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_ H .... PP 1 J\1"E ill J STER 6 Januc. ry l97E" 

f c. (;) 

I asked Merlyn Hceco to come back speci lly from No . ·thern 

Ir land this aft ~ rnoon so that I could review fully th situction 

in Armagh with him, the Se cretar} of State for Defence and some 

of my o Lher col J cagt es with the help of 'tbc. Defence Chj ef.::>. I 

have j us t . fj_nislJed and I \Vant to let you l""now straight a\vq,/ t h e t 

we arc l:aking, and int e nd to take, all pos s ible stepv to deal 

wj_ th th j_s si tuat jon in the light of the dreadful ev nt s of 'Ll18 

past fev; days. 

'!her should be no under-estimating the g--avity o · the 

situation. Both Catholics and Protestants are in very real f ~ ar 

of tb ir lives and the risk that one group or the other will 

continue to murder is high. 

Merlyn Re s got ~11 the Northern Ireland politicians 

together thj_s 1n.orning and also saw the ULCCC and pressed them 

to use their infJuence in favour of moderatjon, but they are 

under very heavy pressure from their rank and file. 

Extra police and troops have already been drafted into the 

area but given the nature of the situation and the fact that 

there is a debate on the Conv ntion Report in Parliament on 

Monday next more needs to be dou ~ . The Spearhead Battalion has 

started to move today over to Northern Ir ~ land and will be 

deployed in South Arm(;-~gll. We need to catch a relatively smalJ 

numb e r of people, on both sides, and no effort will be spared. 

/I wanted you 
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1 wanted you also to J(now thr:tt ~/e propose soon to cspatch part 

oJ the Speci.al Air Sc:r:vic8 who L.re trained particu.larly for 

surv~illanee and are panticularly well suited for the kind of 

probl m whic.JJ we ~ace.. We are nlso cxam ~·l jng urge1 t1y a number 

of other m-·· s 1 r s anc Ml.:.!rlyn will be abJ c to talk to Pat Cooney 

wh .; n he s ~e s him on Thursday a1d Frank Cooper will be able to 

gjve additional deta"l s when be comes to Dublin on Friday. 

I am very conscious of the need to be seen to be dealing 

on an even-handed basis, and both in what we do and what we say 

we shall be concerned with the whole of Armagh and the "murder 

triangle". 

I am certain that we shall need to step up our co-operation 

on the Border and we are indeed grateful for all the help that 

has been given to us in the past months and for the excellent 

results that the Gar~hi h:::tve achieved. 

It is a sad stu.rt to the New Year but we are utterly 

determjned to bring matters in Northern Ireland to a happier 

state. 

His Excellency Mr. Liam Cosgrave, TD. 
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