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Dear ador 

Sean Donlon ha ask d to forward to you th 
ttach d r ports fro th U.S. concerning the a1n 

conv rs tions during tb In1ster ' s r 0 nt visit 
ther • 

Yours sincerely 

Hugb Swift 

Hi Exc llency P.J.G. Keatlng 
&nb ssy of Ir land 
LONDON 



Co suLATE GE ERAL oF lRELA n 
580 FIFTH AvENUE 

NEWYORK, .Y.10036 
TELEPHONE 

(212) 245-IOioPR.ll/1/ 3/6 

November 1, 1977 

The Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 

Attenlion Mr. Hugh Swift 

MEETING WITH IRISH-AMERIC~ LEADERS 

1. On Sunday, October 2, the Minister hosled a lunch in 
the apartment of th Pr ss & Information Officer, Mr. Smylh, 
for : Mr. John Lawe, Pre idenl of Local 100 of the Transport 
Workers' Union of the Cily of New York; Mr. Tom Me abb, 
former ew York State Pre ident of th AOH and presently 
the leading candidate to assume the office of National 
President Ln 1978; Mr. Martin Higgins, National Chairman 
of the Fre dom for All-Ireland Conmitt e of the AOH; Mr. 
Jack rwin, National Coordinator of th AOH Freedom for 
All-Ireland Committe ; Mr. William Brennan of the Commodor 
John Barry Society of Philad lphia; Mr. Ed Malloy, President 
of th Friendly Son of St. Patrick in Philadelphia; Dr. 
John Campbell, President of the Irish Institute; Judge 
James J. Comerford, Chairman of the St. Patrick' Day 
Parade CommiLCe . The S cr tary, Deputy S retary, 
A sistant S crctary Donlon, Consul Gen ral 0 Clerigh 
and D puty Consul G neral Collins also att nded. 

2. The following were invited but did not att nd : Mr. 
Joe McGlynn, Honorary Consul, St. Loui , Mis uori; Mr. 
Thomas (Teddy) Gleason, President of i.;he Inlernational 
Longshoremenst Association; Mr. Matthew Guinan, President 
of th Transport Workers' Union of America; Mr. Jack Keane, 
ational Pr sident of th AOH; Mr. John Henn"ng, a West 

coast offl er of th AFL-CIO; Mr. Paul O'Dwy r, President 
of th Cily Council of N w York; Mr. John J. K lly, 
Presid nt of the Massachusetts State Board of th AOH; 
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Mr. Paul Su livan, Pre ident of the Gaeli Art Society 
of Pittsburgh, and Mr. Michael O'Shea of the Iri ~h Centre 
of Pittsburgh. All sent apologies : Sullivan and 0 1 Shea 

spoke to the Consul G neral; Glea on, H nning and O'Dwyer 
spok to the Deputy Consul General and xplained their 
inability to attend be aus of other commitm nts. Th 
Minist r subs quen ly had an opportunity of se ing O'Dwyer 
briefly at a rec ption gi n by Ambassador Kennedy on 
Tu sday, October 4. 

