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Follo~-up Overflirhts 

J.. Develop1n0.nts on this question, up tc the point of int~; r-

!Uniste.rial di.scussions 5n its regar<l on 26 Hay 1976, a1·e snmmari.:;ed 
in the attucht-'d utemo1•anclwn. ~moe additional info.r-nation on 
inciden~s of 18 April and 25 April mentioned in the Brlti~h speru~ing 
note of 4 Ha.r, is included. 
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Air navigation (Fo.reigu l':ili_tary Ai.rc1·aft) O.rde.r .1.9~2 

Otl1e.r types of security cvo.rfligl1ts f:)L' which 
}Jel·mission has been granted s;:.:1ce 1973 except 
2 km overflights on whi~h a separate note is attached . 
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• ~lc\ ··up OVt::.rfJ. i.gl1ts 

1. Developments on this question, up to the point of intct'­

Hinisterio.l dlscu~ ions 5.n its eegnrd on 26 Hay 1976, are :mmlUarL.?cd 
in the attN:llerj UlefllOJ'allClull1. SOlOe additional information on 

inciden~s of 18 April and 25 April mentioned in the Brit:~h speru.ing 

note of 4 11a.',is included. 
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II: -
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IV~ -

British note of 4 May 

Legal Division opinion 

Air navigation (Fo.reign Hllltary Aircraft) Ol'der 1952 

Other types of security ovcrflights for which 
J,Jel'misslon has been granted since 1973 except 
2 ~n overflights on which a soparate note is attached. 
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1"1nistcr 

.. I havo Mention l tho D.ritish .t•equont fc · permiscion for hot 

pu.;.·sui t 0Vo.rf.ll_;:lts and yo:.t hnve tndlc .t(.; 1 t 1ut ·thio ls :.;or.:ethlng you 

!'Jltrht ;11 ~h \;o ha•Jo di!:cussetl n t tho Cabin ... t; ~ecu.i:J. ty $ub-Co:.nmi t t;oo thin 

v:ce~: . 

2. ~·tw Mntto~· \Tan firt~t .~.aiscd at official level lll Mr·. Hickman of 
tin British &1b=~.ssy ;:hen he Has in to sco ::10 on anothul' ma.ttc' on 

30 Ha1·ch t11is yeat·. He raised it ln the context or uir:tproveM •. nt!! 

which could l oad to ereuter' operational flox.tbilityn :1n ovorf1J.ghtn and 
soi'i that ::t t a mectlnc het1-:een tho ~Unlste.r r .r ."rue tic an th : n · .( , 
Boc.rcta.r;r of Stut. 1 on 8 Jar unr:r 1976, tliO lmprove·!lenl.s (viz. blt'.nkot 
~~1 O.:l c·cnco f or n. ::ogu.lar series of nhotof'l''1ph1 • ~ur~ eillanco flir;hts o.nc.l .. • l) 

hoi: put• sui t ovorfllchts) ha•1 been nm<::mtioned in u .gE:Iner~.cu 11nyn . Out' 

recottl Or the dif;CtH3S1~n 0!1 !;his toplo on H ~T o.nua.ry !~; US follo TS 1 

spol-=o of tho problem of c .ver; bottiJ5 and the proi.l~ ern 

... rno,tomont ae ·oos tha bo.rdo.r ln both directions by ~;error is·,.:;. 
Till~ -w:.\::: nhr~c alluded to by !io.rthern politician~ nn.d c.rce.tcd 
continuing Pl'obloms. 

thoy could be t1von on these pJ.1oble'ln the b~tter Pond :e vould 
ce.t trtinly ba rGspondint:. !ull.y to any 1nfo.r·u'1ation recelvi:lcl 
Hr ~ nccs. rt.U,so•l tho q'tlostion of norial photography in borde!• 

areas. It 1a~ .:l~l' ... cd ~·ftar :;o!no d'.:;cu[isicn t.hat there ·aro no 

.rea p1obla.1s on this. It could b flincu. ~ad rurthc.t· as 
necezsn.ry in joint opor tion diacu ... slon~. It ;ras al~o ag.roo 
th'lt the p.r .r•ent r!ethod of ho . .nrllin ~ air ~tU··.rcill~J'lC pcrr.:!~sion 

uu:.; genc1•al1y ::::1tir.facto.ry ani any [ipeciflc cll.fficultie~ aritLUlg 

fro 1 e.g. post! c nament of flights due to lJ d 10 .thor could be 
o _:-dly .resolve • 

~ t til. nd of i.e 8 J nun.ry e-..ti~5, tho follo"Yl!'._c uan ona or foUl" 
~J""lnc" a:;.t• d. 

Th· t t~lQ Joint C .. ~o t" 1 4 ti.ng Co 'ai too of i.l:F• 0:1rJa .'U1c.l the RUC 

JOl') i con:1irlur ·U"l..l 1 o;.ort en tho pln•lninn· 1r.d exocution of join·, 

op t• 1.c~ons by all t:t 1 ~:"Jcuri ty rcr cs r ' tlL r.J"ld &out..h or the 
Ho.r· 'l' to in' ib.L t an~ ,., t 1')C"n r · .... 1r ioJ. 1 or viol nc ~ 

!. L.ll'lC ! OiJS,_l'Vatlon : •. i . t ... of: \.tli .r H1 

ll~t .ry 1r ~ .t. 

• 

, 

ni~l,;cr 

1.. I hilV.;) t:'!cntion ( the D.1".ltish ",'equont fo ' p ri!lisoion 1'0.1" hot 
!lu:cuit cvo.ri'~ ':':1 oS un you have .tn:11c .t ... ~ t 1..l" ·thlo 1!; :::;or.:etlllng you 

~lCht ~l:h ~o halo di~cus~o~ at the Cabin t Gocu~lt7 aUb-CDm~ltl,;o thlu 

2. J:ho r, tt;(lj,' laG flrc,t alscd HI; ofJ.icl 1 level 1J;,r Mr. lUckn ut of 

tIn Br1t15h :bnr;s:r ':~1cn he "as in to soc I c on anothst' rn~4ttOl' 0,'1 

30 :-l.arch t!1is yC'l' , II .1" lzed it .Ln tho contoxt of lIil,pro'/eM1nt~ 
which could le::..d to Gr~<.!.:;cr operutio '\a1 flo:r.:lbllitj':I in Qvorf11ehtu and. 

!3:lH thut at a rnoctln~ bet"t,:c3n th Hlnister fer ,TuGt..l~ un ~ill IT. X 
Socrctar;r of Stilt:) on 13 J annul';! 1976) t110 lnpl'oveltonl.s (v 1:3. bl~nlcot 

e1eu.r·unco for tl L'ogr 1 nl'. sorlcs of P:lO toe!' .phi· ~lll''Julll' nea fliGhts p,nd 
!lo i; !,ll!'sa.i. t ave r.rllCht '1) hu'l been : montlon ... d in u goner U le;,.'. Ou 1:' 

t'OC 'd 0 .. tho 0. :;CU. sl~n 011 this tOIl C on £3 Junl.l .::1 if, as roll0 Jr.l 

!L.l". nee:; spo!m 0_ the proble 0 c veri; iJottiJs AA'::' tli8 pro' 1 

• movement ne ons tho boL" .or in both 11' ctlons by 1;o.rroJ·is·;~. 

Thln 'W~-\c Ul'l.::a.yC luded to by r:orth 1'n poU.t.icio..'1~ nn~ c. 
con' In line prohlems. l11f'Ol'tl~ tion 

th 'J Q uld b ~.!.von on tiles problo<'l!:l th) b~t tcr ,':1 le uoulcl 
cOl'tainly CO ronpondin" tully to any ini'oJ: 'ltlon rocolv Cl 

I)r . r~. ru.!,sc·l the) q't.:.o~tlon of. norial photor,r:lp y in bo dex' 

j,['ca..... It us croc u.!' ;01' :;0::\0 •• scuO •• iC!l that thoro :oro no 

e p ob! . S 0 thin. It coul'l h further' a .... 
neco~r.llrr in ,joint opor tloll. diocu ... sion!:. le ·a., nlno ngL'e 
th'lt ,he pr ... nt r"1ethcc1 01' hnndlin ~ nir _ur! ill"'1lc Jcrl"ln:::iol~ 
HUG ccncr"\ll~' r.;' t r.f ctory:>.o uny 3pecl le tl.i.f.:icultle.) ar.:'J ng 
frl) '1 (hr.. po·;tj onol!1ont 0 flight·' du to b 1 WC .thcJ.~ coul bo 

~f lly ezol"l • 

't tin ., ef the e J uary e",t~, the follol'r..:; W !'l on ot f., 
') ne:; 

~ . t t l~ J lIlt 

• 10 1 i. <.:0. <1idL!l" "'1 l' f­

op rlcions by 1 t 

Do r to in' ibl 
i i .. a 1 llC 

. ~l .t .1" J r r • 

t1ng Co 1 .to of .n Oar .1.n.a tha R C 

L't n 
!; "ul'lt 

pl llni '" ne:, XGCut.ior. of jo n; 
ror s r~1 th c; d . Cou ... h or t.h 

t r viol r. 
.1. OOG 'v t;l n ~.1 . ts or ''IT' .r eJ 
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( . 
e \;a have, :;s y:Jt:.. ;i:now, be on "'mn.ble to obtain cop inc of the J o!nt 

Go-;Jnltteo ropo!'t~ bu~ unde.·stand tbat tho Joint Co n.;.lttoo clld not 

com;i<.le.r· ~ho que~>tion of fll ;~d,;s ln any dot...1ll . 

i-~r. Hie ~r:an Hhen 11~ rP1sad the hot pu~~~t~lt fll~)lt$ \-:itt:. mu o:'\ 30 :!.::.n~h 

'-ia3 · ( 1) tv ln<llc, to that it d1d not app0.3.1' to ha"lo been rai13ed o.t 
inter-nlr-.J.ste.t'lnl lovel; (11) to express uoubts about t!H~ valua or 
hot P 1H'3~i ~ overfl!e;h ~-~, ,, .• 3 1 if tho p-oli t.!c:ll a:."ld .lo,3eJ. problems 

coulcl be ovorcooe and (li f) to ask 1'o1· an lndJ.cn.tion oi" tho t;,:po of 
incidents which ~:ould give .t•ise to hot pu.r:;u.i t f.llght~. 

3. On 1t· Hay, t·~r .. Hl~kma.n cnr.~c in tc d.lscu.ns ove~fli&ht::; gr.~ne.rally 
and loft a spoaltln~ noce, u copy o£ •.-thich is attached. ( ~\ppend.ix J.) 

tile !:h•l ·ish nu~~cst that d'l~;niln oi' an ar1·anccmenc rulr;~1t bJ <liztn·.s£ud 

betraen tho Garda1 and tho 'EUC in the Joinc Co-o!·dinatln~ Go.-~mlitt!.e.-
.'. copy of the speaking note t-1e.s refe.rl'Od t:o tho Dc.rart::!ent~ of Ju~)tlco 
a...ttd Dofenco and hoth havo !.nforma.lly lndlc .. tod tht:!ll" tocn.l opposl~lon 
to tho 1d ... c. of hot pnr~Ju1 t fliehts. In t;ot.h c~.sc::>, the paper$ h.,,,,~ 
been rofo.r.l.'ed to the Mlni~tj:J.rs vrl o ..,1111 r.o dou.; t 1:1uhe t,n ·!.1• .... ,tti ttl ~an 
l;:.no;rn o.t .b~ Cabinet Se.C11.rlty Sub-.Co mit.tec. 

