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6th April, 1977. 

Mr. Li~ m Co sg rave, T.D., 
Tt:~ois e~ch , 

Dublin 2. 

D ct:~ r Taoiscach, 

Your l ette r of the 16 t h March regarding the removal 
of objectionable slogans from promine nt public locat ions 
was referred to me as th i s problem i s the r~;spons ibi lity 
of my Dep<Htment in the city area. .· 

I wi s h to inform you that the Cl ea nsing Section of 
this Department now hcJs cJ special squ<1d employed ful 1-ti me 
on re movin g objectionable posters, s l og<Jns , and other 
9raffiti from public and private property around the city. 
I wish to assu1·e you thcJt ea ch of the slogans in the sites 
mentioned in Mr. Corry• s letter wi 11 be dealt with 
promptly by the Clean s ing Section. 

You wil 1 appreciate that this is .quite a difficult 
problem to deQ l with as a rash of s lo~ans can appear 
overnight th1·oughout the city and it may t ake some time 
to deal v,• ith them all. However , you can be assured 
that we appreciate the importance of having them removed 
and intend to do eve rything we can to remove them as soon 
as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

-~ 
PRINCIPAL OFFICER • 
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Mr. Li am Cosgrave, T.D., 
Taoiseach , 
Dubl in 2. 

Dea r Taoiseach, 

6th /\pril, 1977. 

Your l ette r of the 16 t h March regarding the removal 
of objectionable slogans from p rom ine nt publ ic locat ions 
was referred to me as th i s problem i s the rcspons ibi lity 
of my Depa r tment in the city area. .' 

I wi s h to inform you that the Cleansing Section of 
this Depa r1'me nt now has a special squad employed full-time 
on re movin g object ionab l e posters, s l ogClns , and other 
nraff iti from public and private property around the city. 
I wi sh to assu I'e you tlla t ea ch of the slogans in the sites 
mentioned in Mr. Corry1 s l ette r will be dea lt with 
promptly by the Clean s ing Section. 

You will appreciate that this is .. quite a difficult 
problem to detll with as a rash of s logans can appea r 
overnight thl'oughout the city and it may take some time 
to dea l v,fith them all. Howe ver , you can be ass ured 
that we appreciate the i mportance of having them removed 
and inte nd to do everything we can to remove them as soon 
as possibl e . 

Yours sincerely, 
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Graffi.ti and .rao/~a n-\'Jrj lin(~ 

To each Manager und Asdistant Manager 

24 March, 1977 

A circular letter was issued on ~ inst. (ENV ~/77) on the 

questi·on of programmes and mec:tsures to promote environmental 

improvement locally. Special reference was m<J.de to graf(iti and 

slogan-writing and the need to tackle problems in that area. 

The lfin:Lster has tq(~en a direct and personal interest in this 
. ·. ~ . . 

matter~ He is greatly concerned not only that widespread and 

obvious enviromnentD-1 damage is being caused by the defoccment 

of property but that the prevaH?mce of subversive slor;ans in many 

areas could have a seriously detrimental effect on tourism and 

investment prospects. 

The 'Hinister would appreciate it if each Hanae;er took a persono.l 

interest in arro.nc;ing immediately for D-n urgent pror;ramme for the 

removal from walls, bridges and buildings of r;raffiti and slogans, 

and especially subversive sloL_;ons, v1ith a view to a clean-up of 

the most prominent cases, at least, before Easter, any others as 

soon as possible, and follow-up arrangements to deal with o.ny 

recurrBnces. 

I am to request a report by 21 April of progress in the local 

authority o.reo.c for which you are HllnaGer. It is propor:ed th~t 

the item will be on the agenda for the quarterly mectint; of 

Mano.c;ers with Departmen.taJ. officio.ls on 28 April for a di.Gcumdon 
' 

on progrcsn. The M1nistcr intends to attend thot dir;cur.si.on 

himnclf. 

