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• Draft irs to St. Patrick's 

Mr. Ch i.r n, Rever nd Fath r , Ladies and r.tl men: 

This is my first vi it to th Unit d Stat a Minist r for 

or ign Affair of th Gov rnm nt of Ir land and I honoured 

and d light d to hav an opportunity to addr uch a 

distinguish d gath .ring of Ir! h- r!can on y Governm nt's 

b half. 

The St. P trick' Soc! ty i th olde t Irish char!tabl 

society in th New York r and it has ov r many y ars brought 

comfort and r 11 f to many in d!str s in this gr t city, and 

at the same tim , ha brought honor to th name of th Irish 

community in B ooklyn and throughout th m tropolitan ar • 

"ar scath ch il a mh ir ann na daoin " - "p ople su.rviv 

through depen ing on ach oth r" - is an old Irish principl of 

charity and w lf r x mplifi by this r at Soc! ty and its 

distingui h d pre !dent, Mr. Ji Moriarty. 

The str ngth and vari ty of th em rald societi s in the New 

York area and inde d throughout the United Stat , underline 

th outst nding role the Irish in America have played and 

continue to play in dealing with the probl ms of dministering 

the great cities of this country. New York city is fortunate in 

having the se.rvices of thos who make up the emerald societie 

with your distinguished presidents • 

• Dratt address by Minister tor Foreign Aftairs to st. Patrick's 

Society and New York , October 1 

Mr. Chairman, Reverend Fathers, Ladies and Ger.tlemens 

This is my tirst visit to th Unlt d states a Min1st r tor 

Foreign Attairs or th Gov rnment or Ir land and I am honoured 

and delighted to hav an opportunity to address suoh a 

distInguished gathering ot Irish-Americans on my Government's 

b halt. 

Tbe St. Patriok's Society Is th oldest Irl h oharitable 

society in the Nev York ar and it has over many year. brought 

oomf'ort and reliet to many in di tre s in this great city, and 

at the same time, ha brought bonor to tb nam ot the Irish 

community in Brooklyn and throughout th metropolitan area. 

"ar soath a ch il a mhaireann na daoln " - "p pIe u.rviv 

tb.rougb depending on each otber" - 1 an old IrIsb prlnclpl ot 

cbarity and weltare xemplitied by thi great Socl ty and It 

dl tIngui h d pre Ident, Mr. Jim Moriarty. 

The trength and vari ty ot th emerald soc1 tie. in th Nw 

York area and iOOe d througbout th Un! t <I stat , underlin 

tbe outstanding role th Iri.b in Am rioa bave pl81'ed and 

oontinu to play in d ling with th probl ms ot adJa1n1 t ring 

tb great cl ti 8 ot thil ount.rr. New York city il tortunat in 

baving the I .rvice ot tbol wbo mak up th erald loci tie 

wIth fOur d1 tinguisbed pr Ident • 
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My first purpose h r today i to bring you and th Irish-

Am rican community at larg warm gr etings from my Government 

and p pl and to assure you that my Gov r nt plac high 

priority on int ining and d v lopln th r lation bas d on 

blood, common h ritage nd fri ndship which w h v always 

njoy d with you. 

ar mall country ith a population much small r than 

that of ~ew York but ar proud to play our rol s ov r gin 

Stat in th orld. In doing ~o no hav th upport not 

only of our own population but lso of th many illion of Irish 

de cent aroun th orld and, in an sp cially intlmat ay, th 

Irish in America. h n w n d d it n v r h sitat d to look 

to you for support and of cours you n v r have 1 t u down. 

In anoth r s n w f el that you in ay r pr sent u in 

rica an your succe s in ric n lif nd th cognition 

that your contributions to your community ha be n accord d have 

giv n u normou ncourag ment ov r s veral g n r tions in our 

stru gl for fr do nd our ffort to e t blish a od rn, just 

n prosp rou community. "I could do it in rica, w can 

do it in Ireland" w s a aying that summed up for many Iri h 

p opl th r a on for their confidenc bout their Oin futur • 

That r m ins true nd valid today. 

