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27 Septambor 1976 

m'EECH BY !·:iR D.')N CONC.Ah1WN IlP, 11INIST1::1R OF STA'l'E A~ THE 1:-0RTHE?N 
.fl\ETJAND OHFICE A'r ~HE LAUNC".diNG OF A JOI1~1' S'I'UDY !._,y TB~ CkTI/IDWl<iENTS 
C:F ~HE mUTED· KIHGlX>!-o1 .liliD If.ISH R.B.PUBLIG IN'l.'O CRCS~ ... BORDBR 
CGr1J.lUNICiLTIO~iS Il~ ~~HE LOI\":COl;DERRY AND DONEGAL AREAS, ON 27 SID?TE:•IBER 
1976 Ilf LOI DOKDERRY: 

J,ondonderl:"'J ia a ve~r old astablished city.. Not only do an it occupy 
n opeoial place in the nffaira of Northern Ireland but it is also a 
tJ1gnit1cant influence !o:.:· a large area o~ tht) Republic of Irelando 
And oo it ~-s mont appropriate, !wlr Mcyor, the.t you have invited todcy a 
lhnioter of ·i;ho Iriah Government and tho Chairman of the Donegal. 

County Council. I em1 ve:ty plotlaod e.nd gratefUl. to bo their f6ll.ou 
('.ilOSt ai; "iihic plv<w!ZCUJ.t f'tulotion. 

Londondor17 City'a aigniticnncv does not juat reside in its often 

otirring hiotory. I .. G 113 ita influence j_n physical, 600nomic and· 
cultural tc~mn, ao ~njor roeional contra uhich makes it a natural 
fo('UEJ o! aotivi ty for the ti"hole north-uoat area. in a pi te of the 
<:x:ietence of tho bordor. ~hi:J r.aajor sphere o! influence makes the 
c.t ty a -v er-:1 importc.nt 1'aotor in thG overall pbyaical developmen .. G plan 
for Nort!Jorn Irelr.nd und particv~arl.y in the of!ort to onoour~o 
industrial growth i n tho north-vest and ~ the area west of the Bann 
gonerally. 

It ls for this ros.eon that tho Govorntlont in Northern I reland has ovo:r 
t he yearo been at paina to dev~lop tha infras~ructuro of the area 
80 as to r~ndor it more attractive not only to thoso who already live 
nnd wo1k thc.ro but .. ,o pot~ntie.l i.nvof;tors. And one ot thcl most 
~1portunt factore in thie plru1u~d dovelo~~~nt ia communications - thia 
18 v~tal to induGt~J, to housing u volop~ent, to leiauro pursuits and 
to ao t:lany other e:.:~pocts of ruodc.n1 lifo. This i~ why a great d()al o! 

offort and r, lot of monoy h2..n bo~n c::rJi.!nd.sd in the :paat fev y ea.rs 
in, for lnstance, ir.aprovirtg thEI roads eyatam not only within the 
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;U' EECH BY I-iB. D.jN CO~TCA.l\"!mN HP., rHNISTRR OF STATE AT THE nORTffiillN 
J H t:LAND OFFICE AT THE LA.'UNCHIHa- OF A JOINT STUDY 3Y THE GI.")\'·ERNI~m .. 'TS 
(;? THE mITTED· KIlWOO!-1J: lili'D IRISH RKPUB£Ia INTO C'20SS-BORD:3R 
COMNVNICATIOHS IN THH LOND01rDBRltY AND )JONEG}..L AREAS ~ ON 27 SEl?TEz.lBER 
1916 IIi LOlfD:)l\DERRY: 

X,ondondorry is a "f/ei."Y old aatablieh~d oity.. Not only doao it occu.py 
0. epaoial place in the atfairl3 ot NorthGX1l Ireland but i-t; is a1.so a 
u1gn1t1cant influence !o~ a large area of th& Republio of Ireland. 
And 00 it :l.a moat appropriat~, I'lr Ma.yOTp th.at you have invited today a 

Hinioter of the Iriah Governmcmt and the Chail'li'..&.n of the Donegal 
County Counoil. I am VG~ plO~30d end gratefUl to be their fellow 
glJsat at thie plo c::mut !\motion. 