Yours r~inccrcly, 

-~. :1 Y~-l"~LJ 
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Graffiti. und ,r)l0l~o.n-\)Jr'i l'ing 

Iro eD.ch Manager uncl 1\sS''-i::;tan t M<J.nac;er 

24 March, 1977 

1\ circulo.r letter \Vi:l.G iGsued on ~, 'lnst. (E:NV ~./77) on the 

questi'on of programmes and meD.s ures to promote environmental 

imp! ovement locally. Special reference was made to graifiti and 

slogan-writing and the need to tackle problems in that area . 

The M~n{ster has taken a direct and personal interest in this 
. t'~"' • 

• •• )-.r 

ma.tter. He is greatly concerned not only that widespread and 

obviot,ls environmental damae;e is being caused by the defo.cement 

of property but that the preval~nce of subversive slOGans in many 

areas could have a seriously detrimental effect on tourism and 

investment prospects. 

The Hinist er would appreciate it if each ~1anae;er took a personal 

interest in arranGinG immediately for an urgent proGramme for the 

removal from walls, bridges and buildings of Eraffiti and slogans, 

and especially subversive slogD.ns, wilh a view to a cleall-up of 

the most prominent cases, at least, before Easter, any others as 

soon as possible, and follow-up arrangements to deal with any 

recurrBnces. 

I am to request i:l. report by 21 April of progress in the local 

authority D.reo.s for which you are MOl1D.r;er. It is propo[;ed thnt 

the item will be on the agenda for the quarterly meeting of 

Manaijerr.; with Dcp.::,rtmon'tal officiD.ls on 28 1\pril for a dtGcussion . 
on progreSG. The Mlnister intends to attend that dincur;d.on 

himGelf . 

Yours f~incerely , 

~ J?lL(? .l"~Lc.1 



Dear Jtm, 

A consttt.uent of rntna. :rvu·. Flnbarr C·nry of Cotmbl'a.. 
48 Ee-ch Park Drtvo, Foxrock. Co. Dlililtn, h.aa be 
writing o mo n.bout the mattel"' o! the removal of 
subv0rstvo slo,.raus from promi.rlent ptlblf.c locat\ons ln 
the city and coanty o! Dublin and also Lu oou:.e oth~r areas 
throughout the country. I have passed on copies of hts 
correspondenco to your Department previously and , further 
letterswhlch I lu ro recelv~d from hlm, c.iat~d the 14th and 
15th :tv1srcharE:n J ·.;attached. 

In vte v of the f'"tct that tho 0 Brtta out .Peace in 11 sloga;1 appea:r s 
to be very prcv~lent all O'Jer the coWltr; • I wonder wt'lether 
your Depa.rhnE:nt would connider tssutmr a circular to all 
local attlhorlttt;.;:: urging the d~strabHUy. o£ ramovl1:g this and 
other stmUa:r 'yp., """lOgGUJ.S wh ... rever p~s:Jiblc# Dublln County 
Cow'!.dl ha.ve tth'"'ady told me that they lave u~acJ~ spectilc 
proJts'.(>n for.'" .lo-..,~al of t•lr,;,a_ns !1·orr. \VJ.lls vi::.tble from puUL<;' 
roo.d•. ln U1etr .1. · .c' EstinultP.S tn the .urrent yrr-;).1•. They p-jt1li 
011t 01 cou.l:-se tlw.t the succ(.. s of the .:ervice tllll dc~pond en the 
co-opc;ratton of the owners of tho walJs v;hcra such slogans a.A.'C 
found. 

I would bo qla. · of your comments tn due course. 

Your:.1 sincerely, 

I • I • -... 

Mr. James Tnlly, T. D., 
Mtntster for Locol Government. 

1. Oth lV.arch, 1(;77. 
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Dear Jtm, 

A constituent of mine. 1119
• Ff.nbarr C'~j,ry of Cotmbl'a. 

48 Be ch Park rtvo, Foxrock. Co. T I.1bltn, has be 
writing 0 mo o.Lout the matter of the rem~Jal of 
subverslvo slo~'aus from prominent pUblic loeat\orul in 
the city and COWIty 01 Dubltn and also Lu GOl1~e other arGas 
throughout the country. I have pasSCt on coptes of his 
cor espondenco to your Department prev[ously and , further 
letterswhtch I brlvo rccetv(;:d .rOm hlm, dated the 14 hand 
15th 1\r1al"chare:lJ v attached. 

