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§['i~ S'l'ION: 

Chun an Aire 

To ask the Minister for Justic e the total cost of the r ecent trial of 
the British S .A.S, soldiers; and the number of troops, the number and 
types of vehicl0s, the number of aircra ft and the number of Gardai 
involved in the operation. 

\ 
U-~ . 

- Joe D01'1ling. 1uy~ ~ 
~IK~ 

For answer on Tuesday 15th March , 1977. 

It \Hmld be contra ry to >·Jell-established practice to give details of the 

personnel 01~ equipment involved in a pa rticula r security Op9rat :ion or t o 

disclose info rmation 1vhich could be used to quantify the deployrm:m t of 

manpmver and res ources in such an operation. 

As recards the cost of' t1u~ tria l, it i'lOuld be extreme ly difficult and 

time-consuming· to ascertain this, havi.ng r etrdrd to the \·ride variety of t he 

elements of expenditure tha t would ne ed to be assessed. It can safely 

be assumed , hovrever, that by far the bi ggest item in the cost vms 

the cos t of the nec essary s e curity measures and accordingly , even if there 

1.;ere no pr a ctical probl em in ascertaining those costs , it Nould I 

believe be invidious and ina p1;ropriate for me to publish them. The 

Deputy ma y t a ke it tho. t the secur:i. ty measures i·rhore those \•rhich in the 

professional judgment of those cha rged vri. th responsibiJ.i ty foT operational 

s ecurity i•re ~c e ju1god to be necessary to discharge our clear obli eations 

in the pa rticu l a r circumstances thn. t had arisen. 
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SECRET 
-·--- .... _¥~--...~ ... ·· 

'SA;;; CASE 
-~-··----

1. At 10 . 50 p.m. on 5 May a car containing two men dressed as 

c ivi lians, hut one of whom had a military jacket, was stoppe0 on 

the Flagstaf f Road, Co. Louth, a short distance on the ~outhern 

side of the bor·der . The occupants said they were i n the British 

Army, new to the area a nd were cmt testing a c aL At 2 . 30 a .m. on 

6 May two further cars were stopped a t the same point. The first 

contained four men in civilian clothes and the second contained two 

me n in uniform . 'l'he t o tal numbe r ·of weapons found between the three 

~- ·cars compri sed 4 sub·-machine guns, 3 pistols, 1 sawn~ofi shotgun and 

1 dagger. 'l'he eight men were held in custody :Ln Dundalk ove1~night . . 

2. On the followi ng mor n ing the British A11'.bassador called on the 

Secretary a t his own request. He said he was inst.ructe~ to apologise 

for the incursion and ask fo r the return of the me n and thei r 

equipment. The- Ambassador's explanat.ion for thEi"' incursions was ·t.ha·t 

. in.it:ially thx:ee soJ.diers were sent iln a civilian car to a ·p osition 

on the northern side of the border to e stablish a n observation post 

near the H.4 border crossing. When nothing was heard from them by 

midnight two other cars we re sent to the same point to look for t hem . 

The total armoury consisted of 5 pistols, 4 sub-machine guns( 

1 shotgun and l self-loading rifle. Apart from the overall 

discrepancy, the Ambassador's account of the distribution o f v1ea.pons 

between the cars was at variance with information avail able to the 

Irish authorities. The Secretary explained the difficulties which 

the incident created for us, p a rticularly in an a rea where there had 

been a recent· allegation of an abduction of a person who was now in 

custody in Northern Ireland. He also pointed out that it was 

necessary to be certain of identification, not least because most of 

the eight were in civilian clothes and . in that area one could not 

even be certain that those wearing uniforms were necessarily genuine 

soldiers. The Bri i:ish Ambassador said he had no fm:::ther information 

but would obviously try to obtain fuller details and conve y them to 

us as soon as possible. 

3. The Bri t .ish Prime Minister telephoned the 'l'aoise ach shortly 

after noon to ask for the release of the men. The 'I'aoi.seach told him 

he would immediately look into the mat.ter. In the afternoon the 

Minister informed the British Ambassador that the eight soldiers 
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w5uld be brought to Dublin and cha rged that evening (6 May). The 

charges and manner in which they would be d ealt with were, o f 

cour se, matters solely for the DPP who had taken his decision without 

re feren c e to the Government. All necessary consular facilitie s and 

(if bail were granted ) , faciliti es to enable the soldiers to leave 

the Republic quickly would b e granted. The Minister conveyed to the 

Ambassador that. none of the various accoun ts given by the soldiers 

tal lied with that given by the Ambassado r earlier in the day . 'l'he 

Ambassador said his infor mation h a d b een hurriedly put together by 

an NCO and an Operations Officer at HQ NI Lisburn. 

4. Quite apart from the spec.i:f ic circumst.ance s of the SAS 

incursions of 5/6 May, a number of serious incidents had o ccurred in 

the a r ea in the course of the preceding months and days. In March, 

the family of Sean McKenna, a Newry man, alleged that hE h ad been 

kidnapped in Co. Louth by the SAS a nd held incommunica dc for f our 

. days before being put into RUC cus tody . (~I'he Gardai uncovered no 

evidence to support this allega tion.) In April., Peter Cleary was 

arrested ne~r Parkhill by the SAS and shot de~d whe n, according to a 

Br itish Army statement, he assaulted the soldier gua rding him. On 

2 May, the bod y of a Dundalk man, Seamus Ludlow, was found on the 

roadside near the town on the southern side of the border. On the 

morning of 5 May, nine men had e scaped from Long Kesh and seven of 

them were still at large on the night of 5/6 May. 

5. The Government take a serious view of all unauthorised 

incursions by British Army personnel. All such incursions - whether 

accidental or not - are a breach of international law and also 

render the personnel subject to our civil and criminal law. . The 

British Government have repeate dly given assurances that everything 

possible is done to prevent British military personnel from cross ing 

the border without permission. The number of British Army incursions 

reported to the Depart.ment of Foreign Affairs in the period 1973·- 76 

was as follows: 1973, 76; 1974, 132; 1975, 71; 1976, 55. Genera l ly 

speaking, the Gardai - where they are satisfied that the Br itish Ar my 

personnel have inadvertently crossed the border - escort them back 

to the border a~ quickly as possible. Thus out of 334 incursions 

over a four-year period, this is the only case in which charges h ave 

been preferred. Since this incident, there has been a marked decline 

in the number of such incursions. 
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6. The decision to have the eight SAS men brought be fore the 

Special Criminal Court was entirely a matter for the Director of 

Public Prosecutions who is wholly independe nt of the Government in 

the exercise of his functions. The me n were charged under Sections 

2 and -15- of the Fir-e arms 1\ct 1925 (posse ~sion 0£ firearms without a 

certificate and possession o f weapon s with int~nt to endanger life ) 

and were released on bail and flown back immediate ly to Northern 

Ireland. The charges unde:: Section 2 c o uld involve f.ines of up to 

£100 and/or impr.isonment w.i-th or without hard labour for a term 

not exceeding two years and the charges under Section 15 could 

involve sentences of penal servitude for a term not e xceeding 20 

years or imprisonment with or without hard labour for a. t erm not 

exceeding 2 years. The case is sch~duled to come be fore the Specia l 

Criminal Court on 7 March. 

********** 
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