1
1 • ~rho Lcgcl Dltricion h:.ve h~en arked for thnir v.lCi·J~; e.nd t.heno aro 

contnlncct in nppcntli "( 2. T n dir:cura;lon u.tth tho Loga.l. Adviser, be 
sum .. rna.L~l!;ou tha vit:.-ts by say lnc t hut there vmG no fundae1er:.taJ.. lege.! 

objection to your eivine 1 o~ 1!1::;1on for folltY'-U.P overl_ir,ht~ bui; thac 
t11e formulat.~on ot the po~~i;.,.~lnn uould prcoent coilslrlorablo d i'ficu.tti 
o.nd m1t;ht havo to Lo done in a vay ,.:;1.tch wotl..lr. mu:\:c.~ lt o.dni l15trntl.vc.:.;r 
nl.most lr.1possitJ.J fo.r tho tJ.rit.~.th ove.rflic;htt: to a.chlo\"o th dostred 
pu.~poso .. 

.r.:.·ccts. 

note lints incidents n uhich follo\lt-up 
by hol5 coptcs s <~otlla h·1v. , . slstc · tho Oarcb.!. in l:laking 

Th f.·•l.l .... ·ine coE cnts on thcs 1c.ziJ..3ntc o.ro I'alevant: 

14 Dei"'_ ~be::- 1975: 'jh. s inci( o.nt did .not f'ca.tur in tho rolovant ha ... :ly .............. ~---<= . 
~ cu.rJ.ty rol1u.l't ·.: l" .eoJvo f"v,: the ~.~l~iti!::sl o_· "t~).rrnrlGt lh~ i d . ·~ 
orig1nntln: in th0 HJpubtlc" tLo •en on.J '10Uld ina.g1nl:) tt He.n a x:r.!. o 

"' 
11·-''"~PJ ·H· thu t. ! . ,.r inc1 , . at tno J r~~ ort~ n.t·o <los· ,n ... d r.c co s.· .. 
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• \'0 i..lVC, :.S 10U. : .. lOH} bean I.'.n:}.blo to obtain co' 10e or t;lle Joint 

(;o:unll.;t(~ roport::; but undot'!!tand. that tho Jo_nt Co.:.,;.lttoo clid not 
com:iuol' tho que~ i;ion 0 ... ru ;:ltc 1n any dt.)t; ' H • 

• :L'. iUC."1:~l!l ·/,161'1 I l~ I'i'isad the bot: ! n~~ult fli::ht3 1,!.i.t11 • U 1):1 30 .~1.re 1 

'ItlS·(j.) to iodic.ltc. thQ~ H did nOG appeol' to l1n:lo boan roi30d at 

inter-nlnl .. torial 1 vCl; (11) to OXPL'OS~ J.oubtz nbout the valu o!' 
ha p'Jr:lt::.it ovel·fl_Jht:.., I.WO 1f tllO p-ollticnl a..'1d l,-,.::al problems 

could bo OV(J.CO':le Cl.'l (111) to asl: fo!' un lad c~tion of tho t"~'po of 

incident..:; which .'olll Give rise to not pu.r!>uiC fl1g11tS. 

3. On It· Hay, ':1'. 1.~1~lln ca.:>" in to U1S~U!l3 ovori"11cht5 genorally 
a rl loft a spouldnf'; noes, u copy of Hhich is attacned. < \pp!)ndlx 1) 
1''' .... ,:~,~rupt::; 7-~ L·Oi'O.!:' to tl"e hot f,:u'rsult f11L;t1Cr.. You ~/lll !lo:~,l ;;n ~ 

tile U.t'lt;lr.n DUeGCflt that dG~~ 11s of a l.l.!'l'MGcmo::c mit;at bo dis-et' st<lu 

bci; ·100n the Co.r"iut ano. t.;n HuC in th Joint Co-ol'dln_tln~ CC::ImltLo. 

I~ c0tlY of ths speaking 'note ~ms rcfct'ro to t~ Dopa.rt::1.e~f;~ er Jl!;)tico 
cllld 001'0 C an ilOth havo in! .rm~lly in le .to(! th<:!ir to' al opposHlon 
to tho ltL:l of hot pUt'3ul~ fl . .ights. In l'Joth C:;'::;05, the !Jap ,r~ h"'!~ 
b en !'v.t'<l.\'l'eJ to th Mlni~t(J!,::; \-lilo:) '111L Cv dGu.;t LM';l~e t n~ 1.1' ~ttltu .0':> 

l:no;rn <l ~ l.(le Cah.lnot .30Cl.l..rlty ~ub-Co1JllIl1tte • 

': .Tho Logw. Divlt: 1 on 11: ve b ~en n r 0 for th· tr le']:; a.nd t.hcr.o 3,1'<) 

eont3,lnct~ in nptlcn '1: 2, T n di.!.cucnlon utth t;h' LOGal. 'l.d'l!1'; ::r, he 

sUll:r!luJ.'lce th lli{; 1:1 Y f;aylnu that i:;here "IaG no fundooe ~t . loetll 
bJ et ion \'v yo U' G vin o!"lln:::~on for follo.J- P ovo1' liGht..; bU;j t~hQi; 

"rl formulnt1.cn f l. ,:lle por 1~ .. 1' n \fOul p.t'l.:!:: nt COIlS! arable . i .u.tt 
nd might 119.',TO to L ' do L3 in a la!!, 'li11ch \.'oulCl. m~.lk(~ it '" rll u.!;t.rntlv~l.!' 

almoB' i.r:lpo..;<;i~'.o for tho B.t'1t.i.~~h ovcrfliGilto to Ilch1.o '. l do~ L . 
{Hlt"pO .. o. 

AnalYsis 
;1. inz not lint3 incidonts .n :'r!lich fo110 I-U 

Ul llolieof1tol", er-ml h' It (lard n t::l '1' 
':"1 ~ l! .. t -\ J,d •• nr c 011 .... 011 h ... lncl ... r-t:; c.ro r levrult= 

, 97'5: Tb " ...... .., ,incl ant did not atu.rc in thes [' 1 vant . .:/--' :1y 

I'cpvrt . J C "j vu ." , toe LI'1t bll " > " (; . 1'.I'O.r.' 1!J .!.u,:: tc ' n' . .. 
or Gln... in'" i~ t'" n .puu) .to I tLo l.{;h ... on;; ,JOt Id lf1~'~1n,) it '~C!J 'l prl 0 

11-'11'J. .J t' t v ! 11 cl 1" ... ort l1.1' de:..l ,n . tc .L . " l.- Q .J re co ':'~ 
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'.1ho \!O rc in tho goner~.l locall t:r !1e:1rd, at 12.15 (13 :ninntot> 

alleeed shootin,) nn explo~ion in the Crossmaglcn area nd , 

\o!l'.U.e rnovint; to :ards the bo.rde.r to invc~t.Lgato on thcit' side, mot n 

v: n Lhoy recognised ns having boca stolen zi10rtly before ln 

Castl:.>hlo.yney. Thl3 L .. the vehtclc cha3n referred to J.n the ~rltlsll 

reporT:. . At no stnec ',:ere the Ga.t~da:! m~do a·-1nro of tho shooting at 

the hollcopte.r. S{~le•.!tior. 0.1. th.ts incident a.s one in which . "ol1.ou-up 
fJ..t·~ht!; \·!ou.lJ have bcer1 useful ic eurprlsing ln v.le11 o.r (a) the fnct 

th~t by tho tlr.!c a (prosriD.abl:r r:ccond ) helicopter h•:td spotted n SU:jpeet 

vehicl e it uas cor:1ing hack into i~ortho rn I1·eland uhoro tho BJ.•i t ish -
\'rc.rc at pet•fact li'hot·ty to purriUD it as far 3.S nGcGssar:r; (li) the 
f.:.c t that up to noH the Gu.rd~:! have upparcntly been u...l'laua t'e of any 

shooting ineidc.at. .t\t '1hnt point during u l!foJ.loH-up" fllghc ., on 

that ci.ay ilould the B.r.!. t l:::h have proposed to .:!.nforo tho Garda!· ci' tho 

alle~od. shoo tln~ incident? (c) the fact i;hc.,.t the 0 l rJa re.:H.: tlcn seem• , 

to thn lay observer, to· hn.ve been cor.1pletoJ.y adequatE\ - they informed 

tho RTJC they uo.rc chasing n. vehic;lo and, '-'hon the pu.rsued men 

apparently took .rofugc in a shed ac.t·o ... s t. o bo r-dcr ln :To .. tt:e.rn I 1•ela.nd) 

the Gc.rda.i ra!'la~.ncd ln tho cU'0-3. until the 1J1•itJ.sh trltltd.rcu. The onl.1 
conclusion thnt can bo d~1wn from the 1nc!dont 1~ tnut there i~ 
corwidor·able room for lmprovement in the If. I. system of .reporting 
lnc:l.dnnts uo ;;h ;l~ se;on a:; t.ht=.t happen un sulJsequcntly . 

. ;25th April. 1976: I t is surprising that the British note makes no 

mention of the fact that the RUC , Uev11~y , cont...1c ted ~he Garda.l a t 

Dundalk about the £"hooting ten minutes aft:e.r it commoncf~d . They 

subser1ucntly notified the Garda! of an explosion in tho Scunc area . 

Garda/ A.rmy checkpoints were sot up in the H26 area and maintain~d f o r 

over an hour but a t no stnge ,.1cr·e the Garda.:( alerted about gunrn1n 

escaping at the neJghbou.ring ~rossine H2?. It is hard to say ~hetho~ 
o1.' not a pursuine helicopter \vould. have been more usef .1.1 than the no t·:nnJ. 

police channe.Ls ·!l.n these channels .,c.!'e noi~ even used as fully- as they 
ntlght have beea. 

7th Je.nuar:.r 1976: RtJC~ rnpo!'ted f1_ 1·ing to Gc: . .rda.l. fivo minutes &fte.r i.t 
beg~w and Ganl ~.r i'nmedi 1. tely co r.donod off the l'elevant area. 1'he 
im.rn2dia te sear~ h !'e,P:ll t:~d. no :h Lng hut a follmT-up seal'Ch next rno.rn1ng 
l't:Tuc 1o<i fiv·e 1 ound:3 ann ;~pent :::;hc.L.1.~ .in the vlcJ.nLty. ~hLs 
infor·uHtion was, of conr·H:~, r:!on~,cycd to t.he British. The t'resen:.!e of 
a hclicop ter ln f'ollmr··,.l.t> pu.r~~ui t ln tho d, r'~ l;Toul i hn.rJ.ly hr;!.VC b';on 
of much a3 •5 i stance given tn·1. t the 1·e ,.;ere Gar.ia.! on the groun .... and th~l t 
no ..one, nor~h 01· south, spot ted ;,nyone who might have been chased~ 

-3 

• Gardal Hho fO ~ in the ';onol'.3.1 10 ::.l.ltJ !H~:l!'(.., at 1~.15 (13 roin tOG 

b f.'),L'c alleged shootin:) an o. 'J1osion In triO 0rOSS1!lUJlon area Clnd , 

lt111e 1!1oYint; to'!1J.rds the corder to invc.tig to on thcll' side, mot a 

van tboy roco~niscd D.:} h:l.ving bc·m stol .. n shortl:r bcfol'e In 

Casth·blayney. Thl::; iJ the vehlc c ch::t3. refer.rod to in the Drltls[l 

repol't . At: no stag ':ero the Garda! rn~do a~o/arQ 0' tho shooting at 
the hollco!)t9!'. ",ele·:;t1o". of t 1s in id .nt a.s on'3 in which .'ol.ou-up 

fll'~htf; \'IoulJ [v),V llc n useful 1<> zurprlslng in vJ.c 1 o.r (a) the fact 

th~t by the tIne a (pro~~abl7 second) h_l captor h~d spatt d D. sus,oet 

vonicle it \las c011nJ ~ into iorthern Ireland 'Itlor the Jl'itJ.sll 

rere at per-feet lUJul'Ly to pUl':mE: it as far :lS nccos...,t:1r;fi (1.;) the 

f:lct that up to no'] tho Gurd~i lava IlPP:U' Jntly been un.a1'Hlt'~ of any 
shooting incidc:1t. il.t '\lhat pOint clurlIlG Cl. I:follot.,r-llP" fllCh " on 
that cla:r ,!ould the Drltl::;h have .. r~t)o"'.cl to ':'r......:'orw tlO Ga1"d' 1 c ... tho 

'l11e~er shootln~ incident? (c) the f;.l.ct i;hnt the G trla re et lon SElor: ~J , 
to tllo lay observor, to 11:1\'0 bCt corlp1oto1y udoqu.at _ they In '01"80<1 
tho RUC they ilorc ch, !:lin..., a v hlcle un , ~,.hen the pursLle , man 

apparently taoIt rofuge in a she LlCl'OSS the bordur in :ro ... ' hern I.rel~nd 
thf.l G.:.\rrn! ro:-:a 1.ned in tho ai'en ~mt!.l the jl'1tlGh "Eh re". 'rhe 0 l:r 

conelusion th ~t can bo dr:\'VTO. fr()!n the li1<:ltlont 11 tnc.t thero 1~ 
conddorable 1'00.,1 for 10Pl'OVOluent in the If. I. syst m of repol'ting 
incldonts iJo~' a:.. ~ on as t.h&,y' bapven on~ SUus 'qu~lltly. 

