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I 1;-ish to rG·,)ort thc:..t I recently hacl ltn1ch i:ith i·i l· li:i.chae1 1 

Sr::: cret<:..ry 
J)q12;:'·~·mou t c f For o:Lcn A:fi'a.irs 

~ . I 

Hodc;c f Rol?ubli c of Ircl2..nd D-epar tment 1 I~orci.c;.m and Cor.un on~;c:::>._l·(;J\' 
Offie;e. '\'Jhile I hn:.rc etlimyc :."ouncl it d:if:ficult to get a 

precise clar·i.fication of Hoclc;c ' s role 1·1 itb:in -r;rw P.opublic 

of Ireland Department l gather that he is rcspon3ihlc, in·te~ \ 

alia, fo:r the Foreit;n Office Is interest in internal northern 

IT eland affnirG, cress border f5ecuri ty cooperat:i.or. :Y~.1d the 

effects of the Nor thcrr. I~oltlnd s:i.tuatio:n on Bri t:1:Ln' s l 
cxtc:cnal l~el:J.tion.-;.. 8ome of tlie follo;·ii.J'1{:; points JKtde: 'l·y 

Hodge in the co-...:rso of our conYersation may be of interest 

to the De:rartr1ent. 

He was obvl.ously plc:~. scd by the outcomG o:i:' the striJ:c and 

the ne·l'l status which, in his vic1·r, h:;.d. :nou beGn atto.incd by 

the Secretary of State in the (;yes oi" the pcopJ.c of 1Torthcrn 

Ireland~ Indeed he said that after haviDG uo1~cd hard to 
' achieve this particular posi t:i.on l·!ason 2.nd his ofi":i.cia J.s 

1·1ere very ccnscious that he might net rt-:;ma.in there for a very 

long time either to enjoy the sa~isfnction or to ca~italino 

on the benefits because of the const2nt risk of an early 

general cJectlon. Hodge said ttc..t h8 ·Has not optirr:::.stic 

about the im~cdiate effects of tho ~trike o~ e~~ss-roots 

opinion in Nort~e~n lrelandn Many people ~n No~thc~n 
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, . d"1.>/([- \ i 
I "1:i sh -[;0 r~~l?ort the.. t I re centl.! hbd lUllch i, i th ill' lI:i.ch'J.el , ,\ 

HOO-be s R0Pub~i c of Ircl8.l1d Dep~l'tmen~" l~~re~gn and cor:lL~on~ve~=tJ:t;}\ 
Office. 'dlule I 1:13.70 aluo.yo :, ouncl l t d1 IIJ,cul t; to Eat a 

precise clo.!,j.fication of Hoc1ee' s role l7itlrin the Rcp').blic 

of Iroland Dcpartment I gather that hc is rcspoDGihlc, in't or \ 

a1ia, fo::,~ the Foreit;n Office I s interest in internal Horthorn \ 

Iroland af'f[1.irf::i, cross berdor ;:30 curi ty coopcrat:i.ol'J a~1cl the 

effects of the Horthern I:!:'oland s~.tuatio~l on Bri ta:i.n' s 

CX1;o:cnal rel:::;.tiol1.3. Some of J,,}j'3 fol] o~'T:in (' points wade: 1:1.:/ 

Hodge in the co'.:rse of our conversation may be of interest 

to the Dcrar~lent. 

The I"ftcrrn8th of the St:rj.l~e _... --- - .. _---

He 1vas obvlously p1eased by the outcome of the stri1:e and 

the nel" status 'which, in his vie,,!, ho.d. no'll been attained by 

the Secretar;y of State in the c.,ye'" of the people of l;orthcrn 

Ireland Indeed he said that after !13.V:'U.'[; \rol'l~ed ;lal'd to , 
achieve this })articular posi t:i.on l'Jason and bis officials 

were very ccnscious that he might not r8mQin there for a VCJ7 

long time either to enjoy the 3atisfaction or to ca?italis0 

on the benefits because of the con3t~nt risk 0; an early 

genera} eJect:wn. HodGe saie:; trL8.t lw I'las not optiIr.::'stic 

about the im~cdiate effects of the strite o~ G~~ss-roots 
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• Si:o. tc lnd boGn able -Lo divert r.;PlJJ>ort auay from the s~rik! 