In vterJ of the fact that the ':BrttB ou.t Peace inl1 SlOga:l appe~h> 
to be very prcv~tcnt all ovor the cOW1try t I wonder wllether 
your Deoarhn(.nt Jould consider tssLltn~l a ctrc~la.l" to all 
local alllhorltt~~ uratng the den1'rabtUly ()l ramoltl:g this and 
other similar ~YPY .... lO')a!1S w 1_1·ever 18~'3slblc. l"'lubl.l1 COW1ty 
COUI1Cll M.ve ttll' ady tal,", HIe that thGY Itava l~adc spec tile 
proJts:(>ll or l'cr.:oval of "Jlngans !'rom \(alls vi:.,tble irorr. pu1li.(!! 
X 02.ds it Ulelr 3. - ds E tlmates tn the .urrent YC'~l·. They poLut 
Ollt of course tlul.t the DUCC~ d of the bervico ~ t11 depond cn the 
co-op ration of the owners Of tho 1allf; vlhora such slogans al·C 
found. 

I would bo q1.~ of your comments tn ue course. 

Your!:J sincerely, 

" ,t '-

1V1:r . Jamf:Js Tlll1y, T. D., 
Mlnlster for Local Government. 
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Liam Cosgrave, ~sq., T.D., 
M1 'rA0T~~T~ACH . 

Dear Taoiseach, 

CO I MORA. 
48 BEEC PARt( DRIVE, 
FOX ROCK. 
co. DOOliN. 

I was' in the public library in :>allynoggin recently (branch of 
the Dun LaoFhaire library service) and was annoyed to see one book on 
offer there, nam8ly "Last Post", a subversive publication put out by a 
front organisation of the Provisional r.n.A. It refers to I.R .A. 
criminals as "soldiers"; and I.n.A. criminals killed during their 
criminal activities are described "killed in action" as if i.hey belonced 
to a lawful military force. The copy of this book had been borrowed 
four times according to the ~ate record inside. I feel that you should 
seek to have it and all similar subversive anti-State publications 
cleared out of the public library service in this Constituency. 

'rhe question of I.R.A. slogans is still annoying me very much and 
I have written a very strong letter on the subject to nord Failte who are 
now spending vast sums trying to ge t British tourists here ir order to 
have them insulted the minute they e-et here. ·'"r . Aidan 0 ' Hanlon of 
Bard ~ailte replied and said that they fully share my concern at the 
toleration shown to these dor; tructi ve s lQgans by ·the Local Authorities vi hose 
job it is to wipe them out the minute they are painted. 

I met an English businessman in Cork about three '\-leeks ago 
and during my discu~sions ''i th him he produced a dossier of ?ol<.nnid.. 
photo~raphs which he had taken some days befor;hand during a short motor 

tour of Cork and Kerry, he had photogr·n>hed the mos t virulent I.H.A. 
slogans that he had come ~cross and said that he was prepared to hand them 
plus £500 to a "freelance" journalist in ~. anchester in order to mount a 
huge "Boycott Ireland] 77" campaign in the U.K. press . lle was the most 
angry VlS l tor to this country tha nave ever •net; he wus furious and 
said that the one thing that he could not stomach was the tolerance 
shown by the local authorities to these insulting and criminal slogans. 
'rhis rnan is a millionaire in terms of property and business equity and he 
could easily carry out his threat even if it cost him thousands of pour~ds 
in " fees" to cer"tain press gentlemen~ I told Pard :F'ailte about him 
and they agreed that he could spread havoc among the whole tourist industry, 
particularly in this Jubilee Year when the British are feeling more 
"patriotic" than heretofore . 'rhe question nm-1 is, >vill the Government 
consider legisla tion to comoe l the local authorities and property o~ners 
to remove subversive slogans at once2 

The following sloeans need removal : -

1 . "Brits Out-Peace In" beside Baggot Street Bridge , faciT!F.t the 
American International Insurance Co . Also, the same slogan on the 
West parapet of the same bridge . 