25th ~pril 1976: It is surprising that the British note makes no 

mention of the fact that the RUC, tIe"fry, contacted the Garda! at 
Dundalk about the ~honti'1.g ten minutes after it conunvr.ce.). They 

subsequently notified the Garda! of an explosion in tho semo area . 

Garda/Army chcc~points were set up in the il26 area and ma~ntainod fo 
over an hour but; at no stage ' .. rera the Gardai alerted about guntJen 

escaping at tbe nt:lehhour-ing cros3ing H~7. It is h' rd to say '.Jhcther 

oJ.' not a pursuing helicopter ' ... ouid hav~ been more useful than tilt! no ·11ll'.J. 

poli~e channe.Ls hen these channels '{O.!'c nOG eveJ1 U1.;p.d as fu I ly as tbey 
might h3.ve bee.l. 

RUC repOl"te fL'ing to Garda.r five minutes ;.,;,f'ter it 
G'lr:J~ :Cimmedi'!telY corrlOl •. Jd off the 'elcvrtnt area. The 

im.."1ediate se !'~h l'e'7"131 .. ,ti nothlrH' hut a follo-.r-up sea.!.'ch next mor.nlng 
rc:vu lE:d five loun .s nll. ~p,:)n.\; :::;hcl.1.~ ln the ".l.'~lnlty. 'rh.s 
; f' • • 1 . t· I Th " ~n ... o!.·l1i"'~lOn Wrl", f con so, conve:lod to the tlrl. .1S 1. e nresen~e 0'( 
a helicopter In i'ollo.'·"JP pU.l'}~ui, iu tho J..l .. ,. l,lou.l i hiJ.r 11y .1lVI) benn 
of much a;;'~i'ltan.:!e glven th-lt there ~.JeL'e Gar.id on th. gl'oun_ ani tn'.~t 
no .one, nori.;h or sout;l, spotted any' nq who might have been I'!ha"(:d, 



0 
r 
• It is, houc·vor, pcr.:slblo tl1nt 1~ ( hclieoptcr vlth st.t'Dng sanrch J.ght..; 

hs. ~ boen quickly available to tho GaJ.•d ! , tho 1 .,ediato soa.rctl 
ope.r~tlon nlcht hn.vo baon f.rtlltful. On the other hand, nuc 1 n search 
l1eb.t \'muld ponn1bly havo illuminated the Guro.ai thcr.lsalves, nncl 

i!ldoed. ti1G Brl tlsh Arm.~~., mru .l.ng th :n ;u.lnc.rab.l.tl tu ~n1£J0.1' i'lJ.'O • 

.~~ .J~:r 1976~ Gn..r a! "TO.t'o G.lcrted by .,. Iri..;h Custom~; of'!'i<!J.al 

\o!lthin ninutcs o .. tt~ls shootine CO"'l1:10nc1ng and thrmr up .ro~d blocks 
o·re!1 La!'ore t~1e Tmc eot th.rou::;h to tl1em (30 m1nuto3 a!'tor tho ~h~ot1ng 

co!I'.muncod) ·- Cn.rs ln t~1e ar la "-'ero neaL·chod. \!11;h neg-.:t.ive t>o::.mltc, 

Duck s~lcoto.rs in tho v1~~1n1· y an othe.t• loc!llt~ nald Lho :;booting cnm · 
f.roi:l the .!'3r1tis!1 iiCP itneJ.f an~1 abou.t an ho•.tr lutor, Ga.rdu!. ~1i1o hac1. 

hcon soo.rchll"'...£: ~"J. hOU!:o in. tb.o arcu thcr. selvon •ro1·~ put in <1n.n-3cr by 

sub-m ~chine gl).nflro fro the VCP. Although • ~tlll r.eareh or tho aran 

on tho follo·.: ng clay di ruvoul tHo r1r1n~ po~ltions ru n ql.1 ntlty o. 
a .. pty snolls !n tho n public und so :1s five hundred yard~1 m;ay f'ro.::l the 
13ri tisn VCP, Gard·l! U..L'e cautious n;;out rmldn J a direct connoction 
llutt~acn this flnd und tho alleged ... hooting incident. He.ro neain it 
would :.cc tt1D.t Garda o.ctlon uas adequate to the occaslon "'niah ln an..,r 
evc!lt ll:lY ~:o.l.t hc;!.VC r:,cc1~ c. co.so of British ovr. ·-1·ouct.lon to the d11ck 
shootcL"c.. lf .:Jni.pei~o o.ro present a. rriatesun" l,hollcopt.e.t• non.rch 
lieht J ~ieht havo been of u:Je but ·r1tn th <irul[;e.r di::::eussod nbove. 
i'hia inc 1 -ant n.l.so revot 1.; the I!loro ir::po.rtnnt need fo.t" if'lp.rov 111G 
cor.-.:z.unlca.tions (a) bot'"3 n "ho UJ and. tno .t3ri tish \l1<lY, 1h roro 

app ..ront;ly u.r , mra o Uardu presence in the r..r... and. (b) bct"t~ccn too 
tuC and G ~dai in~ po.rting tne actual incident. 

g9 F~E...E"' .r;c 1~?-~ · This ua.; not :muntiono 1 1.n the '\lree!fly reports. It 

appenrn th:1t ":hllo t.h snipe ... :--' fir.tna 1)osi Lion in thln inci unt ua.s , 
nccor.d.t ·!: to tna Cr.\rd~.!, r fin tely ·rith.tn Horthern I~el. .. nd (uhict.:. 

1ould "ln.in \! 1 n 0 c1 I r y ,r:1.t.r 1 ,, lei "ll.S on tne ~cene uJ.trln 
15 J"t . t? J h n:l tho ..:11ip __ ) !:Q·l..rch on tf e ... i 11ouin3 

l ... !a tr·.~ r, ttt., • ·ou.~h fi ·lo...: bqc'M inl.io t'• .... 
:~ u'li e unud by th ' l .r 1.; prob ·ut;r a ~.:~ o~.,ul eac 
o ~u ·~1 hor~ for a olla -lP fli· t. but t th~ tl~~ or y r in 

,1h1ch th;, in"'ilent. occtu•r .c-1 • J11tocl.' 11 , 1ould tt .v bc~n c ... o.~ont1a.l~ u!th 
t~ ... d·: , ;:,.. tiisc;:~ o"' ab.Jvo. 

o 
• 'r i; is, hO'tfQvcr, pc!)s1 ~ i:i.nt if I.:. .J.lcoptcL' , .. lth !hL' )ne so;:rch li::;ht.: 

ho.d. beon Clu1cl Y . voilablo 1;0 the G:l.rQ.r., tho 1 . ediato sOQrch 

op3r Uon :"llgt.t ho.vo beon fruitful. On "h other hun1, :;UC 1 n ..,OlLl" i} 

11r;h "i'~uld po~sll)ly hove 111ul'Uinntcd the GUL'0.al. thcr:!~olv!)s, and 

1ndotod til0 131'1 ttSll :'....i.'r.lj 7 =n[J..lcln~ thom "ul nCl'nblo to ani.pal' r ira. 

enl" r 0,;01'0 t:.lcrtctt Ol < n Irish CustO~!l:1 ~{,!'!.clD~ 

th ls stiooi;ing C :1 r.1<:r.cl " D.n .. l th.i.'e-~I UI) ro::.d bloc1's 

O'!C!1 :"e!'.:)1'e the nDe eat throtl.,:ll to tllG \1 <30 l('.innto3 after th.J :;l:,vot.li.lg 

cont'llonc d) .. _ enr,';; in tile aL'u:l ...... 31'0 flOD.1'C:1Cil ,,}Hh no:~·~t .. 'lTe 1'Q':': 1..lt.h 

uck !j:lootor~ in tho vl'::inlt~' an' other loc.l.l::; l'.lald thu ~hoot1.l1g cal'a.e 

l'rO::'l tt'm Dritistl IfCP ib:;cl.f unu about (\1'1 h.)'.!r lator, Gat'le.! ",;'l.() had 

heon s;)"rchinr. n hout:o i!l tho areu thcm::lolllo ... -tOl':.! pu.t in d0'3.n ,er by 

cub-n chin g!l..Tl.l'l,re 1'1'0 1 :h"" VCP. Alth ngll , f'tJ..!.l !1oaroh of tho a1'3n 

on t!J i'OUO'f nr: day <11 i 1'(3'/0:11 t:l' firl1 u nonlf,ions :md n qU:'ln':1.tl of. 
e pty f.nolls .1.,1 tt 0 I' public u.nd so <> fiVQ hU.larod yar' > utmy f'ro.1 the 
B1'iti:m VCP} Qu .. da.! tU' c~utlous ~;)out rl '~'. , Cl dlrcct COfL'10CtiO!l 

bt.twae this fin an tho alleged "naot1ne incident. 101'0 'cain it 
·lvu.ld :->0:.. tilut Gal' a action \l.:l.i.:l ad quato to the o,;:casiorl yJ :lotl in anY' 
\3 lOut ! i:?JY ~;8U. hUVL! 0001'~ C. C:~\::;(J o£jrU~l::h ov~ ~·-.l,.·oac ... .ton 1;0 t, H.l dllctr 

Sil(lot~.n·G¥ ll.' :m.l.pt3,l's F t'O pt',,"sont a ",Ui.:cnun" '.holici)p~tJ.t· ::;otl.l'ch 

liGht) wi~:t t a.v beon of u!] bu"'; wit th "UJ.l,(;e!' dlecussod nbov • 

ih!::.: inctdunt tlao rove' 10 tho mo.!.:'. lmportan" noeCL for 1 npro'J'l 

cOr.'.!:Junications (.,) bot i cn vi c t:UC and tilO u.rit.ish A.L1~\Y, '1il 10!' 

pp' .t'ontly UIU ~a!'o of' G .r~a. presl.Jncc in tn .,r_ ar.c:I. (u) )~Jt.~ 'n the 

',G nd l';aJ:d.ai i A l' port:ing ne ue tual incident. 