pr-Lnc.::i.pally because of the llidc . .;pl·ead use of ~ ntj_midation 

ancl the op en-ended. nature o.f the stoppac;c. Hodco' s i·:ife, 

ilho comes fl'm,l N"or-thc:cn Ireland, had v:i .si tccl ller :not her in 

:Carne and iW.s present throughout the duro..tion of the strike o 

She said th~t there had been a B~uat dc2l of intimidatlon 

in Lr:..J.. nc but that it lw.d resulted. in the alienation of the 

vast majority of ordinary people in the area Fho l·.rouJ_d othen"lit.>e 

have suppo:rted virtuaJly any initiative proposed by Paisley. 

The mos~ beneficial aspect of the strike :in political terms 

as he savr it l•!cs the nou poli ticol climate vThich had emorgocl 

uith1.n tho various 11 Unjonist 11 parties. It bad cortain1y 

driven a 1'18dgc: beti·roen tho DUF-UUUn and tho Official Unionist 

Party. \'lith regard to any 11ci·T political initiative he 

said that tl~ e Secretary of State still firmly bclic7cd that 

the basis for an initintjve must come from local a~rccment 

and that this in effect 1-·rould reouire some accommodation 
:l. 

-bet1veen the SDLP and tho Official Uniorl.ists. He thought, 

hom;:ver, that a ne1·1 ranc;e of political possibili tics could 

emere;o 1d th the re-entry of r~rs ])jckson and Vlilliam CraiG as 

contributors to Official UnimYLst thil•ldnG e He considered 

that an important test of tho political implications of the 

strike would take place in the context of the Local Government 

elections and that the strike micht have had the 

beneficial effect of helping to break what some commontatcrs 
I 

were sugBesting was tho apathy of the moderato and power-

sho.ring v oters. 

The RUC 

He thoue;ht that the RUC had sitsnificantJ.y inc::.·eased tho:Lr 

stature in the community as a result of their performc...ncc 

durine; tho strike o I ge.thcr that certainly at offjcial 

l evel hero ~-:r Fitt I s c·t8+0"'C~t ""1"''"11' c-l·nr t-1~e -role a~c· o c~ v ... J .. J. !'.A-', o- 0 ........ .- ~ ... -4.. 

effectiveness of the RUC during the s"trike had been 

particularly welcomed . He said that such statenwnts coming 
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• sta'~e had b08n Qblc to divert GDpport awny from the s~rik. 

pr-Lnc;ipalJ.y 1)ccau.sG of the llideupl'cad use or" ~ ntj,midution 

and. the open-endod na tl.lye or the stoppa GO. Hodee t s 1':i18, 

iTho comes :f:l'OY,l Hor-thel'n Ircland, had v:i si ~~ed her :nothcr in 

J.Jarne and HnG },rCsellt throughout the dUYf"ltion of the s'LriLe 0 

She said th~t there hud been a Breat de21 of intimidation .. 
in L';.:i..~n(! but that it had l'csuJ:Loc1 in the 8.1iona tion of the 

vast majority of ordinary Iloople in the a''''oa 'Fho '·louJ.d othenl:lUG 

have sUTr ortod virtuaJ.ly any ini tiat,i ve proposed by I'ainlcy. 

The mosT. bonnficj al anpoct of the stri}:e in J.o1i tical terms 

as he saw it was the new poJiticol climate which had emergod 

,6 th:Ln thl} vClri,ous "Uni onj,st 11 parti os. It had certainly 

driven a Hedge: bet'Heen tho DUf-UUUr'l and the Offi cia1 Unionist 

Party" \'li th rec;ard to any 11C1'l political ini tip.. ti ve h8 

said that tte Secretary of State still firmly believed that 

the basis for an initiatjve must come from local acreement 

and that this in effoct 1'70uld reouire somc accommodation 
"-

bet'VGon the SDLP and the Official Unionists. He thouGht, 

houover, that a nel" ranGe of political possibilities could 

emerge 'vi th the re-entry of r·lrc mckson and \'iilliam Crai~ as 

ccntr:i.butors to Offic:i:al Unionist thil'l':inG.. He considered 

that an important test of the political implications of the 

strike "Tould take place in the context of the Local Governmcn-;; 

elections and that the strike micht have had the 

beneficial effect of helpinG to break ,",'hat some commentatcrs , 
were sUGBenting was thc apathy of the moderato and power-

sharing vot~rs. 

