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to deal with the problem of terrorism. 1he Gardiner Committee ecom en 

new offence of terrorism but a th Attorn y G n ral said i winding up the Deb t 

on the second reading of t er ency Provisions (Amen nt) Bill last ne 

felt that it was better o mak individual offences as c ear an e~ir·c as 

possible, nd new off nces of r c uit'ng to an illegal organisa ion n tra·n·ng 

other i t e use of arms n xplosives were introduced. 

I 1ave several tim s exp ained o the o se th diffic 1 ies n s c ·ing for 

membersh·p of a proscribed or anication. It as een urge upon th Government 

that they should adopt a provision similar to that operating in the Irish 

Republic under which p osec tions can rest upon a declarat'on by a Chie S p=-rin­

tendent of the Gard, that tot best of h'a belief a man i am mber of the IRA. 

understand why this rovi ion c be u ed i he Republic but to trana:;,lat it to 

Northern Ireland w ere t r i divide communi y no be ave pt bl and 

it would set back the ace pta · ity of the police throughout th comm nity which 

bove all is important in purs terrorism. 
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to this nd as solut"on foun • ~ne House will kno tha th port of the 

Law Commissio on Conspiracy and C'imina Law Reform as publi e on Tuesday. 

am, with my co eagues, u y g his eport and will pay part"cular regar to 

its applic tion to Northern rel din our con inuing at i s. 
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'fr t~ p oblem E lways cin th Gov men th so ime"' w 'lf ce of 

om . people ·n Norte Ir nd bot t ·s c~ v d · th. ec1r1t 

fie d. e give t · ' nfo , tion o~ hern ·e n n ~ eekly s 

quar erly statist· cs ;;..re p"' ace in the House of Commons ry . n a di tion 

we .ave mo .nted a cam ... ie;n i, h ort er Ireland press ·o giv fac u 

'nformat'on. The Arm and t e police get very tired of po itica y motiv ed 

critic · ms of the'r t· i is~ It ·s, in ~act, the success o' t e 'UC d 

t e Army., aided by th sig l..t.·c ntly growi g number of people w o no vo n ... · r'ly 

hel JJ f. nd gi v · nformati )n to the po ice, that provides hope for th, futu e. 

In ?It, 1,073 persons were co v · ct of sche u e offences; in 97 _; the fl._} x 

wa ,090. At prese11t n r y p ople charged with s ri) o en ,e r 

wai 1.ng tria So fa thi y r, ~~74 ersons have b en c: ar ec. i .h t .rro · st-

type offences includin 5 h mur er or attempted murder. !O s 

persons have been c arged r·r arms offenc s, and 63 wit xp os..:..ver.-

offences. ~ince tie b g1nning of the year, the security ore ha e faun or 

neutra ised over 15,00 lbs of exp osive~. 156 weapons hare been rec er d. 

How many lives have th se succ sses of the security forces saved? Do t s. 

remarkable figures indicate · nact · vi ty by the secur · ty forces'? )o port 

the shameful allegations that, for some incomprehensi le polit'cal rea n, the 

Government is restraini g h sec rity forces in Norther relan '? 

The success rate in recoveri g explosives found in the past two month :sa 

remarkable story. But we her on y too ittle of these su~ces e:.i. Wo ~e, 

are oometimes told that the ecurity forces are deliberately inactive. 

Th n there are those peopl who d iv across parts of the rov'nce ard · l, e 

that tl ey see no soldiers. The GOC deploys hi.;., soldiers fo ope ti na ., c nd 

not for presenta ·onalt reasons But in 1975, there were , 03,878 searches 

of vehicles and 30,092 hose earches. 377 travel in gunmen w re chcr ed ·n 

19(5. Can anyone j stifiably say t not enough is being one? As av 

said, · t i for the GOC to decide how "to deploy his troops, an .- t would not be 

in the public interest ·~,o d · sclose eta 'ls of troop movements. 