~ob.t:2~.rl_-!.21.{' ~['h~ .. ' 10..: not In nt:lon. (1 fl the wee!dy !'GI)Orts. It; 

nppen!.'s t!lU!i -:'hilo l.h !In,, c"s' fl,rlnc po Hlon in thl:; inc.!. .. : nt WElS , 

neeor 1 r: to 
youl, "Lain 1, 
r .. d1 .010 -

e It (ld 

:> h ... 11;. hor 

t'! 

h; 

Y 

~ i.'d"!,r fiJ1'tel:r 'riJ;h,ill PUl'tlle.rn Ir 1 od (!lh'c: 

{} r / lY .'~t""l1 '~.i.ch w,,-:; on th"J :;cone u1 t in 
tl) th ti'1 pOt~) . !!'E!'ch on t.,~ • 11o\1in~ 

t. 1 :ll!."h I1 ;'J d3 bqC" .into ,,> 
th 
or a 

't,!:' L .. prt1b ~lJl' c .rei'! on ' 1 ~ co.~ I 

fl~_", t tu' t tfl:;t tlr'y c :: ~ l' in 

J:ttocL' ~ould /1"l' b"'yn .,.;e ,Ua.l} \r1.:'h. 
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[~ril _:51i.: ThE' Garda.[ h vc· cor.r · r.1 d to t-1 .-. RUC cmly the pre~r.r ce 
in the 1.<.! 1~ t.blic oi a de LOJ Lir r- nC" i · t. ':'hi' L.cidcnt, according to 
1.:hc weekly report, took place at 9. 5 a.m. Gard2f who \·,E.:re noti:tied 
Ly the RUC at 9. 40 a.m. t.hrc--v: up roa bloC"'k s and searchPd houses. 
Bnllwirc 'l:lt.;.S found in the an. <1 but no t:r:-acc of: a gunman. It is not 
kncvm hm.r quicl:ly a Br l t:~~ h belicopt r can bo ... urrrnor~ed to the scene 
of an incident but. ~. t would d.p )e.:!r thnt un1 cs~ · t \vcrc actually 
hovering over the r o Jilc pu. .... rol at t: t; t..:..rne of t."' is incid"nt its c'1~r ces 
o[ succescoful delt: cl ion of tt e cul 11~1 ts \'10UJ a not be any higher than 
that of good pol.tcc \ ork on t.he grour.,~. 

J 1 .n.pril 19 76: rrhis Has rcportea son m-.rhat rr.orc b:!:'iefly in the re lr vant 
weekly securi·ty report. Although thJ Garc1af put the Sf'jfers' tjr~l.•J 
positicm at only 300-400 yard;; a\'ray fror:1 the border, t:hey arc qui t:c 
c ertain the shoaLing occurred cnti~~ly witllin the North. They al~~ 
deny and publicly contradicted at the time press rcpor~. '.rlhich stat. ... : 
they had arrested~ fleeing gunman, althc•ugh ro&d blocks WLrc set ·p 
as soon as precise details about the incident were received frcm the 
RUC. A note on the matter -vms handed to the i-)ritish on the day tho. 
note prese11tly under unalysis was received frorr thcrr •• 

18 April 1976: When reports were received that a UDR putrol had corr0 
under fire near the border., joint Ju.:-my /Garda patrols vent to the arqa · 
T\110 arr.1cd ;-;-,en in full battledress i·!e.,...e met. e:m ;•n Trish l rmy Officer, 
\•!ho supposing them to be British Army or UDR pc:t·sonnel \lent up l:o U. ·rr • 
They ~evealed themselves as Provos aDd keepiPg the Army Officer 
covered madE.: their c~scape. In·t.:ens i ve se<:.rches for these ti'lO men 
proved negative. Diversionary tactics were staged in B~llyconncll by 
local IHA syiPpathisers that evening an(i some cour-:. cas0s are pendin•:J 
as a result. 

Although the development of this incid~nt does not appear to reflect 
much cxedit on 0ur s ecurity forces (Lut investigations are still 
continuinCJ) the ce:ntrnl question about '.<hcther a helicopter v1ouJ d h.:tvc 
Leen of use could still, plausibly enough, be a nswered in the negati ve 
as Irish security forces were on the scene very shortly after the 
incident occurred . 

Conclusions 

The anulysis of the incidents cited by the British in support of their 

request for hot pursuit flights sugg~sts that there is room for 

improvement, particularly on the part of the RUC/BJ:i ti.sh Army in 

their own internal communications 0 nd in notifying th"' Garda1 of 

incidents near the border. In none of the caPes citeU., hovreve:c, \·la!;; 
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• d tn P. LC an' ch"! p "_~' r cc 
n nn h("" j cidc:lt -; '- (;t;ordinq to 
at 9 .. S a.m. Gardaf who ~crc notified 

B .. " up road blocys ('ne" 6ca~ch (1 house r
• 

r b~t 10 t ace F. gunm n. It is not 
}"nmln hm'! au'r;):Jy < Bri'-:!. h hplicopt r can b .... urmor.cd 1.:0 the scc),e 
of an inc~ dpnt but ~ '- wou.ld clppe2r t. ~t Ul 1 c. ~ t \\'er actually 
hov,=ring over t:he I bile pa .t: 1 at 1..0e L':'Il'e cf tnis incia ,pt itf' C') • ceE. 
o[ succ8s~f\l1 doll I ion 0'" t· .... cul r i 'L .... ··01l~." no:: be a~y higher U ar> 
that of gcoC: pol. .. ( e g)~Ou 1\ • 

] 1 Jl..pril 1976: This ,.,as l:eportea sot: ('.,.,hat Tl'OrC briefl.' j n the re' 'i':1t 
~eekly security r~port. Although th~ Gara! ~ut the G rerE' iir~l.y 
posit~on at only 300-400 yarcL a\'1ay flan the border, they dre qui t:c 
certi'lin the shoo1..long occur- d enti' .... 1. ",i Lin t e 1'1ortl!. They alf"(' 
deny and publicly con1..rad·~clc at tl e time pH 3S re or , t.olhich stat. c 
they hCl.d arrested a fleeing gl.lnmall ( ill thcluqh road blocks vlCrc set :"l? 
as soon as precise details about th,-. il.cit1~!rl~ \ll;re received frcm tl > 

RUC. A note on the matter Wi:\S handed to the B itish on the day tIc 
note preselltly \lndcr. analys.i H was rcceived frcm tl:err .. 

18 April 1976: When reports were received thnt a rOR putrol had eorre 
under fire near tl e border, joint A lry/G.1.rua patrols lent to the CIrca. 
T\110 arncd ;;-.en in f;111 battlcdress we"e met an an Trish Army Offic(;r, 
v]ho supposing them to be British Arm.! or UDR pC"sonnel \lent up to 1I 'r.:. 
They reveJ.led therrsclves as PrOV0S i)1 d kpepil'l) the Army O.ficer 
covered made their eocape. Intensive searches for these t~~ men 
proved Dcgalivc:. Diversionary tactics were staged 'n D~Jlyconnell by 
local IRA sympathisers that evening and some ~,our::' casE'S are pendin9 
as a result. 

Although 1..he development of this i'ncident does not appear to reflect 
much cxpdit on our ~ecurity forces (but investigations are still 
continuing) the cent~al question about whet.her a helicopter vloulc1 J ave 
been of use could still, plausibly enough, be answered in the nC0a~iv~ 
as Irish security forces vlere on the scehe very shortl}' after the 
incident occurred. 

Conclusions 

The analysis of th~ incidents cited by the British in support of the ir 

request for hot pursuit flights suggests that th~re is room for 

improvement, particularly on the part of the RUC/British Jl..rmy in 

their own :internaJ. conlITlunication'" ond in notifying the Gal'dai of 

incidents near the border. In none o[ the ca. es citeu ( hov!cver ( \'la~ 
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• there n. B.ri,. ioh ~!rc-\ .. tt ut or n .lr t .. o cccnc :hich. r.1l ,ut hav .... c ... on 
used 1n hot purcult no.r 1~ thorc any comr!ncll" cvi<lcnco tt1ct h 

OUtCO'"C of tho invcstlg tionJ '\:Ould ha.ve bOC:l l:. lY d11'..r..OJ.,• .. mt had all 

nircraf't be on. pr~sont and allotrad to e.rons ttw bcrdor ln hot pu.rcu1!; . 
l:u1·oovor, t tOJ.t l ::..r j sc·no r;.rounds for suopccting that, whor incJ..dcn.t'"" 

occur o.L'ter- dn~k n holicopto~J c soa~h l!eht L\~cd 1nd1~crlt'linn.tol:; 
could pu·~ tho li v .. s o sc u.ri t!/ 1'c.rco!l on both sides · .L•isl • 

6. Tho Brltlt;h requant i.~plic~ ln so .. ,o unnpoci!'lcd t.ay our necu lt;t 
i'o.rcas nro 1 o~ ,,1..'11 nblo th.on thelrv to cope with tho violonco alone 
tho bord r. \!ith ttto po::;:lblo exception or tt10 nir;h.li· technlclll 
bu.sino~s ,e aerial pho '.ot..:.raph_c .rcco.n!' ... :.i ... !.H.U c - and uo hRVO r.ocontiy' 
given tho l!;·.i. tl:ll po.L~i.nzlon to OVOl'fly tho !'opubl.lc fo ' thl~ PUJ.'pO!lG .. 

there- i!'l no bunis fc!' tbo Dr.lt1:;h iJ:A,J.icatlon en,.; in ·ccc1 :1ll ~he 

cv 1 cr cc !s tl ~t our rorco..., nr..,. in na · ~L~ 1 t t.cil:; looz diff l.C'Jl.t 
' . 

t;!tu.,tion, c~ '}i.r..e; rr.uch l~ott .. r tt:.r .. tf1clrc uit' th. prvi.Jlc::m creat.od 
hy th~ 71olcncc ulor~ t~1e bor r~ To con'Co: l ~ny r~lo to tho British 
in th P'J.- f!uit and e pttu>c of su~p'Jotcd pa.r•sol"-.: in tho Rc~ tt:;lle -vJoul 
be to .. ccer.t thcl.l 1 ~pllcatlon (~n·~" .ta ~~clltJ.on to tto l~c.~ rrnbl(;_l$ 
-which thi::: ;:ould et·e~tc, it uould ~, o~ h lvo tf o ·~rree · .:i pu.blle 
t.~lnion ln L1•lt 'l!'l oi' cor.fi!"r' it -: tl!n 1~""l'~r1sr l~n ;t1te!l c:ffielo~ 
~pol{esncr. hc.vo boon t .:inc o.11d cont1.n1 tf.\ ~ry to cro-to viz. violonco 
in r • I,.. o.riuin-:.t s lru.•t :Jly f.N>~J the Rcpu:..11c ~nd tho r,c.curi ty forco::; 
the ..... aro lt.L"'l:.:...lc/u sill!n._. to d-ti \:itb it. 

?. Th ·muly-.>lB or th incidont~ citou 'I th ... BJ:it!s ~nd our 
eoner.U. krw.loie o tha o~timated ll;'~ inc1J.o.rt :1 tb~t b ... 1o t ... .;:on r)".nc 

ln tr v .c1r ty or t!. hot':.lcr ovor the lnnt !lb~t m ,Dntl ..., aooc J 

h,?\1 vc.r, ::.uGr;ost to lo 1 obcc.Mta.r~ th .t thoro m11y bo .roo 1 fot• ..-oDe 

urthc.r l ·~1 Ve'"'lo.nt t n the jo1.\ · cccu •1 h'" 0 'f'o ,..t both to pr~vt)nt 
1n~id nt . n to irro1 ~t .. to t · . , h y t. 'Y b!"! 1 n 1:o T th~t ti o 
C.rlr.ti 1 f.. ; J 1ri • ·!on 1~ bo • it is 
. rticulr l.:r 1 lv ~ in 
borl .r \!tl 
i ro.c .n; ·oa d, t ... ll 

ln b . 
r. c 1 \;L' 4 Go..t' It I',.. 

•) 

} s (" • r o.!... •. 
I " . \ .,_ p .•. ·~ t··-.- )"\ .• u v .J • • ..J ... ... 

• tho!'o no Br!l' ..,11 "'1.1' ..... 1' n~ '"' n~. ... cc n ... -;hlch fli ;ut: h Vu b on 
vue 1. I,ot 1 ur ... ul or 1 th re any convlncl1'" EWiC!cnc t .t th 

outco' 0 o. tit it .... ~tlC.t' or...; '0 1 h'lv he r:J 011' ... r nt ha an 
o.1rc.1'· 'C beo r,Jo nt .n 1 uJ. 'Lo',led to crone t~ OL' -lor In ho p" _ t;uit . 
1 :\)l'OOVO z', tno 1', Co r somo e.1'QU!,,: ~ for ., ~poct.1ng thn\;, "wer 1nc..l.u "tCS 

occu ai't ... 1" dn "' ~ 11 hollc pt .1"s :;oarch 11~ht U:1.. in IncriL1 nataly 
caul pu.: the 11 v S Cl SCCUl"i t:/ 1' . .re :3 011 both nlcls!l .'" !.~is1:. 

