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I ~d.sh to rerort tha ~ I attended a frin~e meetin0 c. t the Young 

Conservatives fu1n~ul Conference in Eastbourne on 1a~t Saturday, 

\Thich lras oreanizod I);)' the Young Conservative 13r<tnch of the I-:ond.:l.y 

Club and at uhich the principal speaker uc.s John Did'cs-Javicon , 

one of the Party's front-bench spol::esmen on Uorthc:?'2 lrela!ld. 

Biggs-Davison made quite a madera tc and :::cnsiblc speech, in ui1ich he 

eave the impre:Jsion that the only 'l·ray he sa11 to resolve the pre:::e:1i 

poli t: cal iupn.s.::;c i~ .Tori_:h~rP I:celand llD.S via an C:!':Jergency coalition 

GoveJ~n.-nent (this is very much in line ui th the position he took du.rinc 

our private converse. tion a~; the Tory Party Conference in BriG}l ton 

last October see page 7 of my report of the 11th October 1976 on t:1e 
Conference). In reply to quos tions after1·nrds, he tried to play do 1m 

any strains in the relat:i..0nship bet·.reen D.1blin and London and said 

thn. t, uhil c there ucre dvubts in London fron tir'lc to tirac a bout the 

policies and actions of the Dublin Government, Dublin h.:1d an equal 

ri[;ht to be dintr~stf'l,_ of the British Gove=~?lent, in particulc..r Given 

the noetin~;s "Which hu.::. J,< l:t-:n place bctuecn them 3nd the Provos in the 

pa.::: t. 

Follm·:ir.g the r:tee-ti:'lt:; B. ;;,-;s-Davison invited ne to join hin for diY" .... !er 

but. az there i·:ere t::o of his co!'lsti tue~:cy colle<.c.tcs also presen t, 

it uas not po2-siblc to :>o~d 'hiL'l out in yery ~uch de?il about the 
'"Jt" 

recent visit of Airey l7e:~ ve to !;orthcrn Ireland a::d ·about Tor~, }:.Olic~' 

ccncrall)· to1;arcis the l.'r:-·;ince at the rr:o:::c:1t . ::e did ncntio:1, ho·:c•Tcr, 
flisL!. nT'0int-:::e:r.t 

t'iw.t Jin 1-iolyneaux had F.., :;rcsse:d :;::-eat 1 ina ·f nis aclninistrative cl~vC'luJ~ .:.o,. 

proJ~o::;als had in :.::ecc:1t ~--:.-:: 3 been considE-raul:: \:-c.te-red d:::>·.r.1 and J .... n2.."v , 
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I ~dsh to report tha ~ I attended a frin[e meetin~ [. t the Young 

Conservatives Annu~l Conference in Eastbourne on lact Saturday, 

lThich lTas or~ni~0d I)y the Young Conserv.::ttive 13r'lnch of the r·:ond..::!.y 

Club and at lThich the principal speaker liUS John DiQ"cs-JaviGon , 

one of the Party's front-bench spol:eamen on llorthcY;l1 Ireland. 

Biegs-Davison made quite a moderate and scnsible speech, in \Thich he 

f,Uye the impression that the only Hay he salT to resolve the pre:::eni 

poli t: eal iuIXls::;e in 30rthc>rp Ireland \oms via an C:!:lergency coalition 

Gove)~n.'r.ent (this is very p.1Uch in line ui th the position he took durin: 

our private convcrs&tion at the Tory Party ~onfcrcnce in BriGhton 

la.st October sce page 7 of my report of the 11th October 1976 on t~1CJ 

Conference). In reply to quos tions afteri-;;J.rds, he tried to play do~m 
a.ny atrains in the relat:'0nship bet'.Tecn ]}.lblin and London and said 

that, "Thile ihere Here dc.;ubts in London fron tine to tiIJ.e about the 

policies and actions 0; the Dublin Government f Dublin h.::td an equal 

ric;ht to be distrustflll. of the British Gove=~::.-;€nt, in particul.::.r Givcn 

the nc:etin~;s r:hich hu:: J • .; J:p.n place botueen them and the Provos in the 

pact. 