3. The Minist r op n d the discussion by explaining th 
Governm ni., 1 · position on orthcrn Ireland. He aid that 
the Go ernm nt 1 ev ntual aim was a unit d Ireland hrough 
peaceful means and b con nt. The Minist r aid thah th 
Go ernm nt. und rstood and appreciated the in rest and con­
cern of th Irish-American ommunity ·n regard to the prob­
lem of Northern Ireland and h had been anxious to meet 
Irish-American ommunity leaders to let them know the 
position of the Government ·n regard to Nori ,h rn Ireland. 
He said that the Go rnment. and people of Ireland realiz d 
that the problera was a compl x one and he knew that i,he 
majority of Irish-American would appreciate that decisions 
on the b ~ t method of achie ing th Governm nt 1 s aim could 
be mad onl by the elec ed representati s of the peopl 
of Ireland. The Minister said that the Government appre­
ciated Pr sident Cart r' recent ta ment on Northern 
Ireland and the Minist r went on to name S nators Kennedy 
and Moynihan, Speak r T. P. O'Neill and Go ernor Hugh Car y. 
He said that h wi hed to plac on the public record th 
Government's appreciation of their efforts in bringing 
about the st..at m nt. He xplained that th Government 
welcomed the statem nt be au e, fir ·t, it r ognized th 
role of he Iri h Government in regard to finding a jus 
solution to th problem of Northern Ireland; secondly, 
the offer of economic assistance in the e ent of a just 
settlem nt being found was ncouraging as e anomie 
stability would be of grea assistance in producing 
political tability. The Minister then wen on to out-
line th background to the m eting between the Taoisea h 
and Prim Minister in London on September 2 • He said that, 
befor the meeting, the Gov rnment had had several cone rn . 
The two major concerns were th situation of constitu ional 
stalemate which had exis ed in Northern r land for the past 
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of America of the AFL-CIO and a R solution presented by 
the International Longshorem ns' Association to the 
AFL-CIO. (Copies attach d). The Minister said that he 
appre iated Mr. Law 's frankness but tha h was aware 
that mon y ollected in connection with Northern Ireland 
did go to buy arms and that there could b no ambiguity 
in regard to the Government's position on that issue. 
Lawe interven d at thi stage to say that his point was 
that there w r such strong s ntimen s in the community 
in regard to Northern Ir land that fund-raising would con­
tinue ~tong the Irish-Ameri an community. Lawe's point 
seemed t,o be that th re w re a goodly number of Irish­
Americans who would continue to raise mon y among he 
community without a king questions as to wh r that money 
went. Lawe thanked the Mini ter for meeting with Irish­
Ameri an community leader and said that h would wish 
to continue these meetings. The Minister in turn und r­
took that he would reply in writing to the Resolutions 
which Mr. La we had given him. 

5. (c) Mr. William Brennan of the Commodor John Barry 
Society of Philadelphia and the Federated Irish Societies 
of the Delaware Valley, said that insofar a Philadelphia 
was con erned, the general membership of Irish organiza ions 
there were no supporters of th IRA. Many of the memb rs, 
however, had come in recent y ars from Northern Ireland. 
They r ceived regular reports on the ill-treatment of 
relatives and friends who had b en arrested in orthern 
Ireland and there wa a gen ral feeling that very little 
was being done about su h ill-treatment by the Irish 
Governmen • He said that, for him as an Irish-American 
community leader, responding to such allegations was the 
main problem. The Minister and Assistant Secre ary Donlon 
explained to him th procedures adopted by our Department 
in dealing with allega ions of torture and Mr. Brennan 
seemed to accept that the situation was being d alt with. 

5 (d) Dr. John Campb 11, President of the Irish Institute, 
who wa und r the impression that the Strasbourg case had 
been fin lized, tated that he belie,ed that it had received 
no publicity and that there was still widespread torture and 
·11 tr atment of prisoners in both Northern Ireland and in 
Britain. The Minister e plained to him the status of th 

Strasbourg case and stated also that he issue of the 
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ill-tr atment of Irish pri on r in Britain had been 
raised with the British Go rnm nt during ·Che m eting 
betwe nth aoiseach and British Prime Mini ter on 
Sep emb r 2 . A si tant S retary Donlon explained in 
som deta'l th machin ry which the Departmen had estab­
lished for dealing with u h omplaints. 

5. (e) Judg James J. Com rford stated tha h agreed 
with the previous speak rs and that he himself had ben in­
volv d in the sending of funds to Ir land which he knew had 
been us d for 1 gitimat purpo es although h had no doubt 
that som mon y ent o er was used for iol nc • Com rford, 
in his stat m nt, adv r d to allegation whi h have b en 
curr nt among the mor militant AOH m mb rs that the mon y 
rai ed by that organization for the orth rn Ireland 
Resurg nc Trust Fund wa · u ed by the lat Cardinal Conway 
for other purposes. He said, without implying that it 

was his view, that there had been a fe ling among the com­
munity that the fund had not been properly ac ounted for. 
It is worth noting that at 1 a t two r port have been pr -
sented to the AOH accounting in full for the fund and 
that a film made by the ruste s has been in th poss s­
sion of the AOH for som y ar • This all gation, which 
was presumably introdu ed by Comerford to how hat feel­
ings about the misu e of fund are not limit d to on 
organization, has been raised again r ently by the NORAID 
faction in the AOH to count r the moves of the moderates 
to give any money collect d to the Northern Ir land 
Resurgen e Trust Fund. 

