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IlEPORT OF MEETING BET\VEEN J\'IINISTERS AND S.D. L. P. DELEGATION 
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1. · The Taoiseach, accompanied by the IvHnisters for Foreign Affairs and Industry and 
Com1nerce, met a deputation from the S.D. L. P. in the Council Chan1ber, Govermnent 
Buildings, at 5 p.1n. on Wednesday, 22nd Septe1nber, 1976. The n1en1bers of the 
S.D. L. P. delegation \vcre Messrs. G. Fitt, J. Hume, A. Currie, a11.d P. Devlin. 
Officials present were lVIr. P. I<:eating, Secretary and Mr. S. Donlon, Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Messrs. D. Nally and W. l(ir\van, Department of the Taoisoach. 

2. The Taoiseach welco1ned the S.D. L. P. delegation. He said that the Gover1unent 
here were concerned at the lack of progress on the political front in Northern 
Ireland. There were a nun1ber of possible reasons for this. It might be the result 
of a deliberate policy on the part of the British Gover1nnent. Alternatively, it 
could be the result of the fairly recent change of Prime 1iinister and the change of 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland which, while it had taken place only recently, 
had been in the air for quite son1e time. The Minister for Forei Affairs said that 
he would be meeting the new Secretary of State, J\1r. Roy Mason, in London on 
Friday, 24th September. The Government were anxious to have S. J). L. P. vje,vs 
on the situation in the North before that meeting. 

3. Mr. Fitt said that since the last meeting between 1nembers of the Govermnent and 

4. 

the S.D. L. P. many things had happened in Northern Ireland and many things had 
failed to hctppen there. Jfe said that there \vas a very groat deal of frustration among 
members of his party and of other parties in the North at the present time. 
This arose fro1n the lack of political initiatives by the British Government. 
It seems that Mr. Enoch Po,vell \Vas having some success in securing agreement to 
the policy he advocated of putting the question of devolved Govermnent for Northern 
Ireland on the long finger. There was a grave danger that the British Gover1m1ent 
would wish to refrain from jnitiating any develop1nents jn Northern Ireland until 
the devolution question \vi thin the United I{ingdom generally \Vas settled. The British 
Government was in a s· tuation \Vhere it could obtain only a small1najority for its 
measures in the I-Iouse of Co1mnons. In this situation, they had an interest in 
securing that the 10 Unionists did not vote against them. His assessment \vas that 
Mr. Callaghan wished to remain in office as long as possible. It \vas necessary for 
the S.D.L. P. and the Irish Governn1ent to take account of :rvfr. Callaghan's likely 
readiness to neglect Northern Ireland. 

Since the last meeting with the Government, the s. D. L. P. had been involved in the 
inter-party talks with the Offj cial Unionist Party. It had emerged from the various 
developments that there was no solid Unionist approach - there had been a great 
deal of splintering among the Loyalists. This \vas so particularly in the Official 
Unionist Party where there were a number of people whorn he felt \Vere bitterly 
regretful about the lack of success in the inter-party talks. The S.D. L. P. now 
felt they hag fone to the end of the road. They had bent over backwards to be 
reasonable ~ they had been 1net with a stone wall on the Loyalist side. It now 
seems that the Loyalists entertain hopes that they will be successful in having their 
own way. They now seem prepared to go on with indefinite direct rule coupled '.-vith 
an attempt to secure extra seats for Northern Ireland at Wesbninsler rather than to 
have a further discussions with the S.D. L. P. on how a devolved Government could be 
constituted by agreement. This was completely unacceptable to the S.D. L. P. It 
meant that the Unionists were attempting to dictate to the British Goverinnent,to all 
the parti.es in the British Pa1:liament and to the Irish Govcrnrnent. All these parties 
and the Council of Europe had agreed that the way for\vard for Northern Ireland \vas 
on the basis of the policies embraced by the S.D. L. P. and the Irish Government. 

1 If the British Govermnent continued to adher to this policy, they should be talking to 

I the Unionists and telling then1 the realities of the situation. At the present tint o the 
S.D. L. P. did not lmow what British policy \vas. The tendency had been to throv.1 the L _______ r_e_s_p_o_n_s_ib_i_ll_· t_y_r_o_r_ g_o_v_c_r_nm_ e_n_t_J_· n __ N_o_r_t_h_ex_"n_r_r_e_la_n_d_o_n~t-o~tl~lC r·artie s 8 nd the peop 1 c in 
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Northern Ireland. The S.D. L. P. \Vere now seeking the support of the Government 
and of all tho political parties in the South for tl eir efforts to get the British 
Government to reaffirm their policy and to take necessary action. The S.D. L. P. 
were still holding together as a party but no one could predict ho'v long this could 
continue in a situation of drift and political vacuun1 in Northern Ireland. The 
deputation had co1ne to seek the support of the Government. 