Follml'ir.g the i!toeti:'lC B. g.':s-fuvison i!lvi tC'd ne to join hin for di:l.""ler 

but J az there '\-:ere t::o of his cons ti tuoY!cy collc.:,G.tes also presc~1 t, 

it \TUS not pocsible to "o~d hilJl out in ycry ::mch de~ail about the 
~r~. 

rocent visit of Air:ey J:e:~ ve to Uorthcrn Ireland a::d' about Tor~r l-olie:! 

cenerally to.m.rcis the i'r:-'lince at the r:::o::ent . ::e did ncntion, ho,:ev~r, 
Ais'::'1)T'0int~c:r.t 

t "iJO.t Jil:ll·!ol~,'1leo.ux h.::.dF<Jre!Jscd C;=eat /inaof11.is .:2dninistrative Qt;)v01J.-:;':'0!". 

prOF033.ls had in ~e.:e!lt ~"': t"'::J been consid <:raul:: ,·;<:!i..e-red do~r.1 .::.nd J"he.JwI 

' ,':cause of ti1eir fe.::.:!: of i" ~'eing '..tZcd :cr ~l:'t;,er3hip p'JIpo::;es I :::c 
n"d 

0f.~icial Unionist Pnr o:j' : '1 ;~,J ... . ::0rn Ircl.:'l'.(/~: ter8d hie lIGrc.:ltcr COi.::.cil 

:-:,,~ di!1!l.c-,- did p~ovidc L:C 
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in very firm term::; to :SiGL.:s-D.:J.Visor. t:111.d to l)Oi~u. Ull t tho. t thi::; 

position hnd beer.. acceptod in tuo fu.:-n ("vilu.C:crally end in the 

by the British Gover.onent but had boer.., to our surpri::;e, rejected 

in the Council of Surope context. ~;e m:n; connilicrnblc ~cri t in 

this arcuncnt o.ncl said. tta t, if \TO could l•.:t hir.:. ta vo zo::1e •rri ttcn 

backeround L13. tcri[l.: c•1 it, it 1:ould be q_ui te 1v::l~::0:'.A l to hi:J. i."'l 

internal po.rty d~ ';CU3·.,;ion en the c:_ue::;tion of extr.J.d:::~:..on. ::le added 

tho. t there \ins q_u~- ·.;c a s tron~ feelinG in the :p,:; .cty c: t t~e r:!onec t, 

/ 

11hich \·las being 11.a inl~- stirred u:p by Bill van ;"j~r~ube~~ec, to have 

pressure put on Dubli·~ to sign the Europron Co1:.v.::r.tion on 'i'erro:cisB. 

In his speech to the rionchy Club Group EicC3-D.:l.vi..>on caid that it ;·:as 

no bad thing for the Conservative Party to be lecJ by o. C:onservctive. 

Hargarct Tha tenor hc..d hrice H:ci tten to the Cbairn~n of the Eondc.y Club 

to tharuc him for the Club's past loyalty and prcs~nt fidelity to 

ToryisiJ. The revolutionary left 'I'K:S no\·T domin.:;, tL115 the k.bour llnrty 

and, p.s ret;<J.rds Irelar..d, The Troo::,:>s Out Ilove:.wnt. enjo:,red SU:?]Ort on the 

left of the Party and r:;nve hope end encou:r:agc:-:wnt to the Provisiono.l 

IRA, in particular c.s it suggested that the \-iill of the British people 

was being broken dmm . 

