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Ein-fhr eagr a ar an litir seo, i s mar 
· se~ · ba choir e stiuradh:-

. Any rep!y to this communication 

.u!d be addr essed to:-

An Rt.lnai 
(The Secretary) 

fe'n uimhir seo:-

and the following nu mber quoted: -

Telephone ( 0 1 ) 789711 

An~ai, 
An oinn Gnotha! Eachtracha, 

lK ' 

Jlfl Jlo~ 
1 <I .-v€- cy- f-<-; ~ ( 

ROINN Dlf AGUS CIRT, ~ t 
(Department of Justice), 

72-76 FAICHE STIABHNA, 
(72-76 St. Stephen's Green), 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
(Dublin, 2) 

I am directed by the Minister for Justice to refer to your minute of the 
11th July, 1977 and enclosure about Rose Dugdale's access to reading 
material. 

For security reasons persons in custody in closed prisons, including Rose 
Dugdale, may not receive parcels of food or books. In Limerick Female 
Prison, the prisoners have access to a library which is stocked by the 
City Public Library. Attached is a list of the books currently in the 
library. These will be changed as necessary for other titles. Rose 
Dugdale made out a list some time ago of books which she would like to 
have available in the prison library. Most of these have been supplied 
and the rest are being obtained. 

Apart from books, Rose Dugdale is allowed to buy one newspaper of her 
choice each day (including Sunday), Hibernia magazine (a fortnightly) and 
The New Yorker and Scientific America (both monthlies). 

The delay in replying to your minute which arose because of leaves etc. is 
regretted. 

I Mean Fomhair, 1977. 

ml 
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If J uly 1977 

Seo.ret· ry 
Department of Justice 

~tentlon : ~.r. R. Crowe 

I attach herewith a typed eopy of a letter which the 
Ambassador in London .received from the wall-known write~, 
:11ss I ri s Mur doch, concerning t he acces'"' t o reading 1at te.r 
of Rose Dugdal e. 

I wo~d be gr ateful if you could have the matter examined 
i th a vi eiot to providing the Ambassador vli th material f or 

a r eply to Miss Murdoch 

Secret .ry 

11 J uly 1977 

Seoretary 
Department of Justice 

-!tentlon: ~r. R. Crowe 

I attach herewith a typed copy of a letter which the 
Ambassadol' in London .received from the well-known write!', 
!!Ji ss I rl s Mur doc!1 , concerni ng t he accez'" t o rEladlng lat ter 
f Rose Dugdal o. 

I "oiOuld be gr ateful i f you could have the matter examined 
rl i th a vi ei'l to providing the Ambassador' 11th material f or 
a r eply t o Miss Murdoch . 

Secret 1"y 



TYPED COPY 

Dear ~~ - K~ating, 

Cec1er I,odge 
S t:eeple Aston 
O ... ford . 

2 ,T· v 

I m 30rrv to roub l e }'OU, · ut ~ ~o1onder if you could 

advise r..e or gi ve some i:le l p in a matter relating to my 
fer. e r pup$.1, Rose DugC:ale? I am ~ orried becll.uGc I fear 

she is not bed.ng allet~ed to receive serious and learned 
r.,~tter (on econ n:4 cs rtnd hi~tory) wh i ch various people are 

'vi an~.-ing- t o se~""id her. She \'lishes to study but cannot, a 

tP-rrible extra pun:t shrnent ::o · ·an irJ te l. lectua.l person. 

Needless to say I detest her actions and vie\olS, I have not 
l'.:ritter.. to her or seen her, ard do not pro:?ORe to. Dut I 

feel this loss of serious reading is a grave matter, not 
least because any hope o! •a change of heart~ lies in the 

possibility o.f reflection. If she could write and think 

there might be son1:e to::;:e for her in the future. Condemned 

to reading thrillers, in the company c f uneducated IRA 
la · iee:, sl:.s i s rrost like ly to emer0e an embi.ttcred urban 

guerilla. 

Can anything be done to alter this aspect of her punishment? 

r.~ there t~.nyone :l.r., the new government I could usefully write 

to? Or perhaps, you could make some representations in the 

appropriate quarter if. ~rou felt sympathetic? I do apologise 

for bothering you thus out of the blue - most gratefully and 
\~.11th all my fend r,.•ishes, 

Yours eincerely, 

Iris Murdoch. 

TYPED COpy 

Dear ~r . K~ating , 

Cec1er Lodge 
S t:eeple Aston 
Oxford . 

2 ,1 v 

! Cl . , s orrv to roub l G }'OU, but ~ wonder if ~:ou could 

advise d:e or gi ve some he l p 1n a matter relating t o my 

fer e r pupl l , Rose Dugaa l E? I arn t orried beca~H3c I fear 

she i s not bed.ng allet..;ed to receive scrlous and learned 
r,i~tter (on acon !,!14 c s ;m d h iFltory) wh i ch various pe ople are 

~ anti!19 t o send her. She \'1i s hes to study but cannot, a 

terrible ex.tra pun:! shment _0 ' 'ar irJte l lectuCI.l person. 

Needless to say I detest her actions and vie\tls, I have not 

lolri ttp..r~ to her or seen h(~r , aI1d do not pro=,oae to. But I 

feel this loss of serious reading is a grave matter, not 

least becau3e any hope of wa chen~e of heart ti lies in the 

possibility of. refleotion. If she could write and think 

the re mi . ht be SOJl)e hope for her in the future. Condemned 

t o reading thrillers, in the company e f uneducated IRA 
ladiee:, s1;.") i s rrost like ly to emer0e an embi.ttared urban 

guerilla. 

Can anything be done to alter this aspect of her punishment? 

I~ there tlnyone :I.rl the new government I could usefully write 

to? Or perhaps, you could make some representations in the 

appropriate quarter if ~'ou felt sympathetic? I do apologise 

for bothering you thus out of the blue - most gratefully and 

'\1.11 th all my fond wishes , 

Yours sincerely, 

Iris Murdoch. 



AMBASAID NA h f:IREANN , LONDAIN . 

IRISH EMBASSY. LONDON . 

ft July 1977 

Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

Attention Mr P . Henness y 

17 Grosvenor Place 
London SWlX 7HR 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated 2nd July 
which the Ambassador has received from Iris Murdoch 
concerning Rose Dugdale . 

The Ambassador would like to send Miss Murdoch 

a reply of a reassuring kind as regards Miss Dugda l e ' s 

ae~ess to books she may require . With this i n 
mind perhaps you would look into the matters 

raised and let us have material for reply . 

John H.F . Campbell 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
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