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l • 1~ t a 1ne e t i r1 g in Go ve rnme n t l' u i 1 c1 in g s in 14 l\ u gust 19 7 5 , t.Le 

: Goverru~1ent vlas represeni:<:~d by Mr. I3. Cori.sh, T. D. 1 'J.'[tnaiste r~ 
i. 
t 

1'1inister for Health anc;l Dr. G . . FitzGerald( rr.D. I Hinister for l'orci~r 

J\ffaj rs and Jche SDLP by I1~ss·r. J. Bt.1111e and 7\. Cu --ric. Mr. C:efln 
\ .. .... I ' I 

Donlon of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Hr. ,~.1 . Kirw an of 

the Del artment of the T<.t iseach \·.rcre al!30 1- rescn i.:. 

2. Mr. Hmue explained th at the SOL vJ:i.shc t1 to inform the 'ovcrn::lCJ t.J 
about: the privai:e talks cthey wc:.re having \·;i ·t11 the UUUC and · n 

particular n tbe posit ion \•.thi c~1 lhc] were a<.loptj_n9 j n thoc;c t'· J.ks. 

'l'heir general approach ,.,as that t.he principles of po·:Jer-sharing 

and an Irish dimension vleJ:e. noJ)-·ncgotiablc but that ·hc~y voulcl J.oo: 

at the UUUC obj cctions to 1J1csc~ pJ.~inciples u1•e by onr-:;! nnd te <:1 ~;;e ther· 

out fully. Nothing of substance had j n fact yc ·'- pa~-::scd bet\·10-r:: n 

the tv1o sides but the general atmosphere at the tv:o n <:!8 t:Lngs vlas 

bet ·cr tJ1an had been cxpectred. Craig hdd, for in~~ t<-tnce, r::mar}~ed 
. ... 

on a number of occasj on s - each time usi~1Cj the saru.e, appaJ;en tly 

carefully vlorkcd cut, form o£ .~dordi11g ·- tl at if agreement could be 

·' 
reached on inPtitutions of go'vern1nent for Northern Ireland 1 there 

would be no difficulty in freely negotiating between north a1d 

south the setting up of a body or bodies to deal with 1nattcrs of 

common concern . Hr . JiumG said that the first rnecting be tHe en the . 
two sides had been cscentially prelin1inary in nature and the real 

discussion ~zould corrunence at. a series of meetings beginning on 19 

August and continujng on a daily Easis thereafter for about a 

fortnight . At the meeting on 19 August the t\·70 sides Houlc1 exch2n'i 

papers setting out their positions on the understanding t:hat the 

papers would be returned at the end of the meeting . t1r . Currie 

said that agreement had been reached at the Convention Busii1ess 

.. Com.mi ttec that day that the resumption of the Convention would be 
' 4 

po;;tponcd until September 1 probably t .hc 2nd or poscibly the 9·th~ 
•• ,1 •• 

I 
J 

1. l\t a Ineet.i!lg in Government Puilc1ings in 14 l\ugust: 19'75, t~he 

: Covernlnent was rf.!presen l:ec1 by Hr. I3. Cor i.sh I rr. D. I l '[inai ste & 
i . . 

Hinis ter for Health an<I Dr. G. Fi tzGerald I rr. D. I I1inister for Forei q 

Affairs and Jche SDLP by I-1ess·r. lJ. Htllne and 1\. C lrric. Mr. s 5n 
" \ ... ' , ~ 

Don]on of the Department of Poreign l\ffairs and Hr. ".1 Kirwan of 

the Department of the Taoif:'cach \;rcre al!3o l:· rcsc t. 

2. Mr. BUTHe explained tb at the C'DLP vlislle(] to inforn1 the Govcrn:uc.. t 

about the privat c talks tthey ",c:rp having \".' -h tl c nUDe and . n 

particular "n t.he poc i -ion. \oVhic~1 i...hc1 were adopt,in9 j n thoc;c l:ulks ~ 

