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1. ing pr paration o r co r h naiv report, t e 
following is an account 
it ealin with 

- r 1 tiona w n t 

t olicy doc nt 

- co 
to 

ani 

o ion 
it i 

a a as n of th iacuaaion th 

LP and t e Gov rn nt, 

--------~~--------- Go r nt 

rt 

2. er w re thr tiona d alinq wi r lations with th 

ublic, two of th critical of th Go nt'a unw1111ngne a to 

rt infl nc o h ritiah Go rn nt (i) to clarify it 

nt ntions on t ortb n (ii) to i 1 t her at t policy of 

ower- h ring in orth rn Irel an the third c llin for th 

d v lop nt of lur list oclety in the ublic to bel lea n 

naions betw n orth South and within the orth. h a w r 

d bat for out half n o r on th rid y ft moon ry f w 
legates h d arrl en th ai fe tur of the debate w atron 

tt c a on th Gov rn nt'a or h rn Ireland policy y s a ua allon 

nd rank ly. allon • attack wa arti lar1y stron • ccu 

the Govern nt of buil ing a rli wall of in4iff rene betw n th 
orth and South nd said that this w a ving vastating f ect o 

the orthern Ireland c unity, p rticu1 rly that of th nority. 

I licit in v rythin h said as that t e Gov nt hould id ntify 

its lf clearly and excluaiv ly wit the minority a r y 

the DLP and h ae d to thr at th t if this did not hap en, th 
inority, including a 1 at so of tb ir 1 ct d r pr s nt ti 

ou1d take their quidanc fro other partl s in th orth ho w r 

, 

ing the running (1 •• th rovoa.). DUblin could not, h a 1, 

op~oae th 1 s of th or h rn Irel nd inority ho ante ritain 

to 1 I 1 n • he nthuala with which hl int rv n io 

w a ap cially fore Hu e to s a i on 1 tfor , 
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tha , 

ha 

e rtyr 

r , 
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rty 11 

it h Gov rn nt. explain d 

co ct in priv te nnd th t this 

over t last fiv y r Th r were, 
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cour e, 4ifference. of opinion from ~ a to ~i but the pas in 

of re.olution. a~ conferena wa. no~ the way 0 r .01 th •• 

Mfferanee.. The two tion. crit.ical of the Go maMln~ a approach 

In it.. cont.act with the Brlti.h Go nt v r oompo.it.ed ana put ~o 

a vot.e. ~hey er 4 f a~ed y 26 to 24 but only f r a r count. 

(On y reckoning, the first vot r •• ul~ d in ~he tlon beLDg carried 

by two YOU.. In e iD~eri , ad i~ional aele at been allowed 

eft~er the hall.) ~ aignlfic nt .le nt. 1. that a clear 

jori~y of bot.h t.he former Conven~ion er. and the p rt.y Execut.ive 

vot.ed in favour of aotion. 

3. While th ai.cu •• ion on relation. with the Republic va. t.he 

prel~n ry roaDd in t.h tu •• le t een the p y leader.hip (Fi~t, 

Hume and Currie) and the rest. of th platfo party (fo r Convention 

_Imer the arty E out.!".), the aba~e on th policy do t. 

~artner.hip In Ireland va. clearly the fir.t round propar. The 

nl'ljmftl_ft~ • ub ttad to confer n by ~ .. cut! where It b d had 

a at.o y pa •• age n pa.. d by a jority of one a~ a poorly 

a~t Dde4 et.ing. Paddy Daffy propo.ed and Ivan Cooper .econde the 

propo.al that it ~h bec tl e4 ~y were 

a ported by , llon, ra4y (Down atrick) and O'Donoghue 

(Newcaatle). T elr 1n objection 0 the do nt (Ann x I) oent.r 

OD the wording of t.h third pollcy pOi t. vi.. Intenance of the 

position of orthern Ireland within the Unlted KiD94 a. long aa 

ajority of the populatlon of ortherD Ireland wiab i and they 

argued bat. it .hould be no part of DLP pollcy to IntaiD t. unlon 

an4 tbarefor appar tly t.o ain~al ri~i.h in901 nt. ID Irl b 

affaira. C rrie .. de a Yery eff def ea of the 40C\Dll8nt, 

r lyi 9 • a~ ahakily OD t SDLP con.tit. t.ion, article 4 of which 

~r. th. party ~o objecti of pro 1D9 the eaua. of Irish 

unity ba.ed on ~e COD.en~ of the jority of people iD orthem 

Ireland. Satiafi that. th y had aahie 4 their object.1 of caating 

4 t.. 0 a pr 10 aly a croaanot policy a roach, t.h 110D/Duffy 

gro 4i4 not pull out 11 t a d ben tb 0 t wa. t to 

a YOU, it. wa. adopte4 by 10 0 27. The 21, hov r, gain inclu .4 

an e1 nt. of h platfor. party &Dd le at ai r. of th 

former Con.ant.ion (!2- th par y Exe t.lve aa port in the Ir1ah 

Ti a of 4 De r) apoke and 90t aqalD.t 40 D~. '!'ho. 

