
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2007/116/750 

Creation Date(s):    September 1977 

Extent and medium:   6 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



T_J'.:' (~_a_t._·m..:>_n · _ ( ' I x ish ::.> - ~.:.s oL:; :~ ::: Cu.l ~j c t: ..., ·1 
- _ ...o_. ___ - -- - --- - -

1. 'J'herc ;:1re at pre sent. approx:::.mt<.Jcely J 00 Irisl1 T ri so 1 ~::"!:> 

·~rving sentences i~ Dritain for terrori st offences 

~cl::tted to IRA ac·:..::i.. vi ties. Allegation~; of haruF::ment. 

m cl. j 11-tn,.a.tment of these· pri.soners 11<. 18 J)Ecen in 

c..:arri: aign. in wc-inland Bri i:u.i :. It is rxobable that m2ny 

of "l .1e alJ egatioLs are part of a propaJu.r..da campc."dgu; 

in ot:her cas'"s the matt:ers complained or are the inevitable 

result of refusal by prisoners t~ co-operate w:th the 

prise::~ aut.horj_ ties. Nevertheless, the .information 

availabJ e to the IJ2partmcni.:, both from c· r~t.ac;t.s which 

the LondoY"1 Embassy has with prisone:rs anti their relatives 

and from published rna~erial, indicates that Iris~ prisonars 

convlct~d of terrorist offences are in lliany cclses ~ubjact. 

to unnecessarily harsh treatment or even arbitrary 

violence at the hands of prison officers. 

2. A number o£ serious allegations of ill-treatment cumc 

to our attent.ion in the .7\utumn of last. year . 'I'he most 

notorious of these concerned the measures taken by the 

prise~ authorities at Albany, Isle o~ Wight, to suppress 

a disturbance which arose when six prisoners - Se!n 

Campbell , Fr. Fell, Eddie Byrne , C"olm McCluskey, 

• 'I'n a m~n:" 0': I:'~i. .. ,l :::., ~.:. 'Cl ~:t':; ('o .. l'¥icj"~c1 --------- -------- ---

1 . 'J 'herc (re at pr ~sent_ app ox:'mat:el ] 0:) J):::"511 !. ri SO) .n. 

"'Gl:V il)9 sentences :i r: rit:ai D for terro:ci s t offc:'lCCb 

~:l~liltec1 to IRA aC',;:i.vi ties. A11egaJcion<; of hara. ~men t 

Cl ( j ll-tr8atment of these- p!.isoners b' '18 been in 

It is prcbable that mEny 

of 1he alJ cg3tior~s are part of Cl propa':.l aT!da camp~d gll i 

:i.n o~:her C8S'"'S the mC'ltl:ers complained 0:[ are the :i.nevitahl c 

result of refusal by prisoners t~ co- operate with the 

priso;) al!thori-ties. Nevertheless, the :i formation 

uvai laole to the D2partment, bo'ch frum c' r:ta..:ts \"1, ich 

the Londorl Embassy 1 as with prisoners ann the ir relatives 

and from published rn~~crial, indicateD that Iris~ prjsonars 

onvicted of terrorist. offences are in many cases '.lubjact 

to unnecessarily harsh treatment or eve, arbitrary 

violence at the hands of prison officers. 

2 . A number of "'crious allegations of ill-treatment cc:. il(~ 

to our attent..ion in the l\utumn o f last. ~'e8r . 'J'he most 

notorious of these concerned the measures take~1 by the 

prism: authorities at Albany I Isle 0::: \\Tight I ·to suppress 

a di.sturbance which arose when six prisoners - Se§n 

Campbell , Fr . Fell , Eddie Byrne I C"olm HcCluskey , 



il1~;J, n1c ·ie>r. + o tz~l...e> ... , '· L;"J_r~:-i( :cdc;:; v7l j_c,1 '_hr::~l h::.( ::c ct.ccJ. 