'rheir general approach \'r18 that 1:11e princilles of pO'dcr-sharing 

and an Irish dimension Vl'?rc non-·negotiable but t:hat they \'~oulc1 1uo ( 

at i...h8 uuue objections to 'Lhe~c r.).:-inciples Ulle by one and tec1se t.hG~· 

out fully. Nothing of subsJcance had in fact yet: p(l~~scd bct\'}(~~(::n 

the tV10 sides but t.he general atmosphere at the tVl0 11 c8tingc. was 

bet: -er tl1an had been expecbed. 
, 

on a. n'l.lmbGr of occasjons - each time usi~lq the sarne,-ppal';ently 

carefully Vlork(~d Gut, -orm of :'dordillg .- that if agrl-;ement could be 
,~ 

reached on inp -itutions of g-o'vcrnlnent for Northern Ireland l there 

would be,no difficulty in freely negotiating between north ald 

south the setting up of a body or bodies to deal with Inattcrs of 

common concern . Hr. IIume said that the first rneetil';g br;;.. t\'leen the . 
two sides had been c~sentially preliminary in nature and the real 

discussion ~,ould corrunence at. a series of nleetings beginning on 19 

August and continujng on a daily Ba~is thereafter for about a 

fortnight. At the meeting on 19 August the two sides \voulc1 exch"" ... 

papers setting out their positions on the understanding that the 

papers would be returned at the end of the meeting. Mr. Currie 

said that agreement had been reached at t.he Convention Busiiless 

.' Conunittee that day that the resulnption of the Convention would be , 
'. pOl>tponcd until September l probably the 2nd or poscibly the 9th~ 
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3. Ivlr. IIume then outl ·.nec1 t . e ol)j ecti ve of SDLP f' trategy ·Jh .i cb 

v1as to uni·l:e the people of Ireland behind and in support: of the 

ins ·Lit.ution~:, of govcrnnv~nt in Ireland north and south. To achieve 
t 

t. 
this the SDI P propor~ec1 that any set.tlernent arrived at v1ill have, ns 

pa1:-·t of it, a refercn.dum in tl1e Nor #h and in the couth asking tl1e 

people to ctippor·t· ·tl1e agreed institutions. 'I'his approach would 

clearly have consequences for the present Cons-itution of the 

Rcpu lie but in a new situation where the institutions North and 

South tderc c. greed it should be possible to. obt:ain the ngrGement. 

of all parties in the ReJ]ubJ.j c ·to a nc\\7 C'onsti tution which 

.r~cogni sed the new J:eali ty in Ireland anc1 \·Jhich en'·hrined the 

philosor-Y o : partnership. In these circnmsi: ances, the SDLP fcl·t 

t.hat a new conc:;;ti.tution could be enacLed, rather than amr.;nding tJH:~ 

existing co11 s ti tu t-' on. rrhere \-JOUld be an opportunit.y for cre0t.in.g 

an in1~ginc:rt.ive cons·Li -Lt tion to correspond to the J!ew si.tuat:ion. 

no ·lever, -he SDLP ha 1 not given any thought to tl e dctaj ls of uch l:i 

const.i tut1on. In rcpJ y to • a question, t:he SDL => r<:~presLntn:tivt:~s 

.. .... 
indicated -hat they envisaged two sepai2te stages in the process · 

they l ad. described as applied in the South. In the first stag:J, th( 

pcorle would vote on an idcnt~~afproposal to that voted on in th 

North. In the second stage 1 - ssuming an affir1r1ati re vote at Lhe 

first tage 1 the eople of the Republic \voulcl vote on a ne\•l 

constitution . r.1r. Currie t>aid that they had already put -Lheir· ideas. 

. before a Fianna Fail delegation, comprised of Dcput.ies Brugh a. and ... 

0' Yennedy r v1hich they had 1net earlier that afternoon. Their 

initial reaction had been that if the cnLP could reach agreement wit 

the UUUC, they did not ee tbc ideas relating to the Hepublic as a 

1naj or obs-tacle. The Fianna Fail representatircs had indicated t.hat 

thcv would of course have to refer the matter for any decision to 
- ' J 

their fronL bench. 