The RUC 

He thoue;ht that the RUC had siGnificantly inc::.'eascd thoir 

stature in the community as a result of their performc:mcc 

durine; tho striJce . I ge. thor tlw. t certainly at offi eial 

level hero ~~ Fitt 1s state~cnt prf"l~sinG the role a~d 

cffecti vcncss of the rmc durinG the s~Grike had been 

partieu12rly 'i;eleorred . He c-a:i.d that such st8.tcrucnts cominG 

l e, (J. 



fJ•orn ·Lhc SDLP \·Tore \'ielcomo be:cnuoo or the p~.1.rtiQ8 

• 11 i ntrs.nsicenco 11 on the \·lbolo C]_uostj or c.,f sum)c)rting f nad 

enconrac;inr; Cutholi cs to join, the RLTC.. He ::mid that ·~ho 

Horthcrn Jrcland Office continued i..o l)e conce1·/.~.ed about the 

lovr level of Catholic mcr:ibcrshil) of the RDC ,l.r./l. arc anxious 

to avail of any ornortunity to c:ceatc tho co1 d.itions uhich 

will lead to a more balanced represcntatio~ of the two .. 
communi ties vli tJ1:Ln the force. He vas not, however, specific 

on any neH 11 conditions 11 '"~ hi ch mic,-ht lJP- under consio.en:.. ~ion. 

Ulst er Defence TI.cr.:i ,ent 

Remarks about the HU C led to a brief discussion of the 

Ulster Defence Regiment and I asked him if the:c e ·was· any 

substance to recent Press reports that more adt;;q_uate vetting 

procedures for applicants to the UDR uere bt:ing co1widered. 

He avoided anmwrinB the question by tclkints about the 

difficvJ.ty he experienced in understanding the Dublin 

Government t s con Lirrued cri ti cisrn of the UDR, ·vrhich he stres::ed 

on a number of occasions is a regiment of the British Armyo 

I said that our concern about the UDR was not difficult to 

understand given the evidence indicating the over-lap in 

membership botvreen the UDA and the UDR, the number of charges 

uhich have been brought ac;ah1st individual members of the UDR, 

many of which have been subsequently proved before the 

Courts, as vTell as some of the more obvious and vrell knm·m 

incidents in 1·rhich they have been iEvol ved, including the 

Niami Shm·rband tragedy. Thls led hiru to remind ,me that 

the UDA is not an illegal organisation in northern Ireland 

vrhich he nevertheless hastened to add did not mean tha.t wben 

its members Here suspected of being involved in illegal 

activities they vrcre not prose C"\.lted # I said that I 

needed no reminding that, 2fter the e-vents of the strike and 

the. many other occasions on 1·rhich thP UDA had been condemned 

even by individuals like Paisley, it -vras not an illegal 

orcarlisation. 

/ .. . 

fJ:'OIO 'Lhe SDLP 1'le1'e " ... eJ_(;Ome becnuGc oI the PL1J tic!:! 

• "intrcllsieence 11 on the 1'lho:Le question of sUP:PcI:rtinc; s ami 
enc01u'ac:ing C, 'tholi cs to join, the HUC" ne f.mid that '~hc 

Horth(:rn Ireland Office continu.ed to l)e conC81 [I.ed about the 

10\,l level of Catholic memburshi!) of 'he RDC .=1.1:.1. are uY'J.ions 

to avail of any opportun:i.ty to Cl'Gate the condi-cions \'1hich 

\'Till lead to a more balanccd r-epr,e3el]'l;atio~ vf tbe tl'lO 

communit:i.cs \"i thin the fo:cce. Hc HUS not, hOllever, specific 

on any n01'l tt conditions t! \·)hi ch miGht bp- under cOnSio.el"G. i.;ion. 