Londonderry City's 9ignificanca does not just reside in ita often 
lJtirriIl8 history. It 16 ita influence In phyalctll, eoonomic and· 
cultur~l tGxms, ~~ a major rogional contra which makes it a natural 
focus ot aotivity for the whole north-wost area in spite of the 
oxiatence ot the border. This major sphere ot influence makes the 
cl ty e. ary important faotor 111 ths overall physioal developIDent plan 

for Northorn Irel~~d cnd particv~arly j~ the effort to encourago 
industrial growth in tho north-west and in the area west of the Bann 
gonel"ally • 

It ia for thia reaeon that the Gove~~ont in Northern Ireland has ovor 
tho years boen at pn1na to dev~lop the 1nfraa~ructura of the area 
80 as to rend or it mora attractiv~ not only to those who already live 
and work th6re but to potential invGstors. And one ot the most 
~portant factor~ in thie plruUled davolopment in communications - this 
i~ Vital to indu6t~(, to houair~ devolopment , to leisure pursuita and 
to eo lr.~' oth.er l!.l.."lpecta of ulOd{Jrn lite. This is why a great d<lal ot 
offort and & lot of bonoy ~:) baen Ci~1iond.ed In the paat few yea.rs 
in, for instanoe. iL'1proV'il.t,g th& roads eyutOOl. not only within the 
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immodj a tv r.ondonder "Y a.reo. but botwesn Londonderry and Dalfr!st and 

Of W'lj ch you will have seen some \nrid.ance on your way 
other n.reua ~- ' · · 

T" .. ..,.,,0 ..-.nv ba f. eid tG s gran. tor or .lt.HJBor ext0nt of other 
hGr~ • rlQ fJVUU MA'-'·J " • 

n:Jp()~to of. com.-nunicz.--:.ticns - ·~hG por't of Londonderry~ railway links w.d 

.... 1 unice.tions - all of tho i;hlng/3 which w-l:J..l b<:: ex&nined by the 
<1 o ceo rum • 
atudy \ofO are here todr>3r to lau11ch. 

rrhat study 1dll take f'u .. lly into C?.CCOU:J.:t; th.S gaog;:aphical fact t;ha.t 

Londonder:.-y ia v· .... ry clot:JG indoed. to tho 'corder .and i·ts natural sphQrG 

of influ· nee c:>xtonda \lidt:ily -:;h.=.. ... ough Co Donogal.. I·~a terms of reforance 
recogn1o6 that it is ~ventsgeoua to considor jcintly its jJmplications 

tor both countri(js. After all industry and commero~, roads, telcrphone 

linee and so fortn. d c not step ehor'\i of the b or~cr - they cro.::w it and 

aoce meM..Jura of oo-operation iD ClQe.rly eaoE;nt:tnJ. to their plunnin.g and -· maint~nanot~. Such co-opa:t"aton 1-'ct\HH:t:tl gover.ar.1ontc and between local 

authorities on either aid0 of thn borO..ar io not:t:i.ng ncrT, but us our 

joint moruborship of tha co:cr.1lm5_ty bocomoe a r.aor"' alld more ptn·vasi ve 

part of our uc.y of life, it nakea ove:a nora sonso to ~onsider the 
ai tuation on e.-"lch sido of the border in conjun«Y~ion oo tbs.t botn may 
beuafi t from co-or:i::..;:,c. t~d plo.n.:ni.at;. And of courco such plarming can 

benefit f rora in:foro.ation p~~oduced by 3'CUd.iGa such as this on0 we are 
launchi~ today .. 

\Jha t we hope to find out from the study is whether or not the effort a 

uh:l ell have alr-eady beo~J. made und uhioh ~ro plc.nne;,d for the future in 

thia important fil!ld of CO:l:!!l~"'licati0l.1S e.ro aclaq_uat<... s.nd aro taking us. 

in the right diroction in the light of current t:r~ond.e and p!'ojected 

future n~eds. Needl·~IJS to say, th&ra io al•ra.ya room for arglllilent about 

priori t163, a8JJttC1ally vhon r cc~ourcos arG limited, ao I cannot say in 

a<ivnnce th:t.t the Br1 ... c:i.sh Gvverrli..lent can b:tnd 1 tself to accept the 

rocorlmonda-'Giona which emerge, and I shall be surpriB:ld if w.y coll6a5ue 

from .L'ublin ia in rmy diffo:rent position. But I C:o promise, tl".& t the 
findings of tha study vill be bu.il t into o·\U' think:i n.g on th.a area. 

This type of co-operation, for tho boDaf::i..·.:. of t1-:o :.l.ctighb01.lTint; countries, 

can be one major benefit of EEC membership - tho best possible 

utilisation of the resourcoa of t'm nroas, brousht about by careful 
plann1 nr.; and co-opora.tion. It. in thc:~:·CJfor·e not surprjsing, but 

nf:lverthelr.:efJ very much appr·lCia·~ud, t.hn t tilo s-tfo-:·ts of tr.:.o t\70 .. 
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I d d"'"r)~Y aret\ but between XJ~ndondorl"Y a.nd Dolfust and immodiate ,on on ~ . 
of "llj ch "'ou vill have SOEln soma 0 ict611Ce on your 'tmy other arena - " . . J 

T\. )"'110 "'0" ba bald ·~c /;l graato):' or l.essor extent of othQI' haret. Tl;) I <CA.. ....J -

o.np~cto of con;;nun1c~."ticl19 - 'lihc por"t of Londono. rry, raihrs-y links p,,'.;d 

~Gol()corr.munlcation6 - all of the 'i:hlng& which will be ex::.m ined by the 

study \of(~ are h1!ro todr..y to launoh. 