5. (f) Mr. Tom M Nabb thanked the Minister forth oppor-
tuni y of m eting him and pr s nted him with documen ation 
in regard to what he de crib d as a 'soon-to-b -creat d ad 
hoc Committe or Irish Affairs'. (Copy attach d). Mr. 
McNabb stat d that 35 Congr men had already agr ed to 
participate in th Commit ee which h said had been created 
at the requ st of the AOH. During the ourse of his pres n­
tation, he remarked -that, whil the AOH had been lobbying 
for the Committee on Capitol Hill, they had been opposed by 
the Hous Speaker, Tip 0 1 eill, and by an officer of t..h 
Embas y in Washington. (B fore departing from the United 
State , th Minis er spoke to Mr. Jack K n , ational 
Pr sident of the AOH, on th t 1 phon and w unders and 
that h Minist r will wri e to him nominating an offi er 
of the D partment in Dublin and in th Unit d States to 
liaise with him on North rn Ireland matters). 

• • 
,. 
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S. (g) Mr. Ed Malloy, President of th Fri ndly Sons 
of SL. Patrick in Philadelphia, onfin d him elf to giv­
ing a brief d scription of h Society and · ta~ed that it 
was non-political and ompo ·ed of cat,holics and prot stan 
He said that th Society aw its main endea our now as help­
ing Iri h people through s holarships, t • 

6. All th participant f lt that the meeting 
worthwhile on and thy expr ssed them elves as 
for th opportunity of m eting the Minister and 
their point of view. All xpr ssed a de ire to 
su h me t'ngs in the futur and all atcd tha 
Minist r had won their p rsonal goodwill. 

Con ul G n ral 

GOC/nps 
En ls : 

had been a 
grateful 
of putting 
continue 
the 

c.c. Mr. Mi hae] Lillis, Counsellor, Emba y, Washington, DC 
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The Honorable 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear 

21 · 77 )IOTST"UT 

ASTOf'ltiA, New YOJIItl( 11105 

(2 I 2) 932· 4448 

I am writing to enlist your membership in a soon to be 
created Ad Hoc Congressional Committee for Irish Affairs. . . 

The Committee is being created at the request of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, representing hundreds of thousands 
of Irish Americans throughout the United States. I have been 
requested to serve as Chairman of the Committee by National 
President John M. "Jack" K_eane. A copy of Mr. Keane's 1 et ter 
is enclosed. 

Such an Ad ~oc ~ommittee is needed to insure that the 
U.S. Congress continues to focus attention on the complex and 
multi - faceted Irish question. Among the Committee's early 
objectives will be a formal r ·equest to the House International 
Relations Committee to convene comprehensive hearings on 
Ireland with special emphasis on the following matters. 

1) Issue of human rights violations employed by Britain, 
violations which continue today despite Britain's admission 
of guilt before the European Commission on !Iuman Rights. 

2) Investigation into the State Department's policy of 
denying visas to leading Irish political figures seeking to 
visit America, most recently Ruairi 0 Bradaigh, President 
of the Sinn Fein Party. 

3) The question of self-determination for Ireland to decide 
the reunification question. 

4) A discussion and analysis of the President's recent 
statement on Ireland including his call for possible U.S. 
economic aid for Ireland. 

5) An examination of U.S. · "neutrality" in the Irish 
question. 

The Ad Iloc Committee will also serve as a research and 
information clearinghouse for ~fembers interested in Ireland. 
!Iowever, its primary purpose will be as a political action 
organization working to jnsure that Irisl1 - American interests 
are addressed by the Congress and the Administration.· 

I hope to formally announce the establishment of the 
Committee at a l\fashington press conference before the end 
of the month. I \vould therefore appreciate your promptly 
advising me of your interest and availability .. Your h'ork on 
behalf of peace and justice in Ireland is well known to me, 
and your participation in the Committee would be invaluable 
to its success . It is an important new initiative h'hich needs 
your help :1nd active input. Please call my office at 52464. 