2 . ~:any I.R . A. slogans in black paint on Emmet' nridee, Harold's 
Cross . 'fhcse must be removed as they are ver"j' offensive. Dublin 
Corporation has. ivnored c.t.pT)eals \<ihich T know were sent to ~ern . -3. "Brits Out-Peace TI1" on both bus shelters outaside LouehLi.nsto\m 
Hosoi tal . 

4. "Brits Ou-tt-Peace In" on toilet racing traffic entering Bray 
from Dublin direction . Just be foro ~itarl ieh t Hotel. 

5. "I.F . A. Pro vos" on cable end of house (beside plot of open 
ground) at junction of Harold ' s Cross Poad und Armstrong ~treet. clear 
Emmet Rridge, mentioned at 2 above . This sloGan has been redaubed after 
removal in 1976 . 

Liam Cosgrave, ~Bq., T.D., 
All 'rA'1T."t;'ACH. 

Dear Taoiseach, 

CQiMI3P. . 
48 BEEC PARt( DRtVE. 
FOXRQCK. 
Co, DUBttN. 

I was in the public library in ~)al1ynoe;e;in recent.1y (branch of 
the Dun 1aorhaire library service) and was annoyed to Bee one book on 
offer there, namely "Last Post", a c-.ubvcrsive publication put out by a 
front organisation of the Provisional T.R.A. It refers to I.R .A. 
crimino.Is as "sol diers" j and I. R .A. criminals killed during their 
criminal activi ties are described "killed in action" as if t.hey belonGed 
to a lar/fuI mi li tary force. 'l'he coPy of this book had been borrowed 
four times according to the ~ate record inside. I feel that you should 
seek to have it and all similar subversive anti-State publications 
cleared out of the public library service in this Constituency. 

'rhe question of LR.A . slogans is still annoying me very much and 
I have written a very strong letter on the subject to Bord Fbilte who are 
now spending vast qums trying to get British tourists here ir order to 
have them insulted the minute they eet here. ~r. Aidan O'Hanlon of 
Bord Pailte replied and said that they fully share my concern at the 
toleration shown to these d>ptructive Bl~gans by 'the Local Authorities Hlose 
job it is to wipe them out the minute they are painted. 

I met an Fnglish businessman in Cork about three '-leeks ago 
and dUY'ing my discuRsions ',i th him he produced fl dossier of : oluToid.. 
nhotor;raphs vlhich he had taken some days befor;hand durinp, a short motor 

'TOur of Cork and KerrYf he had photogr'ulher\ the most virulent; LiLA. 
sloeans that he had come bcross and said that he was prepared to hand them 
plus £5')() to a "freelance" journulist in 'anchester in order to mount a 
huge "Boycott Ireland] 7" ca.mnaign in the U.K. press. lie was the most 
anery V1S 1 tor to this country tha nb.ve ever 'net ;--"he was furious and 
said that the one thing that he could not stomach was the tolerance 
shown by the local authorities to these insulting and criminal slogans. 
'rhis man is a mill ionaire in terms of property bnd business equi ty [J.nd he 
could easily carry out his threat even if it cost him thousands of' pour'ods 
in " fees" to certain press een llemen ~ I told l~ord Fail te abou t him 
and they agreed that he could spread havoc among the whole tourist industry, 
particularly in this Jubilee Year when the British are feeling more 
"pa trio tic" than heretofore . 'rhe ques tion nm ... is, Id 11 the Government 
consider legislation to comnel the local authorities and property o~nerG 
to re;nove subversive slogans at once? 

'rhe following slogans need removal : -

1. "Bri ts Out-Peace In" beside Baggot Street Bridge , faciuF{ the 
American International Insurance Co . Also, the same slogan on the 
West parapet of the same bridge . 

2 . Kany I . R. A . slogans in black paint on Emmet'nridge , Harold's 
Cross . 'rhcse must be rel1!oved as they are very offensive. Dublin 
Corporation has. i(,"nored apneals which J know were sent to \:;hem . - -3. "Bri ts nut-Peace rn" on both bus she1 ters outI!J1de Loughl instmm 
Honoi tal . 