oppoaing the 40 t alae Incl a l1iah ro , Inly f 
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aat lfaat and south Antri , Which ob ected to t 
the Irish d n ion. 

ha 1• on 

4. 

which 

The ain debate t th con er nc was on c site tion 13 

•call on t e riti h Governn nt to declare it intention 
of wit raving to give t e ivid d opl of North rn 
I a tb o portunlty to n gotlate final olitlcal 
solution an 1 atinq c in North rn Ireland". 

It vas a lively, oompreb nsi.a debat co let with procedural 
wrangl a d, on both aides, a ran • of chea hich pp al 
reason an to tion. I lat. ly before the d bate on the 

rry Fitt had deli rea his ann 1 addr •• to con erence ana 
practic 1 purpoa this s a fenc of th rltish presence 
bitter attack on the lat nt Rory O' r dya in the party whoa 

to 
tion, 

for all 
and a 

object! a v re iden leal to thoa of the Pr voa. It was vintage 
Fitt thouqh with a slightly r due uota o joke and thinly 
disguised thr at that h would 1 a th party ratb r than 1 ad it on 
the baaia of a policy of Britia ithdra 1. Paddy Duffy introduced 
the tion with a poorly deliv. d in rv.ntion listing the a on• 
Why the British p • nee vas he in Ireland. Se 

llon d a w 11-prea ted, clear 1nte tion backing DUffy, 
pl inq la loyalty to the SDLP constitution and bitterly d yinq 
that he a a lat nt 0' rady. Th ritl r nc had fail d to 
resolve the economic, aecurity and political probl of orthern 
Ir land. At be rt., e ryone in Ir 1 v ae ritaiD out and 

ther •• no advantag to gal 4 by aup reaain this deair 
fudging th r al political iss • ia atyl of livery - he i an 
xper1 4 produ r with t r dr tic rou a d vas offer d an 

Abbey ~e t oat in 1173 - vas brilliantly calcul d to appeal to the 

differing b ckgroun4a and • of the d le a an his point t 
the atl ility of the tion with the party conati~ tion aa 
parti larly convincin • So pow rf 1 va ntion that , 
who b 1 ed to ep ak b 1 ter, d nd ry o viou 
arran9 n~ to apeak nex • I was o e of hla at chea at y 

nf re and ha an i rln on h eba •• a vhol , no 
leaat 1 it cancelling of the 1 dia i act 

llon. w t to • Britain 90 bat also wanted to • • a 

• -3-

at lfa t and aouth Antri I which ob ect d to t ha ia on 
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I th o portunlty n gotiat fin 1 olitical 
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It as a l1v lYI oompreb n 1v. d bat co let with rocedura1 

vrangl a nd, OD both s1dea, eh a hieh pp a1 to 

r aaon an tion. I iat ly fore the Cl bate on he 

rry Fit h d li red bi. ann 1 addr •• to con er ne ana 
r etic 1 purpoa • tbi. a a ne of th ri ish prea.ne. 

b1tter ttaok on the lat nt ory 0' radya i the party ho 

tiOD, 

for 11 

and a 

objeot! •• v r i n ieal 0 thoa of th It waa vintage 

Fitt though ith a alightly r due d uo a 0 joke and thinly 

diagui.e thr at that h would 1 a party rat r than 1 d it on 

the b ai. of a policy of ritis 1 . Pa dy Duffy !ntrod cad 

th tiOD with • poorly aeliy ntion liatin the • ons 

why the ritiah p • nce v.. he in Irel d. 

ade ll-pr a tea, clear Int tion b eking Duffy, 

in his loyalty 0 the SDLP constitution and bitterly d yi 9 

that he a lat nt 0' raay. Th riti h r ne had fail d to 

reaolv th eco amic, .ecurity and olitical probl of orth rn 
Ir land. At b rt~ e ryon in Ir I w ritain out and 
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fudging th r al political 1.. i8 styl of ia n 

xperi ce produ r vi th te r dr rou off red an 

y Tb.at oat 1n 1973 - va. r1l11antly ca1culat Cl to appeal to the 

4ift ring background a and of the 1 an hia oin t 

he at1bility of the tiOD with the Party con t1 t10n aa 

par icularly con ineing. 1 ntion that , 
who b 1 d to ep ak latar, ry 0 viou 

wa 0 of 8 at y 

rin on a. a whol , n 
n~ to a ak nex • 
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cancelling a of the ia i act by 
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ol tio .. 0 0 t at ra ab r hi a 11t.1cal 

t tra io fruat.ratio •• ala for a liay. 

