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1. The Taoiseach, vvho \vas CJccompani ed by the lviinistel s for 
Foreign Affairs, Po ts and Telegraphs an~ Labour, xec ived 
a del ega cion from the S.D. L. P. on Thursdc:1y, 27th l.a , 1976 
in Government Buildings. Tl e S.D.L.p. oelegation ompris-d 

3. 

4. 

llr. John Hume, Deputy Leader, llr. Austin Cu:c ie, tvi. Paddy 
Devlin, Mr. Ivan Cooper, Mr. ~earnus IialJ o and /"r. Frank Feeley. 

The Taoiseach suggested discussion on -

(1) the recent moves by Messrs. aisley and Baird for 
tl e forma~X9n of vigilante groups; 

(2) private talks vvhich the S.D.L. P. hare been h: ving 
with the Official Unionists; 

(3) the political situation, etc. in 1· orthern Ireland and 

(4) the meeting with the Secretdry of State for Northern 
Ireland on the follo~ing day. 

The I inister for Foreign ~ffairs said that no announcement 
of the meeting ~ith fk. · ees was being made. 

1~ • Hume said that a roJlem was to t y to keep the ~arty 
toget er . The Convention m8m~el~ of the pa:ty hod remained_ 
togetner as a group and h-ve ben de crlJing themselves publlcly 
as Consti tutency 1{epr senta ti es. The -·ecretary of tate 
hDd agreed that all of the Party's former minist?rs in the 
~xecutive \ 1ould be given full access to Government Uepartmentc:;, 
etc . and that representations bv all former Convention 
mem ers would be' given priority.treatnent. 

They had a meeting vvi th thG 1 ovcrend r1artin ~y@th about a 
month ago and since· then they h:-1d fo lr m-~:::tings with the 
Official Unionist Party, all ·of vJhich huve been coJ.dial. 

he t o sides had exchanged documentc: t e Unionist document 
was a hard-line one an they ave pro1o~ed a ~ourcil of State 
with representatives of all pa .ties on i . The S.D .L.P. 
document had sug~ested that the best way forward 'as a review 
of the 1973 Constitution ct. lhey l a expected that this 
line would be rebuffel by the Offi"ial Unionists but this had 
not happened and they were prepared to go through t e Act. 

he S.D.L.P. were seeking -

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

an increase in pow~rc for a fu ure cevolved Government 
in Northern Ireland, inclu ing res~onsibility for 
policing in th area ; 

reducing or removing he infl 10nce of the Secretary of 
State, as enshr"ned in the 1973 KCt. They envisaged 
him being replacPd by a ~overnor-type figJre who would 
be described pas ibly as r sidGnt or Lord President , 
with titular func ~ions a 1d perhaps an Advisory Council; 

(.;_., 
an Executive or Government~be formec by proportional 
representation, its com usition tube in pr)portion to 
the representatives of the part] e.,s v·illing to form a 
Gove . nment, and 

that the :ct be reviewed at th e Lni of the ~econd 
parliamentary period . 

Or. t hQ q uC?sti on of roporti 01 ·iJ. ovr-: f1I't :nt, tl c. Off ic ia 1 
U Ji~r,ist_ had made a st grJesti~) that ,1

J\2 r ro collition parties 
shou~d go ·~o .he elcctora te f··T. end )r- , 1 t on tl t::i.r p< lici? 
TiE. S.D .. L ...... ,.,-~ l;; not :1re crer' t . .)( 

1 EPQFlJ 

1. The Taoiseach, 'Ivho vI/as ()ccompani ed by the lliinistels for 
Foreign Affairs, Po ts dnd Telegr aphs a n~ Labour, xec ived 
a delegation from the S.D.L.P. on Thursd() y, 27th Ma , 1976 
in Government 3uildings. Tl e S.D.L.p. oelegation ornpris-d 
lIr. John Hume, Deput'( Leader, l\{r. !\usti n Cu:c ie, tv I. Paddy 
Devlin, Mr. Ivan Cooper, Mr. ~earnus I-~lJ on nd lire Frank reeley. 