6. 'I 0 nrlti~h r quat::. ~ lice In so un!lpcc ' 1'1c'1 ".1. Y out" .• ccurlty 
.forces ero . :le ' .. ~ll ablo tl ,n toll' ... t cope -1th the vlo1onc ... 0 • 

t 0 bor r . 11 _ to poc~iL;lo o.,coptio. 0 tho J:i !ll!, tcctlnl'" 

.. 

bu!> no~s of aerial pho 0' r ph_c rocon.t"....ll:JsUl ~ ! - un 1 7 I RV rccantl't 
c i.v .n th b;'ltlst! po .fl!;ion to cv l' .. L:I t' 0 . op 'bile: 1'0.' l1ifJ P·l.'po:,:o ... 
th'r' in 1.0 a!Jls fcr tilt! Ih'ltich 1 plico.tl.on cr."! in c.1 all h 

.vi ere .ts r ... s n V1 ~1.~li...t':.U:; L)c:: l!f'c'J.l.t 
.;!tll tlon t c .... ,1.r-& L".UC.l b tt ,- tt~ t!l lrti fit\ th .,!'oolc"l ... er ai. 1 

hy tt - V'lo~c:r: c alone' the bor • 10 cor.::o: "'"y rol to tho British. 
1 t!"> p . 't.:.it a.."l e pt'.re 01' !:u~ oet d p ,('nor~ in thn R :m.;lle wo' 

t ... C'lt th 1, 1 .• 1icatJ.oll . n' n . rlltlon to t,_ le, 1 rrtlbl ' . .1 

lcll thio • :oul<1 Cl.' at ,It \lcillt! ... 1 £l;) h 0 tl 0 'fro....... 0 jlub' 10 

c i nion .• n ~.rl ':'n 01' or.11J:"!"1.1."; tl. 11"1'r s"ion ;h'-~h offici 

".'ol~er:r.1 L nL.i.V b on t1.':l C 1 ~on Lm 0 try to ere""o llz . !io1·. !3 

in ;'.1 •. 0 IGln .. t !> 1 rt'uly fro t. 
tho arc u.~~~lc/u 11111n to d_ 1 

T ly~l of n lnc d n cIto 
onc a1 ·"r.o;·le I" 

in t~ 
hO'.1 vcr, c ' ~Gc l: to 1 
further i .r - .en 

th 

1t101 nt to lIT., .at 
C 1.rn.. 1 1 

r.. 0 

!.tl1!'nted. 1 ~ 

ba -I rover th 
ob .... orva ':: th.t 

-ud the ~:c r!ty rorco~ 

y tl ~ Br!t1s ~n 0 

t 'en :>. C 

ln5t oi~t n o~tl¥ do w, 
tho!' r .n,! b roo I f 1.' ... 0 .... 

y 0 fort both to 
to 1: • 'J' ~ 

v nt 
... ' III 

in 

lr. no .ur aJ.t 0'-'-

. \ ;.. .. p n 
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up by· (JUl' n..uly~i't of t.ho incidentfJ h3VO al.rcudy. boon tnltan lnto 
ac ... ount in th 1t Ch=lnne.l.. t '1l:; 1~; .jo_·,t:thin'~ yon ·.lf-itt ul~h to ch~ck 

vit!1 i;!:c :~.!..n.i.:;t'H' f'or Just 1 co. 

8. I~ the a.l\~tli~Bnf;s a ?aln.,t g.rantlnt~ tho Erl:;izh .roqacnt n.ro 
nccer. ted, thn qu 3st OI! o ' how nn \then to convey tho .refusal a.t·iso!;. 
Tho i3.rJ.tlnh t1avo aske!:l t n.t it bo discuBso by the G:lr..iar an R!JC 

ln l;hoi1" Jo .nt Co-or Un.o.tltw Co:n:nlttee but this ·ucttld bo un .... 
in pproprlnto channel cinco it in not n police ~~ttcr but one for· 
uhich you h·1va tho statutory L'osponsil:iJ.li L;y. Thera l.S a pocsJ. lo 
l"'h. rclna.J. d.J.su vanta.co iH convoyir-.t.; t:ho !~eru.s:1l at dlplomat.t~ J.c.vJl i 
that it might louvo ct c ·\-:ay onen fO.!..' Hr. t{COS to 'up pea 1. t ... ! - l'Oi'u;:;aJ. 

du.t·in.., hin v is1 t on 28 J.~o.y and. tho oest way of ht.'.n~ll:-.c .. t o .ght l.lo 

to tell i:r. Rcon that .• nv1n" axc.;:Llt ed the ccsc made and in po.rticul r 

t:ho tneidents cited <~) uo aro not convlnc l o1' tho vru.u of hot­
nu.r•;uit flight~; (b) thor.., nrc iegal ard pol1t1cnl probl ~us any\la~' 
"nd (c) \Yhnt .t.'lay be nccdod i~.; ~ tlghtonine··UP of con.-,un'tcation 
proeeduros. 

• 

.. 

-7-
o 

up by ou.~ c.. 4:;.1:rsl'i of th Incidt..n~ . .: /'13\'O a.l c· uy. boon t.:H.en l.ni; 

1 '" "" .' t '1 t..... , "U "1'" ill; '/1!J h ., ~..,.- • -'''''J JJ .. 0· . t.o e: uck 

S. I tho a.!',::lJ.j~Jnts ..... n.,t Grant.in[~ tho Bri:"i::;h rcqacnt .r~ 
U"CG" ~cd, thll '1u)r;\:ion C,' ho1.J n.nrl \./it)n to convey th:) l'o!.'uGal a:.<:;O'1 • 

. d .r.l.tlnh hn. ... H aGko~l t \a.' it 00 discu!isol1 y the G:ll'dal an<i r c 
In thcil.' Jo ne Co .. o{'lino.tin~ CO'::!llttoo but thin "oui ba an 

i npp[o~rl~to ch~nnel eil .] it in noL 0 oo11eo catter bu~ ono for' . . 
l1hlch you h ye tho !'ltatutcry .I.'ospons! .!..U.ty. 1"here is tl posz1blo 

:MarGinal dJ.snrl.vanc~Ge in convoying the .1" i'u!::1J. at; d.1.plol:!lJ.t.t::: l".v:Jl L 
that it .tell!; loavo Gho" iDJ open fa}.' H . t{eos to 'uppc ' 1 1 tll I - l'~ US' 

dtu'1n,; 111r. vidt n 2~ Hey ana. tCHl 00::;;' la:! 01' h::.!ldllq; 1 t. !l_Ght bu 

tc toll. ~·r. Roo!) that .'lvl~L: c;P",':u. oU. "be er-se uad n.n in p ... t;1cul .. ,l" 

!:ho Incidents elliod (~) '.13 aro lot 'Oll'llnc ! 0.1.' tllo vulu oJ.' ho -

pUl'~uH fiiGhtD; (0) th_!'.J 0.1'0 iogal D I'L pol!t!cnl pl'O}; t ':J8 any'"a!T 
.... nd (c) uh"'~ WJy ba I:ccd d i3 < tightc line up 0 .. co mun1cation 
procenuros. 
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1. !e under.:.t'"'.ld that the Irish autno1·.~ t i.e:.> are prepa..,·cd "Lo 

agree in pr"i ncipl e to overflj.) tB by "- · rc aft of th8 Britji-.11 

cocurity forces to a depth of 3 kiJ onc+.re'"; -;,·rhe?rc th esc <"1rc 

I 

"'" f -;·i 0 n.ru [,T£ ue· UJ 

fo1· thic offer iT\- ich \le should 1 i.kc to ·c:.!.ke ll'O and uhieh '\le 

believe \·iill he of direct oper~t"l.o'~"al benPfit to the nccurity 

forces on both sides of the bQrder. 

2 . \!e i-TOl:O.d proooon to )roceud i' h pror- mur es of surve D.l<:mce 

o\rerf:i .... ;a.tc vriLhin p,i v en p....,riod.n ... Jld border areac. vt'1cr thc'ln 

in caoos of om erccn cy, \·:a Houlcl ci vo the De p:!.rtmcmt at le8.st l;:ll'e(.) 

days' notice o:t' the first flie-ht in each scr·ieE . ~Je ·.·rould a.lso 

}1rovid.e the foJJ.o·.·:J.pe; detni.!.s 011 each occaoior.: 

(1) Period of each series 

(2) Are~ covernd hy each series 

( 3) l~'.lrnber of flic;hts 

(tl) Reason for flir,hts 

J · If further detG.Hs are required, •::c shall. of cmn-se be 

\fillint; to provide t~e..;e ";Thene-..rer possible . 

4 . !.ftc.r fornal d :i.:9lor·· ,tic c: earmce fo :r the scri cs h:J.S ~een 

eiven , local t::l0.".Yanc.:c vlou.ld be souc~t throU{;h RUC/Go..!·da c'r-an.'1e.!.s 

for eac h ind iYiclual f J.i ~ t in the serien . Ini'o:rnat ion o:: use t,o 

the secu rl i.y :t'o rcec of the 1tc nubj_i c resul·L ir.g fro:r. tn c"'c fl i[h ts 

·Hould be pas sed on as o u..:; c 1(Ly n.s possible throut; 1 the Sn.r:'G 

channels. The E1·itich author:Lt5cs \'l'ill o.:~Eo , of c0:.~.rnc , be 

/ HilJine; 

• 

co , I 1 'J, 

eRQ>.}") BO.~ { PI; 1 ...... 

1. !e undcr .... t n d t.l: t the IriG.l authol'it L3 arE' prepared to 

agree in 11'; nei'11e to OVCl'flj .' ts by [ircrai't of thf3 Bri.tlf'~ 

Gecur:.ty force:> tc ~, depth of 3 ldJ one-+;r ,; ~'lh('\rc t -:. (>Se ure 

I 

ncee'1s~~ry fOl' :i.r.tE'J l'l{;C .(;0 {,:aU:vI'.i,n, purl J~{ u. 'i'l0 arE; erh"tefu] 

f(n.' thi~ oier u·':'c \lE! should lib) tClc·,l'e up and "hie:, \le 

helicv0 "illl be of di:.t.'cc cperc.t-i.o' 3.1 bencf.:.t to the r.ccurity 

forces on both oiden of the border. 

2. \le i10"1}d prooasr to )roceud \ilL:l pro""'a.:~S (': sw'reiJlanee 

o'.TCrCi.. htc "lit.ll~n e;v en p"'rici'ln 'l."ld border u.rea::>. ct1cr th8.n 

in cno()s of r.ner["ency, \-;Cl Hould give the De-o~'rtment at ] ("[tot t :u'<;!P. 

days' notic;} oi' the fir:.;t fltehL in each series . .:e \'1OuJ.d also 

provide tIlO fol' o,;;j"p; detn."' S (\1" (ncil occnsior: 

(1) Period of each series 

(2) Are cover~d hy c ch series 

(3) l!\.l!:lber of flights 

(t) Reason for fJ ic;'nts 

:5 . If further dl~tci·s are required, ','10 shan of CO\11.,e be 

\TillinG to provide t'no ... e ;'rhenc-"n?:c po~sible . 

4. l.iter forn~l di..,lor"' tic c2 e:;lr'UlCe for tne ~cric:::; hos ':::C0'1 

Civen, 10co.1 t::lc'.!·:.ll"..co rOl)ld' e sou •. t tnroU[h :tUC/Gu!'du cl'~url.'1els 

for each indiyiduul fli:;!lt in thc serie:-; . Ini'ornation 0:; use '"a 

the secu 1'i ty fa !'CeD of the ltcl)'.lb:d C result in,,; fro!:! th (.se fli t :1 t~ 

Hould be paGseu. 0'1 ~s O\J';c~..ly n ... por:siblc thror.£;1 the SU'C 

/ uilline 



.. 