T'.ae Official IRA uere Hoscou Earxists v1hilc the Provos vranted fOiTCJ: 

from the barrel of a cur:.. The Officials no•r procably realised thnt 

insurrection mit;ht not achieve a Cubo. in t..'l1esc islands. The Prover, 

on the otherhand, uore .:ae:;ing a 1'Ter ar,ainst t::1c people of Jri tain and 

Ireland and '\·rere of mo:rc danger perhaps to the Goverr.::10nt of tile 

Republic than to the Go·vcrnnent of the U.K . Some peo;.le still spoke 
-,.. .. 

of a car::pniGll to achibve civil rights in ITor'the~'!l Jrcl:-cr_d but uhat 1iaS 

going on had nothing to do 1li th ci v-11 rights . ThP. I?.l,. ca.r:paign -.ns an 

elitist conspiracy \:h.i..c£1 denied the nost funda::.:enkl cf !lu..."l.:tn rie;hts -

the rieht to live in } iterty under t! e lai·T. Cardi::v-l Con~ny had -.:ell 

described it as a canp.ic;n 1rhich sp,:tt in the face of Christ and "'l·ie all 

lmoH thc..t there is no cormection bet~recn terroris!.l .:.~cd nn:r for.:1 of 

christianity" . He \1ent on to uelco::e t::.:e inter-C.c:'o:::lination,:tl rc?crt 

presided over hy 3ish .. ~ Dc..lY ar..d in pn::::ticulnr its j -~j ica tion of tr~e 

prine facie dut:r of c.: tizens to support the security ,:')rces o.;~:dm;t all 

para!.lilitary croups. 

had the uill to vTin . 
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in very firm terns to :3i[;c"S-Dnvisor, Dl'lcJ to l;oLli; Ullt thnt thi::; 

poci tion ha d been accepte:d in t,-o fu=n ('Uilo:.. (.crally cnd in the -''' '\ ,"'\ , 
-"'vl 

by the Bri tinh Governnent but hncl b'=?('n, to our s'.lrprise, =ej cctecl 

in the Council of ~urope contcxt. \-~e sa , '1 considerable ~eri t in 

this arG\Elcnt and. said. tl:at, if 11e cot:J.d It;t hie tc:.yc: SO::le '.rritten 

backeround L12.tcrirt: C ;1 it, it l:culd be qui te hQl~~:':'.ll to hi::1 L"'l 

internal pnrty d~r;CU3·.;ion on the C!,.ue::;tion of ext=ad.: .. ~:"on. :::e add.ed 

th::tt there \1aa qu~_ ·';8 Cl El tronL feeline in the F .cty G't the :::lone:: t, 

I which \'lo.s beine r.:.ainl;- stirred up by Bill van ;j-:r~ube:1.~ee, to have 

pressure put on Dublitl to sign the European Convl:n:tion on ':i:'erro:cisl!l . 

In his speech to the !;onc'hy Club Group DiCG3-Do.vi.3on ::;aid that it ;',(lS 

no bad thine for the Conservative Party to cc lea by a C:on3crvative. 

!brgaret Tha tchcr hnd hTice l'l:ci tten to the Chairnn.n of the Eondc.y Club 

to tharuc h~ for the Club ' s pnst loyalty and p~csent fidelity to 

ToryisIJ . The revolution::try left vTc.s nOll dOIJin.:l t.L"'l5 the k.boU1: Pnrty 

and , p..s rec;nrda Irelar:d, The TrOO?S Out IIove::.1e:lt enjo:"cd ~3U::?:,ort on the 

left of the Party and Cflve hope cnd encouracer:le:nt to the Provisional 

IRA, in particular [.s it suggested that thc \dll of the British people 

was being broken dmm . 