The ous will know that, espite the continued successes of the ~ecur·ty orc\s, 

terrible incidents conti to occur in orthern Ir land. But t illus .rate the 

effectiveness of t pol'ce an 
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b rr ) 1 n f ~ 1. , st on 2'? • :50 111 rst 1 t.1 · + t r ~ m .. .. e oeen cha. 

w t e m n· e .rr- of thr. ~ or .. n .' n lO u..- 0 he outsk'rts of 

rrh e Ct vernnent fo its )ar will o everytl ing i car to DSis th p: .>1 

I · ,r n rn re Lan.d to uphold t. e rul· of aw through t c Army a·:Hl h police. e 

cont ' nue top omo e co-oper t ' on it the Government of t e lepub.L1c ~he e 

themselves had conspicuous s cce s this year in d aling with terror ·st s. 

•re ror · st<~ must be concerneu t t e recovery of explos v s by the · o Gov, ments 

We recov red 5 tons in 1977 and ha a most recovered ., tons al·cendy in .t9?~ . 

1 un erstand that some 7 tons of xplosi ve has been fo1 nd in the ~out· "e c n ,ly, 

a good deal of it in transit to th orth. 

t succe~ ses against the t .rr r.is a e only a meanr-; to n en • That en 1 ... · 

Lhe re. toration of law t:tnd o:- ·,r i n Nor hern Irelan(. We must lo \IJ l'l.. t 

s f r this reason that I an . ·n · Jt rial col eague in t.ner D r"'m · J ·s c re 

uow _xamin ' ng the action and r so rces req ired for the next fe years to maintain 

aw nnd order, how best to ac ieve the primacy of the police, the size anc. ro of 

.toea ly recruited forces and the p· ogressive reduct'on of the armed fore s as ~oo 

as is afely practicable. Th ·ta lishment of the RUC is now 6,500 n with a 

strength of 5,000 there is no immediate restraint on recruiting. It is only n 

the context of the effectiveness of the police that we can talk abo the 

reduction of the Army, but I want to make it clear that it is t1e d t rmi. at ' on 

of the Government to keep the Army in ~orthern Ireland as long a ccssary. The 

Detence Review does not affect this determination. 

We are re-examining thee tablishment figure of the RUC with the Folic' A thority. 

I am· . so exam ·ning the ro of the Police Authority nd, without pr ice to 

thio, plan for new appointments when existing appointments exp·re in une. Tnis 

is all p rt and parcel of the Government's desire to restore the primacy o the 

police in Northern Irela~ 

Sine the publication of the White Paper in 1974, we have steadily progress. with 

the difficult task of r stori g prim cy of the police. Since my an ouncement 

of the extension of policing in eptember of that year;-the RUC has increased in 

size by 500, and the RUC Reserve by over 2,000. There are other factors, ali of 

which have contributed to restori g the rule of law in orthern Ireland - t e 

release of all detainees, the ending of special category stat s or those commit-

ting offences after 1 Marcn, the real·sation that be no amnestY. an 

th kno 1 dge that ose who commit crimes will be taken through the co rts. These 

facto s show the Governm t' r olv • 
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1l'l!ese arc all aspects o th Governrten tJ 

to Northern Ireland. The Clnef Co :l ... , tabl 

concern tha no, 1 · ty s 10 l r _ L' 

· s subject to no-on on op_:at~onal 

matters; the courts are in penden · ; ana the orthern re an Dir .. c.t >r of r'Ubl1.c 

Prosecutions has statutory re pan ' bi. ity for prosecutions in ortlern Ireland. 

Th's is all as it should be. 

1~1e otA er rnajor problem which m o 

management of the economy '11 b 

have overriding priority is th economy. The: 

a major aspect of posi~ive d~rec · rul. 

'lhe ou is familar with tne t re of the economic pro l ~ms. I will menti on 

only one figure, that for unemployment. the number of unemployed in Nort ern 

Jr land now st nds above ~0,000. A o t l in 10 of t ~ ork o ce i out of work. 

There are some parts of the Province where the figures are 3 times a bad, an 

even ;1orse. 

Mr rt hon Fr'end may have mor to say on the economy - t t e end o 

if he is left time to do so. 

ne deba. 

'Ibis however I will say. The strict operation of the market force would lead 

to very great economic problems in Northern Ireland - much greater than they are 

now. 

