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20 JanuaiJ Jlfl~ 

S~~ATL:liENT IBS"t.TL:D BY THE SECR •. .J;Aqy 0'•' STA .. 'AJ FOR .WRTHEffi! IR.;LA ... ;D, 
I.R HBRLYN REES A'l' 5.00 P.~ ON SUlWAY, 19 j"Jo.NUlillY 1975 

On 14 Janua:ey I set out afore the Houo of Commons the Bri tJ.oh Gove 11..1 nt' s poli y 

in relation to Northern Iroland. I .30 ght ~o lay before tho House tho elements of 

a policy -..hich could b.ring an end tc,. violence and set in mo ion a proc ss of 

di::..c· ssiern.. I made it clear thnt I Ul.S n{Jt intcres ted in fortniehtly bargaininc; 

over jJcople. 

The fu·st rcqu.' rement of any kind of process of thio kind in Northern Irelar.d i. 

tho..t there Ii<Ust be a genuine and suntnined ces:;,ution of violence. I •:ill not b. re 

actions 1·1hich t:ould put pooplE> 1s J.:i.\·00 nt risk to buy a r0spite. Pro:;.rc~s em ~'e 

a.chi(:Vt"d but it requires patience an<i understanding of deep ceo.tcd p:::-obl~:ns ,•hicl-t 

a.ro not gt:,.~ne to be resolved overnit;ht. 

Se~ondly in response to ~ per~~~ent ces ation of violence the Army could be 

gr~dun.lly rcduc d to peuce-t:i.me lovol and ri thdrawn to bnrJ ucks. 

Thi.l dJ.y once I ~ satisfied that violonC;e has come to n pcrman.ent end 1 sl;r..ll bv 
,. 

prepared to speed up the rato of releases \ri. th a vieloT to 1 clc~sing all debin<..cs. 

I also made clear that I can t:."i vc no eu.arE.:.!ltees bout the rate nnd timing of tr...c 
:L•elcunine cf s.ll dctninees or the pl;:tm1cd orderly and px·ogress:i.vc reduct· on in the 

present A:rmy role and cocmi tment bat rcuJ. progrem; wi 1 he 1'1'1cle and " toblly nc\i 

oituation brought about in step ui.th a nteady :return to normaJity over a period of 
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20 ,1t:l1ll,lnry 1'!,' 

ST,/rE!lENT :(f;SU~J) BY THE SEc}?ETATlY QlI' .-)l'A'.rLJ TOR lWRTHER}! rRl:L~m, 
liR r-!.ERI.YN HEES A1t 5.00 I'Ll OH smWAI, 19 jAl1JAiY 1975 

On 14 J£>,nuax-y r oet out before the lIouse of Comnons oche Bri. tish Gvvel'7.Ll nt I s policy 

in rch.tion to Northern Irol!md, I OlCht 0 lay hefeTo the House the eloIDents of 

a policy which ce1J~cl bl'j.ng all end to violen.ce: and se'~ in I~O ion a procoss of 

dine l!3sioli¥ J made it clear tbnt I m;l.S n(}t interested in for tniehtly bartFlinin:::; 

over people .. 

The fn'st requirement of nny kind of process of thio kind in !~Or-tht:ll'n Irelanr • .:... 

that. there Lrl.lst be u genuine 1ll1d 8u:Jtnined cessation of violence. I ;.."ill not· -l,;'Urc 

actionn 1'ihich c.;ould pt.,t P8QP1C'S J.:i.v8::' nt ri-s}'- to buy El rospite. Pro"r0ss om e 

achic:V<3d but it roquires patiei,ee ana. un(lerstanding of de~p coa.ted p::.-ohlcms uhich 

arc not gvine to be resolved ovel~ght. 

Ser.ondly in response to D per~~ent ces~ation of violence th' Army could be 

gr-,:l.dus.lly re~uced to peace-time level and 'l-n. thdra\ n to bor. ncks. 

Thh dJ.y once I ~ sH-tisfied that violonco lULs come to a permanent cnd I s .all b~ 

prepnrod to speed vp the rato of reloases wi.-!;h a viel" to 'i elc!lsing- [,11 debinces 

I also made clenr that I can t."i vc no elwrcmtees about the rat.e nnd timing of tl1.l;. 

j."eleaaine of all detainees or the plarned orderly and p:r:ogressi.ve reduction in thr;: 

present Army ro10 and cor.:m:L tment bat real pr ogre m.: wiJ 1 be made and c. totally nc~r 

si tuntion broueht about in scep dt;h a steady return to norma) i ty over a. period of 
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[ r ~ ..~. ~. ruse of CoL tons, I'rovisi 1 r::.l s.:.m.1 ' in as vell n.fl otn~r 

