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_,_ cr,'cicl weeK-end. fee "Io1·Lhorn Ir·cl'inL, acco.c<lif1.::; to the 
:>scrcta r./ of tJ b ~ tc, i .crlyn ~ . c es. Of i.ic.i.·• 1l;y the provision;; l I..~ •• 
ce u.seiire ended l , st 'fhurs cl , y at cddni · llt a.ftcr 25 d .:.,ys of pe<.•ce 
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ever rc~ :::.on has decidecl to st·>..y its hnnd, te21porn.rilJ ut least. 
Offici<.tls of ~tor.JOnt Ccstlc have been ~;J (,etin:; 1 e.:1bors of the I.1 • A's 
90li ticc J. rine- , Sirm J?ein •• cv:Ln utrect today at a ::.ecret venue tmd 
the tc.lks give rise t0 ho_')e th[;.t 2.11 extension of the :~eoce ·.:ay be 
achievecl o But is there a1 y for.,mla r>lJort of surrender by ci ther 
side Y:hich could brin;; a per.!1'' "cnt end to violence in tPo 1~ort .. 1:? 
·.tould the rele" so of even 1 00 internees or even the co ... plete closure 
of Long Ke h ce.use a.n end. to the provisional ca.:. pai r·n? f!1ese a.re 
sor.Je of t.1e qucsticns l")eople are e.sl:in.::.; this .. aornin;; . OI course 
one of the ... ain par cies to t11e deb ~ te ls the Irish Govcrn .. 1ent <o~nd 

its r.1e •.. :;e.rs ho.ve boon unusu~lly silent s.i.nce the cea :- efirc be:.;an 
before Ch.;.·istr.mso .~ statewent Has issued on i.-rid y in<licatinr; 
regret a~ ~hat seeced then the end of t he cecsefire. The -dnister 
for l•'orei_;11 .~ffail'S, Dr. l' 'it zGerc.ld this . orninG has been talking 
to me about the situation as he sees it no~. 

Dr. 1!-itzGerald : I c·.n ' t give you [ll)Y r.1ore o:f a notion thrm anybody else followin • 

Interviewer : 

Dr . li':·_ t zGerald : 

Dr . J.a'i t zGerald : 

Interviewer : 

thin.::;s fro:.'1 outsic1e1 because what's go:i.n{'; on is soqethin~ thatls goin.; 
on inside tl~e I.1{ . J• o I have sn.id on previous occ. sio!ls , not 
necec:.sarily \1ell r.nd iwmcdi~tel.v inforwe<l on t!1cir t:1ou.5ht ~rocesses1 
but it is cletJ.r the::t the:/ i:erc unht-.,1 ~y of r1l1nt tlwy saw as t'1e .Llritis:1 

, responEe , out there docs see~ to be ~ivisions on t .. is subject 
understen' ably and it ua;:, be ·i:: !l <.t :: there have been .:Jisu.ncterstu1din,::s. 
1'he 1lees st,.,_te.:3ont .m:s very c nrefull,· ·.-·or1eu <.~.nd c ' .rni\:.lly dr~ fteC:, 
and it ,:w.y be that tnero .u.ay h~~ve b<Jen on their p::.rt , t:1ey cl.idn't 
un<lerst<.nd w.1c-.t rn.s intenC.cd bJ it out n:1c.t is "; Oin"' on no'i: is o. 
process of secldn.::; to clarify t~.at , r•nd j t is i..!portunt· e..t lc< st 
tbat there should be u.n tU1c1er...>tar.djn.:::; o:f r1h2.t is meCJlt er:.d intcmled 

Do ycu knon 8llythin·; of rer>orts that I .. r •• 1ilson nerson ... lly inte ·vened 
to order tl:e release of a substC'ntiul number of internees insi<le the 
next ne a:-:: ; 

I l 

Ho , I <lon ' t . I have been at a meetine 6urin~ the Tieek- cnd and therefo~ 
I a:n not up to elate on all the details , beyo.':ld nhat I :c<:..cl o 

Taking the events over the past 27 / 23 days r,:1en tr.ore was a ceasefire 
I ' d like to asl~ you if' you felt the Irish Gcvernment at t~1.3.t tit. e 
did anythin,: to help the..t ceasfire to la::>t o './hat \'JaG its posture in 
your view? ---
Its posture is the one vthich I e:-u afrciti t!1e r edia ulrmys find hard to 
ac·cept , t.1ct is sayin~ as little as possible lest by saying unyt.1ins 
we nould da.1aee the prospects of a continu2.tion of peace in Horthern 
Ireland and I think ue v:ere ric;ht in that respect . 

J 

Dr . O' Drien has said that silence shouldn ' t be confused with 
i nac tivity • '.ilw.t Lioes that mean? 

.0x· . )i·itzGcrald : Inc::.. situation like this , neturally rte are in contact with the 
British Government ubout it all the tLue and makin~ sure that our 
views c..re . .nown 0 n the diff.erent n.spects of it , then we inform 
ourselves fully of their vic\'/S and intentions , but t 1.1ese are contc..cts 
that on all t:1e '!;irae but you don 1 t every t ime you have such a 
c ontcct , t·,lk nbol.lt it , and in a case lib~ the ce8sefire there was 
obvioucly nothin~ to be ~aincd by our eYprc:::tinr· views which mi.~· 1t 
be u:::ecl in one vmy or c.-..nother for propc.::.;< ~ltta purpo::>es by one s:Lde or 

Jntervicwcr : 

o.nobL1cr r1.ith <'n j ntc.rest, ;·;hoover t 11cy f'li ':t be , iu -::oin.::; de, 1a._:e to 
the pos~ibility of the ce~sfirc continuin~ . 

!loll , \!Oul:1 ym.' s":;" t:1o Go•onnent ·,vas <.'l.ctive in tryinG to b:ep 
-~he co.tseiire ;~oin~~: 

-~~-.7"-~--'---~-'.'. 

~o • 

~. 
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L If .. er,lcicl week-cnd iOt' !101'L11orn I.re:l[l!1{, "cco.cdit',:; to the .l3ritich 
~)9cret 1'.)' of . .1 tete , j erlyn ~ ees . Of .lic.i. J.ly the provisj.on;'l 1. .t •••• 
c~ u.seiire ended 1 < st 'fhul'.sU-y at 'jdni'llt after 25 d[\ys of peace ... 
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evcr rei; son haG decided to st~.y its Dnd , tC=:Jporarily :.cl,t lcust . 
Officid.18 of ~tOl'.lOnt Ccstle have been ulvetin r

; e.:ibers of the 1. L .A' s 
poli tic, J. rin,:; f Sinn .:.'ein J.\.~v:Ln L.Jtreet today at Et ;ecrei; venue f.Uld 
the t,-,-lks give rise t') hope th2.t P.l~ extension of the ~e~ ce 'Jay be 
achieved 0 But i3 there al y for.i1ula "'lj.ort of surrender by 0i ther 
side r.hich could bri.nci a per ;nancnt el'Jd to violence in the 1~ort.1:i' 

'\ ould the rclec c of even 100 internees or even the co., plete closure 
of L0!13 Ke 11 Cc.Uf>e an cnd to the provisiontll ct::.!' pairn? l'hBse are 
SOlLle of t ... le quosticns EJeople are <.'.sl:in,s this .jlorni.n~ . Of oourse 
one of the .uain parl;ies to tne deb .. te is the IrL3!1 Govern, ent (;'.nd 
its f.1e;:.'-:>er8 have booD unusu.:>lly silent since the ce I,r efire bcr~8.!l 

before CIL.'ist[.las o ., statel:1ent \IUS issued on i.·l'iday indicatinr; 
regret at v/hat seer. cd. then the cnd of t; e cecsefire. 'fne :,tinistel' 
i'or l"orcign ]Iffa::"l's, Dr • .c'lt zGerCi.ld this . ornin~ has been tUlking 
to me ahout the situDtion as he sees it now. 

