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£~!DASSY OF 11-tELA .. 'D 

A:-ruASAlD 'A llEnn: ,, ,·.· :.:!!.!:3·1 ..'-lASSA IIU!:::iETTS A "E., X. \\r . 

• WASHINGTON, ]). C. 80008 

October 21, 1977 

Confidential rc r J9.r7 

Secretary ~ 

Department of Foreir>:n Affairs 

The Hinistcr had talks with pol:i tical leaders in Washinn-ton, 

D . C. on r·Ionday 3 of October. He was accompanied by the 

Secretary, Assistant Secretary Donlon, Ambassador Molloy 

and Hr . Lillis, Counsellor of the Embassy. 

Following is a report. on the Hinister t"' mee·tings in the 

o rder in ,.,rhich they occurred . 

Senator McGovern 

The 'Hini.ster met privately with Senator HcGovern for 

approximately ten minutes. The Irj sh officials and 

Mr . John Holwn, an aide to the Senator, later joined 

the discussions. 

The Hinister complimented Senator 1·1cGovern on his report 

o n his visit to Troland which he described as being re-

markably compre:1ensi vc. The r1ini.ster specifically endorsed 

the principle \'/hich the report suggested shouJd guide the 

United States in its policy on n·orthern Irel~nd as set out 

on page 22 11 •••• the role of the United .States and of con-
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Secretary ~ 

DeEartmcnt of Foreign Affairs 

Thc JlHnis tor had talks ,ith pol·i.tj cal le.:lclcrs in 'vashin~ton, 

D. C. on I-Ionday 3 of October. lIe ,,,as accompanied by the 

Secre-t;ary, ASA:i.stant SecreJcary Donlon , Ambasoac]or 1·10110y 

and Hr. Lillis, Counsellor of the Embassy. 

Follo\·!ing is a report on the Hinister t c mectings in the 

order in \'lhich they occurred. 

Senator ·rcGovern 

The Minister met privately with Senator McGovern for 

approximately tcn m.i.nutes. Thc Irj sh officials and 

Hr. JOln Holum, an aide t..o the Senator, later joined 

the discussions. 

The JlHn:i.ster complimentecl Senc'ltol' HcGovern on his report 

on his visit to Treland which he descrjbed as being re-

markably cornprc:1ensi ve. T lC riinistcr specif.i cally endorsed 

the principle which the report suggested should guide the 

United States :i n its policy on l~orthern Ireland as set out 

on pc'lc;e 22 11 •• the role of the Ull.I. tce.! ,5·t,!tes and of con-



/con-

cerned Americans can only be constructive if it is limited, 

~ cautious, and based upon the fullest poRsible understanding 

of the nature of the struggle." 

The ~Hnister underlined recent political developments in 

Ireland and notably the st't'ong mandate the Government 

received in the general elections. I~ said there had been 

a certain degree of misunderstanding of the Government ' s 

policy on Northern Ireland . The Government unambiguously 

supported the unification of Ireland by consent. Equally 

unambiguously the Government rejected violence as a means 

of obtaining their objective. In the short term, the 

Government were encouraged by the result of the British-

Irish meeting of September 28. The 1.finister believed 

that the· ne1v emphasis on · North/South economic c'ooperation 

0 • •• would ~ssist, in. th.e. prqce$s of .,implementati'on, in· in- ,. 

creasing contacts between North and South and reducing 
I 
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cerned Americans cau only be constructive if it is limited, 

• cautious, and based upon the fullest po"'sible understanding 

of the nature of the struggle . 11 

The Minister underlined recent political developments in 

Ireland and notably the st'1:"ong mandate the Government 

received in the general elections. I~ said there had been 

a certain degree of misunderstanding of the Government1s 

policy on Northern Ireland . The Government unambiguously 

supported the unification of Ireland by consent. Equally 

unambiguously the Government rejec'ted violence as a means 

of obtaining their objective. In the short term, the 

Government were encouraged by the result of the British-

Irish meeting of September 28. The l1inister believed 

that the' ne\'1 emphasis on ' North/South economic c'ooperation 

. . .. ~ would ~ssist, in :tl~e, prqee$S of ,;i.mplementati·on, in' in-

creasing contacts between North and South and reducing 
I 
l :,:_:: :"~)"':'/': : '·;':'~;_;'~ . .;:,:~:.;,ten~i., ~ns., :" >!;' :", <i\'::~' ";;>':":.;:', ~;;. :.~> ::.; ·:<X· ':~''''.::.~'; .:. :-,;.:.;:':,'; >- ,'. ,.';.{:~\. ~ .. :,~~ .. : ': ':":"./<'f'::: ;-:: ;,,:::::·~.\:;·7 ~·~\;~~:,~s:;;.~· 

. possibility bf a~ i~depend~nt ~Northe~n treland as one ' . 
' .. '. . ... ,', 

i. 