:i.n c.. par·l.: CJ:·· :>. J.and:i.n~1 '!?. t.he ;y:-.i.~on in ~·_:-rJL Cfjt .l ' .. t.l ~ 

occm ... cd at IIull Priso 1 i: ScpLen.bo:L and i·t v!as r·~'- s:.:~_.uc.nt:1y 

aL egL~d ·that t .he smc-,11 nm<1bl2j.~ of Irish pr:i.soners ~ ... nvol v<:-0. 

v:e re si·;nall.cd Ot:!t fo·- c: speciall:J' brut2..l ani deg::-Eldin•J 

trc atm2:.1t in the peri Gd i:r:m1ec"':..iatc ly after the pr:i. fW., ~:;: s 

In a.r, ~ nc:i. deiit. a L: G<::.r.i.rcc Prison in 

lJovcmbor four Irish and ·t l1rce ot:1cr prisoners wen~ ::.nvoJ.vcd 

in scuffles with prison w~rders when they refused to 

disbc.md a dcmonstratj_on out.side ·i.h.c cell of a p:d.soner 

\vho had been sentenced to cell1.1lac~ confinement. liccordir1g 

to t..he nritis:i1 authorities none of those involved in 

this incident were injured . The Department, in 

accordance with its normal policy in sue~ cases, was 

in continuous contact t .hrough the London Embassy wi~:h 

the British authorities on these and various ind.i.vidual 

cases for the purpose of keeping itself informed on the 

condition of the prisoners involved. 

ill!;) l:'1lCtic'" + 0 "take> ( . "\ L <lr ~~i( : .d c ;; \,11 j.CJl '~ h0:'l h:..Ct .cc ctc,-, 

in c< r-art. 0 '" 3. l and:i.n:l -:: the :;;1: ::-3.."' 011 i11 ~' }:-()Lcst . ~. t. if! 

orCUl .. cd at IIull PL'is ')n :;':1 SGpLeH,h2r and i·t vias £;~}J::;s(:uGntly 

aL e gec1 that t .he smC:tll nuralX::·:t~ or Id.sh pri.50ner~ invol v<:'Q 

\'.'cre signalled 011t fo::- c~ speciall~1 brut2.l an:i deg:.'c din'] 

treatment in the pericd iE1l11ediatcly afLer the pril'JOn(~ :r ;, 

In Cl. i l1cidejjt. at Gal.tree Prison in 

Uovcmb2r four Irish and -t l1rce oL'Lr~r prisoners weu:~ :'.nvoJ.ved 

in scuffles with prison wurdcrs when they refused to 

disbclnc1 a dcrfl.onstrat.1on out.side 1..118 cell of a p:d.sone:t' 

\'lho had b<?el1 sentenced to \..-elh'la3·~ confinement. 1\e ording 

to lhe I3ri ti511 authori ties nOllO of 'chose invol veel in 

this incident were injured. The Department , in 

accordance with its normal policy in such cases, was 

in continuo1ls cont.act through t.he London Embassy \','1 th 

the British authorities on these and various ind.i.vidual 

cases for the purpose of keeping itself informed on the 

condition of the prisoners involved. 
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up by Fr. l':!ul anC: llr. Frun: Haguire ;J.P. J.n :;_,1 ·c!st ·is.:.tJon 

of th2 in d. dent. \'Ja[; car:r:-' t:d ow.t s)y Iurmc:.sty :en ~E. :-nat:.:.onl' 1,. 

':he llm.r.:>:rc1 Lc~gur and the Nnt.i onaJ. Council fur Ci ~,i.J. 

LibcrU.cs (~"CCL) ~nd their <. onclusion~; publi.::heli in : 1 

a_1 rec.c~ report . This cor;, ain:.::!d a "st.<:ttc.t~en·:: of coJ.:.cc!."n" 

y;hich J :i.sJ.:ed 1.hose aspects of the b(!bclviour of ·c 1e J,J .. ~n:-' 

author·. ties in the c:.fter11 u.th of ·th~.~ disturba;'l.cc z:.bo'·t 

v1hi ch t. c tlu:-ce organisations were most concerned . It 

noteHort.~lY that these are the sc> .. me gr:i_evances \·.rhich, ci l:~ e .. : 

indiv~Junlly or together, nre most often men~ion0d ~n 

the com;:.laints which v7e receive from or on bch<llf of 

prjsoners all over Britajn. 