Sincerely, 

! 
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objectives will be a formal request to the House International 
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violCltions which continue today despite Britain's admission 
of guilt before the European Commission on lIuman Rights. 

2) Investigation into the State Department's policy of 
denying vi~as to leading Irish political figures seeking to 
visit America, most recently Ruairi 0 Bradaigh, President 
of the Sinn Fein Party. 

3) The question of self-determination [or Ireland to decide 
the reunification question. 

4) A discussion and analysis of the President's recent 
statement on Ireland including his call for possible U.S. 
economic aid for Ireland. 

5) An examination of U.S. · "neutralityll in the Irish 
question. 

The Ad Iloc Committee ,,,ill also serve as a research <lnd 
information clearinghouse for ~fembers interested in Ireland. 
lIowever, its primary purpose will be as a political action 
organization working to insure that Irish - American interests 
(lre addressed by the Congress and the Administration: 

I hope to formally announce the establishment of the 
COJllmittee at a Washington press conference before the cnd 
of the month. I ,..,ould therefore appreciate your promptly 
advising me of your interest anti availability. Your work on 
behalf of peace and justice in Ireland is well known to me, 
[I n d you r par tic i pat ion in the Co m m i t tee ,.., 0 u 1 d be i n v a 1 u a b I e 
to its slIccess . It is an important new initiative ,,'hich needs 
you r he 1 pan d ;1 c t i vc i 11 put. PIe (1 sec a I I lily 0 f [ ice a t 5 2 4 64 . 

Sjncerely, 

, 



, 

• 

ST_3_TE~ENT OF THE HONORABLE t1ARIO BIAGGI OF NEW YORK 

v~:L::J:NESDAY, SEPTEI1BER 2 8 , 19 7 7 

I cvnsider this to be a high honor and am both proud and 

pl2a.sed to accept. It is gratifying that already, the Cornmi tte~ 

'Co2~ts nora t~1an 30 Members of Congress. vle are unified in 

Zu?port for peace and justice in !~eland and share the belief 

that GO~ enough is being done by the United States to promote 

T:.e C;J_:t:J i ttee' s objectives are: 

l. '1\.: 0ain full Cor1g::>essional hearings on all facets of 

~~~ Irish question ~ith particular attention placed o~ 

h1t:.1 :~.n ~~ig)1ts violations ccml'ili tted by Bl""'i tain; 

2. To ~ ~~n a ~eversal of current policies used by the 

Str•·i-!Z Depa:<:>t:ncnt 1:o deny visas for leading political 

•.·.· ·r .. ..,...,.~ f~- I-n ~ d ~ - 0L.:."'.:. ... ·or.L _e.Lan ; and 

3. To h~ve access to the President and give him a broad~r 

r~rspcctive on Ireland and the views of the hundreds 

of "'ch0USc..nds of Irish knel"ica!"!s the Corr.:-1i ttee h2.s been 

;.· · l'-,..~~J· •.. ,.-1 tn r.., ..... -.,~c..:- c'"'t 
• ~.- J ........ - . ..... -· ,_ - ...... .:. ; - c u "'1 • 

COI:"'..!l.i ::·:.:.; ·.-: •• 

, 

• 

ST35E~ENT OF THE HONORABl.E HARIO BIAGGI OF NEW YORK 

v~L:JNESDAY, SEPTEI1BER 28, 1977 

I cvnsider this to be a high honor and am both proud and 

pl~a.sed to accept. It is gratifying that already, the Cornmi ttee 

to?~ ts ncrc t~1an 30 Members of Congress. vIe are unified in 

zu?port for peace and justice in I~eland and share the belief 

that GO~ enough is being done by the United States to promote 

T"\e C()x.1ittee's objectives are : 

1. '1\; Gain full CO!1g:'essional hearings on all facets of 

~~~ Irish question with particular attention placed 0~ 

hh:X~'1 l."'ishts violations comJni tted by Bl .... i tain; 

