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Prof 1 J c or B or c 1 or [3 c cur it~ <1 u 1:.;t n G J_9 7 5 

Incursions 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

A total of 72 incurs ions by British Security forcc3 were 

report c d to us in 1 9 7)" This com par. e s '" i t h l 1
1 0 f o I' 19 7) + • 

The lov1er figure is probably ascribable to a slackcnint; off 
of British Arr11y patrols du.ring the IRA ceasefire \vhlch 

commenced in February 1975. 

Of these 72 incu1~sions 41 were on land and 31 in the air. 

The British .. themselves notified us of and apoloGised for 12 ~\) 

the former and 14 of the latte.r. They accepted as havint; 

taken place and apoloGised for a fu.rther ltt land incursions 

and 3 air incursions "'hen the s e vl ere brought to the i .r 

attention. They denied reports that 6 land and 1 ~ air 
incursions h~d taken place. 
still under investigation. 

The rem~ining incursions are 

Hany of these incursions were not se.rious and 11lere observed 

by few people - Gardaf, Arn~ personnel, customs officers and 
(more rarely) private citizens. Some ·incursions, howave.r, 

we.re of a sufficiently flagrant cha.racte.r to arouse 
considerable oress com~ent and in some inst~nces consider~ble .. . 

local ·resent:nent . Such were the incursion by three armed 

British soldiers into Clones in Jul? and mo~c recently the 
incursion at Longfield, Co . Armagh, where local men opc~ing a 
barricaded border crossing were chased into and within the 

State by a British Ar-:ny patrol Hhich coom3.ndeered t\vo p.rivate 
vehicles. 

( iv) At all times in brinbing incurs1ons to the attention of the 

British autfloritics the point is mc:1dc that, asido altogether 
fron the violation of soveralgnty involved,such incidents can 

only impede closer cooperation on border security . The task 

of our security forces is mndc more difficult especially 

\..rhen local residents are inccn!";ed by the seemingly casual 

attitude of British Army personnel to such incurslons . 
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Pro f 1 J C 0 f B 0 r (10 r [3 c cur i t}' cl u 1:.t.!:.G J.2 75 

I IncursIons -
(1) A total of 72 incursions by Britinh SecuriLy forccs were 

rep 0 r t cd to us in 1 975' " T his c om par e s ''l i t hIlI 0 for 19 7}+ • 
The 10vler figure is probably ascribable to a slackcnine off 
of British ArTi1Y patrols during the IRA ceasefire which 
commenced in 11 ebru,J.ry 1975. 

(i1) Of these 72 incursions 41 were on land and 31 in the air. 

The British~thems81ves notified us of and apoloGised for 12 ~ 

the former and 14 of the latter. They accepted as havinG 

taken place and apoloGised for a further. 11+ land incursions 

and 3 air incursions 'Hhen these 'Here brought to their 

attention. They denied reports that 6 land and l~ air 
incursions h~d taken place. 

still under investigation. 
The rem~ining incursions are 

(iil) Many of these incursions were not serious and were observed 

by feH people - Gardaf, Army personnel, custOE1S officers and 

(iv) 

(more rarely) private citizens. Some 'incursions, however, 

were of a sufficiently flagrant character to arouse 
considerable press com~ent and in some inst~nces consider~ble 

local ~esent~ent. Such were the incursion by three armed 
British soldiers into Clones in July and more recently the 

incursion at Longfield, Co. Armagh, where local men opc~ing a 
barricaded border crossing wero chased into and within the 
State by a British ArTlY patrol \olhich cOr.1m~ndeered tHO privQ.t:e 
vehicles. 

At all times in brinbing incurslons to the attention of the 

British autfloritics the point is made that, aside altogether 

fror.1 the violation of soverelgnty involved, such incidents can 

only impede closer cooperation on border security. The task 

of our security forces is made more difficult espocially 

'''hen local residents are inccn~;cd by the seeminGly casu 1 

attitude of British Army personnel to such incursIons. 
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DOHDER "IHCUH~~IOJJr; 1975 

'l'O'l'J\1~ Il~CUHSIONS •••••••••••••••••••• 

Incursion~ by uircr~ft • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • 31 

of: v;hich reported :'nd rcC)rcttcd by . . . . . . . • • • • • 14 

of v;hich rcCJrct:tcc1 by Briti£:h after 
D/J.'oJ:ci9n 1\ffa:Lrs reprcscnt2.tlor~s . . . • • • 3 

of: \.rhich c.1cntod by LrJtj sh after 

I 
D/J•oj:-c1gn J\fi~i:cs . J:t~presentat.i.ons • • • • • • 4 

of \·;hi ch nri t~~ sh cla in8d <f ·h0y could 
not in·rcstigate due ~o departure 

I of cl:c\·7 • • • • • • ' • • • ·• • • • • • • • 1 

of \·:hich Drl1:1r~h hu.ve not yet 
conu.1~ntccl upon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

I Incursio~s on ground . . . . . . . 41 . . . . . 