2~ The Taoiseach suggested discussion on -

3. 

4. 

(1) the recent moves by Messrs. aisley and Baird for 
tl e forma~~9n of vigilante groups; 

(2) private talks which the S.D.L.P. ha 'e been having 
with the Official Unionists; 

(3) the political situation, ete. in 1· orthern Ireland and 

(4) the meeting with the Secretdry of State for Northern 
Ireland on the follo~ing day. 

The I inister for Foreign ~ ffair said that no announcement 
of the meeting ~ith l~ • . ees was being made. 

1~ • Hume said that a roblem was to try to keep the ~arty 
toget er . The Convention m8mbel~ of tho pa:ty hod remained 
togetner as a group and have b en de crl)ing themselves publicly 
() s Consti tutency l{epr sentati es. The "ecretary of tate 
hJd agreed that all of the Party's former minist_rs in the 
~xecutive \Iould be given full access to Government Uepartmentc, 
etc . and that representations bv all former Convention 
mem ers would be' given priority·treatnent. 

They had a meeting with thG llovorend tf~artin ~~th about a 
month ago and since' then they h:-1d fOJr In I::tings with the 
Off i cial Uni oni st Party, all 'of vJhieh huve been COl. dial . 

he t 0 sides had exchanged doe ' ment c : t e Unionist document 
was a hard-line one and they aye pro1o~ed a ~o I cil of state 
with representatives of all pa .ties on i. The S.D .L.P 
document had sugJested that the best way forward \ as a review 
of the 1973 Constit t:on et. lhey 1 ad expected that this 
line vvould be rebuff e 1 by the Off i "ia 1 Unioni sts but thi 5 had 
not happened and they were prepared to go through the Act. 

he S.D.L.P. were seeking -

(2 ) 

(3) 

an increase in power c for a future clevolved Government 
in Northern Ireland, inclu ing res~onsibility for 
policing in the area; 

reducing or removing he infl 10nce of the Secretary of 
state, as enshr"ned in the 1973 Met. They envisaged 
him being replacpd by a ~o/ernor-type figure who would 
be described pas ibly as r sidGn t or Lord President , 
with titular func .ions a ld perhaps an Advisory Council; 

/..;.., 
an Executive or Governme t~be fOIm~( by proportional 
representction, its corn (Jf:,ition to be in proportion to 
the representatives of the partj e',s v'illing to form a 
Gove . nment, a no 

(4) that the ;ct be reviewed at th c lni of the econd 
parliamentary period . 

Or. thQ quC?stion of roportiol 'd , ov r-; nl'l:1 t, tl Cl Official 
U liQr,ists had made a Sl grJest.' 0 ) ~hat ,'JI2 r ro -co l lition parti.es 

- \ Lt i -\; ..... -1''; :.;) S h 0 U 1 d got 0 the e 1 Ge t 0 rat e f (, 1.' e n (j ) 1: - ( I J 01 ,1 \:: .... .J.. pt 1 C.... • 

T lE. S.D .. L. P .. \.,.~ l;; not :J re crt2( t. J! 
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; ... r. 'fume sa.'.d th--t the Official ~nionists had accepted the 
th r three points ~d.thout ~ucstlon. They undertook to go 

~a c~ to their Pax ty to see. 1 f . there wo sa prospec:t of moveJu~ nt 
on t1 e question of proportJ..onal Go':'ern1n: 1t. I.·:r. !ur;)e sald 
th-t the talks were extremely confJ..dent1al. In an attempt to 
st;y in the picture, C~aig ~a~ i~sued ~ublic ~n':'itati?ns_to 
all parties to have tulks Wl t11 h1m. 1 he OfflClC.Il Unlonlsts 
vJere obviously uncomfortablE, ubout the Paisley-Baird activities. 
The recent >rovo activity directed at police women vvas not 
helping the situation. . It had caus?d an en:ot:i ?nal ,uphea :al 
in the Protestant communl ty and the LJJ ster Serv1ce Corps vva s 
th response. 