2. To r~~n a ~eversal of current policies used by the 

St,"i--= De pa.:;:>t:nent to deny visas for leading political 

'.'.- 'T • ., .... . ~ f'- I~" d 
4. _..::>t:.:. '-'.J .·.·OQ. _ e .Lan ; and 

3. To 11c:.ve access to the Pl"'esident and give him a broad.:!r 

r~rspective on Ireland and the views of the hundrads 

of "chousc.nds of Irish Allel .... ica!1s the CO!T.:-:1i ttee has bec.n 

:"- l'- 'hC) J·, .· ",.1 t" r"'''' '''''' t . \- - ,.... ... . ..... ' _. .... - _;. . _ e. se;). • 



FROM CONGRESSMAN 

=: ~;)10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, N.Y. '1: < .;;• · . :::J EAST BRONX AND NORTH QUEENS U:::::: .... ~ --

PRESS CONTACT: 
(o) 

Bob Blancato 
202-225-2464 

NE\-JS ASSIGNMENT TIP 

U.S. Rep. Mario Biaggi (D-N.Y.) will hold a press conference 

Hednesdi:iY, Sept. 2 8 at 2 PH, to announce the newly formed Ad Hcc 

r.ong1··e:~sional Committee for Irish Affairs. 

The Committee has been cre~ted at the request of the Ancie-r,:.: 

0:~-~:r; · _. of ~Ebernians, a national organization representing hundi·~t'~r~ 

of ·i.:l1Ct;:J .- l ~·~~ls of Irish Americans. Rep. Biaggi was asked to serve ·· ~' 

c:a.-d.:nn.:!n by i~ational President, John M. ''Jack" Keane, Hho cited 

l:J.~-rrcri's ~..-..J..O'-"o- "lc:~;st=.nding cor:u:1itment to peace and justice in Irelar.d''. 

The .:;c-,:!:-:::.3.7.-:e~, co!!lposed of more than 30 Hembers of Congress, 

will wo~k fo~ early Congressional hearings on the Irish question. 

prominent ·rri.sh AJr.e.rican leaders \.;rill participate at the press 

confcrc-~nce. 