I of v.'hich reported c..tnd rogrct.t.cd by 
B~itish . . . • e • • • ~ ~ 

• • C' .• · 12 

of \ihi ch rcg):ct.tod by J3ri tish <J ftcr 
D/Fo)~c!t.g-:l l'Lffi.li:;:s rcprescn-'catlons . • • • . • 14 

of \:i~ich dcnio.c1 by Br1t.tsh aft.cr 

I 
D/r'orc1gn Aff~i;_-s rL!p:co.sc~tllt:io:-~!'_~ •••••• 6 

of \.·hich Drit~tsh h~vc not yet . . . . . • • • • • • • • 9 

BORDER INCURf:JON~ 1976 

Four incursions have so fu.r been reported since l/1/76 

I 
(2 Harch 1976) 
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DOHDER 'IHCUn!~IOJJC-; 1975 

'1.'0'1')\1 .. INCUnS TONS • • • • • • • • • • · . . . . . . . 

Incursions by ~ircr~ft • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

of \·;hich reported (',nd rCtJrettcd by 
Bri ti. [5h • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • . • • 14 
of "f'hi ch rcC]rct:tcc1 by 13ri tish after 
D/J.'orcign 1~ffa1rs reprcscnJ-2.tlor~s • . . • •• 3 

of \.Thich cJ.cntcc1 by Lrltj 811 after:" 
D / I I ():c c j g n l\ f i ~ i :x: s r l ~ pr (:! S G n t CL t. i . 011 [j · . . . 
of ,·;hi ch I~ri t.~_ 8h claiJ:l~c1 t110Y could 
not invcBt.ignt.e due ,to departure 

. . 

of Cl~C\'l • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • 

of \7hich Br:t1:1f.~h have not yet 
comr.1'.:lntccl upon • • • • • • • • • · . . . . . 

1 

9 

rncursio~s on ground . . . . . · . . . . . . 
of \,,'liich reported. a.nd rcgrott,c/i by 
B~i~ish . • • • ~ •••• ~ ~ * • · . ,. . '.' 12 
or \ihi ch X"(~g)~ct.t0d by Br:t tish u ftc1." 
D/Fo)~e19:! 'l£[l1.:L~:s represent.ations • • • • . • 14 

of \:hich denied by Dr:t tlsh Qft.cr 
D/Porulgn l~ff~irs ~~p:ccsc~tQlio:j,s 

of ' ·.'hich British h0.vC not yet 
· . . . . . 

(;on~':,cn le d upon . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" 

BORDER INCURf:JON~ 1976 
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Four incursions have so fur been reported since 1/1/76 

(2 Barch 197G) 
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2. Incidents 

By this is meant· shootin~, .hi-j·1ckincs, bombJncs, etc. occurrinG in 

or around the borclc.r in \oJhicb Southern .involvement is suspected. 

T h c Brit i s h no t if y · u ~:; on a r c l~ J 1 o. r basi[; of inc 1 d c n t s reported by 

I the British Army and in 1975 80 such incidents Here brought to our 

attention. Of tho~:;c the Gardaf accepted there flad been Southern 

involvcm8nt in 10, dcnled this in the case· of 11 r:1ore and a.re unable 

to confjrm or deny the facts rclg_tine to the others from the 

information at their disposal. In 1975 also tho nuc notified the 

Gardaf of a further 37 incidents. Again the G·1rdai confirmed 2, 

I 

I 

1 

I 
I 

denied 15 and cannot comment on the rem~inder. These incidents 
range in seriousness from the shootinc of three soldiers stationed 

at a loo~-out post at Drwnackavall, C~ Ar~agh, from firing positions 

of which one was loc~ted in Co. Louth to r~norts of cross border 
.L 

shooting which turned out to be the noise of a cEow-scaring machine. 

Our attitude has bee t1 to reject, unless clear evidence is avaj.lable, 

the conclusion that all such incidents originate in or have a direct 
connection ,., i t h t h G South • 

---------- ---------·~---
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2. Incident.) 

By this is meant' si1ootintj, ,hi-jrlcklncs, bombinGs, etc. occurrinG in 
or around the border in \aJhich Southern .i vol "lcment is suspected. 