' 4. Mr. IIume indicated that they were proposing that as much po\,'er 

as possible should be devolved to a new agreed Northern administrati 

The devolved powers would have to "ncludc complete responsibility fo 
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3. Mr. HUHlC then out.lined t . e onjectivc of SDLP strategy "hieh 

\AlaS to unite the people of Ireland behind and in 'upport.: of the 

inst_itntion~, of goveJ:-nJncnt in Ireland north and south. To achieve 
t 

i. 
this the SDLP propoFec1 that any set-tlernent arrive.d at Hill hav , as 

pa); t of itr Cl referendum in the North and in the South asking tIle 

'\ ' . , 

, eople to sJpport the agreed institutions. 'Ihis approach would 

cleZlrly have consequences for the present Cons i -ul:ion of the 

Rcpul lic but in a nevl si tuat ion vlhere the insti tutions Nor th and 

South were c greed it: S 10uld be possible · 0 . obtain the <lgrcem?nl: 

of all parties in tl1e ReRubJ..' c ·to a nc\'! onsti tution which 

,opcognised the new reali ty in Ireland and which el1slirined the 

philoSOl.'Y of partneJ:'ship. In these circnmsiances, the SDLI> felt 

that Cl new conf:titut_ion could be enacled, rather tJ1211 umr-;nding t.JJ<:~ 

exis t.ing COll ~~ t.i tu t~ on. There would be an opportunity for cre~tjng 

an in1~g:LnC1t:iv __ COl sti t tion to correspond to the new si tu-d:ion. 

IIOlever, the SDLP ha1 not given any thought to tl e details of -'uch u 

constitution .. In reply to. a question, i:lle SDLP r<.=,precC!ni..:Clt:i ves 
-, .. 

indicated tllut they cnvis~ged 'lVJO separ'cd.:e stages in the process ' 

they 1 ad, described as applied in the SOlth. In the first.: stag:.., tt( 

peal le vlolJld vote on an jdcnt, i,c'al~ proposal to that voted on in thE 

North. In the c8cond st~gcJ assuming an affirma-Live vote at 'lhc 

fj .rst .Icage 1 the eople of the Republic \vould vote on a 11C\v 

constitution . ~1r. Currie said that they had already put their' idee s. 

. before a Fianna Fail delegati on I comprised of Dcput:ies ~lrugh~1. and .. , 
O' YcnnedY I ~hieh they had met earlier that afternoon . Their 

initial reactjon had been that if the SDLP could reaeh agreement wit _ 

tl e UUUC J they dj d 1 at see the ideas relating to the Hc.puJ'lic a c a 
~ 

lnajor obstacle . The Fianna F§il rcpresentatires had indicated that j 

they would of course have .to refer the matter for any decision to 
- , J 

their front bench. 

, 
4. Mr . IIwne indicated tha - they were proposing that as much po\\'er 

as pos ible should be devolved to a new agreed Northern aaministrati 

The devolved powers would have to "nelucJe complete resDonsibility fa 
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// • security uffairs. '11hey saw ·the n1ain lin)· wi tl1 JJr _· t .a in as be.: ng ..,. 

s 
' ~ 
t 

L . 

financial one. They could ltot: envisage a si t:uatj on in w11 ich any 

pew agreed administration wr)uld have to call on the p·--iti~·>h ·1r1 ly Lo 

provide security for ~he institutions of governm~nt. j n Port.hG1:n 

I1:-eland. It \·!ouJ d be prefc-=~ rahlc to have a n ati vc Pccnri ty forcE. 

recruited locr.tlly 1 in addition -o the local police. 'rhcy envisaged 
Ito ' .... ,. , ' , 

a sj gnif:i cant Irisb dimP-nsion in relation ·to securii.:y 

had in mind \vas that there wot1ld be a Standing Sc.curi -y l\g:c8cment 

be·tVTeen the t\,70 ·part.s of the country which would be: ~c·Livat .d a-:: i·l 

ti1t1e of threat t:o the sccuri ty of ei the.r par.t. 'rhey envisaged a 

joint Security Council 1~epresc~t.ati ve of the t\•:o p.:. ~L L:s of the: co~ .. '· 