nr . currie s d i~d . that a t the l a s t meet: n g with the:: u b l in 
Govern rn en t they had ex pre s ~; e d the o pin i on that a ny p o 1 it i c c3 1 
break-through in the I orth \·vould oe in the ,: utumn. Th .... talks 
with the OfficiJl Unionists Vv'ere hopeful, but .1t this stage they 
are aimed at trying to build up a situntion v1here meanirgful 
discussion coulo take place in September/October next. 
r-tefe:L"'ring to their last meeting with the ..:>ecr · tary of ..:>t:.te 
on 17th May, Mr. Currie said that Mr. Rees had given th .m 
assurances that there ~ould be no full-time battallion o~ the 
u.u.R. and that any training of this force in england .ras aiming 
solely at increasing their experience and efficiency. There 
was no question of training them in riot co trol. The S.D.L. 
were qui t e s c e 9 t i c a 1 a bout t h 0 s e a s sur an c es a n d Jt•\r • Currie f e 1 t 
thdt the N~inister for Foreign r\ffair s shoulci raise the mat1.er 
with Mr. Rees, as well as the important question of the U.S.C. 
and the need for the British Government to deal with this 
development immediately. 

In a gene r e1 1 discus s i on which f o ll ovve d on the v • D • L . P. ' s t a 1 k s 
\Ni th the Official Unionists, the lltinister for Foreign / ffairs 
said that there was a danger that there could l e a breac} of 
confidentiality at any time. Hr. l.umc said t1 at the willingness 
of the Official Unionists to talk was an indic~tion of an 
attempt by them to come to erms with the situation. The 
discussions could be ruined if they got publicity. l· ~r . Devlin 
said thJt press queries had been received, but the delj_cate 
nature of the tall's were ap:)reciated and nothing had been 
published. The view was expressed by the delegation that the 
Keverend N\artin Smyth was the only person in tl1e Official Unioni ~.. 
cam~ who could challenge Paisley. lhe tal~s would be 
strengthened if the U.S.C. challenge, which wQs inspir ~d by 
Paisley and 3aird, could oe successfully defeated. I.·:r. Currie 
said that in a recent private convei s ti on \'v'hich he hac with 
Mr . Hest, the latter had m~de quite clear his increasing 
abhorrence of the actions of Paisley. 

8. The 1'.\inister for Foreign J:ffairs said that the Governr:1ent had 
discussed the question of CJn approdch to the British regarding 
the U. S .C. Because of the delicate nature of the proi)lem 
they had decided not to take any action until they had the 
S.D.L. P. 's views on it. l:1r. r,1allon said that a so+""t anoroach 
t t h U . . t 1 1 d } . l. .If'~ -1 (: t .:.t.z.;c-n s o e . S . L, . pa ro s wou 1ave very serlous.1.v'jv ~~·( ... ri.fii-0 

for the Party 's policy on rolicing. This policy would be 
almost impossible to imple11ent if the U.S.C. \·Jere not tackled. 
The whole question of the •ulsterisation" of the po1.1.cQ v.;o~ld · 
be j eo pard i sed • Mr • C u rr. i e s d i d t ha t G m ~ r Sen c e of t h c U . . ~ • C •

1 
'i"" 

could not be se para ted from the whole pos1tJ. on of thC: U. D. R • 11 .. • v-· 
reserve. The level of recruitment to these forces J ad not 
gone up and the result was that members of these force~ wei· in 
·the ranks of the U. S.C. The latter organisation vtl:ls, in his 
view, a cover for sectarian assassinations nd he exp~cted t!.at 
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me ca' ( ·th t the Official Unionists had u cceoted the J\'lr. 1.Ul • ~ • • Tt I 

th r three point ~ithout questlon. ley undertook to go 
~ c: to their Party to see if there was prospect of movr::111ent 
o~ the quection of proportional Go,:,ernln?nt. !\':r. HUf;1(2 said 
that the talks were e~tr~melY C?nfld~ntlal~ . In, an ~tteJ.pt to 
stay in the picture, ~ral9 ~J~ l~sueo pu llC ~n~ltatl?ns.to 
all pal.--t:ies to have t~lks Wltll hlm. [he Offlclal Unlonlsts 
were obviously uncomfortable about the Paisley-Baird activities. 
The recent Provo activity directed at police women was lot 
helping the situation .. It had caus?d an e~otj?nal,uphea ml 
in the Protestant communlty and the Ulster Scrvlce Co ps was 
the response. 