Dr. ]"'i tzGerald : I c '.n ' t Give you any 1.10r6 of a notion than anybody else f ollowin .. 
thin.::;s from outside, because \/hat' 8 Goin{,; on is sO"lethin"" th3t{" Goin~ 
on inside tl!e I. l\ oJ I 0 I have 8'1id on previous occ sio!ls , not 
necessarily \/ell nnd iu1fficdiatel.y infor,l1ecl on thC'ir t~ouent ~rocesscs/ 
but it is clear th1:..t they l:erc unhc..ppy of v/hat they saw as t'-,e .t3ritisll 

Interviewer : 

Dr . Io::. t zGerald : 

Dr . ]htzGerald : 

Interviewer : 

. response . out there does 'eee to be divisions on t Lis subject 
understam.ably aJ1cl it LaJ be ·L::l[.~:; t ... lere have been .:1iSl.Ulcterstu1din"s. 
'l'ne lees st"..te~cnt m:'8 very c ,-.refull.' ','orJeu. and c ':'.raI1.:11y 'r~.ftec, 

and it r. ay oe that there ./lay h~~ve been on their ,_:::.rt , t:1ey ci.ic1n' t 
unclerst,-r~d v:.lc.t \";'.8 intcnc.cd '0,/ it Dut rr~l t is '-;oin'·" on nOi': is a 
process of seclrin.::; to clarify t .... at , r'nd j t is i!...:porta..Gt· e.t le, st 
tl1at t.1Cr'r.> should be u.n l.U1c1el,·tar,djllC of \·,l'lc.t i<' mec...nt Elnd intencled 

Do y(IU know 6l1ythin'~ of reports tlwt I..r . l/ilsOIl t)ersonclly inte 'vened 
to order tbe release of a subs"blll1tial number of internees inside the 
next we :~ ; 

\ ' 

1 0, I clon ' t . I huve been at a mectine Ciurin"" the \7eelc- cnd and thcrefoI1 
I a,n not up to elate on all the details , beyol1d rrhat I :'cccl 0 

Taking the events over the past 27/28 days \",:10n tr_ere was Cl ceo.sefire 
I'd like to asl~ you if you felt the Irish Gcvernsent at t~lJ.t tic e 
did anythinG to help that ceasfire to l ust o .nl3.t \,lB.3 its posture in 
your view? '-. 
Its posture is the onc which I 2ffi afrci{l t!le nedin. a.lrrc.;ys find hard to 
ac'cept , thc.t is sa7i113 as little as possible lest by saying u.nyt"lin-:; 
we r,'oult! da.1a~e the prospects of a continur.tion of peace in lorthern 
Ireland and I thin}~ v:e v/ere ri~;ht in that respect . 

J 

Dr . O' Drien has s aid that si lence shouldn ' t be coniused with 
inactivity. lihat 'oes that mean? 

ilr . ~itzGerald: In a situation like this , neturally we are in contact with the 

Jntcrviewcr : 

Bri tish Government about it 2.11 the time and makin,:2; sure that our 
views Lre . .flown on t11e diff,erent aspects of it , then we inform 
ourselves fully of their vim"/s and intentions , but t'.lese are cont~ cts 
that on all t:1e time but you don ' t every time you have such a 
cont cct, t,tlk about j t , and in Cl case lil:e tile ce~,sefire there was 
obviously nothinc; to be go.ined by our e:rprc:::;[ iX'" views \'Ihich mi.:;11t 
be used in one wuy or c.'.lJother for propc.:.;' .111a purpoGes by one s:Lde or 

L.l1ottler with r'n j l1tc.res~; , ';;hoeve t'1CJ {!li"'l: t be , ill '::0::.11':; d ,la;e to 
the pos~ibility of the c easfirc c ontinuin~ . 

!Jell , Houl,l YOl..' n"~' t:1e (.tovorn lent was, ctive in tryin<.; to keev 
the cc,tGoiire :;oin/~: 
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~-'he 0 ea::::efirc m.ts a unil::.teral act by the I. il. :\ . r:hich \'JP.C rel ·:ted 
to f!UC .:.tions t:-w. t are ir;_tfl.-.prov cnancc of t lrc .Jri tish Gover11:,1ent 
such os tho question OJ: relensinc of Internees for exN:lple o 

T:'l ~Y a re not <:' r eas in ·::hl ch t w I r1 ::::':. Govcrn:n0nt ~['IG n. fnnc1·~ 01 

'-' " ~v ... .._'.t; ..1vll Cd.l t vv• l j_.._ JvU ~.~., ... I.! 110 :LW t;t.i Ol1 in 
you c w interfe1·e or da.wa::;e it by talking out of turn . 
concern is not to do that . 

v lC K. t t B r J' 

Our I:Jain 

Have you in feet been kept fully inforc1ed on .British thin ·in._, over 
the pL!."'t nonth? 

;·,e have been kept i11forned of their vi&vJs throushout this period. 
q 

11ncl wh~ t \7e..s th8t thinkins. ',111at hn.s the thin~dn r; been on tee 
ce~sefire cen you tell us? 

Ho , I do.n ' ·t think it \/Ould be a-:,nropri~.te for me to s;;,y rtha t the 
British Government tl1ink especia lly on the cense i ire . It \':ouldn 1 t 
be much point in our havinG it a Governncntel contr.cts if every 
title t'1ey s e.id anythinG to P:.~ \'/e then •.roceeded to tell the \Jorld 
about it . '.i'lk'l. t would makefa r.::ther curious rele..tionship between 
Government s o 

Have you been offerin.::; t he r.1 advice then over the p2st month on 
t he appropri::.te course of action a s you s a.rt it? 

I thin1·C they are aw<:.re of our vier1s nnd lw.ve been av;are of our viev:s 
on soc:1e of the s e issues for a. very lon::; ti -e . In particular for 
cxa~ple in - relation to t he c:uestion of j 11ternaent . 

.And your vie\': on Internr:1ent is at the La o.11ent rthat? 

Phe Gov ernment ' s view hes in the be:innins been tha t internment in 
the v1ay it Has introduced and the \'l<.J.y it operated was a serious 
poli ticr..l blunder and thc.t ~e c ontinu&. tion of interm.1ent in the 
form uhich it was continueclt~~~e it more difficult to find a 
political solution . 

I . 

Have you been urginG then to end internment this p~st month? 
made known ou~ views and · 

• e have 1 t he <.!uestion of interm1ent has c or.1e up in discussions 
with the .Jri tish Government throughout the r:hole period thct I have 
been Linister . 