Mr. Hume again referred to the efforts the S.D. L. P. had n1adc to secure agreen1ent 
with the Official Unionists. He recalled that they had gone so far as to propose a 
revievv Qf the Governn1ental arrangements at the end of a second parliamentary term 
in order to give the necessary degree of assurance to tho Loyalists. At the end . 
of tho series of discussions those involved on the Unionist side had agreed to 
recommend a meeting to their colleagues and indeed the 9th of September had been 
settled as the date for this meeting. Then, quite suddenly , had con1e the decision 
of the Official Unionist Party not to proceed further vvith the talks. This had left 
the S.D. L. P. hanging over a cliff, politic ally speaking. It was no\v clear to thon1 
that the avenue of seeking agree1nent \Vith the Loyalists was barred or excluded. 
The S.D. L. P. had been faced with tho necessity to re-appraise their policy and they 
had in fact carried out such a reappraisal. It had been clear that \Vere they to 
persist in a policy \Vhich clearly had no chance of success that they \vould look very 
foolish indeed and might face very adverse electoral consequences with all that this 
in1pl· ed for the elimination of the political process in Northern Ireland. They 
had been very conscious that all the other options open involved serious risks. 
However, they had decided that if they \vere to allow matters to drift along as at 
present where the only indication of British intentions was the hope that Unionists 
would see sense at so1ne stag-e in the future, t~c final outcome could be most 
unsatisfactory. The outcome might be a form of total integration within the United 
I<:ingdom involving devolution arrange1nents on \Vhatever basis \vas settled for 
Scotland and Wales or the accession to power of a new Cbnservative Govcr1nncnt in · 

1itain \Vith the possibility that they would be prepared to restore Jnajority rule 
in Northern Ireland. In the view of the S.D. L. P. either of these outcomes \vould 
be disastrous for their party and for the Dublin Government. 

6. They had decided that the only course open to then1 to protect their interests and those 
of their electorate was to put pressure on the Braish Govermnent vvho had all the 
responsibility for Northern Ireland but had been sitting on the fence and thro\ving the 
blame for the lack of political progress on to everybody else to exercise their 
responsibility. They felt that the tune had come to bring about a change in this 
British attitude. In the S.D. L. P. view, the faHure of the British to set out clearly 
their tern1s for Northern Ireland had been a prin1e cause of the failure of the 
Convention and of the inter-party talks. This was the bacl~ground to the statement 
which \vas issued by the S.l;:>. L. P. 01i 16th September. In this statc1nent they 
had posed certain questions. They had called upon the British Government to 
explain the meaning of various things. They had asked what the British Government 
meant when they said that the Northern Ireland proble1n can only be solved by the 
people of Northern Ireland themselves. They had asked whether the guarantees to 
the Unionist population of mon1bership of the United Kingdom were unconditional. 
In fran1ing their questions, they had been concerned that increasingly the Provisional 
I. R. A. were ~oming to be seen as the core of the Irish problem. In the S.D. L. P. 
view, it was the Unionists who were at the heart of the problem. The Irish 
Government had taken strong security measures against the I. R. A. This indicated 
that we had a security role in relation to the Nort.hen1 Ireland problem. It followed 
that the Irish Government also had a political role. The S.D. L. P. felt that the 
Government here would have greater strength in pressing the British Govermnent 
than would the S.D. L. P. itself. In their view the British Goverrunent had not been 
n1eeting the Irish Goverrun nt politically at all. The S.D. L. P. wished to lmo\v \Vh' t 
\vere the views of the Cove .. mnent on the state1nent which they had issued. 
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The inister for orei said that he wished to tease out certain aspects 
of the S. DL. P. staten1ent. It \Vas necessary that the Governn1ent fully understand 
the state1nent before they could give their views on it. He enquired as to what 
range of possible responses fro1n the British Govermnent the S. DL. P. envisaged. 
Mr. Iiume said that the whole basis of thejr thinking \vas their vje\V that to let the 
present situation drift continue \Vould be disastrous for the S.D. L. P. He asked 
whether the Government agreed with thi.s vie\v. 