I'lr. Currie sdid,that at the last meet:ng with the Dublin 
Government tl ey had expresc ... ed the opinion that any political 
break-through in the I orth \/ould Oe in the ,: utumn. The talks 
w·th the Official Unionists Were hopeful, but .It this tage they 
are aimed at trying to build up a situ;tion where medningful 
discussion could take place in September/October next. 
rlefel. ring to their last mecti.ng wi th the ~ecrotary of St te 
on 17th ~~y, Mr. Currie said that Mr. Rees had given th .m 
assurances that there ~ould be no full-time battallion o~ the 
U.D.H. and that any training of this force in rngland .ras aiming 
solely at increasing their exoericnce and efficiency. There 
was no qUGstion of training them in riot control. The S.u.L. 
v!ere quite sce9tical about these assurance; and j!,\r. Currie felt 
t ha t the }>.'li n i s t er for Fore i 9 n r\ f f air 5 5 h 0 U 1 ci r a is e the rna t t e r 
with Mr. rlees, as well as the important question of the U.S.C. 
and the need for the British Government to deal with this 
development immediately. 

I nag en e r cJ 1 d i s c u s si 0 n VII hie h f 011 O'd e don the S. D . L . P. 's tal k 5 

\'Ji th the Official Unionists, the lflinis ter for Foreign I' ffairs 
said that there was a cianger that there could} e a br~ach of 
confidentiality at any time. Hr. LUf:iC said tt at the \"illingness 
of the Official Unioni~ts to talk was an indicJtion of an 
attempt by them to come to erms with the situation. The 
discussions could be ruined if they got publicity. Mr. Devlin 
5 aid t h -3 t pr e 5 s 9 u er i e 5 ha d lJ e e n re c e i v e d, but t h G d P 1 j. cat e 
nature of the talks were ap:)reciated and nothing had been 
published. The view was expressed by the delegation that the 
Leverend J.\artin Smytl was the only person in tile Official Uni.oni .!-

cam~ v/ho could challenge Paisley. '1 he tallrs would be 
strengthened if the U. S . C. challenge, which v~s inspiL~d by 
Paisley and 3aird, could be successfully defec: ted. 1':1:. Currie 
said that in a recent private convers tion \·vhj ch he hoc Vii th 
Mr . v'J est, the la t t er ha d m] de qui tee 1 ear his i. ne re cl sin 9 
abhorrence of the actions of Paisley. 