Remarks about the HUe led to a brj.of discussi.on of the 

Ulster Defence Regiment and I asked him if there "!as ' any 

substance to recent Press reports that more n,d(;Quate vetting 

procedures for applicants to the UDR '\lere being cOl1sj.dered. 

He avoided ansueriTl8 the qucstion by taJking about the 

difficvJ.ty he expc:r:ienced in understanding the Dublin 

Government T s con i;iI)ued criticism of the UDR, ., .. ,hich he stres::ed 

on a nUI:lbcr of occasions is a regiment of the British Army 0 

I said tllat our concern about the UDR "!as not di:fficul t to 

understa1'1d given the evidence indicating thc oycr-lap in 

membershjp behTeen the UDA and the UDR, the number of charges 

uhich have been brought at,aj,nst individual members of the UDR, 

many of ''\'7hich have been subsequently :c-roved before the 

Courts, as \'Tell as some of the more obvious n.nd '\'lell knOl'm 

incidents in \'rhich they have been ir!.vol ved, including the 

Miami Shouband tragedYe This led him to remind/fie that 

the UDA j.s not an illeGal o:q;anisation in Horthern Ireland 

'V,hich he nevertheless hastened to add did not mean tha,t when 

its IDep.lbers "lere suspectod of being involved in illegal 

activities they "lore not prosec\lted.. I said that I 

needed no reminding tha~ 2fter the e7ents of the strike and 

the, manJ~ oth8r occasions on "Thich thp UDA had been condemned 

even by j.ndi viduals like Paisley, j t 'VTaS not an illegal 

orGanisation. 

/ ... 
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He sa:Ld that he a.cccpi..'Jd. that the UDR 1-:as not bC'yoncl 

8titici~~r.l but indocd neithc:r. 1-;crc the: security forces South 

of tb e Dol'dcr. I <:l.::;Lcd him. :Lf l:.e hacl any particular 

incidcr!ts in mind i·rhi ch r;ave r-ise to e;oncel'n about our 

sccur:L t r fo:r.c~o to ·~ rhi ch be rcpJ.~.ed thc.t on a rc~ent 

occasion the J3rit5.uh J~rrny ho.d stoprcd a gr·oul? of young men 

from . the Creggan at a c.;hc.. cl:-point ·i;~ c]j. (" cnvf>r that they 

1·mre membcra of the Irish Arroy returning to the South af·cer 

compl otj ng a pcr:l_od of hoJne leave in Northern Ireland, 

While hc vms not JJaking any particular complaint 1·1hj. ch he 

i·:anted investigated he nevertheless had been left i·rith the 

impression by the 13ri tish Army pc:rrJo:t1nel at the check-point 

that the Creggan woup had been particularly unpleasant 

tm·mrds them. They ·Here allm1ed to continuo on their 

journey after the normo.l check had 1)cen made i'Tl th th.e Garda:L. 

I told him that I vras parti cular1y pleased that this 11as the 

only example which he could recall as a basis of comparison 

idth the many proved and outrageous misdeeds of individual 

members of the UDR. 

Cross Border Co~rnunjcation 

Hodge said that he bad always been very anxious to know the 

real reason for our refusal to agree to llrmy to Army contacts 

or even Army to Garda contacts and thus to give greater effect 

to cross bordel' sccuri ty cooperation. He had aluays been 

left uith the impression that our attitude had SOJ:J.ething t o 

do uith a histor:l.cal dislike of the British Army and he 

thought at times that it mieht be worth making the point that 

the British Army and in particular the SAS uere not a mociern 

version of the Black and Tans o I · said that ,.;e for our part 

often found it very difficult to understand why our position, 

often repeated , could never be accepted at its face value . 