Iri h emigration to th Unit d Stab s has s you all know 

dwindl d to trickl in r c nt y rs but thi i due in large 

m asur to our succ ss in k aping our p ople at hom • Th 

United States has contribut d ignificantly to our succ s in 

r ducing emigration from Ireland through continued American 

------~--~-~.- --
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upport for our tour! t in ustry, our xports and our programme 

or inve tment by for ign indu try in Irel nd. But I ant to 

e pha is th t th nd of migration has n t in any way dimini h d 

our w r eg rd for you th Iri h-American community or our 

commitment to maintain clo e contact and good r lations ith you. 

W w lcome your vi it to Ir land and your inter st in our 

affairs. hil e u t ourselv tak th inal d cisions on 

our probl m , elcom your concern and your advic • Durin 

my pre nt vi it I int nd to h v m eting lth numb of 

r pr sentatlv 0 th rinclpal I.rioe~h- eric an o.rgani tions 

precis ly or th purpo of h rin th i.r vi w and in turn 

giving th m n impr ss!on of ho w in Ir land s our problems 

to ay. 

~ rli r this y r we r gr atly ncoura ed to see som of the 

principal lgur in e lean n tiona! political 11 e, th ms lves 

of Irish d sc nt, to th r tc give a lea to erican and 

p rticul rly Iri h-Am rican opinion on th tragic probl m of 

Northern Irel n n h r I oul lik to pay trlbut on behalf 

of my fellow-countrymen to p ak .r O'N ill, Senators K nn dy and 

Moynihan and the Gov .rnor of thi great State, Th Honorable 

Hu h C rey. Irl hmen of all tr ition h a d th ir pp al for 

an end to viol nc 

ncouro.ge by it. 

nd or support or ne oti~tions and r 

wer encourag d again by the stat m nt of 

Presld nt Cart r of ugust 30 in hlch h call d for a just 

olution to the problem of Northern I.r land which would involve 

both parts of th community th r , would have th support or the 

Iri h and British Gov nments, and would protect human .rights and 
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guarantee freedom from discrimination. We welcomed his 

undertaking that in the event of such a settlement the American 

Government would be prepared to join with others to see how 

additional job-creating investment could be encouraged. My 

Government in a statement in response to the Presid nt's statem nt 

saidz "President Carter's statement is a constructive development 

in American relations with Ireland and ritaln and reflects the 

traditional generosity or the American Government and p opl and 

their interest in Ireland. The President has placed himself 

firmly on the side or very distinguished erican lead rs who, in 

the rresident's word ' eek peace and reject violence." 

"It i particularly useful to emphasi e that the problems of 

Northern Ireland have many dimension , or which any effective and 

realistic solution ust take account. President Carter rightly 

underlines the importance of finding a just solution by p acerul 

means, which protects human rights, in whicb both parts or th 

community in North rn Ir and a well as the Irish and British 

Governments will be involv d." 

"The Irish Gov rnment also welcom th enwe4 Am rican 

commitment to continue vigorously to appr bend and pros cut tbos 

who violate u.s. law in th r pact or supporting with financial 

o~ other aid organ! ations involv d directly or 1Ddirectly ln 

vlolenc in Northern Ireland, irr spectiv ot the pollti al or 

r 11g1o sympatbi ot tho involved." 

.. 
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uarant e fr do fro i cri tion. elco ed hi 
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orthern 1r 1 d h v ny dl en 10n , of hleh any rf etiv and 
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" r sid nt Cart r' tat ment is !com indication of th 

int r st of the United States Gov rnment in Irish ffa r • 

H ha one again m d cl r th oodwill o th Am rican p opl 

to lan for which many eric n h v a sp cial ffection. 

H has o f r d to h lp. It i for th p ople of Ir l nd, 

North nd outh, tog th r with th B it! h n Iris Gov rnments, 

to insur that hi off r i tr n forme into political and 

cono ic rogr s." 

knoi that th r pon~lble cone rn o many 1 h ricans 

played an important part in th dev lop nts. I thank you 

for thi concern. 