8 . The Mini ster for F oreign l~ff a irs said that the GoVeJ:'nrnE. nt had 
discussed the question of ~n approdch to the 8ritish regarding 
the U. S . C. Because of the delicate nature of the prol)lem 
they had decided not to take any action until they had the 
S . D. L . P.' s views on it . f:1r . l'/iallon said that a satt aporoach 
t th U c t 1 Id h . '\ ~ L .. >.~~S o e • v . l., . pa ro 5 wou avc very serlOUSJ.-v.r ~~ {"~t.li!'0 
for the Party's policy on policing. This policy wOLld be 
almost impossible to implel.lent if the V.S.C. \Jere not tackled. 
The whole question of the 'Ulsterisation u of the policL would · 
be jeopardised. Mr. Currie said that emeI'oence of the U.S.C. 
could not be separated from the whole positj:on of the; 0.iJ.K./rt. j--
reserve. The level of recruitment to these forces I ~d not 
gone up a nd the resul t wa s tha t rnernoors of these forces vI/er: in 
the ranks of thE U. S.C. The latter organisacion W~~, in h15 
view, a cover for sectarian assassinations nd he e)\p~cted tLat 
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··1 e proof of this vvou d be a l pa.r.ent before long. · The 
Provisionals \'Jere· just vJai tin~j for this tyrJe of development 
so that they could r. ta~iate. - epl ying. t? questi?~s from ~he 
1 ~inister for Po~ts a d l eleg:ca phs, th~ VlSl ~or,s sa 10 tr at tne 
fc ct that 1 ai c;] ey and ~ 3aird wer(- cal] :tng ou-c tne U S.C. made 
th - t org nisation m?r) ~Jngero~s th~n the exi~t~ng para-milit~ry 
ones. , 5 rcgords ·~.J e manner 11 \1 h: ch the U:0.v. would operate, 
the visitors felt th~t a l~rQe number of rnob1le patrols would 
be used, conccnt.--ated on rural areas. i·~ost of the meaningful 
t: cti vi ty of thL U.S. C. would iJ~ in the hoy /Portado.~Jn areas. 
There would orobably be ro d-block- for the ostes1S1ble purpose 
of checkit g ~riving lic~nces. ~hese licences betr y d one's 
r liqion. ' ... he delegatJ.on Jl~o ·felt that there vvould be a 
0 u ) 1 j c :L t y d i 1, ! r 1 s · o 1, to the c o mm once me n t of U. ~ • C • pat r o 1 s , \ it h a p~ssible pho~t ogra p! of a pc:t trol operating in a "safe 1t ar ~.)a ' 
such as the "'·hanlrill, being published in the "Nevvsletteru. 

1 5 regards the best manner of dealing ,,,i th the U. S.C., JAr . Burne 
expressed the viE~'·.v th 3t ·tJ; · y should be arr(~sted irn1.1ed~§..teJ_y they 
appeared - for. be~ng t'Jrmea. ~t was <Jn extremely ddngerous 
si tua ti on a ncl lf 1 t once got s·t<.l rt ed the c:cy would go up for 
protection for the minority cOr!lrnuni ty and such a plea would be 
directed to Dublin. inr. currie said that the Party as a whole 
did not have c_;n oppor unity of considering the U.S.C. development 
but his personal vievv was thdt presc.-ure should be 9ut on the 
police ini tic:i J.l y, to Jea 1 'vi t h tl e threat. If the police 
could not cope, the Jritish ,\rmy \vould huve to go in . Mr. r. all on 
felt that it \'Jould be irnpos si ble for the police to deal v.:i th 
the situation as the u.r~.c. v.Tould have information available 
to them as to where .. · .C. p~ trols vJould be operuting at any given 
time and would avoid such area::> l·Ar. Feeley fe 1 t that bee au se 
of the close link be .\'een the T.S.C. and the police, only the 
British Army could lJe trusted to deal with the situation . 
Jv\r. Devlin saio thcJt 5 t •.;a s necessary to put on the record that 
the police had improv ed im1.1e nse 1 y, - tt E:re were so111e very good 
officers nov'l "'"·orking :i.t their o.·:n area. In response to a 
question fran ~ the l\''tinister fer Laoour, ·J.r. Currie said that it 
would be diffi~ult to ado t a flexib)e response to the U. S.C., 
using the f\rmy againcJt them in one arec; and the H.U . C . in 
another. The /-\rmy d-- r ended a lot on the local knowledge of the 
n. U. C • a ncl t r ~ e U. 0. J \ • • He 10 d the c t ron g t= s t res c rv at ions about 
the B. J.C. reserve. Mr. Currie felt thJt from a tactica l 
point of vicv.J it sePrnc d to him thct the r~ . U.C . should be used 
i n the s i t u D t i l. n • _l a i s l e y a r cl t3 a i rd vJ o u l d be fa r more 
discomforted if there was_ confrontation betvveen fellow 
Ul sterrnen than if tr E:: Sri tis 1 .r\i ;·ny 'vvere used . The situation 
could vary from are0 tu urea ur d it Jds accepted that the 
impartiality of the police w~s open to question in some 
1 o c a l it i e s • The r1,i n · s t e r f or I· ore i g n '\ f fa irs sa i d that 
public statern~nts on the matter. might not be helpful and enquired 
as to the possibly of preventjng a propaganda exercise being made 
of the operation. 