I. ' .' ' .... " .... . ; 
:: ••• ~., ' • . ':' .... r .. I ·. ~ . 

.: ".: .. ,, ' ... ::. • .' t '. ~ '. :. • to " • & 

the ]\1i:I?-ister I s ,viel'l as ~ o. the viabil;i. ty of tJ:1is c,ourse. , , .. 
. ... .•••• '. I • • ' . ." .. ' 

' •• :-. .•... :; :" .. , . ::. T' h"'"" ..... ", '~. .. .' c ·Z.i'ini·:St er>-s'aiti" t 'hls . ~61:i:'cy;: ,.ia·s ··uhr~ aiJ.·sti: ~ 'to··-i.he· 'e'x·..:·:"·:: .. ~ : :.: , .: .. " '.: :~ .. : 

• eO " ,' , '....,. .' ':'.. ..... .., .• _ .,.' . ... : . '., ' ., .' •••••. : ... ~ .... . l •• ~ •• ~ " . ',' .': '.,' , ".' '. ~ : ." ... . .... .. ~' . " t".~.- .. ,: ,' .'! /; ; :.>.,':: :'._ ~.~! ,~ .. ~''''''::' t~~ri.6 t.hat·,. 'i;~ ~acl' V'e.rty: ... lvn::t.t~d:.:s'Upp'O:rt· l:n·· e;t·ther.:··coilUl'lunIty·:·, .\.' .... < •. ,' : .. ~' . .. , . ... 

.. :i n Iort lcrn Trc)ancl ClnJ lould bc un~ccc!1t(lblc to public 
. . 

~i ...... ,.:' .~~_:'; . : .. :; <:'/::,/ ~:.~ \ ':'.;': ~ ':';: ~.<')::"I~.::·:. !' :.::.Z:i< <:" .. : .>}J ':". '.:;"~' ::::":-;:" . ~ "iF:,; I .. ~ .... :;/: ~,::;.? ,<;.:~\ /. : ;~ ,.~'., '.~;.~ .. >\~ .... " ;,':~; :~:', ...... :~.:~ . .",~;~;r:'\.: •. ~ 

.. :....,;... .. . . ' .. . . . . : '. 
~-~-~-~-~-----------------------

' .. . " .. 

-,'----'--, ---------



/public 

opinion in the South. The meeting with Senator HcGovern was 

• interrupted by a division bell in the Senate which called 

the Senator away. 

Lunch with Congressmen 

.. 
'rhe H.:i.nister was guest of honor at a luncheon hosted in the 

Chamber of the !louse Committee on Ao-riculture by Congressman 

Thomas Foley, Chairman of the Committee and Chairman also 

of the !)emocra·tic National Caucus. Among the guests at 

lunch Here !)eputy Under Secretary of State ~Is. Lucy Denson, 

Congressman Thomas P. O'Neill, Speaker of the House of 

Repres entatjves, Congressman John J3rademas, Majority lvhip 

in the House of Representatives, Congressman Robert Michel, 

.Minority Hhip in the IIouse of Representatives, Congressman 
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opinion in the South. The meeting with Senator HcGovern was 

• interrupted by a division bell in the Senate which called 

the Senator away. 

Lunch with Congressmen 
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/electorate. 

He also repeated what he had said to the Senator in 

relation to Irish unification and the Government's re­
~ 

jeetion of violence. 

The Speaker and a number of the guests asked about the 

Government's view of possible hearings in the House of 

Representatives. The ~1inister referred to a press release 

issued by the office of Congressman Biagg:i. which outlined 

some concerns of a recently established HAd Hoc. Committeen 

(copy attached). IIe said that the Government would see 

the question of convening hearings on Northern Ireland as 

being one primarily for the Congress to decide. :Ie added, 

however, that, so far as the Governr1ent '"ere co.ncerned, 

the only witnesses from the Irish side who would have autho-
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/electorate. 