T 11 c Br i t ish no t if y u~" 0 n arc e ul 0. r b Cl S i ~; 0 fin cid en t s r 8 p 0 r. t e d by 

I the British Army and i.n 1975 80 such incidents Here brouGht to our 
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attention. Of tho~e the Gardaf accepted there bad been Southern 
involvement in 10, denled this in, the case' of 11 !:1.ore and are unable 

to confjrm or deny the fact;:; rcl8.ting to the others from the 
information at their d1sposal. In 19'75 also the RUC notified the 

Gardaf of a further 37 incidents. Again the G'll'daf conf irmed 2, 
denied 15 and cannot C:OElment on the remainder. These incidents 

ranee in seriousness from the shootine of thrse soldiers stutioned 
at a loo~-out post at D.rwnac~ovull, C~ Ar~agh, from firing positions 
of which onc was loc~ted in Co. Louth to reoorts of cross border 

.L 

shooting which turned out to be the noise of a crow-scaring machine. 
OUI' at tit u( e has bee n to re j ec t, unles s clear evidence is avaj.lable, 
the conclusion that all such incidents originate in or have a direct 
connection \vi th the South. 
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BORDER INCIDENTS 1975 

' ,., ·' ' . 

Incidents reported by British Embassy •••••••••• • 80 

. . 

of which Gardn! consider did not take place . . . 11 

of which, according to Dritish, had no 
connection with I~cpublic • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

of \<~hich were not 11 terrorist-type" 
· ( .g. road re-opcnings) • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8 

of which Garda! confirmed . . . . . • • 

of which Garda! did not comment upon or 
could not confirm or deny • • • . • • • 

of \'lhich were "terrorist-c.ype" incidents 

21 

• • • • • 10 

. . • • • 49 

59 

~hich did, or may have, taken place •• s ••• • • • • 

Incidents reported to Garda! by RUC • • • • • • • • • e • 

• 
• • 

of which Garda! consider did no~ take place 

of which, according to Garda!, there was 
no connection \·Ji th Hepublic • • • • • • • • 

of \rlhich v1ere not "terrorist-type" 
(o.g. unidentified helicopter) •• . . . . . 

• • • 11 

. . . 
• • • 

4 

2 

17 

of \-lhich GardaS: confirmed . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

of \·lhich Garda! did not comment upon 
or could not co~fixm or deny • • • • • • • 

of which were "terrorist-type" lncidcnte 

• • • • 20 

22 

which did, or may have, taken place ••• • • • • • • • 
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BORDER INCIDENT C 1975 

, I ., .. f • 

Incidents reported by British Embassy • • • • • • • • • •• 80 

. . 

of which Gardu! consider did not take place . . • 11 

of which, according to British, had no 
connection wi th Hcpub11c. ••• • • • • •• 2 

of which \vere not "terrorist-type" 
' ( .g. road re-openings) ••••••••••••• 8 

of which Garda! confirmed . . . . . . . . . . 
of which Garda! did not comment upon or 
could not confirm or deny • • • . • • • 

of \",hich were "terrorist-type" incidents 

. . . 

21 

• • 10 

• • 49 

59 

lhich did, or may have, taken place •• • • • • • • • • 

Incidents reported to Garda! by RUC • • • • • • • • • e • 

• 
• • 

of which Gardaf consider did nol take place • • • 11 

of which, according to Gardaf, there was 
no connection \-li th Hepub11c •• • • • • • • • • • 4 

of "hich Vlere not "terrorist-type" 
(e.g. unidentified helicopter) • · . . . . . . . . 2 

. ' 
17 

of which Gardar confirmed • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

of "lhich Gardnf did not conunent upon 
or could not co~firm or deny • • • • • • • • • • • 20 

22 

of which were "terrorist-type" lncidcnte 
"'hich did, or !nay have, taken place •••••••••• 
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Border Incidents J3..2.Q 

The British Embassy has so far reported 5 incidents in 1976. ~:he 

..... _,1 

I 

Gardaf confirmed one of them and have not commented on the remainder. 

The Garda! have so far reported on 6 incidents wl1ich they investigated 

following a messaee fro~ the R.U.C. They denied two of them, found 
that two took place completely within ~orthern Ireland and were unable 
to confirm or deny the remainder. 

(2/3/76) 
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Border Ipcinents J3LQ 

The British Embn.ssy has so far reported 5 incidents in 1976. ~:hc 

Gardaf confirmed one of them and have not commented on the remainde . 

The Gardal have so far reported on 6 incidents which they investigated 
following a message from the R.U.C. They denied two of them, found 
that two took place completely within ~orthern Ireland and were unable 
to confirm or deny the remainder. 