about whjch concern was ex~ressed:-

pri£;oners; 

f3ilure of authorities to p):ovidc acl.equC~.te 

Etcdical treatment for t.hose injured; 

speea wi t.h which prisoners v.,er:e. put. j 11 \:.u 

solitary confinement; 

failure to inform relatives of prisoners of 

injurj.es received or to ullow access to 

prison by outside doctors ; 

j 
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of the j ncidcnt. \'Jar; can:-' od o-.:t ;yy IUnJl8sty In:':c:;nat~~onl.l, 

.0:110 llo,,.:r.:-rc1 Lc~gu( and the I ::l ti or.al Council fl ~ Ci ~.(il 

LiberU.cs (NCCL) z.nd 'clleir l J 'lc lusion=; publi.::hell in : 

\-.'hi ch ] 5 ... '..:eu t.l ose asp..;c~s u£ th~ be lavlour I.d: 'cll(~ I] .. ' J(' 

author' tj es in the &£termath ofth,~' dist.urha; cc abo,· t 

\ '1hj ch t.hc t11)=ce organis<.tions \'7ere most concerned . I i.: 

notmJOr1.:.~lY that these are the same gJ.':i.evdnce .., \\7hich, ci l:ho2 .. :-

indi viL1u.:llly or together I nre most oit.cn menL:io!'~d :~n 

·the COTIlf!:!.? ~ nts ";1hich vle receive fro.\. Ol: on b .l.,'llf of 

p:d.S0ne:cs all over Bri taj !l. '1'he fo:l] C 'ling <.1'( (" t 11e poin t <" 

about vfbj Cll concern "las eXl?ressed:-

se of c.,:ccssi-ve force z.gainst dr;~110nbi:nl.·c.j '1g 

prif;oners i 

failure of autho~ities to p roJidc adequat e 

Dedical treatment for tho-einjured; 

speed wit.h \\fhich prisoners Vlel.e put jll L.li 

solitary confinement; 

failure to inform relatives of prisoners of 

inj ud.e3 received or to allow access t..o 

prison by outside doctors; 
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removc:tl of ba .. i zunex1::'. t::'..es from c<:.. ls o!:: 

p:;:-:i.sc· e:::-s in ;~oJ i Lcn:y co~.I:' nemcn C.; 

l eng+·h of t.erm£; ( f soli ta:r.y con.• 5 'u_mcmt 

( 13 :..c, 19 v:oel';:r;) _· mpos .. d on th2 pr:i soner r~ i 

rnaxim~.rr.l duration o:c S0l.i_·\._c..Ty con.L:.n2ment is 

appGtrCI tly lin•..i t:c.d 0;11y by 1 cngth oi a 

punis 1nK nts of [-,e>~.i tary confi ncmc 11·L or losE: 

of rL•lrtission can bG imposeJ at. di ,. cipli il.ilry 

hearings in th2 3bsence of legal ~r ether 

r~presentaU.on of the prisoner. 

It ~an reported in the press that Mr. Rcc3 discussed the 

report with a delegc:t·Lion of .H.P.s, includ :ing F::..anj ~ 1-'J .:.gL' i:r~, 

and represcnt.atives of i.:he three organ:i.sations wh, ch 

produced it on 12 May. 

