ~:iTfI"l"E l~b R ~<~)RTH::r,\1 I cc LAh!C) , ~f~ i<ERLYf\j RcE::i !.fD , 

TODI\Y 14/\1) FUrHH::: R DI SCUSS 10:\15 ',,'.' lTH TI': c GOC I'! 1 , LT GU\I :)1 f~ DI\\! I D 
HOUSE , I'-'.I'JD TH~= C:H l l~ F' cm~3T.L\3 L r= or- THE FUG. 5 1F< Jl',M I ~ FLf\ I \it\,GA;--~ . 
THcY RE V I E'!!t:D THE EVt: i'-!J:3 OF THc:~ P!\:,T Ff->I "lEEKS I !'>!C L.!JD I [-,;C THE 
II"C I Dc: r,TS L. AST i'\ I G~T I f'! "'JH I CH SE: V':: !'-j ?i: OPL E ':!E1-:[ i',~U RG=-R :: U. 

AFTEr,: TH ::: D I SCU5S I 0i'\5 THE S::: CRE Ti\f~ Y or:- ~,T!\TE I S51JC:O THE F OLLO 'ill'-.:G 
S T:\ TE fv~ci\lT :' 

" L As'r NiGHl SEV=N PEOPLE Wt:RE MU~DER~ D ! !~ COLD SL,OOD BY PEO PLE 
\'IHOSe C.J['L y ;,:ClT I VII T I Df\j I S TO 5 TC'!f<E UP THE F I R~ Ob SE CT !l,R I /\ f\1 
H;HF<ED , TrE St. 1-I 0'lR I FYi f\!G U W ,:r::S I-\R c~ I,OT I'.!f:::-:i TO ;,O,Hf-:C: :-'; ,\ I =iC'LA>..'D : 
S I NC~ 1959 THE T I DE OF V1 0LENCE HAS EBBED AND FLaj~ D AND MORE 
TH.ll.N 1,30D F'EOr-'LE HAVE LOST TH E l f< LIVES IV'>!'O OVC:F~ l ,),C)oO HAVE 
BEEN I NJU?ED . WHAl I S NEW i\:OW I S THE NATURE OF TH AT VIOLENCe. 
SII\~CE THE fkC;!i,N lf<G OF' THi S YEt,P.. THE f~I!I ! i\' T!nE !,T Hf'S "'. E:Ef'>! F r:;C : ,~ 
I ~~lT PF ACT I GN/>,L 1< lL,L I j\:G5 l\i',)D eR I Iv'e: c) \'IH 1 CH H /\Vc A P\j !~fT Y SE eT ,",R if:J~ 
OR CRIM I NAL MOT ! VATIO~. • 

. O~ 80 TH 5 I DES OF THE CQtJ;f',UN 11'( THEnE Af~E 9,!:ALL GROUPS OF PEO!:'>LE, 
SH~DOjY M~N AND WOMEN , WHO DISTA I N T~IE CONSTRA I NTS OF NO~MAL 
C ! \' I L I SED 5Tf-J~[:/\RD 5, NO CONCE I VJI2 LE PJL I T I CAL CAUSE CAN aE 
I\DVN~C:[ [) GY THE GpNGSTE,f~ E.LcY,E:';T5 ','IHO L!.lS T f\l iUIT F I R;: D .l\R M/\LIT~ 

R I FLES H'>!TO THE OfV\'f':G~ f.il\LL N:~J\ S( ~~;=~·~'TO'.'.fi\HNJ\lLTO'\! K I LLlt\'G FO\F< 
A~D WOUND I~G SEVEN PEoplE. I T I S IN SOUTH ARMAGH WHERE SOME OF 
THE: i'-'!OST 11O rm IF'/l i'iG CR l r"t: 5 or r~ECENT , YE:N<S H,ll.VE SEEJ, CO:'·~M lTED . 
sm,E PE OPLE HA Y SEEf~ TO EXCUSE THE 1< I L Ll t'iGS \'!H I CH H/,VE SEa~ 
CAR R I ED OUT TH ERE I N RECENT DAYS ON THE GROUNDS T i~ AT "THE . 
LE ~r'::-R --L{ I P '1 U/\lC LO~ l' CCJ[d'fF)O L () :) r:,r'· RC\r ,-"c'c en') ()'fU fCR c.:C-C~t!D I /!f' _ ' ·'.JL \Jr I -ll~ " .L- .J '\, :\ , ~ .J L.. -L I\ :.Jt_ I ~I\ ..... , -1_ . '-" __ 1., \ ,\i , 