(2/3/76) 
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BORDLt;R SECURITY OVER•LIGHTS 1975/6 

According to Department of Foreign Affairs records, 71 security 

overflights by British military aircraft took pl3.cG along the border 
during 1975, 59 of them in the period 1 September to 30 November. 

This does not tally with information supplied by the British, wf~o 

reported that 55 tooY place during the period 1 September to 

30 November, of which only 32 took place on the date for which clea~ance 
\vas given. 

In tho current yea~, clearance has so far been granted for four security 
ov~.rflights . 

(2/ 3/76) 
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BORDER SECURITY OV~nFLIGIITS 1975/6 

According to Department of Foreign Affairs records, 71 security 
overflights by British military aircraft took place along the border 
during 1975, 59 of them in the period 1 September to 30 November. 

This dOGS not tally with information supplied by the British, wl~o 

reported that 55 too~ place during the period 1 September to 

30 IJovember, of which only 32 took place on the date for which clea~ance 
'vas given. 

In the current yea~, clearance has so far teen granted for four security ! 
ov~rflights. 

(2/3/76) 
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A total of 43 roads were closed or reclosed by the British Army i11 

1975 and two rands hAve been recloscd in 1976. There were two main 

programmes of closures in 1975, the first one (January-February) 

passine off more or less without incident but the second (Septenber­

Novembe.r) provoking considerable local reaction. Closures in the 

current year have apparently provoked no comment and it is understood 

that no major closure pro~ramme is presently contemplated. Table I 

(attached) shows that in 1975 ~lonaghan and Louth vJero the counties most 
affected by closures. 

Local .renction was more vigorous and concerted than heretofore, lending 

to sorne stone-throwing confrontations with the British Army. In 

October a committee of border residents f.rom Cos Monaghan and Armagh 

launched a fund to purchase road-making materials and machinery for 
re-opening cratered roads. 

The futility of blanket closures such as that carried out in September­

november 1975 has no1.v become apparent to the British autho1·lties and 

they have informed us in confidence that they.will now concentrate on 
keepine a minimum nwnbe.r of .roads ~ost frequently used by the I.R.A. 
completely closed. 

A total of 138 roads have now been closed or reclosed by the British 

Army since 1969 (see Table II) . As many of these roads have been 

re-opened by local residents and subsequently reclosed by the British 

it is difficult to be sure f ron1 day to day of the precise nur.1ber of 

roads blocked at any particular moment . However, according to the 

latest available iP~ormation (see Table III) 52 .1% of all roads are 
closed . 

l 
---~ _____ --...r-- -
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ROAD CLOSUH !~s 

A total of 43 roads were closed or reclosed by the British Army in 

1975 and two roads have been reclosed in 1976. There were two main 

programmes of closures in 1975, the first one (January-February) 

passine off more or less without incident but the second (Septc~ber­

November) provoking considerable local reaction. Closures in the 

current year have apparently provoked no comment and it is understood 

that no major closure proeramme is presently contemplated. Table I 

I (attached) shows that in 1975 Monaghan and Louth were tbd counties most 
affected by closures. 
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Local reaction was more vigorous and concerted than heretofore, leading 

to some stone-throwing confrontations with the British Army. In 

October a committee of border residents from Cos Monaghan and Armagh 

launched a fund to purchase road-making materials and machinery for 
re-opening cratered roads. 

The futility of blanket closures such as that carried out in Septembcr­

Hovember 1975 has no'.'; become apparent to the British authol'ities a.nd 

they have informed us in confidence that they.will nov! concentrate on 

keepine a minimum number of roads most frequently used by the I.R.A. 
completely closed. 

A total of 138 roads have no\-! been closed or reclosed by the Bri tlsh 

Army since 1969 (see Table 11) . As many of these roads have been 

re-opened by local residents and subsequently reclosed by the British 

it is diff ieul t to be sure fro!'!) day to day of the precise nUr:1ber of 

roads blocked at any particular moment. However, according to the 

latest available ip~ormation (see Table Ill) 52 .1% of all roads are 
closed . 
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OUT II /DOvJN 

LOUTH/ARMAGH 

~ONACHA!'/hRNAGH 
l oNAGllAN/TYRONE 

I ONAGHl\N /FEID1ANAGH 

j AVAN /FERJ!JANAGH 

LE ITR IM/FER11AN1\GH 

l oNE GAL/FER: lAKI\GH 

ONEGAL/TYRO:.TE 

l ONE GAL/DERRY 

I 
TOTJ\L 

I 

I 
I 

DORDEH RO/\D CLOSUH;-S 

Hoads closed or 
rcclosed by British 

since 1/1/75 

12 

24 

2 

4 

2 

1 

45 

-- - ·- -----------·----~ 

TABLE I 

r--- Roads re-opened 
by locals 

since 1/1/75 

9 

18 

2 

4 

2 

1 

36 

(2G February 1976) 
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OUTII/DOvJN 