There was , as I a~ sure he has been told on cany occasions, 

~ clearly defined :ecaJ relationsh:L~ ~ctwcen the Army and the 

=:arda:L. I understo-Jd that an exce}.ltionally goc>d relationship 

I ... . 
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lIe said that he acccpi..'.:d, '~;hau tbe UDR ,-:t:w not beyond .i ticim.1 but indeed nei.thm, ,\;\;.re the sccu· :i. ty forces South 

of t1; 0 Bordor. I a.i:.iLed him if 1:.,e had any parti cu1a1' 

incidents in mind which Gave riso to concern about our 

secur.Lt r forol::s to ',Thich bc roplied th:::.t on a re~ent 

occasion t le 13ri tj.r..;h J~rmy had stopn,d 8. Gl'ou:p of young men 

from , the Creggan at a (;ho cl:-<r?oint '(, ~ diGc()vf>!, tha ~ thoy 

iVGro member::> of the Irish Army :re turning to the South af'cer 

comploi;tng a pe.c:i..od of home leave in Northern Ireland, 

\'lhile he "TUS not JJaking any particular complaint 'Hhi ch he 

I'ranted investig;;:,tod he nevertheless had boen left ,'rith the 

impression by the Bri ti3h Army pCT801mel at the ohook-point 

that the Crogean croup had been partioularly unpleasant 

towards them. They i'Tere alJm'red to continue on their 

journey aftor the norma.l chec1.. had been made i'Tlth the Gardai. 

I told him that I "TaS particularly pleased. that this ilas the 

only examplo which he could recall as a basis of comparison 

wi'Lh tho many proved and outrageous rnisdecCls of individual 

members of the UDR. 

pross Border Co~~unjcation 

Hodge said thG.t ho bad al'\'Tays been very anxious to kno':l thG 

rcal :ce8-son for our !,Gfusal to aerce to Army to Army contaets 

or even Army to Garda contacts and thus to give ere8.ter eff~ct 

to cross bordGi.' socuri ty cooperation. HG had alHays been 

left ITi th the imp:cession that our a tti tude had sOl:1ething to 

do "(7i th a histor:Loal dislike of the British Army and he 

thought at times tha.t it mie;ht be ",orth makint; the point that 

the Bri tibh Army and in particular the BAS "Tere not a moa.crn 

version of the Black and Tans o I'said that lie for our part 

often found it very difficult to unders~and i-lhy our position, 

often repeated , could nGver be accepted at its face value . 

There was , as I am sure he has been told on ~any occasions , 

~ clearly defined :ccaJ relation~hip ~Gtwccn tho . rmy and the 

Jarc.la:L. I understood that an excGptionally Goed relationship 
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-Hl liaison G::i;:;tccl 1;et1·reon J~,hc[Je tuo bocl:i_cs and thnt 1·rc 1'/Cl'e 

c~l11~~ys '\·1illing and inder;d anxious J~,o in:1tcct:Lcato any 

DDJ.:d;ai.nabJ.c cri.ticism of their c::.:f:Lciency u.nd effucLivcncss 

:in pa trol.1 inc; ou.r sj_clc o:f the norder. nercrthcless, the 

Gard~ authoJ :i.. tics hc::.d tho rcspOPfd.bili ty in lm·.r i'or 

maintaining security aDd it seems ~ensi1lo that their opposite 

ntunbers in lJorth~rn Ireland should uork toco'ther iT:i.th them in 

achieviflg this. \'/hat often Geomed strG..nce to me 1v-ere the 

apparent di:Cfi cul ties 11hich exintod bct1·rccn the British Army 

and the RUC in patrolling the Northern siclo of the Border., 

,.;\GA-"\ J'-'t . . . . . 
p.0&~Z He saJ.d thc::.t cross border ~~lst lncJdcnts 1·rere 11m-r 

{: \'runnj_ng at a level o~2 per 11e~ and he Has not 

• .~.._ ......... Q,.._t.c satisfied that direct A1.·my to Garda conte.ct i·rould not 
~~-~ . 
~~ ~}substantially increase the cffcctivencsG of cross border 

c5" 
') ...:~~ '(;.,~security. He thought that joint operations might 1e mounted 

"'c..:;..~~ but 1{11en I pres:::ed him to define 1ib...at h2 J,want by 'joj_nt 

, . .r-- / opo1·ations' he said that the Garda:[ might lure 11 sorne of the 

/ boys" out of their hiding places and push them gently into 

the hands of the 'rlai tint; security forces llorth of the Borclero 

I sa:i.d that this sort of security gimmick could only bo 

superJicialJ.y attractive and indeed I thotl.[';ht it i·rould diminish 

rathe:c than increase the respect for the Rule of Lau I"Thich it 

must be the funetj_on of the t1vo Governments to restore and 
maintain in Northern IreJ.ando 