In d_Lscussion on the coni:cnt. of any security agJ~c.c:~ment , the SDLP 

representat.i ves s~ggePted tha-t: it Inig1Yt hare to provide for 

extradition or for a cominon court o r , alternativcl}r thai.: the 

extra terrj torial jurisdiction for cc1:·ta.in offencec· nO'd before tLc 

Oircachtas could be acLommodatcd ':Ji thin c;uch an ag~ccement . It 

1nj ght a l so dcnl \·lith such matters as permission for pursuit: ac1~-o ·s 

the border and emc!'gency pdwcrs lcgislatj on in the tvlo purts of 

he c ountry . Th·e DLP representatives said they would }lppreciat 

.any gui~dance Hhicl1 i-_hc Governmen·t might offer i n re l ation to this 

a spect o f t heir p roposa l . 
. / 

/ 

5, The SDLP· r epresentatives i n dica t .cd h a t the y vJere scc J '" i~g 

advi c e on a number o f con s t itu t iona l and te c h n ica l prqb le~ns relat ·.n_. 

to the~roposals t hey h a d in mind. One thing th a·t \las worryin g 

the n1 was whethe r it would. b e constit.ut j onal to pnl a que stion 
:..r(l~ .... lcl 

b e fore the p e ople in the South which h a v e implicit o r explicit in i ,, 
the idea of dropping the exi sting Con s t i tution and ~n acting a new 

one and the y would like to he a r the vieHs of the Attor·n e y Ge n e r al 

on this point. (After the meeting, the question was put to the 

Attorney General who expre sce d, as his preliminary opinion; tha t 

·· there would .,be .no insuperable difficulties in this recpe ct. He 

undertook to cons ider the matter further). 

I 
I 
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seCU1:- i ty aff j rs . 

fin tl1 cial one. rrhey could 1 .. Ot envisage! a si tuatj on in v-l11ich any 

s n eVl agreed adminis -ratio!l \'lould 1)( v e t o call on the r "itish 'l:-Jny Lo . 
I 

~, provide securi t y for ~he i nstitutions o f government j n Port.h8.r:n 

Ireland . It would be pref:Erab. c t o h e VG a n ati vc ~ccnri ty forcc::~ 

rc'cruited l ocally I i n addition to t he l oca police. 
... , .... .... I • , 

a signifjcant Irish dim811s i oL in relation ·to security ~\1hat tl~y 

had in 111ind was that tl1 ere \'IOl11c1 be a StCll1dj ng Se; curi -y hg:c8cment 

be'-\,l(~cn tIl e t\vO 'part.s of the country wh ich Vlould be: ~ctiv a t~.<:. 1 at c. .. 

t ill c of threat ·0 t h e security o f ei th e.1~ par.t . . 'l'l'ley envisaged Cl 

j oint Security Council J~cprGsc~t.ative o f the t \\lO 1 ~ 1 CS o f .} C CO'~Lt 

I n d ' scucsion on 'he coni:ont o f any s e curity agr(:.ell1 :~ n t" the CDLI 

representa l j ves ~~ggepted th ~·d: :' t mi g h t h a re t.o provide for 

e x "radi t i on o r for n C OffiL'110 n court or ( al Le rna ti vcl./ r t h at. the 

e xtra tcrrj t.oria l jurisdiction [ or c er t:ain o ffence" no'.'l bofol.8 tLe 

Oireachta c c o uJc1 b e ac ~ommodat8d \,,, ith in c'uch an ag .. eemen i.: . I t 

mi<Jh,t al s o deal with such matter ' as p ermiss ion f or p u rsui t: ·.l C l:O<:'S 

the bor der und e mc;r-gency pdwcrs lcgi l ation in th t wo p arts o f 

the COUI t r y. Th'(=; DLP rcpresen -atives s a id th e y vlould }lpp:t:cciat 

,any gui~danc whi c h. 1-.h2 Government might o f fer in rel a tion -0 t his 

aSJe ct of tl e ir propo s al~ 

/ 

5, The SDLP' representative s indicated hat they vlere c-'c e Jr ing 

advice on a nwnber of constitutional and technical prQble~n ("~ rcl a t ' .. 

to the 'proposals they had in luino. One thing that was worrying 

thenl was whether it would be constilutj onal to put et question 
;....-(l~'" {cl 

before the people in the South which have implicit or explicit in i 
1\ 

the idea of dropping the exi 'ting Constitution and nacting a l1e" l 

one and they would like to hear the views of the Attorney Genera l 

on this point . (After the meeting , the question was put to th 

Attorney General who expresced , as his preliminary opinion; tLat 

" there would be ,no insuperable difficulties in this respect. He 

undertook to consider the matter further) . 
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• 
6 . In reJ.a·tion to pov-Ter-sh4ring· 1 the inm1ediate tasJ..- facing the 