LOUTH/ARMAGH 

I ONAGHAl' /1~R}1AGII 
I ONAGIIAN /TYRONE 

I ONAGHAN/FERJ.JANAGH 

rA Vl\N /FERtVlANAGH 

I 
LEITRIM/FERl1ANAGH 

l ONE GAL/FER! k\ 'AGH 

ONEGAL/TYROtTE 

i ONEGAL/DERRY 

I 
I 
I 
I 

TOTAL 

nORDEn HOAD CLOSUHES 

Roads closed or 
reclosed by British 

since 1/1/75 

12 

24 

2 

4 

2 

1 

45 

- - .. _ ----------_._----

'rABLE I 

Roads re-opened 
by locals 

since 1/1/75 

9 

18 

2 

4 

2 

1 

36 

( 2G Fcbrunry 1976) 
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LOUTH / 
DOWN 

LOUTH / 
ARMAGH 

MONAGHAN / 
ARMAGH 

MONAGHAN / 
TYRONE 

MONAGHAN / 
FERMANAGH 

CAVAN / 
FERMANAGH 

LEI TRIM/ 
FERJI.tANAGH 

DONEGAL/ 
FERMANAGH 

DONEGAL/ 
TYRONE 

DONEGAL/ 
DERRY 

TOTAL 

--

- - - · ---·~- -- ·-- ---------·- _________ .. _____ -------

'rABLE II 

BORDER RO~D CLOSURES 

J 

Roads closed or rcclosed Roads re-opened by 
I 
I 

by British since 1969 locals since 1969 I 
J 

I 

1 1 
I 
I 

I 
1 

10 9 
I 
I 
I 

-1 
I 

35 19 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

16 3 
I 
J 

I 

11 5 
I 

~· I 
I 
I 

6 -
j 

I 
5 4 I 

I 

12 3 

16 2 l 
.. 1 

I 

26 1 l 

I 

138 47 

I 

(26 February 1976) 
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LOUTH/ 
DOWN 

LOUTH/ 
ARMAGH 

MONAGHAN / 
ARMAGH 

MONAGHAN/ 
TYRONE 

MONAGHAN / 
FERMANAGH 

CAVAN / 
FERMANAGH 

LEITRIM/ 
FERMANAGH 

DONEGAL/ 
FERMANAGH 

DONEGAL/ 
TYRONE 

DON E GAL / 
DERRY 

TOTAL 

----~~--
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BORDER ROAD CLOSUR S 

Roads closed or reclosed 
by British since 1969 

1 

10 

35 

1 6 

1 1 

6 

5 

12 

16 

26 

138 

---.-----------~- -

TABLE II 

Roads re-opened by 
locals since 1969 

1 I 

I 
I 
I 

9 I 
I 

I 

I 

19 I 

I 
I 
1 
I 

3 
I 

5 
I 

I 

I 

-

1 

4 I 
I 
J 

~ 
3 

I 
2 I 

I 
I 

1 

47 I 
I 

I 

I 

(26 Fe brua ry 1976) 
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I l30RDE.R f\01 D CLOSURES (2 tv' are h 1976) T;3LE III ! 

L__ 

closed 
Rca cis as "o. of No. of l No. closed No .. % of all border actual Approved Concession ( Unapproved No. closed~ as % of ns % of cross-Counties crossings roads ! actual unapproved bo=C.er roads roads · roads 

( 1) ( 2) { 3) ( 4) ' ( 5) ( 6) ( 7) (8) ( 9) 

Louth 33 25 3 22 3 12% 13. 65J. 11. 4;~ 

T 49 57. 8~ ' 
Monaghan . 128. 99 6 10 83 (including 1 49.75% (excluding 1 45.2% 

concession concession 
.road) road) 

I Cayan 19 16 3 4 9 7 4 3. 755~ 77.8f 7.3% 

~ 
I 
! Leit.r·m 5 5 5 5 100% lOO~'s 2. 3;; 
I 
L___ 

Donegal 94 74 7 9 58 50 67.4% 81.3/ 33.8% ( incl udint3 3 ( e.i::Clld .ing 3 
.rossings on c ros s .i ng .... on 
concession concession 

.roads) roads) 

TOTAL 279 219 19 23 l 177 114 52.1% 62.1~~ 
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I BORDE.R RO} D CLOSURES (2 March 1976) T;..BLE III ! 