I asked Hodge if ho had received any reports abou·t the 

discussions at the i·TarstnT l)eace Co_ngress uhich I had 

previously heard about fro1n the Ji'irst Secretary at the Polish 

Embassy uho told me that he was dealing uith the visa 

allplicat:i.ons from both the Irish and British "delegates" • 

. Hodge ~:aid that tho only factual piece of information that 

had TT • .J , " .,.. 0 ~T ... orney - D~O v!1Cr OI J.JC J.lOr!'loy ·-
i'laS to at te!lcl the Confer. en co . HocJ.ce said that the l''orei[;n 

/ .,. 

··-- -- ~ ~ - ... . . .. -.... -- . -- - ~ . . 
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"'](1 liaicon c:.i[;:,;tecl behrcen thc:..,e t'-lO 11ocl:Lcs and thnt \'i() IW:CC 

f1.1\T~i_ys 'I-/i11inG and in<lol)cl anxious to invcstiGate any 

iJus 'l.,ainabJ.e cr-;,ticisrn of their 'c:'-:'ficiellcy o.nd effac Li venOSE, 

:i n pa t:rolj in..:; our side of the EOl'der. l:cvcrthelesG, the 

Gard1.l authorities had the rosporw:Lbj_li ty j,n la1'! for 

ma:Lntail!inG SCCl ri ty aDd it seems sensilJle tilat their oppoai te 

ntJ1nbel's in Horth~rn Ireland should \Tor-k tocc'ther i!j,th them in 

achieviIlg -1,his. "'hat often seomed stranGo to me 'ivere the 

apparent di:Cfi cul ti es 11hi ch exi:::;ted betv:eon the Brj_ tish Army 

and the RUC in patrolling the NorLhcrn side of the 130rder e 

1';\ o..-"X ....... t. 
~<--.. ~ He said that cross border t~~iGt incidents I-JC1'G 1101'T 

(: rUl1ning at a level 0:r(2;" - 2 pe::.._"\'lC~ and he uas not 
~,yJ-~ O.r-1"~sat:i.Sfied that direct Al'my to Ga.rda contact "10uld not 

~.o1I'./') ~c~ubstantially increase the cffectj.vencSG of cross border 
(-'V 

~ ;v-~ '0,'- s8cu1'i ty. He thought that joint operations might lJe mounted 

/~~ but i·ri'en I prcs:::ed him to define ,ib..at h2 lIleant by 'joint 

,.1- - ./ oporations' he oaid that the Gardai might lure lI some of the 

/ boys" out of their hiding places and push them gently into 

the hands of the 'i1ai tint; security forces North of the Border. 

I said that this sort of security gimmick could only be 

superficially a t tractive and indoed I thouc;ht it i'l<mld dimininh 

rathel' than increase the respect for the Rule of Lau 1'rhich it 

must be the funetion of the t1vO Governments to restore and 
maintain in Northern 11'el2.nd o 

I asl~ed Hodge if he had received any reports a bout the 

discussj.onn at the "larsau Peace Copgress uhich I had 

previously heard about from the Fj_rst Secretary at the Polish 

Embassy \Tho told me that he \vas dealing Hi th the visa 

al')plicat:i_ons from both the Irish and British "delegates tI. 

,Hodl1e ~;aicl that the only factual piece of information that 

had COTJ8 ~i3 uc.y ',ras th:l i; r-:rs I~orncy '- r.othcr of Leo lTornoy --

\-laS to attc!1cl the Conferonc,o . HodGe said that the }'oreign 

... .... . . . 
~-. 