SDLP 'i/Jas to take a f irn1 pos_· tion on tbc form. of p01der-shc. ring 

govern1nent which they should see},.. Any technical assis ·tance which 

could be provided in e~an1ining different possibilities vJould be 

apprecia-ed. 11hc form of government to whicl1 they were most 
' ... ' ' ' 

attr~cted at the mo~ent was an executive _lected by a legislature b' 

proportional rep:coscntClt:i.on. They \•Jere Cl] so ·giving consideration ':ol 
some o-ther ideas whi.ch had been put -to them , for examp] e , t h at tlle:(e 

1 should be t~wo electoral rolls , one for each coJnmuni ty 1 tl1e members 

o f which \•lould elect repre;~0l t~tivcs of their o~dn coimrtunity . I 

Hov1evcr 1 they were not at ::111 in favour of thi.::; ided as it ,.,auld run I 
counter to the i dea of p J:-oviding for -he evoJ ution of c .. greert1ent 

b e·twnen the tv.ro sGc'Lionc; of the conm1unity . Ot~1er potc n'Lia J 

I 

I 
d ifficu1tiss \vh i ch they saw a nd on whirl~ tl~y wished for ~dvjcc WCl: C 1 

, t 

- h ow co 1<.. ctive responsibility \:.Jould operate in a situ, tio1 
whe1:-c 1nembers of e111 cxccuti ve were c l cc-J-cd by t:h e 
AssembJy; and 

h ow to deal \·li 'Lh the l ack o f. any opposj tion j n s u ch .. an 
arrangement vlith the c onco1ni t-:ant poc::.d.b il i ty ot frLlS'Ll:a'.io. 
on t he part of back b cnchers . 

They h ud given some pre l in1inqry ~consj derati on to a f o rm o f s epi:trati 

o f p owers o n t he Ameri an mode l, in re l a tion to t h ese potenti al 

diffi~u lties . 

01.\, 

7. An._? t h er matte r the y h a d b een cons idering and A which they ·v,"8 H 1 d 

al s o app re ci a t e h e lp was the actua l n a ture of the fo r ma l decl a r aL i o. 

of s nppo r t fo r -Lhe ne\v agree d ins t itutions of gove rnment which t hey 
,, 

envi sage d would b e made by the m and by all o t h e r p ar ties concerned . 

In p a rticul a r the y were conside ring whether or not it would· bc 

ncc~ssary or d e si r able to go beyond the terms of the 1973 Act. 

8, They recogn i s eJthat the Provisional IRA would be 'likely to 

' opp ose the eme rgence of agreed institutions. In this case, they 

envisaged th .at · the forces of the entire island would be harr~cssed 

to confront the Provisionals in physical terms. 
I 

In reply to a 

question, ,rthe SDLP repre sentatives indica ted that the standi.1g of 

I 
l 

T 
J. 
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• 
6. In re] ation Lo povler-sb~ .. .t:in91 the ilnmediate tasJr facing the 

rDLP WClS to take a f irn1 posi tion on tbe fornl of povlCl--sh - ring 

governlnen t 'dhich tl ey should ~ee}r. Any technical assis ,tance tlhic11 

could be provj dc:d in e~C:lJnining different possibili ties would be 

apprecia-ec1.. fl'hc form of go Ternment to vlhiel! they were most 
.. . .. '" 

attr~cted at th£ mom_nt was an executive _lEcted by a legislatur~ b, 

pro J? 0 r t ion El 1 r C! r r 8 co e n t. Cl -t ion. They were also ~ivin9 consideration J ~ 

some ot.her ide.as \·Jhich had been put to them, for exalnp] e I that the:('c 

.' hould be two electorc J. rolls, one for each cOlmnuni ty I tbe members 

of which \'-loulc1 elect repr_sent~tives of their 0,,1)] community. 

lfuwevcr, they were not at nIl in favour of thi3 idea a c it would run 

counter to the j dca of providing for --he evo] utj on of agreement 

be-tw~en the t\'lO sccLions of the comn1uni ty. Other potentia] 

difficul ties v/hich they saw and on "111 ich tlu.:.:y wislled for Cldvj cc 7e r e 

- how collective responsibi'ity would operate jn a ~itu~tio 
where mCJobers of all executive were elcct( d by t-hc 
AssembJy; and 

.... 

hoVl to de al \Vi th t.he lac)' of, any opposj tion j n such . ~.all 
arrangement \-lith the concomitant poc;: .. d_L>ility at frLlstra': o. 
on the part of back benchers. 