7. ~1r. Currie said he appreciated that it was necessary to assess all the implications 
of a policy and that it was difficult for the Government to give their reaction to the 
S.D. L. P. state1nent until they had teased out ·its meaning fully. On the other hand, 
the hoped the Govermnent would appreciate their position \vhere their options were 
numing out. They had chosen a course \Vith minilnum risks. They \Vere not the 
only people asking the British Government to clarify their present attitude. The 
statement issued by the Official Unionist Party at the conclusion of the inter-party 
talks had also referred to the adverse consequences ilov.ring fron1 the lack of 
clarity in relation to the British Government's attit-ude. The S.D. L. P. vie\v was 
that if they allo\vcd 1natters to drift, it would be suicidal for then1. They were 
particularly concerned 'With the danger that the question of goverm11ent for 
Northern Ireland would be lumped \Vith the question of devolution g3nerally \vithin 
the United I<ingdonl. All present were a\varc of the argument that had been 
advanced by Enoch Powell that \vhat was good enough for the rest of the United 
Kingdom should be good enough for Northern Ireland. When the devolution 
question in Britain was finally settled, there could be a strong lobby in favour of 
this attitude of Po\vell , that the governmental arrangements for Northern Ireland 
should be the same as those for Scotland - \Vhere there had been no 1nention of 
power-sharing in any regional government. Since everybody \vas co1nmenting 
ad Tersely in relation to British intentions, tl e S.D. L. P. had thought that this \vas 
the thing to home in on. 

8. The Mjnister for Forei A fairs said that both the S.D. L. P. and the Irish 
Government had hitherto been working on the basis that if tho British Gover1u11Cnt 
made it clear to the majority in Northern Ireland that devolved Government 'vould 
only be conceded to the North if the arrangements settled provided for full 
participation in Government on the part of the minority, the Loyalists vvould 
eventually come arotmd to accept that they could only secure a devolved Governn1cnt 
for the North on this basis. Unfortunately, the strategy had not been ·working. 
One reason for this \vas that the British Government had avoided clarity of 
expression in their statements for some time past. A further reason \vas the hope 
that the Unionists entertained that a return to power of a ·Conservative govcr1nnent 
in Britain would bring them a return of mnjority rule in the North. The election 
of Margaret Thatcher as Leader of the Party and the appointment of Airey Nenvc 
as spokesman on Northern Ireland had boosted Unionist hopes in this respect. 
It was likely that the Unionists had concluded that the s. D. L. P. \vere less able 
to resist pressure for an early move towards devolved government in the North. 

9. Mr. Devlin said that it was not fully true to say that the strategy \Vhich had been 
pursued had not worked. It had worked to some extent although it had not as yet 
culn1inated in ·success. Ho\v;;;r, the scope of political moven1 nt was no\v 
greater than it had been at any previous time in the North. The Official Unionist 
Party had established their right to hold separate talks with the s .. D: L. P. At the 
present time, various bodies such as th trade unions and the off1c1al churches 
wore lobbying intensively for the establislnnent of a partnership government. 
Within the Official Unionist Party there ha.d'been three groups. There was, firstly, 
a group which had always been ready to accept a settle1ncnt bas d on agrecn1ent \Vitil 

the S.D. L. P. There was secondly a group which bad been con1ing around to 
acceptance of such a settle1ncnt. Finally, there 'vas a s1nall group of pcrsol1 s \Vho 
had been directly involved in the writing of the Conventi n Report n_nd \Vho \ve r c 
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pretty well wedded to the tenns of that Report. Mr. Harry West, the leader 
of the party, had made a statcn1ent at a crucial time that it would not be 
possible to fill all the offices in a Northern Ireland Government from an1ong 
the ranks of the party because it had insufficient talent. This had led to 
a backlash from such people as John Laird and John Taylor and the backlash 
had taken the form of a breakdown of the inter-party talks. The prospects for 
agreement would have been greatly helped if l\1r. Rees or Mr. Callagh:tn or 
both had clearly indicated their support for a broadly based achninistration 
and if the Unionists had not been receiving comfort from Mrs. Thatcher and 
from Messrs. Neave and Biggs-Davison. _ 

