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Stor~ont Castle, Belfast 

2? January 1 g7 5 

'J.'HE }'OLLOWING STA'l'EHEHT ~lAS ISSUED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN 
IREIJ!iliD T01HGHT (vlEDXESDAY, 22 JANUARY 19'75): 

., 
.. .. -. 

In the House of Commons last t-;cek I set out the British Government's policy in 

''relation to !~orthern Irelnnd. I sought to lay bcfox•c the House the elements of 

a policy lihich could brlr..g an er..d to violence 8l1d set in motion a procese of 

discussions. I l'llmt to :romind the people of Northern Ireland of the main points ·,_ 

of the Government's policy. 

'l'he first requirement of a:ny process of discus.'3ion in Northern Ireland is that 

there must be a genui11c and sustained cessation of violence. 

In responae to a genuine and sustained cessation of violence the army could be 

gradually r.'i thdra"m to barracks and reduoed to peacetime levels. 

Onco I am satisfied that violence has come to A l)ermsnC?nt end I shall be prepared 

to speed up the rate of releases l'Ti th a view to relensins all detainees. 
j' 

Provisional nnd Official Sinn Fein as well HS tho UL:h·r Volunteer Force, i'lhich 

I deproscribed last M~y, are free ~o take part in g~ui~e political ac~ivity 

within the law and give th&ir vie;.m to my officials. 

This remains my po'si tion. There have been further di~.:-·.:.:"<;ions bebreen rr.y officials 

and Provisional Sinn l''ein to clarify points made i:l ~ _;''.::lie statenents 31ld. :tbout 

arrnngements that mieht be made to ensure th:J.t e.ny , , ... ;;.~:.::::-e ciid not break dc•,.;n. 

Ny off).cial s made it clear th'it as I said on 19 Js:n'!.'-""7 if the ceasefire continues 

I would rTish and I run sure thnt the people of NoJ.•t-1.~=-- :.:-: .... and would idsh to nee 
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Stor~0nt Castle, Belfa6t 

2~ January 1975 

'rIlE }'OLLO\flNC STA'l'l~!-1EHT viAS ISSUED BY TIE SECnETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN 
IRELAND TOIHGHT (\:TEDl~ESDAY, 22 JAl'nJARY 1975): 

In the Bouae of Commolls last week I set out the British Government's poiicy in 

/relation to Northern Irellll1d. I Bought to lay befox'c the House the elements of 

a policy lihich could bring an er-d. to violence and set: j n motion a process of 

discussions. I \-rant to romind the people of northern Ireland of the mpin points 

of the Government' 8 policy. 

'1'be firBt requirement of a:ny process of discussion in Northern Ireland is that 

there must ba El genuine and sustained ce~sation of violenco. 

In response to a genuine and m.urtained ceseation of violence the army could be 

gradually h~thdravm to barracks and reduoed to peacetime le~els. 

Once I am satisfied that violenco has come to fl 1)erm311€'nt end I shall be prepared 

to speed up the ra to of releases 1'li th a vi ew to rclea~" ng all detainees . 
f 

Provi!"ional and Official Sinn Fcin as ,,'ell as tho UL2tC'r Volunteer Force , '"lmch 

I deproscri bed last ~hy, are free "to take part in genili_~ poli ti cal ac~i vi ty 
\ within t~e law and give thdr viE.'i>T3 to my officials. I ':. 

This remains my po'si tion. There have been further di~'::',:~,ions behreen zr.y officials 

and Provisional Sinn Fein to clarify points made ~:l ~ :-'":~lic statenents .9..nd :tbout 

arrnngemcnts that miGht bo made to ensu.re th.:lt e.ny ,~~~:~:::e ciid not break dC~"jn. 

Ny offj.cinls made it clear th'ii; as r sa~d on 19 J!!:r.'!.:'::"""7 ·~f the cCQsefire continues 

I would 1'1ish and I am sure that the people of Norft~::_. :::~land would wish to nee 
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rfective arrangements made to ensure that it did not break down'. I attsch very 

great importance to this and practical arrangements rrould be necessary. ,-
, . 

rw officials have also made_it clear to members of the Provisional Sinn Fein th~t 

as long as violence continues in the way that_ it has in the last fe'I-T days there 

can be no point in detailed discussion of such arrangements. tllien violence ceases 

my officials will be ready to talk again to membersof Provisional Sinn Fein, 

partiaulro-Jy about arrangements designed to ensure effec.ti vely that the ceasefire 

did not brenk down. 

There have also been discussions with members of Loyalist and other organisations. 

These l'rill continue on the basis of my public statements. I will myself continue 

to be available to elected representatives in Westminstar ar-d Northern Ireland. 
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~~ officials have also made it clear to members of the Provisional Sinn Fein that 

as long as violence continues in the way th~t. it has in the last £8'1'1 days there 

can be no point in detailed discussion of such arrangements. ~lhen violence ceases 

my officials will be ready to talk again to membersof Provisional Sinn Fein, 

particulur~ebout arrangements designed to ensure effectively that the ceasefire 

did not break down. 

There have also been discussions with members of Loyalist and other organisations. 

These "dll continue on the basis of my public statements. I will myself continue 

to be available to elected representatives in Westmin8tc~ ar-d Northern Ireland. 
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