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Press Conference given by the Taoiseach following his and the 

Minister's meeting of 28 September 1977 with the British Prime 

Minister, Mr. Callaghan, the Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland, Mr. Hason, and the Minister of State at the FCO, 

Mr. Frank Judd. 



• 
Taoiseach: 

• 
As you bow, t!l.e purpos e of my visit was "to have a cOn.3ul ;a"ticn 

and discussion ~th the 3ritish Prime ~nister, Xr Callaihan • 

This was the first opportl!ni ty that I haye had si:lce I «as 
ou::-

elected Taoiseach to ::leet him oecause off axrangements, ~6ich 

unfortunately couldn't brins u~ together sooner, 

we had to wait until now and I am glad to say that we had a ver:y 

fuJ.l discussion on ••• not only on the North or Ixeland. but on 

most aspects that affe~t rei\ations, economic and otherwise, 

between our two Governments. lfie spoke in relation to the 

:<.EC md on mutual probleUlS in. bnt respect, son::.e bilateral 

problems, economic, but of course the main part of our discussiO"".-S 

centred on the Nort~ern Ixeland situa~ion. 3efore I cane I ~as 

concerned tiat recent events ga're some people at laast the 

impression tr...at there was a mOV9 tm.rards integration for exa::l.'ole 
t - , 

by reason of t:'e Northern Unionists voting id~::t the 3ri -::"s~ 

Governmem; in certain divisions in the 50use of ~OI!l.!!lcns, by r;;:!~on 

of fr,e es~olish.::nent of the Spe~erls '::cni'erence -,±e purpose of 

which is to increase the representation of Norfuern I.rel.:u:ld 

members in ~estminster. 'lli ere was tha t -: e eling ) ~1.en, tn.a -:: all 

devolved gO"rern::lent .::L.'ld I -f1a3 verJ happy to get ";b.s :-:l.Ssurance 

from Hr Callaghan today t:-:at it was and remai..neci the policy of be 

Bri ~ish Govern:n en t to ;,~ve devolved gover-'.u.!Ilen t wi tC powe=-shax~5 

shar:'::;-. 

',le also di::lcU3Sed economic i.."li i:ia':ives ~s bet-..reen Ireland a..cci 

but, pa.r-:icw.:~r , 

this topic . 

C::-Os3-oo::-de= 

/""..:".:-..: ..... .: "l-' 
~ _J. _~ ... _ 

. ... - .... .... - -....- - ---



We discussed also ou= mutual interests in the E8C, the expan3ion 

of the 3ZC, t~at is the tr~~tment of the applicatio~~ of Gr~ece, 

Por~al and Spain • "ile discussed also the direct elec t ions in 

• respect of which "the:=e is ••• will be legislation before both 

parlianen-;;3 when ~hey resume after the sUliIlIler recess and I!l.any 

other matters,for examplf',tbe Continental Shelf and things of 

that nature but., perhaps, I have said enough and you might like to 

ask specific questions on other aspects. 

Q.. During the election campaign your party were pretty critical 

of a lack of Government ini tia ti ire, British Government 

initiative,to get a political settlement in Northern Ireland. 

We:=e you totally satisfied today about the nriti3h Government's 

efforts? 

I !·io 
Taoiseacil: No /not totally~! one is never totally satisfied as a result of a 

discussion of comparatively short duration but I am satisfied 

that they are anxious to make a pOlitical initiati7e out o.ey feel 

that this is not the time to do so. But I was satisfied that 

they were quite a:lXious and .... Tilling to make economic j .... j tiatives 

and t~ese will be discussed L~ due time. 

CO::l:1i t::.ent 
Q.. Taoiseacl1, you have this long-ter:n/to seek a 3ri tish ~ri thd.::-a:lial 

from ~lorthern Ireland. "l'ias this mentioned today and did the 

awareness of it colour your talks in any way? 

l'3.oi.3eac..'-l: ! ",ofOuld::l' t say the. t the a''1areness of it iTould !:lave coloured our talks, 

bu~ I did refer to our long-~er:n policy in relation to the 
that r.a7a 

No:rthe!.'!l Ireland :?roblem as it is called and/I/said that., in the 

i~terests of th~ people of Irel~~d ar.1 of Angle-Irish relati~, 

tha t there ~.p...s a need to encourage t~e paople of !rsl.and to come 

toge~her by cons~~ a~d ~~der agreed st=uc~~es • 

.... 

