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~u~l .i.Hto diff.ia--sJ.lti~e lat.~r - ~nd !.~~rt.?.inly l~v~· (.m-r.-se1.,,•(2f~~\ 
ops!'\ to oerlou~ crJ.t.:Lci~m by part.tGt.;.; 11:mic?1 <Jid nrJ'~ ~;e,~c·~.i.'\i·c · '· \ 
such fdot.d.f;tanc~e nnd rlig'h't~ r.ftq<.trd :i:t. ~-:t~ \'ttl mi'!f.'<:~j:;an'>:.~:d ·--;. · 
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So-uth'J 
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conce1:ned that ,,.,:~ s.hould do nothing that r:ti ~Iht , i n. any ''.:~tt.:b 
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OIFI G AN ARD AI GHN E 
(Attor· n e ~ Ge n e ra l's Off ice) 

BAILE ATHA CLI ATii 

(D u b li n 2) 

25 J un e , 1975 

I am enclosing herewith. for your info.r mation a 

b~ie f me mo randum of .a couple of meetings which I had with 

repre senta tive s of the SDLP. 

I am sending a cop y of this me mora ndum to the 

. Mi~·Ht"er_ for :JF,oreign Affairs for his info r mation. 

Sincere ly yours 

r. 

Liam Cosgrave Esq. T.D. 

Taoiseach 

DUBLIN 2 
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OIFIG AN ARD AIGHNE 
(ALtor-n e ~ Genera 1'5 OFFice) 

BAllE ATHA CllATIi 

(Dublin 2) 

25 June, 1975 

Northern Ireland situation 

De a r Taoiseach 

I am enclosing herewi.th for your info.rmation a 

brief memol-andum ofa couple of meetings which I had with 

representatives of the SDLP. 

I am sending a copy of this memorandum to the 

. Min H t ,er. for :)Fpreign Affairs for his information. 

Sincere ly yours 

I. 

Liam Cos grave Esq. T.D. 

Taoiseach 

DUBLIN 2 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
. { 

; . 
, ... 

Memorandum of meeting held on the 24th and 25th June , 1975 
with representatives of the SDLP. 

On Monday the 23rd June I recej~ved a phone call from 
Mr. Seamus Mallon request~ng a meeting for the 
purpose of discu s sing means of supplying l egal advj_ce 
to the SDLP. A meeting was arranged for the followi ng , 
day. 

On the 24th June I saw Mr. Ivan <;::oop e r, Mr. Paddy Duffy 
Mr. Seamus Mallon and Ivlr. Eddie McGragy. ·rhey -
informe d me~t they we r e a comm~ establish2 d by 
the SDLP for the .purpose of prsparing a docume nt or 
docume nts on power-sharing and the Council of Ireland . 
The d ocument would be c onsidere d by the party pd_or t .o 
presentation to the Convention. They referred to . 
previous conversations \·Jhich I h a d had with John HUI~e 
and Austin Currie in which I had offered to make 
available legal advice to the SDLP if it was requi red. 
They stated that they ;.we d ed n ow such lega l advice and 
put forward for n~ consideration the names of 
Mr. Kadar Asmal and Mr. Rory O'Hanlon and asked for 
my views. I strongly recommended Mr. O'Ha nlon ani! it 
was agreed that he should be approached. 

On the 25th June a meeting was'held with Ivlr. O'Hanla,,, 
Mr. CooP.§.r, Hr. rjallQU and myse lf. Mr. 0 '1Ianlon 
agreed to act as Advisor. 

It was agreed that his appointment would be kept 
~a a strictly__c_onfidential basis. - The SDLP has 
available to -i:'"t'Cas have othe r Convention Parties ) a 
Slli~ of £4,000 for the appointment of experts. It was 
agreed that the question of payment of Mr. O'Hanlon's 
fees would b e deferre d for the moment. I indicated 
that if necessary I could discharge his fees but ·i:hu·t 
I thought it would b e desirable from many points of 
view that part of the fund available to the SDLP 
would be used for this purpose. This aspe ct of the 
appointment is to be discussed later. 

It was agreed that I would keep in close touch wi th 
Mr. O'Hanlon and that initially he would prepare 
a document for the SDLP base d on their position in 
relation to power-sharing %k'4....the Counci.l of Irel and in 
the context of the continuance of Northe rn Ireland as 
part of the United Kingdom. It was agreed that at a 
later date legal problems ~iising in possible 
suggestions . for a n e gotiated independanc~ would be 
considered . 
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Memorandum of mee ting held on the 24th and 25th June , 1975 
with repre sentative s of the SDLP. 

On Monday the 23rd June I rece{ve d a p h one call fr om 
Mr. Seamus Mallon reques t!ng a meeting for t he 
p'Jrpo se cif discuss ing meaYl S of supply lng l e g a l adv:Lc e 
to the SDLP. A meeting was arrange d for the following 
d a y. 

On the 24th June I saw Mr. Ivan C;:oop e r, Mr. Paddy Duffy 
Mr. Seamus Mallon and 1'1r. Eddie MC~~c:3Y. They 
informe d me tha t they we re a cormn'i ,ee esta blishe d b y 
the SDLP for t h e purpose "of prepa ring a docume nt or 
docume nts on power-sharing and the Council of Ireland . 
The d ocument would be c on s ide r e d by the p a rty prior t.o 
presentation to the Conve nt i on. They referre d t o . 
previous conver~ations which I h a d had with John Hl~e 
and Austin Currie in which I had offe red to ma ke 
available legal advice to the SDLP if it was requ i red. 
They state d that they nee ded n ow s uch lega l advice and 
put forward for n~ conside ration the n a mes of 
Mr. Ka darAsmal and Mr. Rory O'Hanlon and a s ked f o r 
my vievls. I strongly r e conune nded Mr. 0' H,mlon anc'! i t 
was agreed that he should be approached. 

On the 25th June a meetj_ng was:' held with Mr. O'Ha nloD , 
Mr. Cooper, t;lr. f;,1allo.ll and myse lf. Mr. 0 '11anlon 
agreed to act as Advisor. 

It was agreed that his appointme nt would be ke pt 
oa a strictl~':10nfidential basis. - The SDLP has 
available to ~ _ (as nav'e othe:i?""""Convention Parties) a 
Slli~ of E4,000 for the appointment of experts. It was 
agreed that the question of payment of Mr. O'Hanlon's 
fees would be deferre d for the moment. I indicate d 
that if necessary I cO'Jld discharge his fees but tl16 t 
I thought it would b e desirable from many points of 
view that part of the fund ava ilable to the SDLP 
would be used for this purpose. This aspect of the 
appointment is to be discussed later •. 

It was agreed that I would keep in close touch with 
Mr. O'Hanlon and that initially he would prepare 
a ~ocument for the SDLP base d on their position in 
relation to power-sharing %.'~the Counci.l of Irel and in 
the context of the continuance of Northe rn Irel and as 
part of the United Kingdom. It was agreed tha t a t a 
later date legal problems ~iis ing in p ossib le 
suggestions for a negotiated in dependanc~ would b e 
conside red. 


	0
	1
	2
	3