t 
~ 

I closed 
Roads as .... 0. of No. of l No . closed No. % of all border actual Approved Concession junapproved No. closed ~ as % of as % of cross-Counties crossings roads actual unapproved bo=c.er roads roads' roads 

(1 ) (2 ) (3 ) (4) . (5 ) (6 ) ( 7) (8) (9) 

Louth 33 25 3 22 3 12% 13. 65J. 11. 4)~ 

T 49 57 . 8~ 1 

Monaghan . 128 . 99 6 10 83 (including 1 49.75% (excl uding 1 45.~ 
concession concess':'on 

\ 

.road) road) 

t . 

19 16 3 4 9 7 43· 7550 77.8% 7.3% I Cayan 
I 
F--

I Leitrim 5 5 5 5 lOO7~ lOO/'~ 2.3;; 
I 
~ 

Donegal 94 74 7 9 58 50 67.1+% 81. 3~~ 33.8" (includin~ 3 (e.lcclld ing 3 
.rossings on crossing ..... on 
concession concession 

roads) roads) 

TOTAL 279 219 19 23 177 114 52.1% 62.1% 
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On the basis of incomplete fieuros av~ilable from the Department of 
Local Government, the coct of damrgo to property in the Republic as 

a re~ult of road-cratering operations carried out by the British Army 
already amounts to over £327,000. A ··guesst1mate•' of overall darnaee 
to date could push this figure up to £500,000. 

The Department is seeking to obtain from the British authorities an 

acknowledge~ent of their responsibility for this damage. The resent 

position is that the British Embassy has requested information 

regarding the ma~ner in which Local Authorities satisfy themselves that 

the damage was cau~ed by British oper~tions and the arrangenents under 
which they are reimburced by the Department of Local Government. 

Following consultations with the Department of Local Government, this 
information has been conveyed to the ·'mbassy in a 1;ote of 3 March 1976. 
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On the basis of incomplete figuros aV'~ilable from the Department of 
Local Government, the coct of damrgo to property in the Republic as 
a re~uJt of road-crnterin , operatlons carried out by the Brjtish A my 
already amounts to over £327,000. A ·'guesstimate·' of overall damage 
to date could push this figure up to £500,000. 

The Department is soeking to obtain from the British authorities an 

acknowledgefflent of their responsibility for this danage. The !resent 
position is that the British 1mbassy has requested information 

regarding .the ma~ner in which Local Authorities satisfy themselves that 

the damage was cau~ed by British operations and the arrangements under 
which they are reimburced by the Department of Local Government. 

Following consultations with the Department of Local GovernMent, this 
information has been conveyed to the ·qbassy in a Hote of 3 March 1976. 
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+ 
Finds of C.!l?J osives and detonators in Northern Ireland 

1. During 1975 .lill2. finds of explos_ives material, marked for use 
in the Republic (and therefore illegally in1porLed), \aJe.re come upon 
in Porthern Ireland. 

2. b117 lbs • . or undyed IIE manufactured gelignite and 159 
detonators, of British manufacture and marked as being for use 
in the Republic only, were found. 

3. It is not possible to say what percentage of the total finds 

in 1975 of explosives and detonators consisted of material from the 

South, HovTeve1·, for the first 9 months of 1975, 63% of total finds 
of explosives consisted of undyed IIE gelignite manufactured for use 
in the South and approximately 10% of total finds of detonators 1ere 

marked for use in the South. 

4. Figures available for Janua.ry 1976 sho;.J that 91r% of a.ll. 

commercial gelign.l te r·ecovered that month. ",.;as IIE pla.ln dyed 

(approximately 333 lbs.)_ The 27 detonators I'ecovei·ed 'rhich \vere 

marked for use in the Republic comprised 69.2% of total finds . 

+Based on reports furnished weekly by the B~itish authorities 
commencinG 15th januGry 1975o 
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+ 
F·nds of cxp os ives and detonator~ in Northern Ir land 

1. During 1975 l.O.Q. finds of explos.ives material, marked for use 

in the Republic (and the.ref' ~ re illegalJ y inlported), \aJere come upon 

in Porlhern Ireland. 

2. L.317 Ibs. of undyed lIE manufactured gelignite and 159 
detonators, of British manufacture and marked as being for use 
in the Republic only, were found. 

3. It is not possible to say what percentage of the total finds 
in 1975 of explosives and detonators consisted of material from the 
South , Hovlevel·, for the first 9 months of 1975, 63% of total finds 

of explosives consisted of undyed lIE gelignite manufactured for use 
in the South and approximately 10% of total finds of detonators lere 
marked for use in the South. 

