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22nd September 1.978 . . . ' 

(, ·. -' , a 

~ .. I ' 1 "I . ,. ~ . 

Dear M:r Rees-Mogg 

In a reporl in the Times of 21st September by your 
:Belfast Correspondent. Chris Walker, entitl.ed "1-f.r Mason 

in nev talks with UJ.ater Parties-.. • 1-fr Walker states that 
Mr LJ'Dch (during his radio interview of 8 January • 1.978) 

"called '!or Dritain to set a data for withdrawal troll 
' Ulster•. Mr LJDch made no such call. He vent ou't of 

his W&7 • indeed, as page 5 o! the text of b1.a remarka 
( encloaed) shows • to dispal such possibill tie a o:t 

m!S'Ul.Ulerstandillg. Despite this cl.ear statement on his 
part., the remarks were videl7 misinterpreted here. 
Mr LJ!lch vaa concerned at this reaction particularl3' the 
mis~terpretations o~ what he aa:!.d 1n the British Press 

- If 
and this concern led h1.Ja to issue a further statement 
on l~..h Januar,' spe1ll:zl8 out again his position on the 

matter. · He went over the ground once more in his 
speech (enclosed) a month l.ater to the Fianna Fail Ard 

Fhe!s on l.Sth February. 

Against this background, it is disturbing to find th:ls 

mis construction of the Taoiseach's remarks emerging once 
more at this stage in a paper of the standjng of The Times. 

\'lhil.e no. use:f'u.l. purpose would be served at this time by 

entering into publ.ic controversy through the-letter pages 
of your paper on tlrl.s matter, where the facta ~e not at 
issue, I have thought 1 t useful to draw the reference 
to your attention. You knov as wel1 as I hov misund~ 
standj_ngs have bede'fil.led our af"fa:Lrs in the past. 

By coincidence I had been reading t~s week Ba~ O'Brien's 

life of Lord Russell of K.illowen and thou.ght hov absur~ 
was Russell • s remark that "the Times bas don& more 
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22nd September 1978 . .. 
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Dear Hr Rees-Hogg 

In a reporl in the Times of 223t September by your 

Beltast Correspondent, Chris W'alker, ent1tl.ed "!-f.r Mason 

in llev talks vi th UJ.ster Parties". 1.fr Walker states that 

Mr L1Dch (during his radio interview of 8 January. 1978) 

"called tor Dr1 ta1n to set a date for w1 thdrava1 from 
\, 

Ulster-. Hr L1Dch made no such call. He vent out of 

his W&7. indeed. as page 5 at the text of hl.a remarka 
(encloaed) shon. to d1spal such possibill tie. o~ 
misunderstand1llg. Dosp! te this clear statement OD his 

part" the remarks were ldde17 misinterpreted here. 
M!- L1l1ch 1IlUI concerned at this reaction particularly the 
mis~terpretat1ons ot what he sud in the British Press 

- If 
and this concern led hila to issue a further statemen" 
on lQ-t..J1 Janua2"7 spel.llng out again his position on the 

matter. ' He went over the ground once more in his 

speeCh (enclosed) a month later to the Fianna Fail. Ard 

Fhe!s on 18th Februar,r. 

Against this background, it is disturbing to find this 

mis construction of the Taoiseach's remarks emerging once 

more at this stage in a paper of the standjng of The Times. 

mule no. use:f'ul. purpose would be served at this time by 

entering into publ1c controversy through the letter pages 

of your paper on tMs matter, where the :facts eu'e not at 
issue, I have thought it uae:ful. to draw the reference 

to your attention. You know as vel1 as I how misund~ 
standi:n8s have bedeT1l.1ed our af"fa1rs in the past. 

By coincidence I had been reading this week Barry O'Brien's 

life of Lord Russell of Killowen and thought hoy absur~d 
wae Russell t s remark that "the Times has done- m01'8 
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than any Irish agitator to keep the people of the two 
cO\Ultriee apart"• i-lhatever about your paper•s position 
on•· hundred years ago I have no doubt about 1 t nov and I 
kno"' that you vill be as anxious as I am to eliminate 
possible causes of fric~ion in our relations and will 
unf\eretand my .motive in writing to you. 

Yours sincerely 

Paul J G _Keatin8 
Ambaasaclor 

Mr William Rees-Mog 
Editor The Timee 
New Printing House Square 
Gray • s Inn Road 
LCNpQN 1·TC1X 8EXL 
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than aD1 Irish agitator to keep the people of the two 
countries apart". Whatever about your paper's position 
on., hundred years ago I have no doubt about 1 t noy and I 
knolf. that you will be as anxious a& I am to eliminate 
possible cau8es of fric,ion in our relations and will 
unr'.eretand my motive in writing to you. 

Yours sincerely 

Paul J G J{eat1n8 
Ambaasaclor 

J • 

Mr William Rees-)lOg 
Editor The Time. 
New Printing House Square 
Gray's Inn Road 
LONDON Hel! SEX. 

.' ' 10 , , . \ 

;: ..... ..... 
~ .~ ~ 

. ! 

\ 

\. 
, ( 

: \ \-
'.\ ~. 

\ 


	0
	2007_111_1990_00010
	2007_111_1990_00011
	2007_111_1990_00012