• 
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wi:~.i··~ to of or recir;roca1 fn.ci."jtif'r- to ~"lc Henublic'c 

-C ~n'l 16 •,,~y ~976 :·or a :::cries o .... fli:~r1 ts to L".:i.'e nlr1oe be t~on')en - ""' ~ 

\-lhi ch \·rou..,_d be desic;ncd l;o cbta in inform·1t icn abot...t :Juspe ot 

8xplosive dc:-.riccs ::md co:n.r;and ~-rircs. This first series is not 

inte11ded to be a sp"c.i."':len c· a"'Lpl: of \·Ih'lt i·r0 pro>Jo' ~ but hr..s "beer.. 

plann ocl "'it h a v .i cv1 to obtn.ining necess~1.ry w.1d important 

infor!Ilation .for the security forces. 

6. In addjtion, \·Te mt..y :need to uontinue, 1S a r,cpc...rate rnatt(;r, 

to m·1kc requ e:s ts for specific overfl ir}'l L.s .ir) are&.s n.nd at t i :1GS 

not necel:Jt:icl.l'jl:y coyerec] by the al>ove 1'1"her tL.cse a:cr; nrgenc),y 

:ceqnired. fo.!' onerht.i.onal rea:Jo·1s, o.r . for t ... 1c c"'c:l~ .. !.ce of 

particul::..r explosive devices 01. fol"l ou:i:!~ cro f.J bo"~"CI:'r jncid0nts. 

As in the past, so~e of th esc C';:tses d_ll he u -rge:n t ··nd v1e shouJ d 

,.,eJ come clearance for ther.1 from th~ Dep'1ri:J!'\I"'l1 t as o ui c; ·.Jy D s 

}"l0:1Sibln . i!e art:! rnost r:rateful :fo:r: tl:c ':-;pccdy cle~r:u1c0 ~~~id:. the 

Dcpart:ncnt h(!.G u::u...1.lly b~cn :::blo to r;i ve in 
• • "I ( 

sue~ c:tses :t..."'l "t.ne -:.ns" . 

7 . There i...; also the auos ~ion of follo.-1- n ov~rfli ~·hts te; kee:_-> tr 1c~: 

visu~~lly of suspoctcd tcl'l:oris"ts \·~ho rJ<.w be in the cour.:;e of 

a tte1 pti.YJ.g to cnc9.pe aero so the bo:cdcr from 1: o 1·'~h ern Ireland . \1 e 

sh01.1] d be grateful if the Irj_sh author it ic:.i ;·rott.Ld gi "\"C fn rlh or 

conn idcru'.; i.on to t;}'_j s;vl· ich in ~-n cxtcnr- ion of the pr o1)J em covered 

by existing urra:na:eQentn for c·11 nrn:>nC" oncro.tj onal overflights . 
......, ~ ~ f:..l" ~} .... 

~·/hat \·:c have in r.lind is to allm·r r.ore ti.!Dc. fer helicopters to 

. .... . '1 maJn ... aln ::::ur..re:iJ.Jancc on cnca·t)ing terrorJ.::;tr. ir."hordcr o.rcas. . c 

arG providing dt:talls of cases in 1·rh ich a. fo"Llo~:-up c~ ... pu.b.i :i7.y o~ 

. : 

• 

I; . 1 

wirill> to of:t::t' reei"· .... ocal fa~i·1Jti(':::; to t.e tenu1J:'ic'n 

0GCl'l'ity force£; i':: an 1':. Cl. re..c:u0"tcd. 

5. . c arC) <'lub: i· ... Lnr tc 'h'" D p,,..t ~nt n )'f'Il' t f r cl,' rAn"C 

"for a ncr':'e..., ., 1 '-'nd 15 ,a v ~('l."76 ,.lW pJ act: OH v~TOen <4J 

\'Ill" ch \-10uld be dcniQ:cd to cbk in infor::mt'ion abov.t LU:::pcc;t 

9xrlosivc dCNiC'.cs Dnd CO:nr-":"'lld uires, l'his first f3cric3 is ro. 

intel~d8d to be a speci":!"n e-a"'lpl," of "lh~t "H' propo< . but bp..s been 

planned with et Y.i-YT to ottr inine necOSSUl' l..ud irvportant 

information for t~e security forces. 

6, In wid': t io"!, He rrn.y need tc I.,;ontinue, 9,S a Clcpard.te matter, 

to IDqJW requests for specific ovorfJ.ie,hi.-r3 if) nrCLS r.nd ut ti:'es 

not neCe8tH.u'Hy co,rCl'CU "uy the above ',be!' t.i.o;o a:c(; u:cgentJ,j 

:c guired ;'01' o.:l8:cat.;,on'11 rea:Jo"s, I" . r,. fOl' 'the c'ec:." lCC of 

partic1.unr ex 10sive dcV'ices or i'ol10\T5rl~ crom border illciclr-mtn. 

As in the pr\ct, sor::e of these c sr.:': d.Jl bp. urr:ent 'llld vie shot'o]d 

~JUC~ C!tGC8 i.'1. the pa.2 L. 

vj.sually of suspectcd terrorists \'Iho m~{\I' be in the COllmB of 

attel pti..'1.g to e,;c~pe across the borde!' froffi Hor't.;hcrn Irelund . I. e 

should be grateful if the Iris}: auth or it ~l'L, 1'fOu.Ld Ci vc fu rther 

cor.S idcra'~.i.on to 'tl,js';/!'_ich is ~.n cxtcns ion of the pr o1llcrn cove!'~d 

by existing arrange1,lMtn :tor e;liorr.;ency opcro.t.jonal overfliGhts. 

~iho;J.t He have in nind is to allot'T '10 :r'G t me. fer helicopters to 

mai'ltain rJUrvciJ.Jn.nce 01 escb.ninc: terrcrl:::-tr; 1.nhClrdcl' nreas . '.le 

ul'e pl'ovidil1{: datai] s of ca"'eL: in ~·rhj.ch follo.,-up c' pabllity 0: 
L~]'~ ~)' n' l~ L 
1,1 •• .., •. C. \TO"I U '-!""c <><", J.' ... ter~ "'0'" ~ ",' do' .. ~. (:4-V""''') loA ... ., "" .. _ ~ • .L ~ 1. 

~he obj ~ of t~e 
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• 
surveilJ::nce wouJci. be to la·ep the sur.;r-.ccccl in sight and uass 

c'ictaD.ed informa"'11.iun of their identity 'U.:d ".·~hereabouts in 01\:ler 

to aosiPt the Garda to erJtr:bJ ish co • t"'ct ~.nd irtercept. There 

·Hould be no au~stion of i'o}lo".Tin{'; sur;pect[l d!: erever they mtgh t 

eo, stiJl less of cnr;n,sing then by r;unfire either frora 

H orthcr·n Ireland or froi:l the helicopter i tseJ f or of apprehcndinc; 

them u·ithin the .aepub:ic. Our propoG:U is quite different 

fro:n the c en 02p t of ''hot pursuit'' as kn o•.m .Ln in tern at j ona1 l m·r. 

8 . He an:prcciate the di:fficQl.ty this proposal presents ·Lo the 

lrjsh authorities since, in the circtunntanccs e:n·isan;cd, there 

>·rouJ.d hc:u:c1ly e rcr be time to a1•rnnr;c fonnal advance cler..1·ancc 

for a helicopter -'co overfly the bordel' on such a olsaion. But 1 e 

be) ic:we that. there h[•r; been u Gn.f:t'icientJy larr,c numbc:c of 

incj.dcnts in- ,,;11j.cl1 terror:i.nts have been abJ 0 to escape ''lithout 

detection (des "~itc the improved co:miL'Ul'licationc ,..,hich no'" exist 

th!'oogi1 the: HUC/Gnrda) to l·ue,t.J'l"v '"'o·~e c-pnc·;al n.~.""ran.n:encnts jn the ·::> ' • •) ' ~ ~- .... • • t> . . 
il!tcrcsts of the necurity in the Hcr.ubJ. ic ? .. nd in Horthm·n Ircl::lnd. . 

lf the Irish 2-uthcn::·.i.t:ics vTcrc:• able to a-;ree to this pro.,osaJ., the 

surve iJ.lr:..nce could. o hvious J ~r be Made sti 11 !'lore effect ivc tf 

direct cotn.'iUJ'liC~ltion could be established uehreen the helicopters 

and the Garda . Houcver :nore rupiu c o.r.n:mnj. er:tt ion.:: '.1 ould not 

thcmscl veo provide a satisfactory ans;·:c:r : even the mo ~~t rc.:pid 

com;::unicutions eC~rnot :-.::::.l:e 'Ll:D for loBs o±' visual cor.tn.ct . 

9. If the lrish a uthc1'i ties sec mm:·i t in this or ooosal . He . .. , 

suggest that details ot an arrr-mr;oment to co-ver thj.s probler. l:'i,?"ht 

b e di8eusse<l bchTcen the RUC and the Garda in the Joj nt Coordin~ting 
Ccmr.1ittee . 

It I:ay 19?6 

. 
C O~IT<' :-D ~-. T :L 'l.IJ 

·r 

• 
0ekdled inior);lat.iun of their idC'nt .:.t.v <LYJ.d ':lheI'caboutz jn oxuel.' 

to aosif't the Gal'da to C'Gtnbl ish CO"" et "'!!Q .ir.terce",t. TheT'c 

.'10:ld be no qUE ... t·· C'n of .l·olloui.n{" su nect::, vi' erC'verthcy mi.f'l t 

{'o~ still less of cngf.:.6in",: then by ~n fire either fro[1 

Northern Ireland or fro~ the l1eliconter itsc.f o~· of <tnprehcm.di."''';; 

the';! Hithin the Republic. Our propo:':::,l is Quite dificl'C'nt 

from the cc..n~Jlt of "hot pur.::mit" Hr; knll'.m 1n intcrnatjonul ·1~1.1'T. 

8 . He un:prcciate the d.ifficul ty Lhis proDof:lal pre",ents to the 

Irjsh autilOritios nineo, in the circurnstR.'1COS c:J.\-i::;a ,cd t there 

,.,ould ha.rdly erer he time to al'rDn[;C formal advance c1e~w.·[..ncc 

for <:. he1 < cop tor to overfJ y the border orl fiU ch a olsoi on. But \d:.~ 

bel iC1re th8.t. there h!'l~ beer Ll. cufi'jcj ently J:1rr;e number of 

incidents in· 'Ir113c11 tcrt'orj nts havC' been ab] 0 to escape \,lithout 

detection (dCS1)i te ~he ioproved cO:TInnmiC'.:I.tion M ',Thich no\~ e. is t; 

th.rough the HUC/Gnrda to iustifv 80I'j6 speciaJ arrfl.llgenel'lt3 in the .. . 
illterestB of the necurity in the He!,ubJ ic and in I~orthc~'n Irela.r..d . 

if the Iri3h :luti}(,"·.Ltics "ler able to <:. ree tc, this pro"los 1, tho 

surveill8.!,,!CE' could 0 vi OUS~:l be raclc still t10T8 "ffect ivc L~' 

direct comnunic.~tjo!l cou_lcl be estabJished bp.h;een the hel ico.£ltcr8 

and the Gard,.l. . HOlTever ;;'lore r::mitl c omr.Jlmi cat ion.s \I ould not 

thcmsel ves provide u satisfactory ans;';er : even the no ~·t r::.. p id. 

com::i1:nic:.l.Uons c<'~r.ot :'":::.1:0 \".p for loss o. vicu2.1 con · .... et . 

9 . If ti~c lrish nu'thc:cities sec merit in t:lis p:copo,;al, \:e 

suggest that detai.J1:: of an arrnne;Olntmt to cover this prob:;"er •. _i h.t 

b e dL3Cussed beb,cen the RUC nnd the Garda in the Jo'rt Coordil1<..ti.ng 

OC:ll':li ttee . 