The Official IRA. l1ere HOSCOl'l Earxists \'lhile the ProvoS \ranted FO'ile)~ 

from the ban'el of a cun. The Officials noOT procably reali::;cd that 

i nsurrection niGht not achieve a Cuba in t..'l1ese islands . The Provo: , 

on the otherhn,:ld , \'Tore .:aCing a ;'lnr against t:1C pcople of '3ritain and 

I rela.nd and '·Tere of morc d::!.ngcr perhaps to the Goverr..:lent of the 

Republic than to the C:o'v"crnnent of the U.K . SOl!lC peor,le still spoke 
'.,.. 

of a co."C!:p.:1icn to achi(;ve civil rich ts in ITol:'the~'!l Jrcl':-"l:d but uha t 11as 

going on had nothinG to do ia th civil ri&hts . T"hP. I;t;,. canpnign ~'r:13 an 

eli tis t conspiracy i:h.l.c I1 denied the nos t fundo.:::en tu 1 c f !l1n.O.n rich ts 

t hc riGht to live in } i'certy under the la"1. Cardin;.l Con~i3.y had ~rGll 

described it as a canp,icn l1hich spat in the facc of G-!lrist nnd ".·re nll 

lmO\'1 thr.t thcre is nc connection bei:'[8cn tcrroris!l ':::'~cd an:' fOr::l of 

christiani ty" . He 'lent on to iTelco;:.e t~e inter-c.er'o::li.natio~.::tl rc:?crt 

presided over hy 3ish'" ~ Dn,ly a.nd in })n.:=ticulo.r i"'cs j .. ~j ica -:ion of t£"8 

priIJc facie duty of c:'!;izens to support the sccurity 2:)!.'CC3 a.;o.iPJ:"'c all 

parauilitary croups . 

The sccuri ty forces ~ould L0"': succced unle3S the GO'lar;:-::crt ::-'Uli:~::; '.::; 

had the lall to 'fTin . 
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if men l'C!:ortE:d to violence they nuot have jt....:;t:i ce on their side. 

In add-; tion, the uo.Jin~n t I:Jyth of our tiLe lr.:!S that terrorism mun t 

1-lin <i1~d irdcc.:l. the euerilla h:.1 d been e::lev~ ted to the level of folk 

In Irol~~d, there 1ms an attcnpt to . 
conf"t;.SO the old 1·1.i. th the ncu, uhich 1ms in fact a spurious cor:!Xlrison. 

Ho\·Tever , no .::;'lerilJa. could hope to survive uithout the support of the 

people c.nd. this hr. !'>:id12 1 t got in Ireland, '.r!lero he ;ras alien. 

'l,..ncre hacl been coJJpl~ints that the security forcs.:; in l:o~t::ern Ireland 

had to opora. te ;r.i. th one hand bcl1incl theiJ~ b:1ck but uhen they h:J.d 

asked for specific .. megestionn they hadn 1 t got very much to go on. 

Terroriso oust be ci.efcated by superior and more nkilful force.:;. 

Uo one w:?lcomes mo:;.:-3 than the· terrorist the erosion of der.10cr:1cy 

by extrew.e measures, as it enables hira to usc the ]?Olice state ln. bel 

to bring interm.tional opprobrium on the stat9. Yet, and here 

Bic;gs-fuvison lTelcc;ncd the S!13 pre.:>ence in :tiorther11 Ireland, the state 

must above all uin. The beginning of the end 1muld cooe in !To::.·thern 

Ireland uhen the terrorists sau no hope of bending the British Hill . 

Despite recent statcncnts by the Secretary of State, the statement by 

the riRA after the Oxford Street to:nbinc;s sugc.:;stcd they did not beliovc 

that that stage had arrived. 'JJJ.is Has understan<bble in the li::;ht of 

the Government'::: unilateral disarmament policy in the face of the 

external threat and also •of the fact that me!llbcrs of the I.c::.bour Pnrty 

uere ~ involved in Tc:.r . This uas understood better in Ireland than 

over here . 

Some people 1rere cri tirol of the Irish Republic over extradition and 

over their fc.ilure to Dtcn the Zurope~n ConV.~1tion on Bxtr~dition but 

they have also their criticisms of us and have been appalled - as has 

the Tory Party-by the tm ffiti!lg betueen ;:.:erlyn Rees and the Proves • 
.f 

Compromise is not con mined in the voro bular.f of fam. tics and terroriso 

does not stop at the Irish sea . A...11trim is only fifteen miles fro::! 