1 t.r 1 1 n ly 1• tba the 1 1 

• t 0 1 
ri vu 0 

1 1 

•• 0 t t • 
if yo n ti r 

• em I on y 1• to 
,. 1 fl n • t 

1 q 

1 de leer ate at conference to issue such a 

to 

1 
I " • t.i 0 0 of 
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11 ou t r 1 ot.al 
ry for 
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o r je tio • ce 
ia 

• • 1 ly 
loa Oft 
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o 10. t 

.1~toD 

• 11 c 1 
11ay 

• 11 

~1IM1D1. 1. 



• he otion f t d by 153 to 111 it 12 t ntlo ut 

th 1 tfo rty split 1 or it r 1, 15 in at an t 

i ifican ly of 1 x-Con r t, 10 vot in 

riti h it rawal. The allo , Ouf y, D vlin, 

coo r, c r y, ly, Daly, J n~ron d 

Joh 'l'urnly. t th x-Co r, Vin loa y, 
wa no pr nt n vtrt ally o t of oli ic • t h to 

1 kno to f vour riti it raw 1. it n" ow find 

th 1 1 din party o p lie r r n jorlt. of 

0 r ot r p r to ac official p rty 

6. Th t ird ro in t t n t 1 rshlp th 

at of th latfo rty c on u a ion of t.io (10 ) 

i tructin to un rt e an 1 t dy 

of ne ot1 in c 0 1 ol all 1 of 

rty ry 1 it . 

T Cooks to ( ha u tt iacu aion p r 
( II) o 

in 

ptanc of his oc arty so 
of in h Duffy/ llon grou a w, ho t 

ory on tion 109 llon put it 
rward , Y to o for n 

po 1 1. • felt 1 

o r 
fro 

t 1 aa on rs ip 
1 t 

d 

1 

his c i on wh1c 
of th 
db t 

rty ' a internal poll cy 

lnd s 
4& ....... ..,1 tion to 

ibl o tio • 'l'h in ap 

Coo r nd 

t of t. 

147 to 1. 

an d pit 
0 

1sc a1 
ny of tl 

conf rene 
or th 

147 ot a c 

finite mandate 

co n tha in th priv cy 

o 1 T u it •• that t 
con uc a on h sis of th 

tudy of inde e c aa 

f 

a !nat it by Currie, 
an Pitt h y now b co 

n he 11 for 
o thi it. - 1 w a carri by 

0 p opl r 

oppoa d to i e n nc n o tio t w o o f 1 h t th pr aent 

olit1c 1 itu tion calla fo a horou h reaaa a nt of th p rty' 

otion w f 

1 tfo rty • lit 1 

ly of 1 
f riti h 

Coo r, 0 r y, 

John urnly. 

w no pr. nt n 

1 kno to f vour 
th 1 din 

not 
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an 
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u it • that t 
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an h b 

re not 
it 

t 0 o f 1 

h r •• •• nt of th p ty' 
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r itional olic an ppro c • uf Yl 11o ou will 0 , 

how v r, it r th r • thy n r th 

h vin a d fo a eo ction ich to b 
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• on on in c 
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ions in nt , port in e to h arty 
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follo 

r 1 in y a 
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will 
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so lon , 1 
wl hdr wal wa 
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r 
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ht 
and not withe 

ho 

ro Curri 
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11 is on 

1 ir 
1 th 

DLP ni ht 
lo at 
it dl w 11 1 t 

11 1 
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Y r 
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th 

t th 
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niqht - not 

and th n n r v t 

r Y 

i 

tt r of ti 
to n in h 

fte ath of ttl 
for j d in 

or , tho 

bl hel 

itio ally 

th c k 

1 not 11 

for 

au ort. 

t 

ill 
ct of 

1 in u trio , 
rt in that this 

h infl 0 h rov •· on DLP hi kin ia no jor 
on • ot ly DLP r r • t ti th ir osi io a of 
1 rs i y t vo • but th r ar 

t 0 now or in riti h 1th ra al , at 
, in nent r vos. d ir ctly infl c y 

• a, th flu n of t Provoa. ia in ir c 

d 1 eGr y ot • th point to 
t in heir r joining tb 
Pro •• 0 ly ay onrar .. Oth ra, 

r icul rly ho aetiv in loc 1 0 r nt, aid th t th y 

, 

-"-. - .--.-----~----

ra Itional olley an 
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h vinq a 

on! rence, 
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1 1n 
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7. A r 11 1n ry a ••• a t of h cont rene hi hl! ht8 h 

following otnt. 