10 . [\ 1r • Hum e sa i d t tia t t Ley w ou 1 () 1 i k e t o t a k e up the q ue s t ion 0 f 
c r? s s-border co-o~ era t i on . T r e i',\i n i s t e r f or F ore i g n 1 f fa i r 5 
sold th~t he hc d Just anno11 ced that tho two Governments had 
rc~corn nended to the L: :C the ~on~; ultancy firms who \Vould carry 
out the eros~~ -bordc ·c study in the Derr-y and Don ega 1 area . 
rv:r . Feeley .. )aid he 1-' e l:i.eved t:1a t the first El:.c aid for cross-
border stud i c s s h o u , d h, v e b f ) (\ n t o t l . Nor th-Ea s t a rea • There 
w1s over 30)~ uqempl~y~, ~ent ir t~~c l'ewry/~.,JarL"'enpoint district .. 
,~, J i t h the n e·N p o t in 'c r r en poi nt a nd the dec p s a {a c i 1 it i e s 
at ('Jreenorc the necessary in{ Iclstructurt:: existed for export 
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• 1- f oof of this 'It/a cl )e C3f )arent before long.' Tl e 
Prcvisionals \'ere jl,t vriting for this tyre of development 
sot at the y co U 1 r . tal i ate. ,- e ply in g. t? q u s t i ? ~ I from ~ he 
r.il i~ter for Po~ts ar ( lel C;.c phs, the Vlcltors salO c} at the 
f( et that Pie;] ey al cl 'J ird were cal] :i.ng out he' ".C. made 
th - t org nisatio~ m?~~ ~angero~s th~n t} e~i~t~ng para-milit~ry 
one s • I 5 r (: 9 Cl r (5 '\.. e m ann e I II J h' c h ~ 1 e U: e l." e \'J 0 U 1 d 0 r) era t , 
the visi tore' f 1 t })Ll.J, J lar.~)e umber ot rIloblle p tro 5 would 
be used, cone 'nt.c t on rur 1 a~' as e r:~ost of the meaningful 
ctivity of tn .. U.S.C. would I) In the,Iloy/Portad ,.vn areas. 
her would pr 'I ')" bly be ro J-blo~. fo h ostellslble pUlpOS0 

of ch e c le i 1 9 d r _. v l n 9 1 icE' nee ~ . . he sell C Gce s b try a 0 net s 
r iqj on. The ?eleg tion '11 ",0 f el t that ther:c \"10 lId be ~ 
I) 1 )lic:· ty lil ) .. ! 011 to the cor .rAncement ?f U~.:.:;.C. patrols, . th 
a possi le pho" 6grap of a pc) '1 opeIc3tlng 1n a "5 f If ar 

u c h. a s the ,., 11 a n kill be i n 9 u b.L ish e din . he If e 'v 51 et t er I' • 
} 5 re 9 a rd s the be s t m Cl n '} e 1. 0 f de a 1 i n 9 \Ii t h the U. S • C., 1Ar • Bur e 