4 . Follov-7ing the increas e in the numb0r of allegat..ions ()f: 

ill-treatment of Irish prisoners at the end of last. year 

and in the first two months of 1977 , the then Pc:trliumontDry 

Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Affairs reques~ad a 

meeting Wlth the British Horne Secretary to discuss th~ 

matter. The Home Secretary indicated at.. that.rnecting, 

which took place in London on 7 Marc~ that while he w~s 

aware of the allegations he fel·t that t:hest~ were being t<snd 

• 

• remc)\TGl.l of ba .. i - 1.eni ·tiE-'s f-"om G_' Is 0.: 

p~-:':i sc' ers in so] i Lary cO:1I: nement:; 

l eng It or Jcerrm:; (f sol i tar.y con f5 \l_m~'nt 

(l ~ :(J .'.C_,' \,.7 .......... t:l]~r. ~) ·m ...... "·- G·' 0'1 tl!~ nr·,· <·oner'·· - ' _.1 "" _ _ _ . .i;' u.J" • - -.; 1: .~, • t 

maxim:~ duration of s~liL~ry coni~ncment is 

appc:.rcnt ly link i t·ed 0;11y by ler gt'l of a 

pri soner! f; s(~nt.en ~C ; 

of r Llftission c· n be i mposed a"c di ..;ciplin<lry-

hearings in the 3bsence of legal ~r other 

r~presentation of the prisoner. 

r·t \10'-; l.·cportec1 in th~ press that Hr. Rec;:) discussc0. tbe 

report with a delegation of M.P.s, inclu( ing F~ank Mflguir~r 

and representatives of the three organisations whi ch 

produced it on 12 May. 

4 . Follo'Vling the increas e in the number of allegations ()f 

ill-treatment of Irish prisoners at the end of last. year 

and in the first two months o£ 1977 , the then Parli~rnontary 

Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Affairs requested a 

meeting wlth the British Home Secretary to discuss th2 

matter. The Home Secretary indicated at that..me2ting, 

which took place in London on 7 Marc~ that while he was 

a"ware of the allegations he felt that t.hese were being us('d 
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invcsLig<lted c:.nd :..o :t.c!... -slave a c'-·IY of L1c :cep,_;;.. 01 

tlicr;c ow:ru:i ries, 1'. noL'"' ·1~s n;cci vcd from the B::-:i ··.i~;h 

:i.n very vagu,.,. 

t&J: n hy the )Y .i.son au·U.o:r:1.·t · . .:::~~ as hcing rcqti.ired 01 CJ.LO ;nds 

of f.·ccuri ty. 

5. 'J'he concern expressed by i:ho I~C'C'L ar!C otl-)'"'r bocJics a·. 

the possibili (:y of v.' :ct:c a lly m:J iJrti ted segJ:-cgat.:Lon , which 

is provided for under rule 43 of tle Prison Rules-

this rule allows for the rewov~l fro~ circulation of a 

priso::w.c '.ror -t:lle maj n '.cnancc of good order or c iscipli. l<: 

or in h:i.s own inter:csts 11 
- seems justif ied not: onJ.y in t.h2 

cO!d.:e}~t .. of t.he Albany incident bnt in the li~ht of ·the 

widesp~ead use made of this rule throug~out the British 

p:ci son sys·tem. The severj_ ty of the punisl n~ents awan ab le 

also illustratRs the degree of d:i.scretio11 op"!n to t.be 

~-·utho:cii::ies unC:.er the Prison Rul8s and hence the possibili-t.:i.e s 

for di3criminatio~ against particular groups o£ prisoners. 

While we are not in a position to assess the validity of 

all of the conclusions of the NCC~ et al report on the 

Albany disturbancE and still less to determin~ whether 

they can be properly applied to the British prison ~ystem 

as a wtole , it does appear from the infor~ation which is 

available Lo us that certain aspecLs of thd t1eabnent of 

these prisoners are justifiable causes of concern. 

• 
_ r. 

.' 

i nY( s L:i.g a t ed l'nc1 0 ~jc-::, s h ave a cv~. T of t.he :cc!' 'i i: all 

of Bec:urity. 

5. 'rhe concer n expres;.,efi by i:ho IJCC'L anc o·l.l-Jor hoclie s a L 

the possibil ·· ty of v: rt ' a lly nnj imi t .ed segJ:(~gat:Lon I \'hicn 

is provided for under rule 43 of tie Prison Rules -

this rule 13110"':0 for the rell1ov,::::l. fru:1l circulation ot: a 

or in llis mm interests 11 - seems justified not: onl 7 in t.h2 

C -Jl1t:0Xt, of the Albany incident but in the light of the 

,,·,ides _ ·'"ead use ;made of this rule t U:OUgilout the DJ:-i tiFh 

pri Gon system. The severity of the punislm~ents aware able 

also illustratf'!s the degree of d:i.scretioJ1 op~n to the 

2uthorities under the Prison Rulss and hence the possibilities 

for di~criminatio~ against particular groups of priso~ers. 