~ . 
I . .. • , 
J 
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• 
I mentioned it to hi:n and ~'Tell, naturally ~e accepted. t~t that 

was the policy of my party. 

Q.. i'li thout agreeing with it? 

Taoiseach: Oh there was no agreement of course. I did not expect that he 

would agree there and then and I don' t knO'.; whether ••• to yha t 

exten t he might agree in t!l,e future. 

Q. Do I hear you right Hr Lynch? Did you say there that these 

meetings on !lorth-South econcmic cooperaticn ;tere at "'i-,'d ste~-.al 

level whereas the cO!llIIlunique talks about officials of both 

Gover>"..::J.ents a..'1d, if that is so, (ob you see this as a recogni-:i.o=.. 

as a justification of t he SDL?'s !loi..."'l"';-of-vie-.. 'Which ~ey put -:0 

you recently about a ~ore obvious Irish diner~ion? 

T:=.oiseach : 
/ 

I don 't thj;.lli: the cO!!IIll~iC!ue :nen tianed a:cy form of me-eti.:1g and. 

it didn t t !Ilention at what level they eight be but I 3aid that as 

by meetings at ::Ji.!li3 terial level .and I :::lea!l ~ is something 

irrespective of any desire that the SDLP ~ght ~ava had, I 

advocated before the Change of government in 1973 . 

Could t~i3 be r~5~rd~d 23 ~ sor~ ef ~~~cmic Co~cil of 

I 
I 
c: 
!I 
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• Q • 

the State of Emergenc:: in tte Republic on October 16th? 

1t.:. f2c. er U 

Taoisedch.: N" nat did...'>l't arise today. 
) 

T~ere was some ~efere~ce t3lSecticn 2 

of t~e Emergsccy Po~e~s Act of 1976 will lapse ~lass ~t is 

renewed by ninisterial order. I did say to the P:::i. ~e Minister 

that we had been examining that ~articular Section, we had been 

examining the effects that it has had. and that we probably l10uld 

make our decision before the time for the lapsing of that Section 

would occur and that would have to be next week. 

Q. Is that the seven day interro5at~on? 

'l'aoiseach: Yes,. I aD sorry, I s..'1.ould have explained that . Section 2 

custody ~·Titho"J.t a cr..a=ge cade against tte:l. 

that connectior. that -lIe navs not been ha?FY aoout tbe oa!:ner b 

which it has bE>en effective in bringing people to ~i3.1 and. 

because -th& judges i...'>l -the T""ish cour-:s ar~ 1:0'11' 2.l.:!lost ~'7ariaol7 

not acc€!, ting statements !:.ade, statements or confessions by 

.~ . Do you ha-re a:!!y con.."'1ent to make on today 1 s Amnesty Int8~atio~al 

report t1':at t::'ey ha'?"8 fou..'"lc. consist ant a!ld sustained cnarges of 

Dal treabent a.'"ld tr.e~r do connect it with the proole!!ls arising 

from t~9 seven day cla~se ~ the 3meryency Powers Act? 

.~. .. 
·.L: ao:.s~a:::l : ';lell , I P.D a~o{~e that "the _t..::J.r_esty re::::c.ri has cade several 

c.:l:nplo.l....."'1::s . 

to 



.. 

• be~~een t~i3 seven day detention ~eriod ~d so~e o~ t~e 
I 

a~legati~1s contained in the Amnes~J International r~~ort. 

Q. You took ~he 3ritish Gove~-=e~t 

to ••• eventually to the European Court of Human ~igcts over 

perhaps not as serious but similar allegations ••• ? 

TE.Oisea6: Insofar as one can find allegations disturbing yes tbey were but, 

on the other hand 1 they renain to be proved and I don t t knO"f( to 

·what extent they will stand up t~ proof. They ~aven't been 

exaz:l.i.ned yet . 

Q. Taoiseach, did the Irish case before the 3uropean Court of R~ 

.... ... . 

Taoiaeac.h : 

" 

Rights co~e up for discussion? 