xp:r. e sed tl e vi .VJ t} a th y shnuld be rr(0 sted .jnr.1edi ately tl ey 
cJpp red - f " r. b ~ng t'J rmed. ,t \va s ~ n extremely dongerol ~ 
si tuation and f 1 t onc got ~'t "rted -c:, cry \J ou d go up for 
r otection for the minority COr .mu i ty and such a plea would be 
dir~cted to Du lin. Ilr. CUl'Ije said that the Party as a \i ole 
did not h ve '..on oppor un:ty of co sici rinJ the U.r' • • developme t 
but hi p rSJn:'l vie'N ",as that pre~cu P should be p t on the 
po 1 ice in i t i ~i 11 y, to J..: a 1 ''; i t h t} e t hre cl t • 1ft he p 1 ice 
co u 1 d not cop e, the ~ r i .1 . ish , .... r my vI/a u 1 d hu vet 0 go in . . v\r • . a 110 n 
folt that it wOlld be irn 0 ib e "'or th police to deal with 
the situati.o as the u.(~ C .. \i/O 10 h' e i1 formation available 
to them as to where . ' .c. pC! trols vlouid be oper- ing at any given 
tirlle Cl d \; 'ouid avoid such area JAr. Feelpy felt that beca use 
of ' he cl 0 se 1 in - be i \ le e n t lv~ f 1 • S . C • a nd t 1 C po l:i c e, 0 n 1 y the 
ritish Army cOlld}) trus d to deal with the sit Jation . 

r(IT'. ')evlin saio thcJt 'it f/as n-cesc:,ary to put on the record that 
the poli ce ha:1 irnpr o fed in r. e ne _1 y, - tl re ,ere SOt, every goo 
orf icers 1 0',,; ',,~'ol"ki ng.i. thGi r Q./In a rea. In re Sf onse to a 
uestion fro . thE: Minist r fur Laoour, 'ir . Curri said that it 

wo Jld be difficul t -Le ado t a .C' exibJe respon __ e to the U. ~.C., 
u C) j n CJ the hI m r a ~j Cl i 1 S t the r i 1 0 ne a r () and the ){ .. U . C • i n 
nnother . Th- /-\ rmy i re i ded a lot on the local knowledge of the 
R.V.C. and l.t), U . •. {e' H_} d the ctr\.)ngest rescrvatio s about 
the 11.. J. C . r ~ 5 t . .L ve • l'ir. C U L' e f e 1 t t h c. t from a t act i ca 1 
point of viCIlJ .! t se f~rnec1 to hi m that the l l . U.C . should be used 
in the si tu~)-Lil)ne -'aisley at cl aird \Jould be f r more 
discomforted if her './as confro nt : -Lion b tween fellow . - -.... 

Ul .. .,terrnen than if tr =? 3rit ic} .£ rlny V-JE.r used . The situation 
could vary fr( In aret3 tf) are~) 0f 0 it J' 5 accepted th- t the 
irnpartiali ty of th Cl po ice ~ld~ o:)en to q cstion in some 
10 C Cl lit i e 5 • he I' n . s t r f 0 -, 1 .. 0 e i 9 I I f f c i r 5 sa id t ha t 
pub 1 i est a t ~ rn 2 n t son the rn Cl t I. er In i 9 h tot be he 1 p f u 1 a nd e nq u ire d 
as to the possibly of prevertj 9 a pro~ ganda exercise being made 
of the operatio • 

10 . !\ r. Hum e -aid t hat t 1 ey W ou 1 (J 1 i. 1 e tot a l' e up the q ue 5 t ion 0 f 
c r? ..J 5 - b 0 rd e' . co - 0 ~ er '. t . 0 n . . T} e ,1i n i s t er for For e i 9 n 'f f air s 
suld thc.;1, he h~d JUst. annotlrce that the two Governments had 
recom~ended to t e E£ the con ~ulLa ncy firm who would carry 
out the c r 0 S ~:.> - b 0 r c C d tu d y in the Del y a nd Don 9 <] J 1 are a • 
t':r . }-'eeley )a.' (he -!..i ved ti t the fir~t EEc aid for cross-
border stu lies Sh00~d h·ve bC0n to t! A orth- ast r a . There 
vV i: over 30,:~ uqempl J "Ient i r t. e t Jewry 1'. 'arl'enpoi nt di strict. 
~'Ji tl the ne' art i ,',. rrenpoil t '3 d 'he deep s a facilities 
a t c) re e nor c t h n <? c .~ S s r y in { c t ru c t u r t; ~ xis t e d f or ex p 0 r t 

----------
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pro · e c t s operating on a cross-b o 1 de r b 3 s i s . fvU: • 1
1 

·.) e 1 ey a l ~ o 
rn nt·i oned the possibi1i ty of a brjc'ge-link between Jarre1 ;Joint 

and 0, eath. 