/ ... 
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8_t \l::1r·smr :l n tho event of I1rs Horney making any sts.-~ emc;n·l, 011 the 

e.~c,J.~.'Tlstarrce:-:; of her f:lon 1 s death at tho Conferc'Y'.._Ceo As_ fgr :::',8 

J1c 1ras auare Hr::: Horney d:i d not make any utatemonJc uhD,tsocvcr o.t 
the Conferenceo 

I them referred to Press reports that both the:~ Irir;h and 11."':i.tish 

dclcc;ations had issued a joint sta t~ement re<nwsting botl1 
Govornmentc to refer the matter of Northern Ireland t.o the 

United Nationso This led Hodge to rehearse what he refc~red to 

as the practical and political difficulties of such a course as 
vlcl1 as mentioning the inherent objection of giving the United 
NatioDG an opporJ;:;unity to comment on the internal affairs of th0 

Unit ed Kingdom o In the course of referring to the practical 
objections to the proposal of involving the United Nations and to 

introducing a peace-keeping force into the area he said th~t 

Prime Hinister Trudeau had made it clear to the Irish 
Government that he would not permit Canadian troops to become 

involved at any stage in any United l~ations pea ce-l:e eping exercise 
in Northern Ireland. I said that I was not aware t~at the matter 

had ever been raj_sed Hi th the Prime l\1inister of Canada .. 

Hodge said that they were far less concerned about the Warsaw 
meeting than they were about the ·forthcoming Belgrade Conference. 

All the indications vJere that the Soviet Union 1·1ould exploit, to 

the full, the Strasbourg case and cause the maximum of 
embarrassment to the British GoverEment as a result of the 

case. He agreed, however, that the statements by the Minister 
I 

for Foreit;n Ai'fairs and the .Attorney General regarding Soviet 

col!lincnts on the case had been particularly helpful and he said 

that they were very much appreciated at Government and officiaJ. 

level here. 

First Secretary~ 
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(h'fic(~ hnu 8cmt Cl. co'uprchcnsive bric:U 1"l'::' to i.uG ];.J. :1 .. ~iGh J~!,)lku:::8y 

:;;t \"l::.l.ysaIT in the event 01' 11rs Horncy ma}:i.:rJg allY sta';'; clllc=m-c on the 
.,~C),u'118tanCGG of her son I G dea \;11 at tho Conferc:::co 0 As. fD.l' £'.0 

lw \laS Ctl'lal"e Hr;:: Horney d:i d not mako any ntaternen'c uhatsoever ut 

the Conferencco 

I them referred to Press reportn that both the 1rinh and British 
deleGations had issued a joint sta t~emont roqp,esting l)ot11 
GoYe:rnmentG to refer the matter of Horth8rn Ireland to the 
Uni tee1 Nations 0 This led Hodge to rehearse I'That he refc.:'~I·8d 1~O 

as the practical and political difficulties of such a course as 
v1811 as mentioning the inherent o-ojeetion of giving the United 
Natio118 an opportUJlity to comment on the internal affairs of th<3 
United Kingdomo In the oourse of referring to the prq.ctical 
objections to the proposal of involving the United Nation8 and to 
introducintj a peace·-keeping force into the area he said thc:::t 
Prime Hinister Trudeau had made it clear to the I1"i8h 
Government that he would not permit Canadian troops to become 
involved at any stage in any United Nations peace-keeping exe:rcise 
in Northern Ireland. I said that I I'TaS not awaro t218. t the JJ:atte}' 
had ever been raised with the Prime Minister of Canada & 

Hodge said that they w'erc far less concerned about the \'larsaH 
meeting than they were about the 'forthcoming Belgrade Conforencce 
All the indications Y~ere that the Soviet Union would exploit r to 

the full, the Strasbourg case and cause the maximum of 
embarrassment to the British Goverl"l..ment as a result of the 
case. He agreed, however , that the statements by tho Minister , 
for Foreign Affairs and the Attorney General regarding Soviet 
comments on the case had been particularly helpful and he said 
that they I'lere very much appreciated at Government and official 

l evel here . 

r;;:/~~~ 
. Ribhard A 0 ' Brien 

Fi:rst Secre~ary c 
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