llpG.::ted list of Committee Hembers follov7S: 

~~~l~a~ R. Cotter (D-Conn) 
L"<:~";cr: i·:. Hanley (D-NY) 
EuN~~n ?. Beard (D-RI) 
B!"ll-~~ F. Cc:Duto (R-NY) 
Joj1:r• G. Far'~' (D-Ill) 
J ~- I'(..)):r0 _/\. &-nbro ( D-NY) 
Jo~h~~ Eilberg (D-Pa) 
Silvio 0. Conte (R-Nass) 
Chai'l-?.s B. Ran gc 1 ( D-NY) 
Ant8nio Borja Won Pat (D-Guam) 
l1:c;. U 1t:W J. Rinuldo ( R--:-JJ) 
Ler; !"t;.: :r:' L. Holff ( D-NY) 
Leo C. Zeferetti (D-l~Y) 
Benj?.r.d.n S. Rosenthal CD-NY) 
W:i.lliaJn F. t~a ls!l ( R.-NY) 
Gladys Noon Spelloan (D-Md) 
Joseph P. Addabbo (D-NY) 
Peter W. Rodino, Jr. (D-NJ) 

Robe~t A. Roe (D-NJ) 
Austin J. Hurphy (D-P.:: ~­
Phillip Burton (D-C~~if) 
J. Herbert Burke (R-?J.2) 
cr.ristopher J. Dodd ( 1) .. 1~0~ ·f~: 
Edward W. Pattison (D~N~) 
Thomas J. Dm·n-.ey ( D--r.JY) 
Mary Rose Ca~ar (D-Ohio) 
Doug Walgren (D-Pa) 
Ed~.vc:rd P. Boland (D-i1.::.::·;) 
He~ry J. Hyde {R-Ill) 
Jose-.::h A. Le Fante (D--HJ) 
Jamc~ J. Dela~ey (D-NY) 
Benjamin A. Gi.lr..;:;.n 0~-Wl) 
Ja~es M. Collins (R-7ex) 
Margaret M. Heckler (R-Kass) 
Bob Traxler (D-Mich) 
John N. Murphy (D--NY) 

DATE: ~ednesday, Se?tember 28, 1977 

PLACE: 1324 LongHorth House Office Building 

TH1E: 2: 00 PM 

COVERAGE HILL BE APPR:CIATED 

FROM CONGRESSMAN 

r:.=.- P:: - ::, 10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, N.V. [1:>;: i' ". ' ::1 EAST BRONX AND NORTH QUEENS c:::::::i2.-:',;,' '::::J 

FRESS CONTACT: Bob Blancato 
(0) 202-225-2464 

NE\>JS ASSIGNMENT TIP 

U.S. Rep. Hario Biaggi (D-N.Y.) will hold a press conference 

Wednesda.y, Sept. 28 at 2 PH, to announce the newly formed Ad Hoc 

r;ongl··i!~7.sional Corm ttee for Irish Affairs. 

The Committee has been created at the request of the Ancie-r.i.: 

O:!' ·;lf': ".' of !I~_bernians, a national ol"ganization representing hund:r·<::('r~ 

of t~lGl.i:'; :l~·,ds of Irish Americans. Rep. Biaggi was asked to serve ,.~.; 

by National President, John M. "Jack" Keane, Hho ci·ted 

P.l.' - (red t S , 0";"0- "lc:1,gstanding cOmr.:1itment to peace and justice in Irelar.d". 

The Co!:.':.'j.7.-":e~, cO!!lposed of more than 30 Nerrtbers of Congress, 

will wo~k fov early Congressional hearings on the Irish question. 

I ;2lflb2rs of CQ:;-l~:,ess serving on the COTi'ar:i i:Jcee as vlell as several 

prolf1inen t 'I~"'i2h AIr.e.rican leaders Hill participate at the press 

conference. 

U1!G.::ted list of COl'IlJ.li ttee Hembers follows: 

K~ .~l~a~ R. Cotter CD-Conn) 
lfw:; c~: j'~. Hanley (D-NY) 
EU~~~G P. Beard CD-RI) 
B!"11·::8 F. (~:()uto (R-NY) 
Joi):r. G. Far';' (D-I2l) 
J C;';I'OJ:I(! J\. &'llbro (D-NY) 
Jo~hu~ Eilberg CD-Pal 
Silvio o. Conte (R-I'lass) 
ChaT'l2.s B. Rangel (D-NY) 
A!~'i:ljr~io Borj a ~von Pa.t (D-G'..lam ) 
Hat i:.1 H:.M J. Rin<J.lco (R--:~J) 
LEB !:(; :(' L. Wolff (D-NY ) 
Leo C. Zaferetti (D-~Y) 
Benj2i • .j.n S. Rosenthal CD-NY) 
WilliruR F. Welsh C~-NY) 
Gladys l~on Spellnan CD-Md) 
Joseph P. Addabbo (D-NY) 
Peter W. Rodino, Jr. (D-NJ) 

Robe~t A. Roe (D-NJ) 
AusTin J. Hur·phy (D-P.:, ~ 

• • CT'. ., 1''- ' PhlllJ.p Bur-:on ,LI-l.a .. :!.):) 
J. He~bc~t Burke (R-PJ .~) 
Christopher J. Dodd (D .. (~0.'f~ ~ 
Edward W. Pattison (D~NY) 
Thomas J. Dm·jT.ey (D .. NY) 
Mary Rose Cakar (D-Ohio) 
Doug Walgren CD-Pal 
Ed~Y2.rd P. Bol2,nd (D-H,:a:';) 
He~ry J. Hyde (R-Ill) 
Jose-r::h A. Le ranTe (D··lrJ I 
Jarne~ J. Dela~ey (~-NY) 
Benj amin A. Gilr..-::n eR-tTY) 
Ja~es M. Collins (R-~ex) 
Margaret M. Heckler (R-Mass) 
Bob Traxler (D-Mich) 
John H. Nurphy (D··NY) 

DATE: Wednesday, Se?ternber 28, 1977 

PLACE: 1324 Long\vorth House Office Building 

TINE: 2:00 PM 

COVERAGE HILL BE APPRZCIATED 

~(.::::,. ,. 
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