Scotland . If Bri tn.in \·;eakenc and takes troops out , ho\·T long before 

there is a Scottish .:iepublican :u.:wy and a ·,ielsh L{epublican Axrr..y ~;ho 

v1ould sc.y th.=.t devolution is only a sopr 

In reply t o a question about the neAt election in the Republic , ~iGcs­

lhvison said th:.. t the la.0 t thine he 'Iii shed to do -.. ~.:; e~:press a!l opinio:r on 

vihoshould be s:'c.oiseach or 1·/"o should be the Party in po'.ier in D.i';)lin. 

lij1ile there h:1d been a p::..l;)e.t ;,JJ~}~rove!:l::mt i n the cooperation of the 

:JC'curity force:::; ar:d in ~.:.t,lo-!r~ rJh rel~ tions ~ince !:r Cos[;".:a vc took 
to decide 

~v er it 'I·T.:!S c. .Jrtttcr fo1: th2 :rinh clcGtoratcj,;!~o Sl!Ould fo=-:, the 

t . 
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if men l.'e!:orh:d to violence they LlUSt lw.ye j\.c:.;tjce on their side. 

In add'; hon, the u().Jin~nt J:lyth of our tiLe lC8 th.:lt terrorism munt 

\vin G.11d h .dcc.:'i the Guerilla hQd been c;levatod to the level of folk 

In Irola~d, there \ms an attcnpt to . 
COnf1;.S0 the old i·i.i. th the ne\1, uhich Im8 in f.:lct a spurious cor:p:1rison. 

Ho\·revcr, no .:;' lerilJ.n could hope to survive uithout the su:!.)port of the 

people and. this he: !">3.du' t got in Ireland, I'T~lero he \TaB alien. 

T'nere had been cOElpl~ints that the security fores.) in l;o~t~:ern Irel:::md 

hD-d to operate .l.l tll one hand behind their belck but iihen they h~d 

asked for specific .. mc;gestionn they hadn't bot very much to go on. 

Terroriso oust be a.efcated by sup~rior and more nkilful force3. 

no one \-lClcomes mO:A:3 than the' terrorist the erosion of de;:lOCr3.cy 

by extre:ne measures, as it enables hirl to use the policc state In.bcl 

to brille; interl13.tional opprobrium on the stat9. Yct, ~'ld here 

Bigffs-fuvison llelco,ned thc SAS pre3cnce in iTort!len1 Ireland, the stD. te 

must above all uin. The begip..ning of the end \-TOuld cooc in no~thern 

Ireland u11en the terrorists sau no hope of bending the British uill. 

Despite rccent stateI:lents by the Secretary of statc, the statement by 

the rIRA aftcr the Oxford. Street bo:nbines sugC~3ted thcy did not beliove 

that that staGe h~d arrived. Tnis U<lS understnn<bblc in the lisht of 

the Goverllillent:s unilateral disarmament policy in the face of the 

external thre3.t and also .of the fact that me!llbers of the Labour Pnrty 

\lere ~ involved in TCI·l . This uas understood better in Ireland than 
ovel: here. 

Some people uere critirol of the Irish Republic over extradition and 

over theil: failure to Dtcn the 2uropean Con~~htion on Dxtradition but 

they have also their criticisms of us and have been appalled - as has 

the Tory Party-by the truffiting betileen i.~erlyn Rees and the Provos . 
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Compromise is not contained in the vOC3.bular-J of fanatics and terrorism 

does not stop at the Irish sea . L~trim is only fifteen miles fro~ 
Scotland . If Britain \1eakenc and takes troeps out, ho\'[ long before 

there is a Scottish Republican J...rmy and a ~ielsh Ilepublican Arrr.y ~·;ho 

"lould say th~t devolution is only a sop!' 