'l'hey had given some prclinlinqr'y 'concj deration to a form of sep- rati 

of powers on the Ameri""'an model, in relation to these potential 

difficulties. 

0l.\. 

7. An~ther rnatt:er they had been con idering andl\which they ·v,~(;nl d 

also appreciate help was the actual nature of the formal declaraLio . 
, , 

of support for the ne\v agreed institutions of government which they 
" 

envipaged VJould be made by them and by all other partie c concerned, 

In particular they 'vere considering whether or not it would' be 

nee~ssary or desirable to go beyond the terms of the 1973 Act. 

8, They recogni~eJthat the Provisional IRA would be 'likely to 
, 

oppo~e the emergence of agreed institutions . In this case , they 

envisaged tllat ' thc forces of the entire island would be har~cssed 

to confront the Provisionals in physical terms . 
\ 

In reply to a 

question , .... the SDLP representatives indicated that the standing of 
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Provisional IHA among the mi1tori ty conm1nni ty vlus at. presen·t very lo-·· . 

rfhey rE~ferred t in this COnnection r tO the s ·t:t.Ong COl1c1Gmnntory 

statement which had been issued by the party on the previous day_ 

In rcgaJ:-d to the Protestu.nt para-mili tarieG, L'-1cs~;r. IIumc and Ct'!rl.-; e 

felt that UUUC poli tic.ians were losing whaJccver infl uen cc. tl ey h- d 
.. \ ..... # I I 

over tl1cm. In rep] y to a question, they indicv.tecl tl at the a.g1:-ecc"' 

solution they hoped for wouJd be within the context of Northern 

Ire lund continuing as par.t of tbe United 1\ingdonl for the ·time bciPg. 

They could see certain cl.t- J~c1ct . .ions in the arcu. having a status simile. 

to that of the Isle of l·1.an or. the Channel :u~J.ands. Ilm·1ever, ·Lber-. 

1 v1as · ·L:hc difficu.lty )chat if the t.Cl.lks were unsuccessful in th(; c..nd, 1 -

\vas probable tho"l: the Loyalists \·.rouJ.d opt for an independence so) u:.:ic 

and if the SDLP,had during the talks, gone along ~ith a form of 
I . -.. . \ . ;· ; 

aulonom,t•, th.eir position in opposing <.~.ny independence r1ovenent 

wound be undermined. 

9 . The final matter on which tbey vlishec1 for some advice \'>lus 'in 
• ._4 

relation to the financjal relationships betv1ecn a neH No:~;thern 

lreland. adrniuistra.tj on and the British Government. In finun ci al 

r 
matters, they vJould wish to huvc the greatest poss.lble degree of 

frecdon1 while at the sa1ne tin1e having a guarantee of parity bet\·.eeil 

British and NI services 1 particularly in t.he areas of social 

security and health . 'I'~e Mi1~istcr for Foreig-n Affaj rs suggested 

that this was a matter \vhich 11r . Brendan Dowling of his office ond 

officials of the Department of Finance might discuss with a view to 

providing advice. 

' 
10 . In reply to a number of questions , the SDLP representative· 

indicated that the tall's between their party and the UUUC v7ould 

probably be concluded wj_thin a fortnight fro1n TuC!sday 1 J9th'l\.ugu::.t, 

1975 . They haC;l not yet raised with the UUUC the matters involving 

' t~1~ South which they had mentioned at the 1nceting . It was clear 

that the UUUC wished to settle and it was·possible that agreement 

could be pulled off . In the event of failure to agree , it had 

agreed that each side could revert to its manifesto por,ii:ion . In 
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Provisional IHA among -the mil:.ori ty COHl111uni ty vias at presen'\: very 10-·. 

rrhey l:"<:~ferred I in this connection ( to the s -trong condcmnntory 

statement ~hich had been issued by the party on t h e previous day_ 

In regard to t l e Prote.::>t' nt para-loili taries f M~dsr . IIume.: cnd Curl.- i E! 