rly jud 

control ov r p rty 
r action to 1 

ir. I 

art1elpa long, 1 

vote on ritlah withdrawal w 8 
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la fIrst rlva 

In th 
DLP nl hts 

1 00 

ctlon r 
ar 

fter th 

to p 

to proc 
ss a. 

resIgn 
ow only a 

not 
rlvat 

ar y 

lalnt 
tion 1 con ext of th i 

to val for a few 
t conferenc. h 8 fou ht 
!ffie lt aitiona and not wltho 

ly D vlin, Ir ho h s 
ally n a wIthin the y 

stint 
wIll 

sup or ro Currl 

for nCJ' 

to 
ftermath 

80 h 

for j d in t e real 1 pact of 
ack h no f 0 8uch 
t con from coll ag 
re Itlona11y ort. 

1n the car. 9 w eka 1. indu8trio , 
i ia not at 11 rtaln that thi8 

a, 

- th n e of th roves. on DLP hlnkln ia now a jor 

on •• ot only any r 8 ntati 11 theIr osl iona of 
1 aderabl •• ten • but her ar 19-ns that 

a th •• now h ith rawal , at 

n nt Proyoa. and lr etly Inll nc 

flance of t • Pro'VO •• ia indir et t 

ff • a a cG a y t d th point t 
that 1 
Provos. a1n onar . Others, 

rtlcularly hoa et1v 1n loe 1 r nt, aia that they r 
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idk to the teeth of facinq loy liat intranai nee on v t • oat 
nor att ra at 4i triot council atinga nth aft r men an th y 

felt that th only ay to mak any i act on th current aituation 
vaa to go for a laaa conciliatory oaition than that tried ith auch 
patience o r th last four or fiv yeara, 

e ff cti le derahip of the p rty by ia under 
thr at an4 ther waa no doubt about Mallon' a 4ir at bid to raplac 
him. Th conapiraciea against hi ch leaa priv ta than ia 
c:uat ary in the SDLP and, aa far a it ia poa ible to jucl at ~1• 
ataga, a ajority on the n v party cutive ia no longer loyal to 
H 

- tb 4 lega • to i:he confaren , moat of vbom oulc! ot fe 1 
th frustration• of th currant litical ait ation in any direct way, 
are n t u r ady to aban on th itional policy aa the al cted 
r pna tati a • e to be. I note hat tho qh both the at B lf at 
elected r praa ntativea (Devlin B ndron) voted for w1tb4r val, 

at none of th del gate• f the branohaa in that conatit ency 

i ao1 

ch of tba • port for ritiah withdrawal ia co ng either 
fro areaa • cb aa Downpatrick ( cGr y), ew aatl (O'Don09h ) and 

th Clana of ADtrllll ( rnly) whiah ha a no trouble or frOII\ area 
a ch aa ao th Ar a h (Mallon) , raban (Cooper) J'a naqh (Daly) 
whar accaaa to r lati aafe y in t Yent of 4 4 y ai tion 
ia virt ally arantaed. 

Donlon 
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ick to th teeth of facing loy list Intran 1 nc on ven t ost 
nor att rs at lstrict council etings nth aft r men an th y 

felt that th only v y to mak any 1 act on th current sltuation 
w s to go for a l •• s conciliatory o.ition than that tri wlth such 
pati nee 0 r th l •• t four or flv years/ 

threat an 

him. Th 

cu.t ry 
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e ff cti 1 ra Ip of the p rty by 1. under 
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ajority on th n warty x cutlve i no longer loyal to 

- tb deleg • to the confereno , moat 0 who ould not fe.l 
th frustration. of th currant political situation In any 41r et way, 
are not a. r ady to abandon th traditional policy a. the 1 cted 
r pr .entati .. s • to be. I note that t 0 gh both th st elf.t 
elee re res nta lve. (Devlin an B ndron) voted for withdrawal, 

.t none of th del gat • fr the branch • in that con.tit enay 
le! 801 

ueh of the. art for rlti.b withdrawal ls co ng either 
frOJll are ••• ch as Downpatrick (cGr y), evea.tl (O'DonQ9h ) and 

the Cl ns of trim ('1'urnly) which ha a no trouble or from are 
such a •• 0 th Ar gh (Mallon), Straban (Cooper) and F rmanagh (Da1y) 

h re acce •• to r lati .at y in the • t of d cS Y it tion 
i. virt ally &rant • 
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