In reply to a question about the neAt election in the Republic, 3iGCs-

fuvison s~id th?t the la.::t thinG he l;ished to do 'i~3 e:::press a!1 opinion on 

wboshould be ~aoiseach or It""O should be thc Party in pouer in DJ."::llin. 

i'nlile thel'e had been a p:'0e:1; J il~1~roven8nt in the cooperation of the 

:J~curity forccG c.r:d in ~.:.~lo-!r~f.h rel~tio!ls ~incc I:r CO:::b~avc took 
to d.ecide 

~ ver it 'I-l:.lS a .Jrtttcr fOI' th.? :rinh cIC'~toratc/,;[~O sllOuld fo:-:-:, thc 
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Governnent. Con.or Cruise O'Brien hJ.d ::;oj d :::orne rcn;::r_~able things 

about Ho::::thcrn J.r0lnnd and they in ~rticulc r HClc011ed his recent 

speech on the Irish Constitution. 'I'he;-t uoulcl. nuch prcicr to hJ.vc 

seen Articles 2 ar.d. 5, rather than Article:. 4tL, rC'!moved yet they nust 

not forcct tho. t :..-:. recent times very helpful c;losses had been put on 

these Articles. He c.1.dded that t:te present 'f,l.C is each 1 s fc. ther had 

entered j nto a VCr'J fJ.r:1ous tripnrti te agreerner.~ i:u the 20 1 s, uhcn 

Dublin recocnised :To::: the~n Ireland, uhich hacl r. ~c.11 deposited in the 

Learrue of Nations. 

Asked about Tory support for the bipartisan polir.y, Biccs-D:tvison 

said that so far as possible national emerJen~les should be treated 

by no. tional unity . 
I 

The neu Secretary of State hacl shoun his 

Hillingness to prosecute the sccur.i ty compai~:_;n 1:i til vieour, an~ fo::­

ir.stance, l'lhen the UDR 1·1ere under cri ticisi:l he !wei gone out 0::1 patrol 

l·li th them . The central question i-rct3 hou to cet the eodfathers 

behind bars and, in this regard , it 1·:as temptine to ask vihy shouldn't 

detention be used . The trouble 1ms hovrever that it had been 

discredited in the past by its indiscrii:linutc use and at one time 

there uerc so many people interned that there was scarcely an R. C. 

f amily uho didn t t lmo-.r somebody inside . 

He then 1·rent on to spc.,~k about the 1956/ 62 IRA car.rpaicn lThich , he 

pointed out , md recei·rcd very little su~port fro!:~ Catholics in r;orJ.;horn 

Ireland . If Unio::1is t:J at thal monen t , in pD.rti cular Lord Brockebo~~Oi.t{;!: , 
{',l"' ;.. 

had exprc3sed their e::'n~itude t o the steadiness of R. C. s and lli~d 

adL:titted that sor:le t~1:.~.cs l>..ad been -1rrong in the past , then history micht 

have been different . 

~ilitary 
Asked if a/ solution v:.s the only i·ray for'l·:3rd , he said that progress 

on the political fronJ._ ilould be helpful to a oili tary solution. T:.'le 

present fruntrc. tion ~f poli ti02.l leaders. in r;orthcrn IrelCJ.nd \'1:!3 verJ 

dant;erous and the Co:.s.)r;o.tive Fc.rty vr.:ts verJ i'lOrried at t}1e vac'J.u:J 

t hat existed be-t~~ccn :t•.:al Governnent in the Provin~e , >:!lich had very 

limited poilers , c.r..d t::e represent.::.tion in the Hou::;e of Co:::::ons . ·The 

r eal ity of Goverr.=.ent :i :. '•orthe:rn I:::cla.."'ld today '.i'Cl.s of a burec.ucro. tic 

colonial sys~en ~fhich •lo·:.: .i !1v"t h:we been toler.:!. ted in any colony ov~r:c~s. 
for 