That study \1il1 take fully into c.ccou:a.t the geographical fact that 

Londonderry 1a v ry c106l0 indoed. to tho 'bordsr and i·ts natura.l sphoro 

Of influ' nca oxtonda vid!1ly tlli.4ough Co Donegal. I'.;a terms of I'0fOl'0nCe 
recogn1s6 that it is sdvcntageou8 to considJr jCi,ltly its implications 

fer both conntritl3. After all induotry and commerotl, res-ds, telephone 

lin~e and so fortn.do not step chort of th~ bo~~er - they crOD8 it and 
tjo,QO measura of oo-op&ration iD cloarly aasGlnt:ta.l to their planning and , 
lJlUint6n(Jnc~.. "'Such co-opl3:t"aton be:;t\feen govel"llnonte cnd between local 

uuthori ties on 61 thaT aide, of tho bordar ia nott.ing newt but o.s our 

joint moruborahip of the CO:Jl)"';'lmity beccmo ... a mora f.w."1d MOrEl pd:rv""cl.sive 

part of our ucry of life, it n;:U;:€lS even Dora Bons to consider the 
1 tuation on 63.ch side of the border in conjunc'~ion GO tlw.t both may 

beuafit from co-ord1!1ated plan.n1:Jt;o And of courso such planning can 

benefi t f rOLl il1fOrI:l./ltion p:.'oduced by 317.;I,o.iG8 such ~s this one wc are 

launching today. 

\1hat we hope to find out t rom the study i13 whether Or not the efforta 

uhich havlj al ... eady boolf made and 'Which uro plonnod for the future in 

this i.mportunt fi ld of communications 8.ro adequato and are taking us 

in the right direction in the light of current trends and prOjected 
future needs. Needl·JI3i3 to sa.y, th&ra iD alilaya room for argument about 

prioritiGs, e8p~cially uhon r~GOUrC08 ara limited, ao I cannot say in 

advance thH.t the Br1 tish Govel'Ll.!l.Snt cnn bind i tealf to accept the 

reconmondationa which emergo, and I snaIl be Bur ~1sed if wy colI6u5ue 
from Dublin is in (~~ ditfurent position. But I do promis0 tr~tihe 
findings of the study vill be built into our thinking on the area. 

This type of co-operation, for thu bG.aefH. of tuo :l<.l1ghbouring countries, 

can be one major benofit et EEC mamb~rBh1p - the best possible 

utilisation of the resourcos 0 f t\.-o aroaa, brought about by caretul 
p1anninc and co-oparation. It ill therofore not sUI'prising, but 

Devel'th6J.ees ve!"'J much appr.)c18:~(jd, tht! t the GIro"!' s of tt:o t .. l0 
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c.ciilli:r.istrations to ha-.re the study eet up havG been gr oatJ.y helped by 

the keen i:.::ttoreot of the EEC a.uthori tiea in Brussels. I am ch;)lighted 

to see t!1:..s evj.denoe of their continuing concern for our econonlic and 

sociHl affairs and 1 t sayo much for that jnt~rost t:h.a:t we llc.v-.:1 with u c 
today Doctor Ruggiero ( payj ng his rJccond visit to £1orthern Ireland ., . 
within aix months), Herr V!aldohen end Mr Richard Wella. They arc very 
w~lcomo to Northern Irol~~d, nnd I ahould lik~ to thank them for their 

continued intoreet and fo~ tho support vhich haa made possible this 

joint venture. 

r ~ also pleaoed to eoa amongst us representatives of the conotlitantc, 
~ho have the heavy but I hopo fruitful task of acutally carrying out 
the atudy. I ·~~oh them all aucoess and promise thom the fullGst co­

operation on behalf of tha Government in Northam Ireland, short of 
prowising to a.groe im.a~diately and without oxception t o everything 
th0y recommend. 
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Ildilllnintrat10na to have the study set up MVe. bean gr oatJy helped by 

tbe keen i~torest of the EEC authorities in Brussels. I am delighted 
to soo tlli.s av:tdance of thoir continuing concern for our economic and. 
aocial affairs and it sayo much :for t hat jnt~rest that we :w:.~ 'rIi th u t;: 

today Doctor Rugg1ero ( puyjng his fJccond viai t to :aorthern Ireland I, 
within six month.s), Horr V!aldohen and Mr Riohard Wells. They are vory 

welcome to Northern Irel~~d, and I should like to thank them for their 
continued int~re8t and for tho support vhich han made possible this 

joint venture. 

I ~ also pleased to 800 amongst uS representatives of the conaultants, 
who have the heavy but I hOp3 fruitful task of acutally carrying out 
the study. I '~~sh them all sucoess and promise thom the tullsst co­
operation on behalf of the Government in Northern Ireland, short of 
promising to agree icm~diately and without oxception t o everything 
thoy recommend. 
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