1rca~ ' i0 ... , uhich I d p oncrj hcd last JT y, are frL e to take • i {,( ·' 

poL~ ·cal rctivity wit:t r. t.1c l.w and ·l.o efve their v~e 3 to r.,y Lfficials. 

officic.ls hcvc Htet members of Provi ional Sinn li'ein, not to negoti tu, not "') do 

any dcal:J but to explain very cc.refully ano fUlly t c Go ernment posit'on a. it 

has been publicly stated. In return they l 'iVC listened to views of Provisiol al 

Sinn Fdn. There can be no leg:i tim.n.te object· on to the continuation o' such 

dialogue between officials and rn~mbcrs of loc-itirna.tc org~nisation of uny l:'nd 

Loe'bngs of this kind 1·r.i.th m I;lbers of tno"'e organi::;ation8 1-dll continut-; i; tc.J·\j 

place fro::t time to tir.o. Heetings l-r.i th the lJDA and UVF have already taken place 

and \!ill continue. I \vill remain in clone touch with elected rcpreser.tut:~.cs 

both at Hestminster and in Northern Ireland 

I note that there have been no significant acts of vjolcnce since the 16 .Janu:tr~T· 

I hope thic is an indication of the real wishes of the Provision'lls. If the 

ccanefin.1 continuos I would uif,h, and I am sure that the p0oplc of Ho·.·therrl Ir lnnd 

'1:uuld wish, to see offective arrMeements mn.de to ensur, tint it did ~ot breuk 

dOvil'1 o 

I do not think there can now be any douht about the nevt situation orhich \Wuld h· 

created if there were a eenuine and sustained cessation of violc·nce. I lri:>h to 

oay ui th great seriou:mess that the GovernmcrLt is entirely sj_nco:rc in S'1YL1C: th_t 

the pob cy I h:we outlined will be j :::;plemcntcd under these circu.mst<.nces o \fnrct t the 

JJ.;Ople of r orthe:rn Ireland and the British Government v~ant is a r8b.lr.i.1 tc nur::1ali ty . 

I uould hope too that the }'rovis:ional Sinn Fein will s'iw>.r th..':l.t they uish to see a 

l·C!'l'll.llnent cessation of violence 

THIS STA'.L'rmEHT \'li~S TELEPHONED TO CI'fY OF'.nC.r:..S LAST NIGI-'IT 
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I ~ ~ ..l. L LL n Louse of COL :nom, I'rovi aiOl tJ.1 S':ru.1 I'd n as iTe 11 an other 
H;" . " " . 
lr{:"a.n_" ,h(\u.> uhich I di proncrl hcd last Hay, are frl'e to take 1 • i"l lo, r.l 

polj~"cnl activity with r. the l.w and to (jive their Vic'3 to my \.fficials. 

officicls have l!leJ~ IDambe.t"s of Provi ional Sinn :'ein, not to negoti&. to J not .. ) do 

any doaln but to explain very cc.refully ano fully the Gc; rernmen t posi tion a. it 

has been publicly stated. In return they 1 'ive l"iste ed to views of Provis:· onal 

Sinn Fdn. There ca."1 be no leg-.1.tim.q,te objection to the continuat;ion 0' such 

dialogue between officials and members of leGitimate org~ni8atio 1 of uny l:"nde 

he(~·t.ingu of this kind ld.th memoero of tho .... e organisationc lnll continue ~ td1'~ 

place fro!:l time to ti1r.a. Heetings ,.1i th the UDA and UVF have alrea~y taken place 

Gtlld \.'i11 continue. I ~vill remn:lL1 in close toach with elected representati .... es 

both at \'lestminster and in Northern Ireland .. 

I note that there have been no significant acts of vlol~nce since the 16 ,Janual~'. 

r hope thic is a.ll indication of the real w1.shes of the Provisionlls. Ii' the 

ccar;efiru continues I would "vribh, and I am pure that the people of Ho",·thern 11' lar!d 

'lIould wish, to see 0ffective arraneements made to ensure tll'lt it did not breuk 

dov,T!o 

I do not think there can now be any douht about the ne", situation 1rhich would be 

created if there were a eenuino and sustained cessation of violence. I lri:1h to 

say uith great seriousness that the GovernmerLt is entirely sincere in SQyii1[: th.d; 

the poh cy I 11:-\"e outlined will be j mplerucntcd under these circ-"':'IDstanc6!j 0 ;rna t the 

people of Northern Ireland and the Bri tinh Government want is a rp,t"Ur~1 tc nOJ'::Jali ty. 

I nould hope too that the Provisional Sinn Fain will sho"J tlw.t they Hl.'::lh to sce 1:i 

pC::'!ll-'lnent cccsution of violence 

TiilS STA'rrmEHT \'lAS TELEPHONED TO ern OFl<'ICI-JS LAST NIGHT 
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