He als o repeated what he had said to the S e nator in 

relation to Iris h unification and the Government J s re­
~ 

jection of violence. 

The Speaker and a number of the guests a s ked about the 

Government I s view of possible heari ngs in the House of 

Representatives. The Minister referred to a press release 

issued by the offi ce of Cong res sman Biaggi. "",hich outlined 

some concerns of a recently established HAd Hoc . Committee ll 

(copy attached). lIe s aid that the Government would s ee 

the ques tion of convening hearings on Nort hern Ireland as 

being one primarily for the Congress to decide. :le added, 

however, that, so far as the Governrllent ,~ere eo.ncerned, 

the only witnesses from the Irish side who would have autho-
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/could 

in no sense be descrjbe<.l as an 11 important political leader 11 

• as he had no mandate whatever. The Ninister stressed , 
~ 

however, that he saw the question of visas as being one 

primarily for the American authorities to decide • 

Senator Kennedy .. 

The ~linistcr Is meeting with Senator Kennedy was interrupted 

by a vote on the Senate Floor due to the fact that a major 

filibuster was taking place in the Senate that day involving 

several hundre~ amendments to a Bill on the derceulation of 

natural gas prices. 

The ~finis -tor spoke_ pri vatcly to Senator:' Kennedy for 

approximately 10 minutes. The t,vo princj pals Here subs e-
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/contcmt. 

FolloHing l.:;he meeting, the Hinister and ~enator Kennedy 

• spoke tocrc·ther to Irish nCl·TSiaen for a feu minutes. Senator 

• 
Kennedy expressed his congratu1ations to the new Irish 

Government in their electoral victory, his support for their 

policy on Northern IrelaJ1d and his opposition to the use 
.. 

of violence as a means to political ends. 

Sneaker O'Neill 

The Sp0aker ,.,as accompanied by l1is legal counsel r·1r . Charles 

Ferris and his leGislati vc aide :t-Ir. Garry Hymell. The 

principal topic of t.1c discussion was the current eff orts 

of t1e Irish National Caucus to mobilize Conarcqsional 

support for their propaganda objectives in the Unitec\ States 

. : 
· · · and stated that the v.i ctory of h :i s party at the gcne~~l 
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/this. 

Jl1r. Ferris sugge s ted that t h e Hinister' s address in Ne\·1 

York of October 1 should be circulated to all 1'-iembers of 
• 

the Congress so that this ambiguity could be cleared up. 

The :Hinister dre,., the Speaker's attention to Hr. Z..1ason's 

forthcoming visit and sai(l that it was of great importance 

that 'President Carter's initiative, insofar as it related 

to job-creation, should not b e come operat ive until political 

agreement had been secured as beb.,reen the parties in 

Northern Ireland. 

Speaker 0 1 Neill undertook to spe ak to thos e members of the 

Cong ress ,.,hos e names had been lis ted as me mbers of the 

11 Ad Iloc Committee" • . 
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!l1r. Ferris suggested that the Hinister I s address in Ne,., 

York of October 1 should be circulated to all 1-1embers of 
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the Congress so that this ambiguity could be cleared up. 

The Hinister dre,." the Speaker's attention to Hr. ~1asonfs 
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that 'President Carter' s initiative, insofar as i.t related 
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initiative should become operative only if the pre-condition 

• of political stabilj ty set out in the President's statement 
.t 

were achieved. 

The l.finister in conclusion invited the Speaker, on behalf 

of the Government, to visit Ireland as soon as possible. 

Speak3r said he had frequently done so in the past and 

that he was glad to accept the :t>Hnister' s invitation. He 

said he particularly looked forward to playing golf while 

in Ireland. The Minister mentj oned that President Hillery 

,.,as an enthusiastic golfer and that he h:i mself also played. 
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initiative should become operative only if the pre-condition 

• of political stabilj ty set out in the President f s statemcnt 
• 

~'lere achieved. 

The l'~nister in conclusion invited the Speaker, on behalf 

of the Govern ment, to visit Ireland as soon as possible. 

Speak3r said he had frequently done so in the past and 

that he ,",'as glad to accept the Minister's invitation. lIe 

said he particularly looked forward to playing golf ,.,hile 

in Ireland. The Minister mentj oned that President !Iillery 

was an enthusiastic golfer and that he h:i mself also played. 
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