SUT l~iS 15 PERVERT~D L OGIC AND SUCH A VIC I OUS C I RCLE OF DEATH 
I S /\ THRU .. T i\: 'JT 10c:r~E L Y 'j 'O I i'~D I V I DU/\L5 BUT TO lHE \!!ilOLE Cm":i"'!U>,) I TY. I , 

A NUM3ER OF NEW MSASURES AREBE: I NG I NTRODUCED BY THE SECUR I TY 
FO RCES 1:-": PMHS OF SOUTH ' ARr}, J\GH , Pb.RTICULN~LY l l'-J CE~nA I f',! RUC(/l, L 
t \R EAS '!!Ht:RE THERE ARE · I SOLr'\TED COj\1t,~UN I T I ES. 

F I RST: MORE TROO PS WI L L BE REDEPLOYED I ~THE COURSE OF T ODAY !N 
TH 15 N ?EA AI\;D THe: HI CH:':R L t:VEL ore S::Cl JR I TY FORCE Iocr 1 v I TY ',of I L L 
COI'-JT I NUE • 

SECOND: POUCE RE I I\;FORCEMENTS ARE ALr,ENW I N THE /8E A I NCLUD I I\;G 
SPEC I AL PATROL GROUP OFF I CERS . .. - .-

TI-1I RD: THE SECUR ITY FORCES '1I L L 8E EXTEND I NG THE SCOPE OF TH I ~R 
ACTI V ITI ES . IT WOU( D NOT I~ E L P TO I TEM I SE lHIS ~~ASURE 11\; A 
PU3LI C STATEMEN T. 

. ' 

F OURTH: BORDER CROSS I I'JGS ARC: BE I I\;G REV I E'!lE D AND fvl0RE ROASS "f! LL 
cE CLOSED At\D 'N lnCHED TO ~11\KE TH E MOV::~·;c.rH, OF TERROR I ST:; ~,IC?::: 
D I Fr' I CULT . 

F Ir-TH: 'lE ARE I N CONTfI.CT \oJ lTH THE AUTHOK I T I ES OF THE lidS;-: 
RE PU3L fC A30UT THE SE SER IOUS I NC I DE NTS. 

'NE HAVE ALSO CON5 ID~RED "ll l-iETHER A CURFEW WOULD BE I-E L PFUL. THE 
TWO MA I N PROB L EMS ABOUT A CURFE W ARE TH AT I T ENTA I LS AR~AL R I SK 
TO I N!\OCENT PeOPLE At\D TH AT IT CAN BE [) I FF J CULT TO E:t\FORC:-~ EVi:N 
OVER S~ALL AREAS . MOREOVER I T T t ES UC POLIC~ AND SO L D I ERS ~HO 
CAN PROCUCE 8C: TTER RC:SULTS BY fl.CTIVE P/\TFiO ll! ~'G . IT 15 NOT 
PROPOSED TO I i'\TRODUCE ONE liT TH IS STAG~ • 

. TI-12 NU~BER OF PEOP L E: WHO COMM I ~ THES~ MU~qE~S I S S~ALL ; THEY Mus'r 
8F KNO~N AND I NFORMATI ON A30U T THEM SHOULD 3E G I V~N TO THF 
S~CUR I TY FORCES . TH I S CAN SE DONE I N CCMDl ETE CCNF I DENCE-AND I S 
FSs cN TI AL I F i NNOCENT PEOPLE ARE TO [E ASlETO GO ABOUT T~IE I R ._,--"- F-Ty 'l ' 
NORMA L BUS I NESS I N SA ~ • I ' 
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