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15th Jlugust, 197!;. 

Dr.. C..,-"lr.cet FitzGerald, T.D., 
Minister fof 'F.'o::"cisn Af;airs, 
Mill O::rvt~ 1 

C\..1Sh<·~?l \, 
Sc.P.ftll, 
Co. Cork. 

I enclose he.J:eW!th a ~t of a Ireet.ing in Strasbourg on the 
12t..'l Atljt&. 

Y~ \'r.lll see ·:.."lt!t t h.e repre2~t:·: ... -: v?.s c€ th~ O::m:rJsD.ic.-r•1 h.:i\r"B 
ind.:lo-:1tFx1 that t.'1e CCmnissioa is likely to find t.'h,at the t,nited I~.tgdan 
<.~...rnm::>nt '"".s in breach of Ar~"'cle 3 of "c.~ Cc::r~<D. r·t \>r.'J~l !.lOt, 
hc~~r, f ind b....~acbes .L"l rela·::icn to ~.he otl:-...cr lctic lez. v.hiLst the 
~ in•-'~.; -.~ ·1-0Q •·h::.t a 'r\\-e" ·! -r.· . .lyl., .... , ··~r• • •.• , ... '-v.>-< ,~r- ' Y -...Y'f')-C',-,, :; .; ) . ' ' . 1 <'> 0:0 'O" .V, <') .r.v,t""......,_ '- ~l..:Cl".JC;'- _ .. ~ . r: ·- '!J--·· ' "'..,...,.......t..._ ..,,..~-;., ~~~ J,..;'-J-'· • :;J t ..... ~.~ .•• \... ... ~..,;~.,.l .a.. \... \'VC-4i:) ... ~~ 

cle.."lr that 'i.:b:-.5€ preJJrn.incu.;,• vieh"S will, in f.::ct, oo tl;.:.se ir.cluc1ed in 
its final rc-'Port:. It is thc1tl<~t thet t l1e rc.~rt -v;.tll be availc.hl.e for 
the Sept.ariJer neeting of the o:mn:t.ssicn, If there is no settlara1t 
thEn tOO report is likely to ba for.~ to tltc G~t ta-m.t\ls the 
eni of the year. 

You will see that in paragraph U :reference is nk"lde to the 
. Pl:esident • s ranarks that n rie:3t..~lig jn tv..•o (Jl." throe vJeekc tirrc \ ·;cuM be 
desirable to explore the possibility of c?....- er:temly. settlerrent. A 
:response fran us is requh"ad. 

I ErlClose 1 for ycur infcn:rnation, a <XJf7:l of the let:ter.· of t."le 
12th~ 1973 arxl ~ies of the IrOSt. :z:eoent letter of tOO 8th of 
Au]ust 1975. 

'lbe fol.lowirx.r cx:!lSideratiaiS Bi~ tone to be the relov-cmt . . 

(a) A settlem:mt of the case ~d, '!:'l:reS\.1!\ably, involve 
either a wi.tlilrawal of tl'!e charges or a request that 
oo firrling be made en our claim. To j ustify sudl a 
settlerr.-3nt e<:n'3ide...."'"ab).e ca~sicns \'.UU.l.d oo ~"E:~ 
fran the U.K. ~ <nly w::>rthwhile ccna"'.ssian at the 
pmsent tbre (in tl!s r;.:.:rte:xt of me case) would be 
sare type of Bill of Rights (or the enacbn:mt of the 
ll\Ean Rights Cl.aus~s CCrrJ('Jltion in NortLern Irclmrl) 
ooopled with an Internaticrlal. Tribunal to hear 
a:r.plaints of bread~ of the U1ll C:: rd¢rt:s (or 
O:nventicn, as the case nay be) • ~ short of 
a settlaoont en theoo lil~ coo.1d tx-~ card:.atpl().ted. 