4 J:ay 1976 
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25 i~nr 76 
1920 hrs 

7 Jan 76 
2J-55 hrc 

2tl Jan 76 
1743 hrs 

Locutj_on 

Cro~smaglen 

AuchnacJ oy 
VCP 

Lido leto\m 
VCP 

- -~-~---
Inc:idcnt 

1.., __ --

A Scon t helicopter ·tomS 

fired at from a ~osition 
thou~;}, t to 1-1nve: bei;n in 
the Rcpu.bli c of' Irc2..n.nd. 

· One o:f the o ccu n:-tnts of 
th c helj.co·nter IY'd.S 

injured. ~urine the 

f 't\ r ,.., 
J. L ' 

foJ.lmr up nn Army heli ­
copter in the area repoi·i.Bd. 
s ec:d.nt.; a vehicle cro s;;J 
the border fro::n the e<outh 
A.nd stop ncar E2'1 bo:r.._a:· 
crossill{~· T:·;o men ~rcro 
seen entering a house 
in the 0:cea of the border 
cro sntne; . Sho;:-tJ y after-

' wards t~e Garda renorted 
that they were chn3ir..g a 
vehicle 1·1h ic..lJ con L:1i 11ed 
four armed o.nd mnsl::cd 
mE>n in the urec:. cct.'th of 
H25 bordc-c· crossing. 

' 80 Irv sb ots ,.rere fired 
I at U pO.trol b7 eu.TIT1Cl1 

from a posit ior. 2 kr::s 
south e· ... st of Cross­
~nF,Jen (G~ 937513~ 7) . 
In · the f0llmr un the 
P.;Ul1."Cn -~nn'C S8GYl 
cro s.sin~ H27 bo:r'der 
craBS i-r , ,,. in a CaJ:' and 
on n. r"'o tor b Hce. 

lOC rds were-fired at 
, the / uc' .' acloy VCP . 

Initially fire 1ffiS not 
returll cd but 20 ~inutcs 
later 10 more shots wore 
fired. Durir . .:, the 
f ollou uo erupty cases 
uerc found n e.a..r on 

1 unoccuuicd house at 
G:{ 662508 in the 
Renub J_i c o: Ireland b:r 
the Gt:n·de . 

IN 
60-70/shots were fired 
at the Eiddletm·rn VCP 
fro:-r1 the area of G~{ 
?l ~328 in the Republic 
of I1·eJ.and. • 

Garda Hcaction 

I:i o t !:n 01·.'Yl 

Hot kn o~n 

!Tot kno:m 

J:ot knmm 

• i 

I -. 
j-

I Date 
I 

r~4 J~;~-:;S-I 1228 hr£) 

I 

25 Apr 76 
1920 hrs 

7 Jan 76 
2J.55 hra 

24- Jan 76 
174-3 hrs 

- - --~ ---- -- -- - - ------ - - ~ 

Location Incide~t 

----- - -- -

Crossmae:len 

Auch.l1acloy 
VCP 

l;iddll?tovm 
VCP 

i .... Scon t helicopter ,-as 
fiJ'9d at .rro~ D. position 
thour;ht to have been in 
the ReDubli c of Ircl[1nd. 
One 0:: the 0 coni ~nts of 
th e he~UcontGr ,-;as 
injured. Durin~ the 
fol1o,.] up cm \rmy heli­
copter in the Clrca renoriBd 
s ee il".{~ a vch ie le ero ss 
the bonh~r from the qouth 
and stop near E24 bore el' 

crossing. T~-!o men 1'fcre 
seen eni;ering a house 
in tho ~:f'ea of the border 
ero 88in5. Shortly after-

, "mrds the Garda r()Ported 
that tbe~1 vTere chan iug a 
vehicl e i'7h -ic."J c on tf,~i '1 ea 
four arI:1eU and m:Jsl~('d 
men in the> area s c~)th of 

I H25 bOL'del' crossinB . 

80 IN sb ots ~fere fi red 
at a p~trol b~,. gunMen 
fron a po~ it j.o!". 2 kes 
south ea&'~ of 01'088-
nagJen (GR 937513~7) . 
In ' the f ollo~" U') the 
gun:' en were see '1 

cro sSinF, H27 border 
crossi,.r,· jll D. ca):' and 
on n .r.ator bjJce. 

10C rds ;lere- fired at 
the Auchl1'lcJ.oy VCP . 
Initially fire was not 
return cd but 20 ninuto3 
later 10 !noJ~e shot~ vore 
fired . Dnrin--: the 
folIo", un erpty cases 
llere fOlIDd near an 
unocclJ'1icd hCUS0 at 
G:t 662508 in the 
Renub:::'i c of Ireland by 
the Gal'da . 

Rv 
60- 70/shots were fired 
at the r:iddletown VCP 
fro::: the ax'ea of "7J. 
7/4388 in the ;'1opublic 
of Il'elanCl • 

Garda .tenctio7! 

not kno,rn 

Not kIlo lm 



• t 

t;c 

~· "eb 76 
1917 h:n~ 

G Jmr 7G 

11 .A.nr 76 
1505 hrs 

18.Apr 76 
1709 hrs 

J,o a1.t ·on 

J, ~ 9 .. en· er 
C:r• " ''"' .•l"" ,..., ( n\/ V•')V ...... ;.) 

of Lisn~ .. w'.eu.1 

Hear W) border 
crossin 'T' 6 lcm 
SE of cioeher 

N· Joner:bur[;h 

L49 BorJer 
c-,. 1 csint; ( S'.i 
of J,isr~a:--;kea) 

Incident 

15-?( ~tto . tic~ otu 
~·~cr11 :> t:'"d '!. t :u.l. RHC 
.o iJil · u • :.x ol ,. 1.; en 

\vao n c ·r the IJ/i 9 
Bor.-i.er Cro"'si..r...... "· 
t ot·tl o.t' J.20 roun ls 
't·il~rc rnturnoo at 
gunmen uno ilere seen 
in tho arC'::t of Church 
Hill (Gl 2/21) in 
the llcnu1li c of 
Ireland. 

A Ct1l Y0,: t mine 
exploded nea:L' an Army 
l!'lob:i."'!o patroJ und 1-1hsl 
the o C'CU oan tc o.f the 
veLicles dobus.se d. one 
HV shot "i/US f.i.red by a 
gmman in the Rcpubli c 
of IrcJa•'ld. '~h'' fir·.:.rJt, 
point both fot• the 
detonation of the 
mj ne m.d of the gun­
man ua~ r.onfirl''.(1<1 by 
the Gt .. rda as GH 
5<)9t.B6. 

80 HV shc'L~ ';-;:--:-a fir(-;d 
at an Ar~w nat:r.ol 
uh.Lch 11<.tS c;ar1·yj P f' out 
VCP:::; in "t.h o (\I'e'l. of 
GR 06?1?5. fj:re i·ms 

. re t11rncd at ("Unr.:!cn 
se~;n .;':1 1.'1e are:: of' 
GS 061'7 cmd to thn 
east. ~he· 'f'"l.mmen v8rc 
seen crono{n.g the 
border :i.nto tr .. a 
Rcpubli c .-

G0-'70 HV shot:> Here 
fired at a routine UDR 
uatrol '\·rhcn it 1·/UB 150 
i~lC-i;rcn no.r:Lh of J,tt9 
Bonlcr C:co ssin;-·. The 
gtmmcn used 2 firo 
pooit ions inside the 
Ilcpub1.:.c of Irela~d . 

~Tot 1 ... r o.;n 

Not kno.:ri 

'.i'hc Garda ·. ·~1 ·, 

d eploycd "rl'-'. · 
o ui.c kly 
a n:-lr •?l rmd :.d 
on c rnn 
susoccted 
of bcinr; 
involvod ..; -r 
the ind.clent. 
He uaG lu:ter 
relea~:ed 
vrithout be i: -
charscrl . 

Not kno'.·:n 

• • • 
. Dato 

:. ~'('>b 1(1 
1f)17 111' .... 

G Apr 76 

11 Apr 76 
1505 hrs 

IB.Apr 76 
17 9 hrn 

],0 cni,i on 

L~ <) lll' 10 r 
Ore r>ninr (3.1 
of J~i3rlaf"_()a) 

Hour 1'~5 border 
croGsin.p." 6 km 
SE of Cioeher 

Nr tTonenbur r;h 

L49 BOl'\ler 
ero ssinL; ( S~; 
of J,isl1a "kea) 

Incidcn t 

.... C r, otG 
~:rc r~ ::l '~d ~ t . 11 .l{Jf] 
Olil' ) ",; Ol. Hl ~c:h 

1;1n.fl n m.l' the J,1.9 
TIore r C 0"'8' 'r' '. \ 

tot· 1 o' 120 r01ln 1.s 
Herc: T'Ct.lUl'100 at 
p;w.lJl1 c n U'lO ~'Iere seen 
in the "1'('8, of Uhurcl! 
Hill (G3 2121) :L.l 
the l1cnnl: ... i c ~)f 
Ircl"nd. 

A cllJveJ'~ mine 
exploded ncro: n.n Arr.:y 
I:!obile patrol und uhe 1 

the ocuu'"\;'1n t~ oE the 
vcl.~cleu dcbu"'''l::o onC) 
RV 8h ot ~7::W £,1. rod O;{ a 
gunrenn in the; Republic 
of Il'cJam. The f.i.r.i.r-r; 
poiT't b 0\;11 for the 
dctonFl.tion of the 
mine '1nd of the p:t n­
I:!:ln Ha~' r.onfirn ' tl by 
the G' ,rda as 'm 
599,186, 

RO ITV 8l1(IL~ ~';"'re fjrcd 
a t an AI"W patrol 
,.,hJ(; 1 lnw (;3.n yj P ( .... DU t 
VC?a in the n;r'C'l of 
GR 0671'15, Fire was 

.reinrned at {'Unr..:en 
Sep.l1 in 1;<10 are~ of 
G~ 061'{ ar'd t D the 
enst. 'J'hc' {'1.Ulmen ,ere 
oe0n croGG{ng the 
border :u to tr .. t~ 
Hcpubli c . · 

60-70 BV ~hCt3 were 
fired n.t a routi~le UDR 
natrol i'7hen j t "\-ins 150 
ine ~rCG nor'Lh of Lt" 9 
Bonler era ssinr', ~hc 
gm1Jnen used 2 fire 
posit ions inside the 
llcpubli c of Ireland. 

l~ot kno.m 

~~lC Ga-"dn .... : -. 
dcploy,~d Y'_' 
0ui.cl-J.:r 
a ')'")reh·:mcLJ. 
(Jnc m .... n 
s..tspccted 
of bci.nr, 
involvGd in 
the i lciuont. 
He ".'3.[1 l:.l.·t e.;.' 
rele":::;cd 
"l'Tithont be il -
charred . 

Not kno'.m 



• 
Appendix II 

1. I think that it is possible tmdcr our legislation for the 

Minister to give blank~t clearance for ~he flights envi~aged 

providr!d that the permission \·Tas given in v1riting and that 

the terms v1ere set our clearly. 

2. A military aircraft covered by such permission would have 

G.L. 

legal irr.rr.uni ty both in civil and criminal cas'"'s from our Cour·ts. 

If the terms of the permission ~ere broken it seems likely 

that t~c I:Jermission \·Tould lapse and the immunity with it. Tbis 

is not very clear however. 

14 t~ay 19 76 

Mr. Swif t 

Mrs. Liddy 1 s minu·tc above deals wi t11 the purely legal aspects of th e.:~ 

question put to her. Hm1ever, I expect that there would be extrem:=: 

difficulty in setting out the terms of a "blanket 11 permission in a v1ay 

that would be acceptable to both sides, e.g. time, route, depth of 

penetration if determined wou1d defeat British purposes; if not 

determined tl~y would have carte blanche which I am sure would be 

unacceptable to us, although r doubt that the absence of such term3 

would invalidate the permission. As we are unlikely to try to arrcs~ 

or shoot down a h8licopter, para. 2 of Mrs. Liddy's minute may seem 

l argely academic. It docs mean that our jurisdiction over a hclicOi,ter 

in these circumstances vmuld be in doubt at least ·- a hat on v;hich you 

might safely hang an objection without ment.ioning immunity. 