The S. D.L. P. f or example have felt that this c ea.sefire perhaps wc.s an 
apportuni ty f or t he Br itish to end Inter n.aen t at a stroke . Has that 
the v iew of the Irish Governtlent 7 

.lh.en you come· .~o tJ· e deta.ils of r1l1ether you do it at a sta.::;e or \'lhethcr 
you do it by stroke j...tft:t s o.Jethj_nG that has to be decided by the 
responsible authorities w1·w a:"c in muc h more close cont<> c t rti t~1 the 
situation than \re arc . I n re l ation to the detai l tact i c s I don 1 t 
t h i nk that our views would necessarily be as well informed as theirs 
would be be cause they are dealing with a situation in l1 orther n I rcla.c•d 
on the spot . 

I n general you have been favourabl e t o the r elease of l argo _numbers 
of detainces1 in General cou~d on e say that? 

ie have . In the becinninc; vie thoucht it was a mistake and we have 
favov.reC:. the phasinr· out of :i.nternr.1ent . The pase ;..t \7hich tl1;_ t j_r 
to be done is a t·•ctical nattcr if you li1,cq 1 hc,S-i'·u:e it involves 

r · 1- d · t · ' h · l 1 "-~:_.1. ' IT' • • ;tecu n. vY un secur1 y 1s a \:ora w. lC 1 1r f :../... o. u .Of'11ln._; nort; 1.oc:...,rs . 
/It 1uerd1G tryin: ·i;o stop . cople beill.._ .•. ur ·!crcct : nc· ii; is a r:t<lt tcr J.·or 

the .or·itish GoverlJfacnt in its juclc;er.1ent to cleciclo '."illcther in r• 
pc rticular si tu ot :Lon the b~l<..nce of u1v· ntr1r.;e jn terns oi • r.·)V .ntil!­
furt.wr live::; bein ~ lost r:ovl1 lie F:i.th "- "udc c rcle[ sc of ;_tll 1 in 
the hopcn th<...t th;>..t would cr.::u.t e n \'Jl:olc new clj . :· tc1 or the r<';lP· e 
of people r;r~.duully b._<..riL ; j_n .. ind t[l ... t thcr._ · e . -'Y poo ln 
in'~r. rrwcl L r~c , ctl o:t ,,,:lj c :1 there cl e 2-:ly :.s re :.. .. ;;r; to cl~ cv.:J L:1. ~. 
t '10y n· ve been ~·~r;~onsiolc :t.or very :::cr.:.ous cri..0s indcoL.1 if t: ·~ 

, . 
Dr. '.l!~jt~GcrD.ld : 

Interviewer: 

Dr • .id tzGeralcl: 

Interviewer: 

r • Pit zGerr.ld : 

I 

I 
l Intcrvie\'ler: 
i 
• 
I 
I I Dr. Pit zGcro.ld : 

I I Interviewer : 

I Dr . Pit zGerald : 

I 
I 

Interviewer: 
J, 

1 Dr. Jri t zGerald : 

I 
IIn~erviewer: 

i 
}!'i t zGeralcl : 

- 2-

~.'he ceasefire V/<lS a. unil:'ter~ 1 act by the I. { . fl . \!hich \'JP.::; rel".ted 
to flUUJtions ~:1.Q.t are i.~roven'1nce of t.o British Govermtlent 
such DS the que!-;t"Lon of relerwin..:; of Internees for exnnple 0 

T_]~y :11:'e not [lreo.s in ':Ihj ch t le lri ::::'1, Govcrnm llt ~M:; n. i 1.nc1·: Ot 

I.J _ ,-,0 ... 0.; "", t c ... ~_~ , c y ~.d J..l. J vU ~~.. C no : un\,; "io in 
you C ... 111 interf'cl'e or da .. aGe it by talking out of turn . 
concern is not to do that. 

v 10 .':.ttur I' 
Our clain 

Have you in frct been kept fully inforued on Br'itish thinkinu over 
the pu-st !:1onth? 

','i e have been kept inforned of t':leir viev:s throu~hout this period. 

" .I\ncl \'Jh~ t '.'Ia s tha t thinkins . './hat hD..s the thin"inc; been on the 
co~sofire een you tell us? 

Ho , I don'·t think it \loulel be a;?"'roprj.~~te for me to s~'y \'!ha t the 
.rlri ti sh GovernGlCnt tllink especia lly on the ce[lseiiro. It \,;ouldn' t 
be '.1Uch point in our havin~ ita Govern'lcntel con+c..cts if every 
tir.1e t'ley SR.id anythinG to P;.~ \'le thon _, rocecded to tell the \'/orld 
about it. 'fhEtt would mDkE~?' rD..ther curious relationship betr/cen 
Governments 0 

Have you been offerin.:; t he c.1 advice tilen over the pes t month on 
the aJ.1propri:.te course of action <.l S you sari it? 

I think they are mv::.re of our views ,1nd have beon av/are of our views 
on some of the s e issues fo!' 1:1 very lons ti _e . In particular for 
exanple in ' relation to t he c:uestiol1 of jllternI~ent . 

And your view on Internnent is at the d O,11ent nhat? 

11he Government's view has in the be.:;inninc; been tha t intc.rl1r1lont in 
the Vlay it \ as introduced and the way it operated was Cl serious 
poli ticc:l blunder and thc.t iU:,e c ontinu .... tion of intern[Jcr.t in the 
form \/hich it rlas continued~ .. lc,de it 11 ore difficult to find a 
political solution. 

i . 

Have you been urginG then to end internment this p~st month? 
made known ouJ: views and ' 

','le have / the G,uestion of internr.lent has CO I:!e up in discussions 
with the .Dritisl1 Government throughout the \'Ihole peri od thLt I have 
been j ,inister . 

The S.D.L.P. for example have felt that this ce~sefire perha,s w~s an 
apportuni ty for the British to end Intern 'uent at a stroke . II'as that 
the view of the Irish Governdent Z 

,,'h'en you come' .. to t1" e details cif \'/.lether you do it at a sta.r::e or \';hether 
you do it by stroke j..tt6t ::.. o,Jething that has to be decided by the 
responsible authorities W''l O o.::""C in much more close contact \"Ii t~: the 
situation than \/0 arc . In relation to the detail tactics I don ' t 
think that our views would necessarily be as well informed as theirs 
would be because they are dealing with a situation in northern Ireland 
on the spot . 

Interviewer: In general you have been favourable to the rele2.se of laree ,numbers 
of det. inceSt in Gener'rcl couJ .. d one say that? 

JJr . i!jtzGorald : le have . In the beginning Vie t'1.ou..-;ht it was 1:1 mistake and we have 
f'avouroC: the phasin r ' out of internnent . The pase ~.t \711ic.1 th" t i[ 
tp be done is et t'lCtical l:lattor if you li,cG 1 beSju~e it involves 
)tecud I;y r..nd securi iy is a \{ord which Il [ f5 :,;.'Y.,.tf'd .1">[>11in..:; nO\'f" .llC; . ./S . 