fe~t that uuue politicians were lo .;ing whatever influence t l ey 1-1-d 
.. , ., ... '.' 

o ver t l1cm . I n rep 1 y t o a question , they indicLlt.ec1 tl at the agJ:"eec 

solution they hoped for would be V,,7." thin ·tJ1C context of Nox-thern 

I re l and con t inui.ng as p art of t h e United Kingdom f or t he t ime being . 
'I 

They could see certain cd.: -J~cl.ctions i n the 2rea h avinq a statu s .~ ' L i12. 

to t hat of t h e Isle of Man o r the Cllcu1n e l If~ l ands. 

was · t h e difficul ty -'c.hat i f the t a lJ -:s were u nsuccessfu l i n thr; CD_et, i 

~vas p robab l e tli()t t h e Loyalis >.' would o p t: f or a n i ndcpr'ndence so] 'tic 

and if the SDLP , ]1ad d1.:D:ing the talks , gone along ",i th a fOrl71 of 
I 

aulonom# '~ I thOe i r pOf:>it1on in o ppos i ng Cl.ny indcpendencL P10venent 
... J( 

wound be undermined. 

9. The f i n a l ma tter on vlhich they vl i s h ecl fo r s o me advice ,,",us 'in 
• ' -

r e la. -t i on to the fi n ncj.al relatio n s hips b e t ween a n ew No :r;thern 

lreland :aamillist: r a. t: jon an d th e Br i t i s h Go v ernment 0 In fi nan c iCll 
f 

matters, they would wish to huvc the great es t possiLle d egree o f 

freedom while at the San1G tinle h aving a g uarantee of p ar ity b e tvJeei1 

Britjsh and NI s e rvices ! particularly in ·h - areas of soci a l 

security and h e alth. rl~e Mini s ter for Fore ig'n Affairs sugges t ed 

that this was a matter which Iv1r. Breno.a n Dowling of his office and 

officials of the Departme nt of Finance might discuss with a view t o 

providing advice. 

"-

10 . In reply to a number of questions, the SDLP representative " 

indicated that the talJ"s between their party and the UUDC y'ould 

probably be concluded within a fortnight froIn TuC!sday, J9th'l\ugust / 

1975 . They had not yet raised with the uuue ~he matters involv i n g 

'. th~ South WhlCh they had mentioned at the meeting . It was clear 

that the Duue wished to settle and it was -possible that agre eme n t 

could be puJled off . In the event of failure to agree , it had bee~ 

agreed that each side could revert to its manifesto por,i t '.on . !n 
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this ca~ e it would be a matter for each side to reveal how far t ey 

or the other side had gone. ·. The UUUC had been having parallel 

meetings with Mr. Faulkner's UPNI and \vi th the l-illiancc Par y. 'rhe 

t. DLP had indicated th.at they also would be taJJ,.ing to the Alliance 

Party but at an approp'riat:e stage. rrhey did no·t wish Alliance to 

steal their: i,dep.s. ~1.t. this stage and publish t.:hern as their 0\•7n! 

11. They said t-hat they proposed to b:cief t\·.ro constitutional 

advj F rs for their talks vli th the UUUC, ons \·Ji th a I3ri tish backgro 1ncl/ 

and one with an Iri"'h b~cJ-ground. Mr. Rory O'Hanlon had already I 

done some vlork for a comm·· tLce ·of the party. 11he Attorney Genera. 

had arJ:anged for M~-. 0 • Hanlon's assj stance. They felt, ho\vever, t 1-

Mr. O'Ilanlon would be identi_cied to so1ne of tbe UUUC \vith the 

Government here·, in view of his involvement in the Strasbourg case. 

For this reason and in order to asPi t in obta)~ning Fianna Fail 

uppor·t for their ideas~ they envisaged employing Mr. Donal 

Barrington rather· than 1'-1r. 0' Hanlon as heir consti.t.ui...ional advircr 

wi t.h an Irish background. However, t~1ey wished lo avoid any ... 

cmbarassment which 1night be involved in not cont.inuing to employ :vJ"1: • 

• 
o•nanlon· and woul:l like to n1e·e.t J:he Attorney General to cxplajn t:his 

t.o him. (Thjs matter was discussed after the meeting and the 

Attorney General\- said thatJas a n1atter of courtesy, he would 

inforn1 11r. O'HanJ.on -whose work for the SDLP committee was no~d 

com}_:- .. ete - that the party proposed to brief 11r . Barrington a~ the 

constitutional adviser). 

