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significant powers would probably be unacceptable to the 

minority in the North. Discriminatory activities had 

persisted in many authorities and it seemed likely that 

the faults in local gove~nt in the North were attributable 

to the people electt:?d to the local authorities: experience 

suggested that these people might well be elected again 

and again. Nonetheless there might well be possibilities 

through different areas and different systems. 

8. It was noted that one important influence on the time-table 

of developments and on British intentions would be, a 

full-scale resumption of the Provisional IRA's bombing 

campaign in Britain. It was noted that different 

assessments were possible on the possibility of sustaining 
~" 

~ such a campaign and of the effects b( British public 

opinion. One assessment was that the bombing campaigns 

to date had been expensive for the IRA in terms of personnel 

killed and apprehended and thus that any further campaign 

could not be long sustained. On this assessment, the 

reaction to the Birmingham bombings had been adverse for 

the IRA and they would also be influenced by this 

consideration. The alternative a~sessment was that, 

having regard to experience in Northern Ireland, the 

indications were that the IRA were not unduly influenced 

by the rate of attrition of personnel and that the 

Birmingham bombing had been a powerful fac~or in persuading 

the British Government to enter into the contacts with 

the IRA in relation to the ceasefire. On this interpretation, 

the fairly late initiation of bombing in Britain as a 

tactic could be attributed to the fact that the IRA 

campaign was subject to direction by persons concerned 

with political as well as military strategy. On this 

assessment, a full scale resumption of the bombing 

campaign would have considerable impact on British opinion. 
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9. The Unit considered other possible developments, in the 

event of a failure of the Convention, in addition to 

direct rule. It was considered that full integration 

of Northern Ireland into the United Kingdom was a most 

unlikely development., for a number of reasons but 

primarily because it would be unacceptable to the British 

Labour Government. Opinion in this country could react 

in a very adverse way to any attempt to move towards 

such a solution and t{;lt the Government could not support 

any solution on these lines. IRA violence would also 

be a factor. ffi general re-organisation of government in the 

U.K. under the Kilbrandon proposals would provide a 

different base for consideratioo7. 

10. It was considered that, in theevent that the British 

fulfilled their responsibilities and remained in control, 

Protestant rule was not a likely outcome in view of 

repeated governmental and Prime ministerial assurances. 

It was felt, however, that it should not be completely 

overlooked and reference was made to an inspired editorial 

in the Times of London earlier in the week. If the 
a 

Government here were to accept,) development of this sort, 

it would need to be accompanied by watertight guara·ntees 

(which seemed impossible) and continued financial support 

from the U.K. (which seemed unlikely). Security would 

obyiously be a major concern. 

11. The tentative conclusions emerging from further discussion 

were that, among the various possible developments~ two 

seemed most likely:-

(1) the British stayed in the North and continued 
direct rule. perhaps with the introduction of 

some democratic forum for local politicians; 
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of civil war in the North and especially to questions on 

this subject raised by interviewers and other commen4ia;tors 

on RTE television and radio. It was agreed that it was 

most desirable to ensure that such references should stop. On 

{f) of paragraph 3 above. it was noted that certain 

British official quarters seemed to be endeavouring to 

shift some of the blame for security failures by the 

British authorities on to the authorities in this country. 

It was noted that the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

in the normal course, do all they can to counter such 

activities and make representations to the British 

authorities~ , clbenever this seems necessary. 

14. The Chairman indicated that the conclusions reached and 
~ 

~ the principt9 points made at the meeting would be useful 

to the Gover nment in their forthcoming meeting to consider 

Northern I rel a nd matt ers. The meeting then concluded. 
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