/It l:1efillG tryin :~ o stoP .. eople beill~ .... Ui:<tc ... ca 1'11(, it i3 a I!1~l~ tcr .i.'or 
tho ilr'; tish GoverlJment in its judccr. el'"C to decide I,/llcther in [. 
pprticular 8i tu o.t:Lon the bD-lt.nce of < .(lv· nt:J.[;e in terns of Pr.":W , ntil! : 
£urc.lCr liven boin ~ lost \";olI1 '1 lie V') \;h 0. 8udc C 't'cle[ se oi all , in 
the hopon t 11Ct tll<.t would cr.Jat e Cl. \'J lolo new clj .!·· tc/ or t he reI'" c 
of people [;1':"'01. all y b,,('..rir. ; in I. i!l(: th: 'C \; '101'0 • re , _1y pOOt)lr) 
il1"!. ~ rJl cd i. t'osn'ct ' 01. v/lie:l thero cJ e )'ly j.G rv~ .. r; to ')c~ljcve L.l. " 

• . '1" "' . ".f..' t ' ley n~ ve beCrl r~~ponsiol\,; l.or -very ~.:r':'()U5 cr~ .. (':0 l.nt C0(j, ) .l.1. ...... 



.. 

• 
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Interviewer: 

Dr . :BitzGeralcl : 
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, Dr . Fit zGc:':'&ld : 
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J Dr. FitzGerald : 
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a.t a moment 
~·w1'C to be reJ.e. Ecd at - tii•le k ·;hen t:1cx·o \l(!S still violc•1 t conflict 
in procesr- or lj_ ~-(' to t•esu. c you could be , ~~.d.n_. the ;_,.itt .tion 
pote:11ti.. .• lly r:or~c/.t or ex :mplo • ~:.wngst tho:::e interned tilero \'/ere ·i;he 

1 " r l • " • • 1 1 • ' "" -. ('\_,. 1 ..., ,. • 

they r:ere to b:; relec~sed nt a t:i. .• u r: en there \!U::: col t~.LuinL, 
tension and c onflict in the Horth the effect miGht be •••·••• 

Of course it ir" not l cco.lly proven th. t anyon e is respons:i ble . 
.. ~ &1.\.~f 

,,c " ~c.~ onc.eJ:nco not \ii t!1 •:•~1~ t is le:;ally proven , I a .. t ~ l!::in.s no·:: 
c.boutl ·~ ctic.:-J effect j f in ~L.ct ~:er .. is 2 ..• or:l certa.i.nty, thL.t 
amon<>...,t che 1 OO ' s of people t.nere 1:l.r:re are ~ co1JJ.e '1 .'10 h-::.ve oecr1 
reEponf.'ible for e.:1pall in,; crir~cs end I think that 1:1oral c c.rh.inty 
existed a.r:JO.;._;::;t ·!;::om . 1'her~ are so.1c thouch of co1trse , t 'ore r.re 
sor:~e of ti .. e '! •.::10 :.1ay not havo been, ii

1 
t:n t .. oral c ertainty eJ:ists 

the roapons~lle authority luts to decide ~h2t is the method of 
rele2se t:~.- t \:ill oinic:.i£e the li :eli!loocl thC'..t t:wy would rcpcut 
t Hose cri..1es , w:1ether t:~at is best ·one by t he c:l.'lrp effect or 
sudden release at a no::Je:Jt of tine nhen there i s a. p o::sibility , a 
stron~ nos ribility th"t rnj.~ht end t~e c ~nflict nnd ma~e it very 
i !!lPJ:'ob::.bl.e to renew , t:1~t is one oos~ibj.lity . At another peri od 
it fllir:ht be nore ~rorOJ)riate to r ele se r ad r.lJv. to buil<" una - ... .. ... , -
cliwat c of confiduncc before you COL'IG to r clec sins t h ose in res pe ct 
of whom t he mor~:l certc.inty is .:;rea.test ~.r d t"l.::.t is a ,a2tter •t::·:icl: 
must be in the judr""ement of thos e w:w have to t ::...ke the decision (.l.rd 
who ha ve the maxiuu 8 of information . 

Prcsur.1ablytl1e Irish Govcrn .. wnt ; as an opinion on tbat
1 

for eY:'.J, ple 
the vie :1 t21.-.t t"1is 'm::.s an OP! ortuni ty to end internr..1ent ;·t. Li lc t:~e re 
was a ceaseiire of ~h&tever strencth? 

That is a matter of juclt;e .Jen t and if cc.cl1 me:rber of the \':hole 
govern •. 1Cnt h&s an opinion on tha t , each individucl or iniona; vdll 
be b~~cd on a V<..r yinc rerce~. tion and kno·:tled:;e of the f <..cts and 
it isn ' t a thin ·; of v,rhic h a. collective view of t h e e; ove rntuent v::J.ic:1 
has not cot access to all the f~cts should necessur~ly be for~ed . 

I 

1'o tell other fe ople their busines::: , ·:.hen t~ey i1..ve ::ore access to 
the fc.ct s than you have and vthen you :..1i ~ht be tellin3 the ·J to do t!:le 
things which in . f .sct turn out to have been the rrorst t':in: s to do 
in term of loss of lives could be · irr·esponsible .:f,lo r efore we 
have confined ourselves to ~a.!dne; it clear ~ 1·:e t 1ou.:.;ht in tern s 
in t he beginnin:; as a mist::1::::e and it shoufd be phased out as 
r apidly as possible. The particular tec hnjque of pha.sin.::; out 
is a practic al matter which r,mst be vlithin the compilen.ce of the 
people who have the decisions to t uke. 

Sq no particular advice over the past month whj le the ceaGefire vrs 
on? 

On the practic<:-1 detn.ilcd '}uest ion of the method of relea se , no, 
but our view on the question of endin::; internment is HeJ,,t lcnmm :-.nd 
has been known. I ar.1 sure the pr~ vious g ov e .. nment made ·their vie1'/S 
knorm and we have certainly done so s,ince we have been in g overnment • 
from the very beginning . 

I s there a collective vievt on talks rtith the Sinn Fein , Kevin Street 
organisation by the Bri tis li ? 

Here is a questj_on of rrhnt kind of talks about \'lh<..l.t , \'tlLc:.t role is 
bein0 played . In orde.t' for the c easciire orie;inally to ta.J·e pla<;o 
it H•s cleo..rly u r- eful that so .. e peo1 lc shoul d .. JC:t1.:-o ccrtLin contr cts 
t,he result of \/] liC 11 the t.ttitudo oi· the I. i . • \ . chU1cec1tt :J o ,wint 
thr.t they ~ decided t hat hL~vin ~ ho ... rd ar _;tt.JC•'ts put to t :1 e~..1 it 
woul(l be to tb .. jr advcrt.~ce and it \'ir r t:.e ri ;'1 t thin.; to do 
th<.1t tboy :::'1ould coat ~ii re for a pc r ;Lod at lcn <-·t . 1'bo ... e cont['Ct" 
cl e;.rly were u .. eJ..ul < Lcl :;he cot sefLe uli~ht not: hcv~ har.;•encci. .1:..6 it 
not t · !·,ell ~ l: ,ce . 1'hc r ei or•.: in ti o circu. st;:. '!C es there c c.n be l 

role ror !JG01lc ~o ·o ru1c1 c:.reuc"' c ·.:,c nd try ·~o e r~.\wco <)Ol'lc 

en <''Cd .in t:1i~ .·lh of c . .L.apl.i_..ll t, ·•'t it . I a: ... not cl··.·~ . ·t 1;:1:. 
1' t . . . t \ j' .. 'Ole of l·rOVif,jr•J1 1 ui!in l·Cin in t •J .c1t:'u er ,S, U1C~ •. ur __./ "0 .~v " 

-t..~ ... ... "t'' n't r'\ ,~ ......._ ... ~. r;;:u:::, ..;~ t-~.\~~1 "- ~ .!:~·., 1 .. \ 
---~-----~~-LL--<------ 1•-.. • ''f ,•( I 

. . 
, . 

