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ight o th Conv tion r ult t the GDL had hop d 

h t th ir 1 ight b tak n i to ccount by th 

Gov n nt h r in r - s s ment. Th y h d 1 ay 

pt the Governm nt her ully n compl t ly infor ed 

of hat th y wer doir.g and durinq the po r- baring 

t lks of 1973 nd th U tri of 197 id o virtu lly 

on d ily b sis. Thy fi d i· ccept bl th t 

Dub Go\7 r nt po ... m 1ou .(1 nnounc \1 ~thin 24 . o 

of the 1 ction r · s 1 ~h t (1) h pol~cies to hich t e 

d co :un tted no ~n tt inable nd 

(ii) th t rnativ is continu tion of dir ct rul 

ithout a y con lt tion with or v nc not"o to the 

SDLP. T y f 1 th t th ir par icip tion in th Convention 

1 now e tre ely difficult nd th t th ir credib lity in 

h y s of th 

r d c i t y 

f n 1 c or 1 

h SDLP f el th 

!nor ty co uni y 111 b drastically 

rticip t in a Convention on thQ basis 

d t ba ed o polioi s s id by 

to b n tt inabl • 

t: Mini ter fo Posts and Tel graphs 

h under tim t d t e c pacity an pot ntial of the IRA 

to influ nee ~· e opments in orthern Ireland (and 

ventually in both parts of Irela d) and that_he h s 

mistak pression of the general attitude of the 

minori y community. His alysis of the consequ nces of 

th Convention's failinq is ther ore inaccurate. 

En route back fro D rry, I called to see ustin Currie in 

Donaghmore. His attitud to the Minister's int rview was similar 

to Bume's.but wa express d much more bitt rly. He pointed out 

that, gain t his ·better judgement, he had be n persuaded to stand 

for th Conv tion and th reby expos him lf and his family to 

con id r ble p ysical and £inane! ., distr s. The 1 st h h d 
r 
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hoped for was th t peopl lile hims lf would be list ned to by 

t e Gov rnment in Dublin befo e th y pub icly announc d their 

abandonment of the old North rn Ir 1 nd policy and the announcement 

of new on • 

Hume nd Currie s id that th y p sonally, and they hoped most of 

th ir coll gues, ould not re ct publicly o th inister's 

intervi w though individual m er such s D vlin and Mallon ould 

probably continu to m ke their own comm nts. ( allon is in som 

diffioulti· s within the p rty. As result of ~onstituency row, 

he did not ace pt p rty irection on th organisation of the 

1 ction camp ign in Armagh and ran a strong personal campaign which 

was t 1 t contributory factor in Pa dy O'Hanlon•s failure to 

win a seat.) If th Taoi ach had any me sage to conv y to the 

SDLP rising out of th Conv ntion result , they would appreciat 

receiving 1 a oon- as possibl • Th n ly elected Convention 

members would b me ting this week, proba ly on Wednesday and a 

reaction befor th n would obviously be 

SeS.n Donlon 

5 May 1975 

c.c. Mr. D. Nally (D/Taoiseach) 
PSM 
PSS 

lpful. 
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