Nhile we are not in a position to assess the validi·ty of 

13.11 of the conclusions of the NCCTJ et al report on the 

l\lbany disturbance and still less to determill!3 v.rhether 

they can be propel: ly applied to the British prison f";ystern 

as a wtole , it does appear from the infor&ation which is 

available lo us that cert~in aspecLs oi lh~ t~eabnent of 

these prisoners are justifiable causes of concern. 
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-:he ~uropec. n C nv .nt:i o:n on HlJ -~ 1 ·~.:.gLt ..• ha e be n .i:i led by 

c.·pproxim· tcly 30 Ir:·; h ! .risoners v;i. -t.:h t·hc C0"11'llL:s ior" of 

Pnman lUgllt.s at tr-: c:)o · rg. Thc mc:tj ori .:.y of caSl:!S ;-.. lJ.egc 

bre, ell ""~f rticle G o.!:: the Con rent ion, Phich gua:c ntee~.:; 

prGvented from holding priva~e consultations with solicitors. 

S.e5l• Campb£11, \·lho ?Cl.S involved in the di:.::i..:url.Jilnces a·t lllbany 

l'ri c.~o.,., ,.,"'f'.., ..... )~ed to rJ· ~-~"g.,..a·1..,'1 ? :->b 0"'7 "' • ~ • - .. - -- ....... '-" ..... ~... (.. ~ ,.._ {.... ...... .. - J_ - <.... " \,;;: 1 

v!.i. th the Cv ,fL'11i ssion aLi.egj ng Lreaches o:: Ari..icles 3 (torture) , 

G and 8 .(right to respect of, ,;!_nt~·-_21 i ~' correspondence) 

ar:i.sing out of the mc::E1ner in \ihich he Vlc:.S dealt vd th by 

the prison autho:ci tic"' in t.1e afte:!:ntat .. h of t:he distu1·bance. 

According ·Lo press rcport.s 
1 
the Comr.1ission has asked t.he 

British Gcvc:cnmeni.: t:o reply to the specific charges in this 

c ase, whic:1 is generally reyarded as being a test case . 

J)epartms!!t of Foreicrn Affairs 

Scpt~mb~r , 1977 

- 6 ., 

'L11c :;;:;Ul:opetn C nvcl1l.i on on iIt mall R' gLt:s h: e bc;en Ji led by 

}lnm<...n lhgl1"ts at Str- r..:bourg _ The maj o:r i'1:y of CllSCS <...llege 

hreac 1 ()f Article G or the COllventioT), \'hich guaJ-~ n ccs 

p:',J~vE:mtec1 from holding p.l.'i vu:':e consul tations \,]i t.h :::;olici tors. 

"eUll CamI,b£ll, ,'lho 'as invo1vc:d in the di:;i;urL(1nces a·t l\lbany 

l'rh~o~ referred to p,-:~agr"'ph 2 above, h - s :'odged <1:' (ippJ~cation 

"J,Lth the Co,Emission aL;egjng LreacheE 0:: l~rt.icles 3 (torture) I 

G anc1 8 ,(right to respect of I j ntej,,- aJ.j Cl f correspondence) ------

llrising out of the JUllnner in \lhich he VluS dealt \Id t.h by 

the prison autho:ci tics in t!18 afte:rTIlaUl of t,he distu :')ance. 

According t.O press reports I the COITU,1ission has asked t.he 

Bri·t.:ish Gcvc:cn'nent t:o reply to the specific chargeS in this 

c ase, whic]l is generally regarded a s being a test c ase . 

Department of :Foreian Affairs 

!Scpt~mb~r , 19 7 7 
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