• 

IntervieYl8r : 

J)r . J.ti t zGerald : 

Interviewer: 

Dr . ]!'i t zGerald : 

I n t erviewer : 

,1 

~ Dr . Pit zG oJ:'cld : 
2 
~ 
I ". 

~ 
~ 
l Intervievver : 
" 

Fit zGer a l d : 

-.3-

at a moment 
\'!el'O to Lo role ~'()d at a ti{'lt! /J/hen ~:) ;l'v \;:'10 Gtill violent conflict 
in procesCC" or J 1:;_ 1 y to l'CGlli e you could be I ~~.;:1J1.s tlle G.i tt _tion 
potelltially r,ro1'~e/£ o:r. exr .. mple (:l.{:lGngst tho~e interned ~hey'c v/oro 'che 

,.. , ." r • ... .. , ,. ~ ., ,.."' n"' ~ 1..... ,. • .f:' 
~ 

tlley r!ere to b~ released at a t5 .. ,I;) \":hen t, (;re \,/;. S COllt:.Luin...., 
the effect misht be 0 •• ••• • tcnGion and con:fljct ill the ] orth 

Of C0111'se it iD not lCG8.11y proven th. t anyone is respons:ible . 
.. ~ &\.\.L 

.Ie [' ~"'.~once]~nc(J not Hi -(;:1 ':/~lat is lc";ally proven , I a., t l!:in,s ne',,: 
e.boutl 'Lctic.:',} effect j f in f.::.ct t"'ere is ['. .. or""l certainty tl"!at 
amon..,..>ti;he 100' s of people there t1.(;ro U.re 1001)10 ,.:110 h-:-.ve bee:l 
rospolF'ibl e for [>.p _allin,; crit .. cs cnd I t~1ink t!lat r.Joral corcLdnty 
existed 8L1Cl1,SSt t::om. 1'her.] are :.:;o.v~ thouCh of conrse , t 'cre ['1'e 
SO,le of t. e . ',::10 ::lay not have been , ii ' t:1uG ooral certainty e:~ists 
the respons~.1:.1e U'llthority Ins to decide ','ll2..t is ti1e .. ethoc1 of 
rcler.se t>, t r:j.ll oinic;:ise the 111:elihood th,~t t:wy ,'/ould repeat 
tllo"'e cri..1Cs , w:1cther t;~at is best c" one by the c:l,'1rp e:ffect or 
sudden release; t a nO::Je!lt of ti::le \"Ihen there is a :,o .. sibility , 2-

stronr-- nossibility thr~t nd .... ;ht end t;le cvnflict and Qa.~ce it very 
i mprob.:t1.Jl.e to renew , ti1.:'.t is one pos£'ibj.lity . At another period 
it fllic;ht be ,lore cporopriate to rele •. ,0 r8d [.lJ. to builf un a ... '- 1 -

clirrtate of confidence before you come to rclc~ sine: those in respe c t 
of whom the mor~~l certEd.nty 1s Greatest 8.nd t11::.t is a 1J12tter 'l::-!ici: 
must be in the judgement of those wIlD have to t.:.J:c the decision (1rd 
who have the maxi ClUi_l of information . 

Pl'c:,nmablyt.1C Iri ch Govcrn .. 1Cnt : as an opi.l:1ion on t 11at/ for ey,~ pIe 
the vie..-' t:'l,-.t t lis ·"":.s an op. ortuni ty to end intelnoent ,'/:510 t:.ere 
vias a c easeiire of v:hE.tevcr strencth'? 

ThE'.t io a matter of judGe .lent and if each me;"'lber of the ,':hole 
govern::lCnt h&s an opinion on that , each indi vic1uol O~illion f; vlill 
be bc:..ed on a vLryin....; rerc e~tiol1 Hnd lillo';:led:;e of. t'.le fLCtO' and 
it isn ' t a thine: of \"l'h1c11 Cl collective view of the e;overnluElnt r::.cic:1 
has not bot access to all the f::..ct s should nec cG::ar::"l y be forL1ed . 

I 

To tell other [eopl e their busines~ , ~~en they ~'ve 20re access to 
t he fL,c t s than you have and when y ou _li~llt be tellin£:; the'!1 t o do the 
t hings which in fac t turn out t o have been the rrorst tJ:in..:s to do 
i n t erm of l oss of l ives could be - irr'csponsible .. T~eref'ore we 
hav e confi ned ourselves t o l2..a!dns i t clea1' .. _ \7e thou:::;ht in terms 
i n t he beginnin,s as a mistake and it shouf d be I,hased out as 
r api dly as p ossibl e . The part i c ul ar ·tec hn j que of phnsin .: out 
is a practic2.1 I atter which must be vdtl1in the c ompilenc e of the 
people who h~ve the decisions t o tuke . 

S 9 no particu l ar advice ove r the past month \'/h j le t he cea:.:.efire vrs 
on? 

On the pr a cticBl d etail ed ,!uest ion of the method of release , n o , 
but our v iOYI on the ques t ion of endin::; internment is we),.t lrnm7n ('.nd 
has been kn own . I an sure the pr~vious Gov':Lnraent made -their v i ews 
knO\,I11. and Vie have certainly d on e so s,ince we hav e been i n Government . 
from the ver y beGinninG _ 

Is there a collec tive v ie\'! on tal ks rJi t h t h e ~ inn Fein , Kevin Stre e t 
organi sat i on bJ the Bri t isli ? 

Here is a question of v/hat ki nd of tal ks a bout \'Iha t , VI1Lc..t role is 
bein0 .r:. l ayed . In order for the c easefire orie;inally to tal-e pl a c; e 
i t \ US c leo.rly uceful that sO .. o peo1 1c shoul d .. 1[.'{C c crt, in cont~'cts 
t,he result of' \/],iC 11 the t.tti'tudc of the I. H. ,I _ ChWlcoc1t t:JC ,Joint 
th;;.t they decided t.l8.t h.::!.vin ~ ho"rd a r tl.:lel'ts pu t to t:lel.l it 
Vloul(l bc to tb ,j r advGY t. Co and it \'i, f tL.e ri ;ht thin:; to do 
t h'-1t thcy s'lould Cour ./liro for a por:1.od at lenst . ~ho~e contr-cts 
cl e<'l'ly \'Iere t);_~:t.ul ,l,cl :;ho ceasefire .. liGht ner. he.ve harN·mCQ h:..u jt 

n ot t, :',811 L co. l'herci ora in t'w circu .. s-GL1'!ces there ct: n be [' 
role 10;: !I()O le ·~o .'0 c.U1Cl .. ,reliC '-" C'.:,O l'l1U ~ry ·~o 'Jer~.uadc r <)01)1 C 