F.H.H. 

14./5/76 

• 
Appendix 1I 

1 clviser 

1. I think that it is possihle under our legtslation for the 

Mil.ister to give blanket clearance for the flights envisaged 

provided that the permission WOG given in writing and that 

the terilS .. ,ere set our clearly. 

2. A mili tal.-Y aircraft covered by such permission would have 

G.L. 

legal irtlll'.uni ty both in civil and criminal cases from our Courts. 

If the terms of the permission \t7ere broken it seems likely 

that the parrois 5ion would lapse:: and the irnInuni ty with it. Tt is 

is not very clear however. 

14 Bay 1976 

Mr. Swift 

Mrs. Liddy IS minu·i:e above deals with the pu.rely legal aspects of the 

questj on put to her. However, I expect that there would be extreme 

difficulty in setting out the terms of a "blanket" permission in a \-Jay 

that would be acceptable to both sides, e.g. time, route, depth of 

penetration if determined would defeat British purposes; if not 

determined they would have carte blanche which I am sure would be 

unacceptable to us, although I doubt that the absence of such terms 

'-7ould invalidate the permission. As we are unlikelY to try to arres .... 

or shoot down a h8licopter, para. 2 of Mrs. Liddy's minute may seem 

l argely academic. It does mean that our jurisdiction over a helicopter 

in these circumstances would be in doubt at least .. a hat on vlhich you 

might safely hang an objection without mentioning immunity. 

F.lv1.H. 

14/5/76 
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S. I. Xo. U of 1!)52 . 

. '.1:\ ; \ \"IG.'.TI0)." (FOREIGX ·.i l LlT.\ RY .\lRCl~.\FT) OHDER, 
. 1!)~2 . 

• : .. \~ F. u::\1.'.~~. ~lini-;t"r ft:>r Inrlustry tl!Hl COP1mrrcc, in 
, ~·· :-- ,( thl! pYSt'l:> t::mfc;-r.;;d on me by the ,\ir ::\;t\·l~<>rion and 
i:., . ; , ,. , .'\Ct, 1 !J It) (.;\ o. :~:> of l! ..t 1 i), hcrl'by order as follows :-

1 , ~ nr.J r may be cacct as the .\ir :~avie<ltinn (Foreign ;\Jilitlry 
.\.: t d ' J Urdt· r, 1!.132 . 

·) i;: tLi; Order-
: ~-. rxpn .. ~:iion " militil.ry ;ili-cra ft" means ai:·c• .lft used ia 

;·~i':: ory ,;('n·icc; 
: L•· l'Xprc;;:;ion " aircr:J.ft usrcl in military scn·ir_. " includes 

: .• · .. :!. m:li~:try <Ll!tl air forcr· ai.-rra!t, and C\'l~l y :·lircr<lft ~.:-.m· 
: .. ~: d··d b\' a p1:r,;nn in nav..t!, rHilJt<lry or air ftm:;o:: !'''P:icc c.kl:-ilcd 
: ·: t!:t: purpn,;e s:1all b.! deemed t.0 be an aircr;1fl us·xl in milit:try 
c:~·r , h .. ••; 

tl"· • :xprc:-.~ion" tl1e nlinLc.ter" mean<; the ~Iinistcr for Exle:rnal 
.\ !:.1ir~ . 

:: .. :1, fnrei ~n militarr :tir.:ru.ft ~;hal: n,• O\ cr or bml in the SL:~.le 
, •• ... "" 1 i:·· <·xpn·::;s im;i Wtion nr with til~ 1:~prcs.:: p?rmi5sion of I he 
~·~: ! ... ! t J. 

~. !~ ·;··: ., forr;g11 m ilil ar~' aircraft !h·=Jt-~ o\·<'r or br:<1in~ in the 
"I,; .. ·;, I: ... <:-.:pres<; lll\ it~,tinn N wid1 ·, •v: r.xp•c!;r. pcrmi··sion of the 
" •• -:.: :-!1.11!_ rom,,!y -,,·it:t :;J,~·I• :-~i 1 ,u.aliu11,; ;,s n,.: :,fini,Lt'' 1n.Ly 

l .. l:i : l.•uon t(, such aircm!l. 

·'· .\ni•l··; 3 :11~d ·1 of n::s Order :::ha11 Pot ;:;pply to foreign milit~rr 
: .··: .!~ ':•.:.,t,c•l tn srardoJng ior an :-.ircr:>fL in di-,t r~·~_, or in I<'.:.CIIIllt~ 
' :' :· ·:- "\ ::11 ::\\l!.::aft ar:,jd•'nl hut -· 

:.:; t,o ~,urh fr,r\.;ign 1,1ili!·arv :1ircraft ,!t.1.li euler a1,V a ,~r.-. 
aprointc l :1!. ·1 Jlrol:ibit',-cJ • r.'.1. uo:tLr '.tr :l\• virtno of <11t 

~.rdcr ll1:t<ie under .l'<lft 1 I 0f tlw Air )\;wi_;.lthlfl n'.rl 
lLt11!->pO~t .\ct, l!llt/ (.:\o, :.>3 roi !DIG), rtnd 

,...,.-·--""" Cl\'LX unrl, r JllV OlGci;o] ,S-:::11 thi: 2ith duy oi 
·~·f.t, ch, I !J,)2. =• . ( )~ 

'\.. l • .;.. 

' • ,,.!' 

"'! · 

(:3i:;nl!{l: .~E.c,~ F. J.K\L\SS, 
M:,Ji,trr for Indu·try ~~~d t';omr\l•:'>tc. 

• \"""··~ ~', '"!.: • c. • 

•. ' · ... , nf t!Jj. 'L~'tt'••:•: !~ o lr11:l'•·nt ir. 11Lc !!ish it:l'.t~.:~,,., o!li.:-~all:: 
·• ~~ l' •:ttt d (,1\ ~h·· opp,·l it,. }'\be. · 

-
I ll 

• 
o 

• I.~ ., ..... 

2;)1 

S. 1. .'0. 7l of 1D52. 

'.n, . \rIG.\TfOX (FOREIGX ;\iIUT.\RY .\mcr~.\FT) ORDER, 
. 1D':;2 . 

( l'· 

I •• 

. ::.\>: F. Ll::-l.I.<:C:, ~[inbl~r for In(\u$lry a!ld COlnmC'rce, in 
:.. ,f the r~'S~15 t:onfr:-re:d 011 me by th e: ,\ir X:wi'j"tion and 
;. :, :,ct, HI III (~o. :!3 of H'!'i). herehy order as follows:-

J ; , 0r.J.r may be I:itcd as 1 he /dr :-laviealion Worcigr. ~liJill[y 
,\ : II~I) Order, lU32 . 

. } i:. lLi.; Ordcr-
~~ I t"'xprc~':iion "nlilitary ;'..i.!craft H me~lllS ai.::cr.t.Ct ll scd la 

l~ 'il In' .;c'rI·ice ; 
l);" ('xprc,,:;ioll "aircraft u~('d in military SCI vki!" includes 

: ,' •. :\. 111:lit:,!,\, "'I!d nir fo:-.:e airrnft, :md (;\'(:1)' aircraft (.(0111-

, .... Ihl !J.\' a p<:!"rnl ill n:t\'oll. mi'ltary or nir (,m:;e ~"l":icc dd:tilcd 
: .: I; . ., purpose 51tall b~ dCt'hlCd to be nn ;tirCr;1IL u5':d in mili,t;try 
'-'-I,k,l; 

11 " "',prcssion .. tile lIlinbtcr" mcan5 t.he ;\finistcr for ExtcfI1ul 
.\ f:.1 ir~. 

~ .. ~" :l1rC'i ~n military ajrcr~t.ft ~~hi1.1! fly oyer nt" b.nd in the Sl'\te 
••.••. ',11 til" ('xpn';;s invilarioll or with thr. '~~'prcs< p~rmis5ion of Ihe 
~I~: : :' r. 

{. ! ..... :;. fOf[';f: n milihrv airrr:tfl !1\'i\l .. 0\'('1' or hl\din~ in the 
,\ .:" , ,I I I,,, ("I';'I~~<; in\ l",tjnn or wilh -'ll:;'LXP"C',~ rl'r!l1i~'sion of the 
". '. ·11" ~ntll 1. ··t' I " , t' 'I '[" l ' •.. ' I .•• , I"} \\11\ SIi" 1 >.q.lI.<l lUllS "S ... : ,\ llIh ,'f l!l..Ly 

, I., 1,\ , \.nion t-. SlIell airclalt. 

" .. \liir:I··; 3 ;tI:tl.l of tl:i~ Ordl!r sbaH 11ot'pply to forcig-n milil~IT 
': '!:: ,-'n"':,'f;('(l In $r;lrchlll/ for an ,lircr,lfL ill di~tn'$~ or in Il'~CllI11c; 

, :' I' , :, "I :11\ <llle.:l le ar:dd"nL but _ 

I i, .. " 

:,:; i ,O snch fr)l"t:ign l'''ilt, ar\ alrcri..lft ~hall (!lltLr n.nv al"(";t 

apFoinlca ;IS '1 J,rul:ibii.. I .11'.1. 1!'I:Lr ur hI' virt1le of .1/ 1 

?,rJ~r m;",c under )'art 11 1)[ tiw Air );a\ i;,;.lti(;1' nr.(l 
lr.(I\~porl .\1.'1, 1!111~ (,'0.:-3 roi JllIG), a\lll 

GI\)S I..H1 .. r In\' (h'."i,,' .:;'-·Jl thi~ 27th UilY oi 
~.rd,ch. I~Jj2.~· 

III 

... -.\ 



• 
(a) ~_u1•.i ty fllghts 

197~ 

1971+ 

1975 
1976 

Total 123 

permisRions granted 

' 

( "Secu.rttJ' 11 in this context .refeJ:s mostly· to pr e imin:.u·y photog~'aph:Lc 
.rdconnnissancc flights t6 check for booby traps and other socur1ty 
hazards at the scene of proposed operation~ e.g . .road closures.) 

(b) Clonoony Salient fli ght::; - per1nission~ e;ranted. 

1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 

Total 

None 

23 
48 

15 

86 

In March 1974 standing permission, subj~ct to consequent notification 
to the Department of Foreign Affairs, was given to the British 
security forces to fly across the Clono~ny Salient, a nar.rod strip of 
Co . Monaghan jutting into Co . Fermanagh . The reasons for which this 
permission wao requested by the Britlsh were variously described as 
t he more r apid transport of personnel and supplies, the evacuation of 
casualties and the shadowing of suspect vehicles . 

• 

• 
Appendix I~ 

(a) ~ ur.i..ty fliGhts permissions granted 

1973 7 
1974 6 
1975 86 
1976 21t 

Total 123 

("fccurtty" in this context refel s mostly to nrelimin' l'Y photo,", r"loh.ic 
raconnnissancc flights to check for boob~ tra~s and other sCCUJity 
hazards at the scene of proposed operationG e.g. road closures.) 

Cb) Clonoony Salient flights - permission~ granted. 

1973 None 
1974 23 
1975 48 
1976 15 

Total 86 

In March 197'\- standing permission, subject to consequent notification 
to the Department of Foreign Affairs, was given to the British 
secul'! ty force s to fly ac ross the Clonoon r Salient, anal' 1'0'\11 strip of 
Co. Monaghan jutting into Co . Fermanagh . The reasons for which this 
permission waG requested by the British were variously described as 
t he more r apid transport of personnel and supplies, the evacua"t.ion of 

casualties an(l the shado',ring of suspect vehicles . 
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