They shottld!1 t t \·iait '.;herc;f'c,:o ;_,' P. ;.lilitary victory before tc.~:L"le c. roli t::.~.::.l 

i nit i c.tivc. 
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• 
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Government. Conor Cruise O'13ricn l:~d 80 jd SO!1e :rem.::r.~able things 
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these Articles. He ,',dded tha t t :le present 'r<l.cisca ch's f a ther had 

entered jnto a vC"r"J f ..lt1ow:: tripo.:ctite aere e1!l€'r..-l; iH the 20's , "hen 

Dublin reCOGnised :70:::' the~n Ireland, uhich ha d. r, ,,, (..11 deposited in the 

Le.:t~e of Nations. 

Asked about Tory support for the bipo.rtisan policy , BiGCS-Davison 

said that so far as possible national emerJ en('les should be tre.o!.tetl 

by national unity . I 
T'ne ne11 Secretary of StD. to r..~cl Sh0\111 his 

"Tillingness to prosecute the secur,ity compai[;11 \.'itil viGour, an~ fo:: 

iJ'.stance , 1'lhen the UDR 1'1ere under criticiSI:J. he :wd gone out on patrol 

"ll. th th cm . The centr.:ll question ,ms hOl'r to Cet the eodfathers 

behind ba rs and, in this regard , it ,·:as temp tine to azk lihy shouldn't 

detention be used. The trouble Has hovTever that it had been 

dis credited in the past by its indiscrioin.::te use and at one time 

there 1'rerc so many people interned that there "13.S scarcely an R. C. 

f amily 11ho didn t t knO'IT somebody inside . 

Re then i·~ent on to spcc;~k about the 1956/ 62 IRA canpaicn iThich t he 

pointed out , h.o.d recei'r8d very little sU:9port fro::l Ca t~lOlics in nor'.;}> crn 

Ireland . If Unionir;t::; at tharrno::lent , in p<lrticular Lord Brookebo~~Oi.lC-'n. , 
-l"';' 

had expre3sed their c=.::~itude to the steadin~ss of R. C. s and Th~d 

ad.ni tted that some t!l:' :-.t;S had been ',TroD.{; in the pD-st , then history mit:ht 

have been different . 

~ilitary 
Asked if a/ ~olution "' :'~ the only ,:ay for'l:.:lrd , he said that progress 

on the political fron'" uould be helpful to a oili t::try solution. T:'1C 

present frU3tr=.tion ~f politicul leaders ,in l~orthern Ireland "r::!.::; vCr'J 

dancerous and t}le CO:i8 ,~r-la tive Party v13.s very lTorried at tlle vaC'J.u:l 

t hat existed bet~~ecn :t.;al Governnent in the Province , ;:hich had very 

limi ted pO'llers , ar..d Le rt")pre3ent~ tion in the nOU3e of CO::-J:ons . ' The 

r eali ty of Gover~ent 5; .. ',orthern I=cla:ld todzy ~~s of a bure8.ucra tic 

colonial sys ~C!:l ~ihich .IC" ,' ,1 n~ ~ h:we been tolero. tcd in any eolon~/ ov ')r: c.:!s . 
Tor 

They shouldn ' t '\';8.i t :hE'rG-I"(,~ :/ <~ :.:ili tary victory before ta~:i.."'lC a Foli t:"~al 

initiative. 
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In reply to n q_ue;;tion about his oun Pa:r:ty'n thinl:inc at the nonent, 

Big&n-D ..... vison said thn.t they hn.d bec!1 drafting proponn.ln for an 

interim Cotmcil oi Stu tc lfhich they felt uo:1ld help fill the vacuuo 

in the Provii.1.ce. 