8n ..- 'vcl .i.n t l.LS .·l1l of c . .l .. ,pC .. i-,ll C(I n(t j.t . I '-l: ... 11?-: t;}." ,,~ .. t t::. 
::010 of lrovlf,jr'l1 1 >Jj1JD locjn in t .,! L[l~ter j", '" lct~lur t ./ ",-- . .;c J", 

'T • ~~_~ ... """ 

ot..! __ ... "l/ ' n1. r~ ,L-.- "",,"'~ ,..-.t., ~ r~t..., W\~ r. T, .V\~I" d !: ..... \ I "\. 
\ t,_ . nof "r I 
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,7ho hole: t he vie\·! t llr-1.t ,,;...,-,-;;· te::::" it rrould be de s irable t '[ t t he c.J'II'I. f·c· \"" 
shoul d end , a re seekin~ to p'3rGtw.ue the I . H. 11 • of t t-li"' , o.nd it 
may be useful they should do so and t here should be so. e conte.c; 
.. .. -it,"' + "-.., ,. · ··1n':~h ""' ·~",ft\"'f,. -'""' t"'\ 1., i 1- .f.~" ~"n l , f'\,.... .t,..., · " 

1
• 

the .1 • "t . J. o and ::i.n th< t event ' 1~et ,1 cr t.w lJ.ri t i s!1 lt ovex·:Ltent :...r c .in 
a sense ne;:otj u. tin _; v:ith them• A; lot oe:-end s on t l1 t 1 but obviou:.l~1 
we in the 1\ e? 1blic , our electcd ,....L'e . r esentat ivcs and o.1r .:;over·n ... c l c, 
in llorthern I re l < .. .J.1d , \·:e c.lone re!Jresen t the 1 co r 1 6 o1 I.r·elc~nd ~n.:: 
no .oriti :::1 Gov ernL:lcn t could ever d e o. l over o 1r he :...us \'.' ith people 
,~ 0 cla i m t~e ri~ht to r epr esent t he pco9le of Ir~lr~d but ntc~ 
V.e people of Ireland have n ev er bee11 r:ilJ.in.3 to cl:- ct nncl hcve 
never be en prepc.red to put tj~e'!IScl ves forr.rc.:rd for el ~ction o It ' s 
one thin e; to have intermedi :C:~ e .... seokin.:; to pcr.Juade tom. rC s t ho 

· · • · 1 · _. l _ ~ .. l ' t " t l "' . t' ' G t enoJ.n~ 01 vJ.o.ence , J.ll3 .rt-t- ~ ... e·c; er Ior :!J rJ. J.S a o·.re.rn,:'le'1- _ 
f or examrl e t o deal d.ira,e.tl ·r ove r ~v 0 h ry ,' s of t '~ e clE:ct.c.ck~ tla.f~ !J."'""'=-

dL . t· - ·' 1 ,_,,h. ~'f . e} e~.<.fJ..~.,. t _, ~ ,. 1 t _ 
0 
~ 1e l .r ·:u :> .1 peop e , ........._ ~ ooa y;;. , 10 ; ..._;...;, _" eu~ v.lC:use ves o 

Int erviener : 

lJ.r . J!'itzGerEld : 

Interviewer : 

JJr . l<itzGerald : 

Inter vie\ler : 

sp~al{ in our n[l :'le ,l£ \'aula hope t h... t th ..... t \'/O;.;.la not ho. .pen &t nny 
p oJ.nt o ~ 

Ho.s your c overn. . ent :1r1.c cny c ont ·1 ct tl"is pa s t month with ;> i nn :;:·oin 
Ke vin btreet either direct or indirect . 

Ho . 

You h .. a.v e made no effor t t o f i nd out v1h c> t the thinkin .:; is i n side t e e 
provisional I. l . 1 . • nov e11ent , provisione.l :Jinn .l.''e i n • .i'hcr e have 
been T. D$ , nho ito been rep orted ho.vc been involved i n some te.lks , 
but the L~oyernmcnt has h::'d n o c ont Bcts ? 

f-UM>~ 
• i -;ht throut.:;h the rlhole ,t.various reopl e ofte11 c ou1e a l ons and say 
l ook I ' v e been talkin,: to s o and s o c:.nd he s ays suc:1 L.11d such ; 
one nl rray s l istens to such infor ... c.t i on Y.ith int erest so..Jet i ne:::; 
rri th doubt , so::~eti:nes •;;i th more c onfi d en c e th<:.t it refl e c ts n~12.t 

a t l east what nas sai d t o t ho people conc er ned e..nd ony i nfor mat i on 
frorJ. anyb ocly , viens of t~e attitwle..fo of the I. 1 . .• • is r lrwys _ 
obviously useful. 1:.-.t- rtJ .~ -......'(' ~( ;., ........ .. :f- ...t-~:1 /.._4 ~~_{::;. \ """·cr... /~..:... 

\.1.4. ~ ~, 4 w..rr .. -v., .... ,...~... ....... t.G • .,,.J ~~ 0{.,."""""' ... ~.!. ~-<>·~, cA, I. ..... t ikt•\ c.. d ,tf<~t .-l , ""i I 

Did t he Bri tish G ovorn~cnt t el l y ou nhat t he peace proposals uere 
which \/ ere pu t to them aftol' the Feakle confer ence in a d ocument 
which apparent ly· t he c hurchmen t r an s mitted !' 

Dr . FitzGer ald : Yes . 

Interviewer : Can you tell u s wha t thos e proposa ls vrere? 

Dr . J. i tzGera ld : There have been such a serie s of events and proposals I h esita te 
to ansvmr from a r ecol l ection without chocking . 

Intervi e\/er : Tho B. B. C. Eo ·the rn corres:::>onden t ha s report ed t hat t he pro posa l s 
were for a 32-county constitution vli th 32 county ele cb.ons in this 
c ountry . 

Dr . li·it zGer a ld : I t hought t hese ha d been published , I may be v;rone , I may be thin1dng . 
of a di f fere nt document . 

Intervicv:er : Io
1
this ha s not been pu blished but it ha s been reported by the B.BC 

Dr . l•'itzGerald : 1/ell I v10uld h e sita te t hen ·fo comment , my recollection may be confused 
between different documents a t diff erent st2ce s . 

1 Int c rviever : As re ported , i nvolvin3 32 county elections t he peace pr op oso.l s of 
the I . 1\ . A. \/ Ou l cl directly i nvolve your g overnment in t h·1.t no elect ions 
c ould b e •1el d i n 32 c ounties unles s you e:.re a party o 

' 
Fit z Gcr a ld : ilhat we arc c onc erned \'lith , i f t he I. . . ~ . c o.n be por<-uaded to c cr ~ e 

their viol ence s o t hnt politics c 2.n proceed und if they vri sh to present 
themselvo ~; f or el ec tj ol 1 ort h :::.nd • outh then t heir rncn bor s o.re elC'ctcr: , 
t nd it i s pocsj hl o tl-J.n t in the l!or t h a t L.·~,·~t s o . c s; .~.1 1 nurubor .. .i :nt 
be, then pol itic.:; c ru1 1-roc aed u.11d r:c c an sock to n c..; ot:i.P. t c a ccln~io. 
to the · .or~ } torn Irc l < 1. cl problc.. . • nt ·. ;1e q1 c.;tiun ;.l 1 c~,· l rc to.U i 11 ; u s , 
the peoplE. 0 1 Irela nd no\'! our [ f! ·, i.rs rhoulu. e run L~lld (. ictatilJt,. :!l.i .... 