Naturally Northern Ireland has to play its part in the Government's economic 

s trategy. Within that broad requ· ement the Government's public enditur 

pl ns are by no means ungenero s to Northern Ireland. Over the next j y ars the 

broa picture for Northe n Ire an ie no~ t t there wil be severe retrenchment 

·n public expenditure; it is rather that expenditure w"l level off. There is 

s · 1 provision for growth in the nrogrammes of the gr atest social and economic 

sign'fi,ance - housing, eal · an persona soci l erv · c s, e ucation and 

in ust ial development. What is mor , in all m jor programmes except roads and 

environmental services, as are 1 ction of the greater need, pu lie exp n ·t re 

~ ead in Northern Ireland will b significantly high r t roughout the 5 years 

of the planning period than it w'll be in Great Britain as a whole. This :s the 

er to people who claim to ae vi ence of the Government's intention to with­

trw economically from orth rn Ir land. 

r!e House will shortly be con idering a proposed Order in Counci whose main 

purpose i l be to establish t orthern reland Deve opment Agency. we ha 1 

a o be exam·ning he struct re of the conomic Council, to see wh ther it can 

e re-organised in a way which wil enable it to play an even bigger role in the 

economic life of the country. 

5. 
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cau e oft~ .eve "ty of he cono :c roblem~ no fac~n o t. ern a 

h ve tecided on a wide-ran ng r vic 1 of economic n ind ~tr· 

e Ho as told about h·a nan awer o a Qu st·on w icl I gave la t w ek. 

e ao not expect to fin any pan c a. But we must take he . su e o. 

prob e s and see whether th e isting w ys of dealing wit hem re ad~qu .e. 

hav oken so far about t o of the key problems that we face in rorthern 

re and. Security and the econo y. But in the last few min tea uld i e 

to p· t a s igntly wider v·ew. It is a v."ew tat I have put before t is o se 

.:ons nt y. The re po · : 1 · y for orthern Ir nd rests · th the o rnment 

nd w·t ·h · o ouse. It · p t of h United Kingdom. The pro 1 ve 

talk d ab ut are part of hat · me nt by direc rule; I co ld hav talK d about 

oth r aspects of it. cou d. h v tal e , for example, about the ·.mpor u.nt work 

don by the Ministers and the Civil ervants working for the Depar en ·s of 

~ealth and Social Serv·ces or Eduction. These too ar a par of · r ct rule. 

There is no question of there be "ng a vacuum. 

y own belief is that the recent public opinion polls which ind~cate that a v ry 

large number of people in Northern reland accept with equanimity, na eve 

approval, the idea of continued irect rule are not too far off the nark. · e 

same polls, if they are right, show a worrying increase in the number of people 

o are prepared to accept the use of v · olence to further politica nims. To 

th ~xt n th t there is tru · n th·6, ten must co ti ue n n-reas o\ 

~ff orts the security front, and to this end al1 b r n in h. cot se 

of tr e umm r, th &e ... gency Prov · s·· ons Act. And th ~ Ho se hou kno th; have 

not h sitated to make full se of the po ers ava ab e to m un er the Prev ntion 

of Terrorism Act. I shall also ren w the Direct Ru e l gislation. 

e shall also oe putti g our mind o the d1ff"cult problem of hana i g 

or Northern Ireland. But I wa t to ma~e c ear that the responsi i. ity 

Ho use for Northern Ireland affa·r rests with me and my inis ers. 

egis tion 

o the 

Above al , what we need to do is t concentrate upon giving orthert I eland good 

gov rnment, fair government an r · rm goveznment. I do not claim tha sh ll ·n 

tJ is way provide a aolutior to a the problems of orthern Ire a , b t t o 

not myBelf believe, in the ligh o istory or of y own experienc over t!e p st 

two years, tl At here are ny asy sol t · o to t e probl rn of o thern Ir .. ar d. 

beg · nning of w"sdom in orthern Irel nd aff irs i to nccept this. 

Our task dour responsi il " y m st be to govern. Th"s w shall o. An to share 

our ideas on security and the conomjc si uation is an important p t of this proce s. 
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