Asked about pouer.-s:,·.ring , he said that it existed at the r:Joment in n::my 

local authoritie-::. He thought it unui::;e to p~etend that the SDLP 

1 didn't cor,1e neare~~ to expressing the politie<::.l vieus of n.c~s. 

l That party l:<:>.s of course a nixed btmch, some bein8 heirs to the old 
l 
~~ nationali0t party and others going across into extrcr:1e republic::m 

7-
syr.Jpa thies. Inn ti tu ~ionali::;cd po1;er-sho.rinc couldn't be \·rri tten 

l -=------- into a nel-l' llol:thc>.:.n Ireland Constitution. Yet the o~1US uas on the 
·1 

i 
Unionists, llho uould be the undisputed majority ubatcver ho.ppened, 

, to make every effort to carry alone the vn.lid . repre::::ontntives of the 

~ R.C. connunity and not to drive the uhole of this Conntmity into the 

: nrms of the Republican I·Iovemen t . Hany in the SDLP had said that 

they uere pre:rured to tnl~e an On th of Allegiance nnd to cooperate 

in the Govoninont of Ulster. One could not say that one \-roulcl never 

look at partnership Government in the initial stages and, in this 

reeard, one raUDt distinGUish behreen the SDI,P nnd others on t:ha t ::::ide 

of the fence. In emergencies the British systen of denocrc.cy did 

allow· for coalitions a:1d. the urlionists uould be \Iell advised in movinc 

foruard to a neu systerr of devolution to carry uith them P...'::. 

represcn-:atives uho i!ICr8 peaceful n.nd lalv abiding and not to drive tLe.:; 

a\~ay . This uould not have been nccessnr'J if they had been !!!ore 

successful in the past in attractin8 them into the Unionist Party. 
~:f'" 

Derruot Gallacher 
Press and Infor~t:L.on Counsellor 
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In reply 1"0 D. quec;tion about his om1 Partyln thinl:inc at the DOI:18nt, 

Biggs-D;:...vison sai6" that they had bec!) drafting proposals for an 

interim COtUlcil of Stute ifhich they felt llo"'..lld help fill the vaCUUD 

in the Province . 

Asked about pouer.-s:" .ring, he said that it existed at the !!loment in o:my 

local authoritiec. TIe thought it umTiae to p~etend tha t the SDLP 

didn I t come neare~ ~ to express inc; the poli t i~l ViO'"TS of n. c ~ s. 

Tha t party 1"k'.S of course a ruxed hLUlch, some being heirs to the old 

nationalist party and others going across into extrooe republicun 

~ syopa thies. IIl!1 ti tu "!:ionalised p01":er-shurinG ceuld.n ' t be i "iri tten 

/ _ into a ne,,, lTorthE'..:'fl Ireland Consti tUtiOll. Yot the onus uas on the 

Unionis ts , uho "I"TOuld be the undis pu ted maj ori ty i11~n tever happened, 

to make every effort to carry n10n6 the' valid "representatives of the 

R.e. cOrDl!lunity and not to drivc the uhole of this Co::nnnmity into the 

arms of the Republican Hovement . Hany in the SDLP had said that 

they were pre]Xlred to tal::e an Ca th of Allegiance und to cooperate 

in the GovCrllrnent of Ulster . One could not say that one '-TOuld never 

l ook at partncrship Government in the initial stages and, in this 

reeard, one mU3t distinbUish beb-Teen the SDIJP and others on t:i1a t side 

of the fence. In emergencies the British systeo of dCDocr2.c:,{ did 

allo"lV" for coalitions a:J.d the unionists lTould be '"Tell ndvised in movinc 

fOrl"Tard to a ne'"1 syste!T' of devolution to CIlrry ui th them R.:: . 
represcntatives i"Tho ''lere peaccful and lau abiding and not to drive the:;t 

a,\'8.Y. This iV"Ould not have been necesSar'J if they had been more 

successful in the past in attracting them into the Unionist P~rty . 
;;r-" 

DerQot GallaG,er 
Press and Inforw...". hon Counsellor 

-----~~ 
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