.. . .. 
• 
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\":ho hol e. the vie\"! th~.t \,;",,1;. £:;'::' it rlould be des irable t [ t the V'1I\~le' \'­
should end, are seekin[5 to por suil.uc the r. n. A. of tl :is , 0,nd it 
may be useful thcy should do so .:tnd there should he so. e cont c '; 
.'.-Lt'" -1·· - "",\'". .. ··hp '.J " ... +·'(:'1'1" ~n 'r1'·r - ..f·".. ",...1·, ,,~ t,...,· '" I. 

tae i . • oJ,o and:in th,t event ',1.et,1cr t.1C l}rii:isJ1 liOVel':1,.lent ,.re in 
a se11se nezotj atin,j v:ith them. 4: lot de:1end s on th .... t , but obvi ou~l~1 
we in the 1 c~ubliC, our c>lectcd7':..cpresentativcs Ci.nd O..lr .;over!1,.lcr: c, 
in l-Jortncrn Il'el ... ..1d , v/o c lone re!,resent the I COr l e 01 I!.'elc .. nd .... !la. 
no .dri ti:::l Goverm,1ent could ever deal 0 Cl' OU1' her as \'iith peoplc 
\:~o cla i m t~e ri 'ht to re9resent t~c peopl e of Ircl12rd but \'Jto~ 
the peopJ.e of I rel nJ have never been \'[ilJ.:i.n..:, to el ect nnd hc.ve 
never been prepc.red to 9ut tjco'llselveG form.'.rd for elJction o It 1 8 

one thin::; -to have intermedic:.ie .... seckin.:: to pc,t"'8uade tornr(s the 

, I 

eno.in~ of violbnce , i ~ }~l ~ ' llc'tter for t l~3 British GO-v"e.rn .. eqt _ 
for examrle to deal ci. ' l'~.c.tl 'T over ~ (> nC)"c s of t'1e clectu,t-i-€ 'l..f~ kt,,,,,,,=> 
. t' _ . 1 u-11~, UA'\'t , e.1- (1"<.fq il1> t·' 1&,. 1 d}-~ 'ile .U-:LS.1 peop e, .~ ~OOQ~'I. "1.0 : ..... I'>.D ~' eu.~ ·~ w:'Use ves to 
sp~a!{ in our n'l!TIe 'lf! poul d hope 'GlL..t th .. t \1oulo. 11.ot hap)en at any 

In t ervie\"ler: 

lJr. ~'it zGer2.la : 

Inter iO\'Jcr: 

JJr. } it zGerald : 

Intervie\{er: 

POlnt o ~ 

Has your ~:overni1ent '1"C W1y cant-o ct t~is past Clonth v:i th ~; inn .I.'cin 
Kevin btreet cither direct or indirect . 

Ho . 

You have made no effort to find out v,het ti1e thiDkil1~ is inside tee 
provisional 1.1 .1. 0 !"lOVel'lcnt , provision2.l :";inn l'\~in . '.£'11ere have 
been T. D$, \"1110 i ttJ been reported have been il1VOl vcd in some taILs , 
but the ~oyernmcnt has had no cont ccts? 

f~~ 
;, i ,:>ht 'i;hrouCh the rlhole ,l.various [ oople oftcn COllie a lon,:::. and say 
look I've beon tal:-in,s to so and so &nd he S::l.Ys SUC:1 L.lld such; 
one Rl vrays listens to such il'lfor ... ction \'.ith interest so . .1etiCle.3 
Y/i th doubt , so:netbes ';ii th more confiden ce th['.t it reflects \,/~18.t 

,t least \',hut \"Jas said to the people concerned and any inf ormatiol1 
fror.l anybocly , viens of t le attitU('l9..§ oi the 1.1 •. . 0 is f'.1\'rays _ 
obviously useful. f:.....,t- n-.J-,~ '1-..01', ~(:Cf-- "f..L..vC.".;J /-;4 c."".l;;'r- WJ·(]':.. ,l~..:- • 
~,~ ~,4 '-fr...,,~~., ... ,f. ~""" Ot-lA-.> ,-~ .!o, j-C'-/ ~l.n...r ~h '" ,{,tf'~t (ll""i 

Did the British Govern:.1Cl1t tell you whLt the peace proposals nere 
which \'Iere put to them aftel' the J/eakle conference in a document 
which c.pparently· the churchmen transmitted !' 

Dr . FitzGerald : Yes , 

Iut ervierler : C[tn you tell us what those proposals v/ere? 

Dr . loi-czGerald : There have been such a series of events and proposals I hesitatc 
to anSHer from a recollection without checking . 

Intervie\ler: The B. B.C. l;"oitl'iern corres!)ondent has reported that the proposals 
were for a 32-county cOllsti tution vii th 32 county elections in this 
country . 

Dr . li'itzGera ld: I thought these had been published , I may be vlrone , I may be thinking. 
of a different document . 

InterviC\!cr : 

Dr . l"i t zGerald : 

Interviewer: 

No 1this has not been published but it has been reported by the BBC 

/ell I vlOuld hesi to.te then -Cb cO!il.'!1ent, my recollection may be confused 
between different documents at different stpces . 

As reported, invol vinS 32 county elections the 1)oace proposal s of 
the 1.H..A. \/Quld directly involve your government in tl1'lt no electiom.> 
c ould be 'leld in 32 counties unless you are El. party o , 
'\/nat '.',e are concerned ni th , if the 1. . :\ . cun be percuaded to cer ~ C 
their viol ence ""0 toot politics c o.!! proccerl and j.f they wish to present 
themselvc~ for alectiol 1 Q1'th o.ml outll tben their members are e}('~tc'l, 

and it iG pocsjble th<1.c in the Earth ,>t L'~18 t SOblC s,!.:ll nurJber ,:!l ht 
bel then politic.::; can 1-l'ocacd o .. nd \10 can cocck to nc..;ot:i.p. tc a :~cln tion 

to the ' ,or~ hl,;rn Irel, loci problel. . lut tile qt ('Gtion ).,lJe~,' <.1'e tellill; us , 
Ul~ peoplE. 01 ll'clrncl ho'! our ~fl"il~ houlu. ue rul1 ~~1t1 <.ictutillw tla ... 



... 
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rtrJd pnrportins to nccoti~tc the British Government over the 
h:}<...ds o:f the Irish pcoplcr tnd.t \toul<l uc the ulti1nate betJ.·ayu.l 
of Ireland if t.n t \/ e re to be done or accepted . :Ci1e only way 

OUr ..- f .... i Y> f- C'"1 1" ) C f 1 f; C. . ,., ~( ~; ,-. l '' ~ .. ,,r, tJ 1 ~ ' ,._ . ~ ... ,.... , 1 '· " 

in he t :o pu·ts o 1 "C l~e country c.<iscus:.;in :, tlJese 1.1attcrs to.:;ethcr 
and \lith the l3ri tish Government, £.nd the I. { .. ' o h:lvo no role in th' t 

1 althou;:;h if they in act put J.Or\tard peo,!lle for elections for a 
poli -~ic<.,l party associo.ted v;i th the:n and £)Cople r.rere elected fro~ 
them they •:,ould of c our~e h:.we ~· . ropric.te role to play in thco.'b . 
A role nith nhatcver strength t h e people of Irelcnd v1ish to Give them 
in those discussions . 