4 . Figur s available for January 1976 sho;.] that 911-% of a.l1 

commercial gelignite rtecovered that month 1.;as lIE pla.i.n dyed 

(approximately 333 Ibs . ). The 27 detonators recove~ed which were 

marked 101" use in the Republic comprised 69.2% of totai finds . 

+Bascd on reports furnished ., .. ,cckly by the British authorities 
commencinG 15th januQ.ry 19750 
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Explosives and detonal,ors found in NGr.thcrn Ireland and 

ma~ked for use in the Republic as reported by 

British Em..1~assy in 1975 

EXPLOSIVES DETONATORS 

No. of Lbs. of No. of No. of 
finds Explosives finds Detonators 

JANUARY 15 249 1 

FEBRUARY 12 442 7 

MARCH 2 '33 3 

1':~-PRIL 4 38 1 

~1AY 3 66 1 

JUNE 3 50 1 

JULY 3 11 3 

AUGUST 2 42 2 

SEPTEMBER 4 56 5 

OCTOBER 5 13% 13 

NOVEMBER 10 124~ 13 

DECE~1BER 7 92~ 13 

70 1,217~ 63 

There was a total of 100 finds, 37 of which contained 

explosives only, 30 of which contained detonators only 

and 33 of which contained both explosives and 

detonators. 
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Explusiv sand dctonal,..ors found in N')rthcrn Ireland and 

ma ~ked for use in ~he Republic as reported by 

Brt tish Enu"J' ssy in 1975 

EXPLOSIVES DETONATORS 

No. of Lbs. of No. of No. of 
finds Explosives finds Detonators 

JANUARY 15 249 1 

FEBRUARY 12 442 7 

MARCH 2 '33 3 

APRIL 4 38 1 

1v1AY 3 66 1 

JUNE 3 50 1 

JULY 3 11 3 

AUGUST 2 42 2 

SEPTEMBER 4 56 5 

OCTOBER 5 13% 13 

NOVEMBER 10 124~ 13 

DECE}1BER 7 92~ 13 

70 1/217~ 63 

There was a total of 100 finds, 37 of which contained 

explosives only, 30 of which contained detonators only 

and 33 of which contained both explosives and 

detonators. 
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~~.Pl..Q_f>ives .. c!!sl detonator four)d in Great Britain J975 

There were 20 incidents of unexploded bombs, postal bombs and caches 
of unexploded materials reported. 

1. Explosives 

A total of 929 lbs. of explosives was recovered of whiC11 872 lbs., 
or 94%, consiste~ of undyed mate.rlal manufactui·ed for use in the 
Irish Republic. 

2 . Detonators 

The total numbe.r of detonators recovered f.rcm the 20 incidents \·lD.S 

624 . Of these 340, or 54. 6%, we1 e manufactu.red exclusively for use 
in the Irish Republic. 

~ 
~--------------------------------------------~-----------------
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There '-Tere 20 incidents of unexploded bombs, postal bombs and cacl ·5 

of unexploded materials reported. 

1 . Explosj.ves 

A total of 929 Ibs . of explosives was recovered of whicLl 872 lbs., 
or 94%, consiste~ of undyed material manufactul"'ed for use in the 

I rish Republic. 

2 . Detonators 

The total number of detonators recovered f .rem the 20 incidents 'Has 

624 . Of these 340, or 54 .6%, were manufactu.r.ed exclusively for use 

in ,he Irish Republic. 
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FATAL CASUALTIES IN .10RTHERN IHELJ D 

1969 - 29 Februa1·y 1976 
I 

1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 ~o-- ~ .!.. ..;_~~ ' 

65 
I 

'I'otal !\ L1Ii'ber of Civi1ia s Killed 12 23 114 323 170 167 211 ,l,085__j 
*of v.7 ~ich Sectarian Assassinations ! 

Rc!':'an Catholic victims 90 51 78 92 21 i 
rrotestant victims 39 32 40 57 26 196 

~ 

I 
Total ~ ·u.-:--ber of assassination victims 129 83 118 149 tl-8 526 

Secc=i._..., Forces casualties 

Armv 43 103 58 29 14 1 248 ~-----

-DR 5 24 9 5 7 3 5-:-{ . ., 

'CC 1 2 11 17 13 16 11 6 77 

... u.,;-:--.ber of Security rorces 
l 2 32 10 378 cas1...alties 59 144 80 50 

TOTAL CASUALTIES 13 25 173 467 250 217 243 75 1,463 

records =or 1969-1971. 
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FATAL CASUALTIES IN ~ !ORTHERN IRELA D 