The J\1\j nister for Foreign 'ffai rs said that the !lort.n ·.:ast had 
been proposed by the British originally. It \.Jas · question of 
putting proposals to the Br:tish and he vvould ta1'e the matter 
up with them. lv~~. I--lurne mentionnd that l~~Jrthern IrEland Cjvil. 
servants we1~e say1ng that the relevant Government Uep0rtn1ent{ 
in Dublin vvel e dragging their feet in relation to Carlingt ord 
Louah. He also felt that the pos~ibility of a joint 
ind~strial es LJte in the North- '~·)est area· rn.ight be look~.d at. 
The I·1inister for Foreign 1·\ffairs said that. the Northern Ir elat 1cl 
Jv.inistcrs w~r~ ~not sho\.·ing much enthusiasm in relation to 
cross-border ca~operation. 

Mr . Cooper said tha~ t l e opr1ortuni ty might be taken in th(? ·· a lk s 
the followin~ ~LY wltt1 Mr. rlecs ~o.refer to the continuin0 talks 
betvveen the Brl t1. sh a nd the Prov1 Sl onJ ls or repre sen tel +:L re 5 

of r~inn Fein . These talks eroded the position of th~ .~.U.L.P. 
and J~~r . ees hdd refused to say that the talks vJO'Jld not be 
continued . lvJ?· Devlin confirmed that mc-l.etings w ~re stiJ.J. 
going on at fa1rly frequent intervals. 

The terms of the statement which might be issued to the , r 55 

were agreed and the meeting then concluded. A co ~ y of tl e 
statement which was issued is attached. 
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pro j Cl C - cop era in 0 n C I os 5 - b 0 r 1 e r b 5 i 5 NiX. 1 ~ e e y a 1 r- 0 

I 1"i n~d t e possibility of a brjc'ge-linl be""Cvr ~n ,Cl 'rell l.Jo.l.nt 

and (lIe th. 

The N\j nister for Fore:" gn I ffairs said that the No' h ' .. ast hac 
bet:n propoced by the BJ i ti~h origina .ly. It Jas question of 
put i n 9 pr 0 r 05' 1 S tot her i t ish u n d hew 0 U 1 d tal' e the m t .1 

o witl th m. Mr. rurn f71entioned that i~~)rt}er n IrEland Cj 
Servants ~' t:e sayin~J that the re evant oVE __ nment J.J{ partmellt 
in uJlin we.e drcgginc their feet in r ... lt tion to :'llingtord 
Louah. le al 0 felt t at the rossibility of a joint 
ind~strial es Jt in the North 11'.'est area' m· ght be look~d a- • 
The [IF n i .j t er for For i 9 n f· f f air s aid t h t. the No. t 11 ern 1 I e 1 a [ ld 

1\ i stcrs w~r~ ~n ot sho\,': ng much C?nthusia srn in rela tion to 
c ross-bord~r to'ooer tion . 

Mr . Cooper s~:d ttat tie opportunity might be taken in tl lks 
the folloNing de. y 'vith ]'lr . ees to refer to the COl t:i.nuin/~ tall's 
be V.J"~ n the Bri ti hand the r rovi si onJ 1 s or repr SI-I.. cJ ti 'e 
of .:jinn r-ein. These talks erodec the position o[ tl (. · ).L.P. 
and I ~r • e e 5 ha d re f u s d to say t h 23 t the t a 1. k S V J 0 J 1 d not b C? 

cont inued. A~. Devlin co firmed that meetings ~ re still 
going on a falrly fre uent intervals. 

Tie terms of the stat ment which might e issued to 'he: r ~S 
were agreed and the meeting then concluded A cO'Y Ol tl e 
stat ment which w s issued is attached . 
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