(b) A jtrl~t has to oo l't'.ade as to the llkelihcx:xl of the 
U.K. agrec:ing to sudl tc!l'CG. !n cy op:L-rlcr. such 
agreetett is extra:lllly unlikely. No l-rl.llingness has 
been sha<.n up to new to settle; oo \'lilli.."lgr.ess to 
allao~ an Internaticrlal. Tribunal to adjOOicate en 
hman right2 rna.ttcrs in tha Ncrt.lmrn Irc-....1~. cxn l:e'ct:. 
has been sha-m; t:l-e U.K. realise that f indings against 
then "t.Ul'tld , in any f NE'lli:, be r.ade in the irrllvidual 
p:!tition cases; if CX,)r).CCSSians are to be made by tbe 
U.K. they are 1ltli'e likely to be nade in the context of 
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Dr. C..a:u.et Fit~Gerald , T.D., 
M:Jnister fot f.'c!:"ci';;l1 Af7a1rs, 
Mill Cove, 
Ct1E!hl·~en, 
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You will see that m paragraph 12 reference is 1Tk"lde to tlle 
.President's renarks that n maeL'.l1g jn tv-'o ell: three yJeck!:; tire \;CUM re 
Clesirable to explore the possibility of <f::.- Cr1emly. sel:tlerent. A 
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Ca) A sett1erent of the case ~d, !,resurnably, tnvolve 
either a wi.tl~al of tile charges or a request that 
00 firrling be made en our cLUm. To .j ustify sum a 
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all.cM an International Tribunal to adjudicate en 
hman rlght3 rrattcrs m the Ncrt..~rn IroJ~. rxnte:'Ct 
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them WOlud, m any (!VEnt, be I:1a(1e in the inJi v:Ldual 
petition cases ; if cx:m.ccssirns are to be made by the 
U.K. they ar.e nore likely to be made in the rontext of 



2. 
of t he poJitics of Northern Ireland rather than to the 

I Jrlsh Govem :ment. 

(c} I f any :1mlC<'lt.ion of O\J.:r. i oeas of settlerrent is s-iven 
to the CCmm.s s ion th..~n the U.K. is L :1:ely to ~9za en 
t his t.o dcJ ;:;y n·:r.cc AciUnr;s. "f..rry indL :ation gil. 'en by 
t1S T'!CM to tm O:mnission could be interpretro as a 
sign of 't~lq'less en our rart. 

(d) The U.r:. ~l !'P.rfAct.J.~r ' ·?ell that t.hey can activate 
the fl±"_udJ.y settlarent procedures by putting forwaro 
pr.opJSais. lmy critJ .. c1.S!!l by them of our attit.-ude 
"'~ld be carpl e t-...ely 'lmrGci.Sat"1cilil e - it. i s their 
:L-:'S!Xff'..Sibility i f no nettle.:.1"E11t pJ::UFOSa.ls are 
cx:nsi.de:r.ed. 

For the r.easrns out~lned ab::Jve, therefore, I \'XJU.ld suggest 
tP..at '"'e I:"!€'1..1nta1.n our p~.ous att:f.tnoe and do not put fOL'"..-rcu:d any 
proposals for sett:larent but. C'[.i.ve CO"'Jsideration to acy pt:'Ol?OSals \hldl 
might ~ fort:hcaninq. Fo:r. "-lhat it :ts '\llOrth, I "X)uld anticip::ttc that 
no finn pl:qX)Sals ,.!:til be IMOO by the U.K . 

Cculd you t.e~ ne 'Mlen you have considered this matter? 
It is v:::ry urgent as ~..e have to r.xntact Strasbourg. 1-'h:!n you have 
a::nsidered it I "x::rulrl like to Jrifom the Ti!oiseach of our viE.ws mrl 
cbtain his q>inicn aa to the actial to be taken. 

Sinoorely yours, 

D:lc. 

2. 
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I Irish GOl1er.nment. 
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might ~ fort.hcaninq. Fo~ ~J}1at it is \..urth, 11:x>uld antidr-atc that 
no finn pra;osals ,-,Hl be !1\3re by the U.K. 

Ccnld you te~ ne men yo'.l have cx:ns.idered this matter? 
It 1:1 V2r'r urgent as \.;e have to contact Strasbourg. lo'll1en you have 
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Smcarely yours, 

Enc. 
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