4 . "TIri ts Quit-Peace In" on toilet facinr, traffic entering 13r<.'.y 
from Dublin di rection . Just before .Har116h t Hotel. 

5. "LB . A. Provos" on Cable cnd of house (beside plot of onen 
ground) at junction of Hurold ' s Gross Foad and hrmstron~ Jtreet. ~e~r 
Erilmet I3ridge, nlc'ntioned at 2 above. ,}'his sloc;an has been redaubed ufteT 
removal in 1976 . 
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(6) "C . C. O'Brine (sic) is a. traitour (sic)" on left-hand side 
of dual carriage\-Jay as you aporoach Stilloran from JJ'.lblin direction. 

(7) Other subversive slogans still appear a.lone the stretch 
of dual carriaeew~y (on both aides) between the two set~ of traffic­
lights lec.ding to the turn-ofl'n into Stillorgan village. 

(8) "Brits 0'.lt-Peace In" t:Jnd other offensive slogans on paraoct 
of Bridee where Suir Road meets Davitt Road . All traffic coming into 
Dublin from Naas sees these s loeans most clearly. 'Ph'3~~ &ave already 
been reported but J am qni te certain that nothi11g h;:ks yet been done 
about them. 

(9) "I.TI .A. " on G.A .A. £rounds in Athy . 
from Dublin . Already reported . 

Fucing traffic coming 

(10) "Brits Out-Peace In" on wall opposite the "Goat Grill " bar 
on Kilmacud Road . This has been dealt with by the Dublin County 
Council but the de,o-ree of obliteration does not satisify me . 'I'he 
slogan can still be clearly read . 

1.} 1 
/I 7JoN''Y /?,,()o h- ..o<.?s....- OFF/c-::.-1t l ·e~rrs CL'/- rCAc:E i ,·" ON t.!JitlL ~F 'v t.:> \ r ~ , -

Whatever you can do in regard to all the above 
problems will be much anpreciated . I believe that you take a 
serious personal vinw of I . H.A. sloganising around the country, 
particularly at the start of tho tourist season. 

Yours sincer·ely, 
). ., 
~~[A ~o . , 

~7v-~.rr~ 
Finbarr ~ . Corry 

Constituent and member of F . G . 

.. 
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(6) "C . C. O'Brine (sic) is Cl. traitour (sic)" on left-hand side 
of dual carriageway as you apJroach Stilloran 1~om Jublin direction. 

(7) Other subversive 810gans still appear aJ one the stl'etch 
of dual carria6eway (on both sides) between the two rets of traffic­
lights le&ding to the turn-ofl~ into Stillorgan village. 

(8) "Brits Out-Peace In" i.:Ind other offensive slogans on l)araoct 
of BridBA where Suir Road meets Davitt Hoad . All traffic comin6 into 
Dublin from Naas sees these sloeans most clearly . 'rh9'5~ 12ave already 
been reported but J am quite cGl'tain that nothillg h;ks yet been done 
about them. 

(9) "L n .A." on G.A .A. Lrounds in Athy . 
from Dublin . Already reported . 

F&cing traffic coming 

(10) "Brits Out-Peace In" on wall opposite the "Goa t Grill " bar 
on Kilmacud Road . This has been dealt with by the Dublin County 
Council but the degree of obli tera ti on does no t sa ti.sify me. 'r'he 
s l ogan can still be clearly read . 

~ ) I f'. ]jo"'I., y (l""o h- ..o,y..r"""'" OFF/Cc..=-, '{ ' (J~ /rf,CUI_ £r-/Ce- l ri" O N WI'1L- L () F , .Iv F.:> v \ I'~ , 

Whatever you can do in regard to all the above 
problems will be much anpreciated . I believe that you take a 
serious personal viow of I . H.A. sloganising around the country , 
particularly at the start of the tourist seas on. 

) /' ~iJ /' 
Y01US Si.ncer'UlY ' ~ 

<---.. ~,r-(~ /' . I) 

Finbarr ? Corry 

Constituent and member of F . G . 

.. 
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