1969 - 29 Febr~cry 1976 

h----
I , 1 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 ?O:-.. ;'L I I 

I . 
1 I 

?otal N llll'ber of Civilians Killed 12 23 114 323 170 167 211 65 11 ,085 
*of v.'::':' c!: Sectarian Assassinations j i 

I ! 
I 

I 21 332 I I _ o!':"an Catholic victims - - - 90 51 78 92 
I -

i I 

I 26 t 
196 J:rotestant victims - - - 39 32 40 57 I I 

j i 
I 
J 

~ I l 
I 

70tal -~Q-:-:ber of assassination victims - - - 129 83 118 149 lr8 ! 526 
.' 

Sece=ity Forces casualties 
, 

Arr;1v - - 43 103 58 29 14 1 248 -~ 

I 
0JR - - 5 24 9 5 7 3 53 --

I I 
I 

r 
I 

cc 1 2 11 17 13 16 I 11 6 77 --

'F0tal . ~u.::-ber of Security rorces 
1 2 59 50 32 10 378 I 

casual t.ie c; 144 80 

I 

TOTAL CASUALTIES 13 25 173 467 250 217 243 75 1,463 

. * , .. records !or 1969-1971 . 
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P ATTE Rl"\1 OF F ATAL CASUAL'r iZS I N NOF.THEB.N IRELAl"'D, FEBRUARY 1976 

I 

1 SECT;..RIAI-: AS SASSINATIONS 

Catholic 

Protestant 

TOTAL 

~-o. ::ILLED B y SECURITY FORCES 

s 

Loyalists 

'h.~ DEATHS 

?;...?..:~.- !·~ILIT~.RY ORGANISATION 
D 2.!·:.:: !-1 S 

IR..:;./ IRSP Fe ud 

P~ov. IRJ .. /0 -,.:: !: ....... IR..;. ·Feud 

UD~ .. /UVF Fe ud & feuds 
T"· i th.:.n uc~ ... ; UVP 

IR~ se .... f-c estruction 

Loyalist s elf-destruction 

Int:.ra-Prov . 

S=:CCRir.-:Y FCRC 

l-.r:ny 

I .... 

RUC 

IRA killings 

ES 

... orr; -- .. ~. 

.. 

i 

~ 

Jl\N FEB MARCH APRIL I J:vlAY JUNE ,JULY AUG SEP'r OCT NOV 

16 5 I 
17 9 

33 14 

1 

I - . . 
I 

1 -
2 7 ... 

- - . . 

- 1 

1 - . I 

. •2 1 

- - . 
2 -

l - .. 
2 1 . . 

3 3 

I I ~- ,. I • ~ .: - .; ~·- ·- "ft -~- _;, ~ , ... .,. 

l 
r.>-'~ .-' ..... ""-' TO':'AL i 

~ 
I 
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l 
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I 
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l 
i 
I 
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P~~TTER1"1 OF FATAL CASUAL rrI:8S I" NOHTLEHN IREL)\,l"'D 1 Ei'EBRUARY 1976 

I 
JAN FEB MARCH APRIL I IvlAY JUNE ,JULY AUG SEprr OCT NOV J DEC TO':'.~"L 

f ~ 
I 

S .... '"'T~ RI'\N ASSASSINATIONS 

I 
I ... ~L. ....... ...." .. 

I Catholic 16 5 
\ 

I 
17 9 

i 
Protestant I 

I 
'=i 

TOTAL 33 14 
I 
1 

) ~-O. KIL:.sED BY SECURITY FORCES I 
I 1 

I I Re?'~,-)l":' ca r ... 5 -

Loyalists 1 -
I 

O-:-'E:::R C I·.7ILIh!." DEATHS 2 7 ' , 1 

.' 

p ;...? .;-. - !,~ I L I? A RY ORGANISATION ' 
n-q , ~~S 
..." ~.-. _!'1 

:R.?,./IRSP Feud - - I , . 
~ -1 P=ov. IR1~/Of£ • IR;' ' Feud - 1 I 

U~A/,(JVF Feud & feuds 1 -
t "y.ith":'n ur;~"/UVF I 

IR~ se.-f-cestruction -2 1 
1 

self-destruction Loyalist - - ' J 
I 

Intra-Prov. IRA killings 2 - I 
------.J 

1 
S:::C:':RITY FORCES 

I 

I 

~r:ny - 1 - , 

.. I 
.... 2 1 

1= 
j 

3 3 
l 

RUC i I 

OT: -fI I I ~, ,. ~ 
I 

..... - .. ~ ,. ) 
~ " 
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