12c In further discussion on their ideas 1 the SDLP representatives 

said that all they wished for from the British was firstly , n1on y 

and secondly, that the British ~rrny would have a residual 

responsibility fo~ security , as a last r sort . In reply to a 

question for the Minister for Foreign Affairs , as to.whether the 

··sDLP had a f~ll-back position , if proportional government was n9t 
ll--J 'le.(-

acceptable to the UUUC , Mr . Ilume indicated that the SDLP hadAno 

fix~ position on this matter . They had given some thought to a 

system vlhercby the Executive and the legislature would be clGctcd ir 
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separate elections. No proposals l1ad yet been put to them by t e 
I> 

Loyalis·ts, about two~-ticr ~rovernment, committee~, autonomous 

1nunicipal bodies or ar1ything of tbe c-ort. I1r. Currj c said tha·'- £~-or· 

a converf~ation he had wi tl1 Profes~or Richard J osc of the Un·i vcrsj tv - - - _, 

of Strat11clyde 1 follo1:1ing discussionv be·tv7een the Professor and 

the Loyalists, he h_ad the impres .. ;ion that the Loyalis '·s rnight be 
' h'lo- , • , 

contemplating offering the SDLP such positions as Director of the 

Housi~·1g J:.xecutive, on the basis that posts such ac.· these were in sojr 

cu.ses rnorc powerful Lhan those of., the Ministers under \·lhose 
l 

The Hini. ~- t.::- I Departmc~r ts bod· us such as the Lousing- Executive fell. 

I 

for Pore ign l\ff~ .i.rs asJ .. ed t:he SDLP representatives vlhGt.ber they Lac I 

any indj cutj on as to how reliable the British Arn1y wouJ.d be in 

carryi.ng out i.tc orders to Jnaintai.n securit)_' in a sit:tlcttion ~:Jl ere 

agreement \vas not secured and public orde- c1~-· e:ciorated in till:! Po:c·' -1 .. 

Mr:-. Hum--- indj catcd that the SDLP had no bas· s for ans\·78ring Lhi~-=; 

quest. ion . 1\nytll ing they say would be puxE. conjecture. 

13. The Minic -~rP ind'ca~ed that they would report to their 
. 

colleagues in the Government that it wns tentative] y agreed i:hat ::.. 

further fneeting between reprcsc_n~ptives of ·'-he Govcrntte.nt and of ·the 

SDLP would be held in the n car future . . l e SDLP rcprc sent. aLive s 

indicated that they wisl cd for advice on the various qucs -ionc~ they 

had Inentioned and it was agreed that any assis tance given to them 

in these questions would be on a purely technical level and in 

particul~r would not be a statement of the Governme nt's vie \Vs on. 

the matters. On the matters where the Rc ublic was directly 

involved vi~. the refercnc1um 1 thccQnstitution, and the stanc1ing 

security arrangement, they would, however~ need to have an 

indication of what was, from the point of view of the GovernmLnt , 

techn{cally feasible. 

.. 14. 
. ~_:~.,.L j 

On a s~parate matter, Messr. Hume and Currie explained tD~L) 
/, 

a committee, under the chairmanship of Mr. J.:~i chael Canavan
1 

\·7oJJ~ in<] 

out what the SDLP's position would be in 1e event that agreement 

would not be secured and the situation in -1e North '(dould deL-.. ri'>J::.· 
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rapidly. Because of the natuJ~e of this subjec - ·they did not ward: 

any public referencE- to the corrunittee or i.ts \·mrk but they VJi"hed t" -

Mr. Canavan would be receiv d here privately in the very ncar 

u~ure for discussjons on these matters. In reply to a ques-ion, 

they ix dicate~d ·that the rcmi t of this co1nrni ttee covcJ~ed bot:ll the 

relief of di tress .aspect and also t:.hc political aspect of \·.
1
hat 

might hc ... ppen in .the _vclYt of the Convention foiling· . 
. , 
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