10. The Taoisea inquired as to whether ,vhat' had in fact happened had been a 
• I 

recurrence of the consistent pattern of events in Northern Ireland since the tilne of 
Terence O'Neill i.e. that one experiences a certain amount of move1nent but 
that this movement stopped completely once the hard-liners cried "stop". 
Mr. Devlin said that this was so but again stressed that conditions in the North 
were now more favourable than at any time for the er11ergence of 1nass support 
for a partnership administration. The l\1inister for Industr 
inquired whether his impression that the rug had been pulled very suddenly 
frrnn under tho inter-party talks was in fact correct. Mr. Hun1o said that the 
meeting \Vith the Official Unionist Party to discuss the further progress of tho 
talks was to take place on a Saturday. On the Friday night, Mr. W st had 
made a state1nent already mentioned. This had been a significant factor 
in the decision of the Unionists not to proceed further vvith the talks. The 
Minister for Industr and Commerce said that he accepted this. However, 
he felt that there must be something deeper underlying this decision. This 
might well lie in the evolution of attitudes \Vithin the Tory Party in Britain. 
He inquired as to whether there was any evidence that somebody in this party 
had actually proposed a deal to the Unionists whereby they would promise 
support for the Conservatives in return for a promise of a restoration of the 
old Stormont. Mr. Fiti. confirmed that British ambivalence was a powerful 
influence. 'Vhen Mr. Wi !son had been Prime Minister he had been pulling 
Mr. Harry '¥est aside and \Vhispering to him that certa.in things \Vhich had been 
said did not in fact mean 'vhat they seE:nned to moan. Mr. Fitt felt that there 
was little hope of an agreement at present between the SDLP and the Official 
Unionists because of the fact that both sides in the House of Con1mons wore 
courting Unionist support and accordingly, adopting an ambivalent attitude. 

11. Mr. Hume said that there had been a constant drift \vhich was bringing then1 
further and further away from power-sharing. The IrishDilnension had gone 
out of the window first. Following that, there had been the dropping of the 
term ''power-sharing". The SDLP had not objected to the change in. 
tennino~~¥ so .long ~s there wa.s a commibnent to the substance.. However, 
they could/acquiesce m the continued drift away from power-shar1ng. The 

inister for Industr and Co1nmerce said that Mr. IIeath, when Prime 
Minister, had been one of the most resolute of British figures in maintaining 
and expressing British policy. He represented a certain strand in the Tory 
Party, admittedly not a strand which was in the ascendant. If the British 
were to come round, it would be necessary to work on both parties there. 
The Minister posed the question as to whether it was possible to work on the 
Tories. ·The Minister for Forei Affairs said that if the Tories made it 
clear that they were adhering to stated British policy, it would make it less easy 
for the Labour Party to shift R\vay from this policy. Mr. Currie said that 
Messrs. Neave and Biggs-Davison had identified themselves more closely \vith 
the Unionists than had any previous British politicians. The Taoiseach 
inquired as to 'vhether this was a straight deal for th3 ten votes the Unionists 
commanded in the House of CommoJ;ls. Mr. Currie said that B·ggs-Davison 
n1ade no bones on this score. r. Devlin said that some of those at the helm 
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in the Conservative Party were the type of people who had links with Rhodesia 
arrl the ljke. If one \vas dealing \Vith Heath there might be some prospect of 
progress but at the present time one was dealing with a "Dark Ages" group. 

12. The Iv1inister for Foreign Affairs posed the question as to \Vhat tactics \vould 
be sufficiently po\verful to deflect both British parties from courses of action 
and attit-udes that eminently suited them at the present tim e. Both had vary 
strong incentives to continue the equivocation which is undermining our policy 
on the North. Mr. IIume suggested that the objective should be to get a very 
clear statement fro1n them as to their continu~d support for a partnership 
administration. If they vvere not prepared to give such a state1nent, h~ considered 
it unw·ise to co-operate vvith then1 in any area. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
re1narkcd that this was not a way to make the British change from their present 
positions. In practice, Messrs. Heath and Whitelaw \vho continued to have 
influence in tho Tory Party would probably not tolerate implementation of a 
sell--out. Ifowever, the Unionists do not believe at the present time that these 
people would be in a position to stop adoption of such a policy by the Tories, if in 
government. The Minister again posed the question as to \vhat \vcapons \Ve had 
to pursuade the British. Mr. Fitt said that the state1ncnt which had been issued 
by the S.D. L. P. reflected very faithfully the vie\VS of tho party Executive and of 
the forn1er Convention members. No words of his could adequately convey the 
depth of the frustration in the party at the present time. The minority population 
in Northern Ireland ·would not meekly accept a continuation of the present situation 
of drift and vacumn. Some n1cmbers of the SDLP were begilming to think in 
Provo tenus. It \Vas no use ·waiting for another two years. By that time the 
SDLP \\rould no longer be in existence. One could not expect n1en to ontinue 
to bear the burdens involved in a situation \vhore there was no light at the end of the 
tum1el. Where \vere SDLP supporters to go if the party disentegratcd? So1ne 
might go to tho Alliance Party which was b· sically a unionist party. Others n1ight 
turn to support the Provisional Sinn F~in and IRA and this was bound to lead, in the. 
end, to an overspill of violence throughout the whole island. He remarked on ho\v 
quickly Ruairf 6 B1~~daigh had sought to exploit the SDLP statement. 

13. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he had not yet received ru1y adequate 
reply to his request on a suggestion for a1 propriate tactics vis-a-vis the British. 
Mr. Hu1ne said that the first thing was for the SDLP and the Irish Government to 
agree on vvhat was happening and for both to go and see the British on the n1atter. 

· The SDL P had already put their views before the new Secretary of State, Mr. 
Mason. They would also be putting their views before Mrs. Thatcher. An 
approach to the B "itish by the Irish Governn1cnt would have the effect of clearly 
disassociating the Irish Gover1unent fron1 the politics of drift. The l\1inister 
for Foreign Affairs remarked that the suggested type of approach would be all 
right if it worked. Mr. Hume suggested that it was necessary to make an approach 
whether it worked or not. It would have the effect of 1naking clear one's political 
position. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that this ,vas all right up to a point 
but that if one went public, one might have started a drift towards an outcome \vhich 
one regarded as very undesirable. Mr. Currie inquired as to the Gove nment 's 
view as to the extent to which their strong security policy would give added leverage 
on the British. The Minister said that it had the effect of putting the Irish 
Government in a strong moral position. 

14. The Taoiseach said that as on a previous occasion, the result of the last General 
Election in Britain had not helped the situation. Mr. Fitt said there would 
probn-bly be a further election in Britain next year. The Taoisea.ch said that it \vas 
very clear that tho British Primo Minister had considerable proble1ns in r lation to 
devolution. The basic question remained how did you bring pressure on the 
British to change attitudes that suited the1n and how did y u get the1n to adopt 
courses of action \Vhich both n1ajor parti s there might consider likely to 
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jeopardise their prospects of forming a Goverrunent after the next election. On 
the Tories' attitude , Mr. Devlin said that while they gave some con1fort to the 
Unionists, they were not in Govor1m1ent at the present time. His view was that it 
was better to concentrate attention on the present British Government. If they 
stiffened their attitude, this \vould act as a ]_X)le of attraction, given the assistance 
of tho bi-partisan policy. In any case, his vie\v \vas that the Conservatives \vould 
not be successful in the next election in Britain. Mr. Devlin referred to .the very 
large British balance of payments deficit and to the continuing fall in the value of 
the pound. Tho British Govenuncnt require as 1nuch good will as possible from 
other countries in the circu1nstances. The s_ituation n1ight assist us to put some 
pressure on tho British through other people within the European Comn1unity. 
Tho Taoiseach said that the attitude of Irish voters in Britain wou]d have some 
inDuence . Mr. Currie said that he fully recognised that it was absolutely vital 
for the B itish Labour Party successfully to resolve the devolution in question. 
The only lever he could see vvhich the Irish Government possessed \Vas the \Vay in 
which it dealt \Vith subversives. The Minister for Forei n Affairs said that the 
action taken by the Government here against illegal organisations was dictated by 
don1ostic concerns and that any indication on our part that v.re were easing up in our 
pressure on these people might give the British a further excuse to get out of the 
North. 