'l'he poin~ I am tryin:; to ma::e is tru't the nroposj_ tion as re;?orted 
that h ..... s been ~mt to t h e 3rj_ti"'h Govcrnnent is one on \'/hich your 
Govcrmncnt \'/OUld hnve a veto

1 
so I 3.!.'1. askin ::; you ·.:ere you inior. ·ed 

t~J£t such " p.'oposal r;:::;,s in front o t 1e .Jr·i tis:1 lrovl!rnment nnd 
did you respond to it? 

Dr . :dtzGerald : ',, cll
1 

as I said I 1 nd qui ·te ce:ctnin of t'1e p::trticul~.r C.ocun8nt 
you o.re trlkinc; about c.!'llter:t' inly a ::;::coposal of t 11, t !·~i11d is not 

h . ' 1, . 1 ~.k.,, 0 1 . ' '{,._ one ·,; 1cn y .11.1. v1ou u ·c a .~e ...._.;',. ..,crlous_y . .;e ore co.rJccrlleu C.-i! W\ h 
:Linclinc a solution here bctuem tl.osc \iho hevc been chosen by t>e 
I rish ~ eoplc dJ.o represent then : nd ~che .J.:citj_£h Govcru.1cnt . In 
rec;r r d to th~ t if o.ny propos~ls cone forvmrd \thic21 hr~ve the sup ~ort 
of elected represent<: tives i11 any pert of Irelo:md <.ore ones •:ihjc~l ~ 

obvious ly h~ve to be c onsidered o 

Interviewer : Do you hevc u general vic;-, nt this stppe oi prosoe cts of the c nL~.seiiro , 
has it cccn a c:hetnce to avert civ '1 ·:mr in t~1o l:o.:·th? rio..-: in 
General do you see tho situation? 

Dr . 1itzGerald : Yes , I think thr,t the situation w2.s setting \':orse , I thinl':: th~·t if 
violence continues you c ould r;et n :::.:i tuo.tion ·:·here t!1erc coul0. be 
a full s cale civil YIE\r in Hort_1er11 IreL.nd o.nd I thin~-: also 
obvious ly i:.: t:1crc i s an en din.:; to violence there is the possibili t:· 
of more construc tive political U.is cus sions , ones in \·:hic ~1 _::'JCO!)le •;.-lll 
be loss po•.'!J.!itted to l':•_I"J.r; in :.; on to inherited ?Ositions .::~d nore ·.·iL'.in_: 
to talk r:orc openly to e[ ch ot;1cr c..nd to try to find a solution to.::;ether 
and thorefore clearl;y the end in_:; of violence 1if it c .::..n be achieved, 
is somethin::; that can make a .-r.:1jor cont ributi onf o.r:d if it 1of course

1 
continues and if \,e cet bc..c:;: to the kind of situation \7e ·::ere in 
before tho dangers are very Grer.t o 

--------------------- · 
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and pnrportin.'" to nccoti- to thc British Government over ~llc 

hCi.;..ds of the Iri"'h . coplor tnat \'/ould be the ulti,nate bet.cayv.l 
of Ireland if that \lere to be done or ['ccopted . The only way 

DUl."",..:r °-lY'f' C"11 be rl'1c·# ... ~~( ·; -' 1, """" "",(1 l' r· ... ",' , 

in tne t~:o P2.l'ts 01. "t~"e eountr./ uiscuscil1:" tllcse matters to.;ethcr 
and rti th the British overnment, [.no the 1. { • . ~ 0 have no role in thr t I 
a,lthou:;h j.f they in 1act put iorl/H.rd people for elections for a 
poli tic<...l p~trty associ.?ted vii th the .. 1 and people VlerC el~cted fro. 
them they \',ould of c our~e have ~l. Jropri::!.te role to play in th2.t . 
A role nith r;hatever strength the people 01' Ireland v(ish to Give them 
in those discussions . 

Interviewer : '1'ho poin'\, I am tryin.:; to !l1.:i::e is trU't tbe nl'opoSj. tion as reported 
that h ..... s beon put to tile .Jr:i.ti""fl Govvrnuent is on·3 on ·,hie 1 your 
Government v/ould h."we a veto, so I :.1JCl askin~ you ',:erc you inIor. 'ed 
thr.t such ~ p opos"_l :1:3.S in front o· t:le .. Jl:i ticll Government and 
did you respond to it? 

Dr . l.'itzGeralu : "cll; as I said I 1 nd quite cer-cnin of t~le p::!.rtieul ... r L.ocv. .. ent 
you 2.rc t(ll~ins about aru,t:er,t::!:Lnly 1.1 l'.:r:'oposal of tl1r.t ;·~i!Jd is not 

h · , l' . 1 ~,\r{., . 1 · ' .{ ...... 01113 ,/ 1cn YOl.1. \'/OU Cl 'ca,ce -.......;.. scr1ous_y . ,;e "re cOllCCrlleu ~ W\ 1 
i'inc1inG a solution here bct\lem tl:osc \iho h['ve been ehcsen by t"e 
Irish ~ eorle \.-t.o represent '\;heo ~ nd the .u:dtif"h Governl..lent . In 
reo rd to tlv t if any propos~ls cone forvlGrc1 \/hiC!l huve the sup 'ort 
of e l ec ted represent .. tives in 8..rJy pc rt of I1'e12.11 d <.ore ones '.·:hje~l ~ 

obviously have to be c onsidered o 

Intervic\·.er : ])0 you heve a general viei'! at this st['.ge 01 prosl)e c ts of the cnusefirc , 
has it aeen a el->.an e e to o.vert cj.v i 1 ';far in t~le :;o1.'th? lIoy! ill 
General d o you see the situati o~? 

IJr . }'i tzGera ld: Yes , I t hink thc.t the situation W2.S Getting r.orse, I thi nk t hat if 
violenc e continues you could .:;et [1. si tuo..tion ':':lere t!lerO cou10_ be 
a. full s c a.le civil m.1.r in rort~er11 IrGL.nd and I thin:: [1.1 so 
obviously i:. t: ... erc is <1.i.l cnd in.:; to viol en c e t:-wre is thc ros::ibili'b:' 
of' more construc tive poli tical uis cussiol1s , ones in rr11i c ;'l ~eople '::-111 
be le ss p o . .1f:!i tte.d t o 1:':'.J1<'"i n:; on to inherited ?osi tions ['nd ;.101'e '. ·il).in.: 
t o talk more openly to e[ ch ot'18r ... nc1 to t ry t o find a sol ution to.:;cther 
and therefore el carl~T thc endin..:; of vi ol ence ,if i t c o.n be a Chioved, 
i s something that co.n make a j :ljor contributiol1r ur.d if i t ,of c ourse I 
c el1'i:;inues and if \.e Get bac :.: t o the kind of situat ion \'le ',-,rere in 
before the dan~ers are very Gr er..to 
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