L t me ay a f w words about y Governm nt's po ition on 

orthern Ir l nd. It is a c nt 1 aim o our poli y, and one 

hich, I believ , w shar with any Iri h rican , to cure 

by peaceful mean th unity and ind p n enc of Ir land as 

ocr tic republic. It woul b dishon t on our p rt to 

pr t nd that our hope wa othe 1 • t th sam tim , th 

tragic v nt of rec nt y ar hav orced all o u in Ireland 

to r cognis that, r gardl ss of th political tradition to which 

w may b long - b it National! t or Unionist - a major p rt of 

th probl m 1 root d in distrust b tw en Irish peopl of ifferent 

tradition • hav all b n fore d to acknowl dg that no real 

progr s will b made without r conciliation, and that the 

great t obst cl in th ay of r concili tion is viol nc - the 

violenc of th Irish Republican rmy and of loyalist para­

military assassins, and th discrimination and incident of 
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w may b ong - b it atlonali t or Unionist - a major p rt of 

th probl m i root in lstru t b tween Irish people of lfferent 

tradition • hav all b n forc d to aokno 1 d th t no real 

progr will b made ithout l' conc1liation, nd that the 

gr at t ob t cl in th w y 0 l' oonol11 t10n is viol nc - the 

viol noe of th Iri h R publican rmy and of 10ya11 t par -

ml1 t 1'y assa ins, and th di orimination and inoid nt of 
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tt brutality cau d by c rtain 1 m nt in the curity fore s in 

the provlnc • Th Ir! h Governm nt totally r j ct th us of 

fore tow rd achi vln it 1m nd it un !vocally cond mn 

vlolenc , from hat v r quart r such viol nc com s. 

It i b c us w in Ir 1 d o cl rly th 1m o tanc o 

r concili tlon th t w w o h art n by th h lpful int r t 

o your Pr 1 nt nd oth r olitlcal 1 • 

Ov r th y r inc t tabll hm nt o partition, gr at 

al o i trust n i noranc h s rown up in iorth rn Ir land 

vi -a-vis th South an in th oouth vi --vi th Iorth. Th 

tr ic vent of r c nt y ars hav s n, in ddition to violenc 

and it tr gic effects on th liv of ordinary innoc nt peopl , 

th xt or in ry ffort of mod r t political 1 ad r in 

North rn Ir 1 nd, particul rly thos of th DLP, d pit thr ats 

to th ir liv fro 11 ide and th r p t frustr tion of 

th ir hop , to po nt th way to ard a r tiona! workabl and 

ju t solution. Th ffort of the en and worn n have fore d 

Irish p opl of 1 traditions, North and outh, to t to know 

ach oth r a littl b tt r and I b lleve th t many traditional 

f ar ' uch 

hav viol 

tho e of North rn Union! t that w in th South 

t designs on th , hav diminl hed. Si ilarly th ir 

f ar of the lnt ntion of Iri h-Am rlcans hav b n reduc d 

not bly by th mport nt d v lop nts th t occurr d urlng this 

y r. Th import nc of removing f ar o thi kind, a st p 

tow rds r al i prov m nt ln th circum tanc of both 

co unit! s in North rn Ireland cannot b ov remph sl d. 

.. .. 
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Th growth of trust and acquaintanc and th decreas of f ar 

and uspicion constitut an import nt and I believ , p rmanent 

contribution to cr ating much b tt r conditions in hich Iri h 

p opl of di r rent tradition can di cu th ir futur d tiny. 

I hav id, in th Iri h Gov rnm nt b li v th t th day 

will come wh n, how v r intract ble th problems may no m, 

Irish p opl o d!ff r nt vi ws will hammer out just and 

d initiv olution • 

For our p rt, w in th Iri h Gov rnm nt have committ d 

ours lv to cr ating ju t and prosp rou soc! ty in th outh 

as ill prov ttr tiv to our r 11 Iri hm n of all tradition 

in th North. tt ch particular !mportanc to curing the 

civil right of 1 Irl h p opl orth and outh, and in our 

action , both lnt rn tionally nd on th dom tic f ont, w have 

tried to nsur that th se right are not infring • h ve 

ph ed th t in negoti tion on the fu ur o our country we 

will b s nsitiv to th n ed nd th d sirabili y th t 11 the 

tr dition hich r r pr nt d in our 1 land should b , and be 

en to b ul1y guar d. b li v th t Irish m n and 

worn n c n, as th y hav d onstrat d so re oundlngly in th 

Unit d Stat s of rica, rise abov th past to the gr t 

ch 11 ng of th a lth courag , r sourc fulne s nd compassion. 

-7-

Th growth of trust and acquaint nc nd th d creas of f ar 

and uspicion constitut an import nt and I beli v , p rman nt 
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