16. Mr. Fitt said that unless the British gave a clear indication of their support for a 
partnership administration there would be no SDLP niter the elaps0 of some tunc. 
Recently a resolution suggesting that the party should call for a declaration of 
British intent to \vithdraw from Northern Ireland had gone to a vote in the a party 
and it \vas only tho strong advocacy of the members of the deputation vhich had 
led to its being defeated. If such a resolution vvere adopted it \VOuld get into the 
press, with all that this implied. Mr. !fume \Vondered \vhether the British 
Government cared whether or not the SDLP survived as a party. The Taois ach 
commented that they did not care who survived so long as they (i.e. the British 
Government) survive . The Minister for Forei n Affairs again suggested that if 
the British \vished to get out there were dangers in any action \Vhich might give 

c ) them an avenue to do so. Mr. Currie feJt that if they ·were proposing to got out, 
l 1t t it \vould be as vvell to lmow it. 

t 
17. Mr. Hmne said that the SDLP wore very concerned about the extent of 

unemployment in the North. They thought that we could probably pressure the 
British Govormnent to take the necessary action in this sphere. A start had 
been made on cross-border co-operation in the EEC-supported studies. Ho\vover, 
this \Vas only tinl~ering \Vith the matter. The SDLP had developed proposals for 
joint industrial estates. It was not envisaged that these would actually straddle 
the border physically but rather that labour could be drawn from both sides of the 
border. They had identified three specific possibilities - the first was an estate 
on Lough Swilly, drawing labour. from tho Northern Ireland side of the border. 
The second project was joint promotion of Strabane and Lifford as an industrial 

. centre. The third project was an industrial estate at Newry \Vhich would draw 
labour from the Republic side of the border. They felt that this approach would 
help to build up the Irish Dimension in a way which would not impinge on the political 
area . However, successful progress in this economic area could have 
political effects as a by-product. Their proposals \vould be facilitated by the 
fairly imminent expiry of the Safeguarding of Employrnent Act in Northern Ireland 
under the provisions of tho EEC Accession Treaty. They wished to have 
consideration given to the proposals they had mentioned. Mr. IImne mentioned 
that the Northern Ireland area of theConfederation of British Industries had also 
put forward proposals for cross-border industrial ooperation. They had 
suggested that a petrol-chemical industry in the Republic might provide ravv 
1naterials for other industries in the North. Tho Minister for Industry ru1d 
Commerce said that further investigation of the possibilities in this area would 
be extremely valuable. A consider· blc amount of work ln d been done at the tilne 
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of the Sunningdale talks but there had been little follow-up on this since. 
This area could now be re-opened. Mr. Devlin asked \vhether the Government 
would be prepared to provide facilities for discussions with competent persons 
here to a s1nall delegation fron1 the SDLP who had been dealing \vith economic 
matters. The ao· ea J and the Ministers indicated that the Government \vould 
be very happy to provide such facjlities. The Taoiseach had to leave the 
meeting at this point. 

18. In further djscussion, the SDLP indicated that there had been considerable 
intensification of British Anny harassment recently. They expressed their 
misgivjngs at the conjunction of Mr. Mason .. as Secretary of State, Sir Frank 
Cooper as Permanent Secretary of the lVIinistry of Defence and Sir David House 
as General Officer con1manding in Northern Ireland. 

19. In bringing the meeting to a conclusion, the ·nister for Forei Affair~ said 
that \Vhile his 1neeting with the Secretary of State on the follo\ving Friday \vould 
inevitably be in the nature of a preliminary reconnaissance of the ground, he 
would nevertheless put strongly to Mr. Mason the points \Vhich had been made 
by the SDLP. The Minister said that it would probably be necessary in the near 
future to go to a higher level with the British Goverrunent and also to have talks 
with theTories and atten1pt to influence then1, possibly through the agency of 
Messrs. Heath and Whitela\v. The Government \vould require some time, say, 
two months, to pursue diplon1acy and he asked the SDLP to give them his much 
time before they (the SDLP) took any further action. The Government were 
quite clear that the situation could not be allo\ved to drift and the SDL P could be 
fully assured that the assessment they had put before the Government would be 
considered very carefully indeed. 

24th September, 1976. 
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FROM THE SDLP. THE TAOISEACH WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. OR GARRETT FITZGERALD T D, AND THE MINISTER FOR . 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. MR /JU5TIN KEATING T D. THE SDLP DElEGATION 
CONSISTED OF MESSRS GERRY FITT, JOHN HUME, AUSTIN CURRIE A D PADDY 
DEVL I N. 

DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO /THE NORTHERN IRELAND SITUATION WERE 
REVIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT BREAKDONN OF THE INTER-PARTY 
TALKS AND THERE WAS A FULL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ALL MATTERS OF 
COMMON INTERESr. THE SDLP EXPLAI~ED IN DETAIL THE BACKHROUND ro ~ 
THEIR RECENT POLICY STATEMENT. 

THE QUESTION OF A JOINT APPROACH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF BORDER AREAS 
WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. 
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