}io that -..rasn rt ner:tio~ed at all today , because O'.ll" atti n:de to 

-t!tat cas been all al::r!!g i t ~ ... as 31JO ,':'.::l:'ce a!ly-. ... s.y 3!:d it ;.ras never 

tbe Court to be delivered in ~a:::luar:r 0:- next yea:;: so ~T9 -"ill have 

to a~ .... ait :r..a.t . 

Yes , we referred to it . ;,'[e had both al=eady expressed our 

satisfaction. Hr Callaghan l:ad done it ar..d I had c.one i t thrC-u.€~ 

a Gove~~en t St3.tamer.t se ~'ie didn ' t t: .... ink it r:eces3a=? to d.iscass 
~+ .... 

I 
i .·. 

J 

t . 

• , 

. " I r 

I 
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• 
~id you r:ri~~ at all ~he eff~diveness of t.'!e C::-i:rinal La~i 

Jurisdiction Bill -nth :.1r Callaghan? 

Taoiseac!:l: ~;o, tre~ ~1a~tt mentioned at all today for ~hat reason r 

do~'t mo·,y. I didn't !'eel it i!Iy duty to brbg it up because 

been no case taken under it . So it seems to be hay;-ng no 

effect. 

Q . Did you come to any further agree!llent with the British Govsr!:I"!"'nt 

':'aoiseacn. : 

" 

,...,~ "" ,:-o.~"~ . -.:.- -~ -_ .... . 

about cross-border security and,if not,does your Gove~ment intend 

to .take ~y further measures agaL~st the ?rovisional I?~ in the 

-=? - , - ? .. epuo ... l.c. 

I ·,....ant to say 100 per cent s~~isfaction 'HaS ex~ressed by ~~e 

British Gov-e::::eent a:::! in particular by r·lr Eoy i'!ason b relat~ C!l 

to t~e ie~ee of coo?e::-at~on that they have begn gett~g f~ ~he 

I::-ish Gove~ent on sec~ity natters and we have agreed thct 

insofar as it is ~ecessa=j- to have further neasu=es on future 

coope::-atbr. tha,; fie a.::-e willing to discuss i-t :'1i th th9~ an.d tl:ere 

this r~spect. 

.L...., 0 
'", .... -

lr.il1ine in Ih.tbl-l::1? 

e . .,ailable . 
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Taoiseach: 

~ [ould it no t ';,e yO'.X!: 

SDLP's a":)ucxent c:'1ange-of-course on t:a.e other t~f'..t ~ie a=e f'u....-t~"le::: . - - , 
a-i.-ay f~om thi3 .ideal :r-st jrOU s?eak of t!:lan eYe::? 

;.; e 11, r lrouldn I t like to say t ha t we are :f'tl=: h er a "ay from t be 

aspirations that I hold but I certainly know it is not going to 

be easily attained or with~~ a short period but the fact is that· 

a devolved form of Govern.:lent with pm,er sha=ing is tee only 

devolved fOr::l of Government vThicn is available to the North of 

J1:el;'_'1d. and obviously sonebody -,.,1}.1 have to over~o~e int~:msi~r. ce 

in orde~ ~o bri~g this about if they ' are go~ to co~e to any T-"'\.-­-""'--

of de· ... olu: ion in t!:le :rort!:l of I~el~d. I ¥8S glad to note ••• 

Q. Is t~at :'!.:r Callagha=. t:3 ans-..,e~ to the SDI.? ~'lho have asked the 

B~iti3h Gove~ent to decla=e their long- te~ i~:an:ion? ~o 

you thi.'1L: t'.:1at that i3 as far a3 :~ Ca2J.a~a.~ is gobg to go c:::. 

such a declaration? 

Taoiseach: ",'1ell, I :'ras:l ' t :!101d:L~g a :::def for ~he SDI.? to.iay • .!... '(ras disc'.lSs:L~g 

devolved Gove~ent ar-d pOne~ shar~g. 

Q. Does the GOUL""Ul1ique ne~ tr. ... :!.i: 3TOU are giving quite str:mg suppo=-'= 

" 

T:toise::.:h: 

to SO::le :orn 0: i~te=i!:l de-r01ution · .. ;it:::in :Tort1::e~ I~el~d t SO:le 

ii o. I ·lOulcb r t say If Y01:.. read. 

-_ .. "'" .. -.-~ 
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• isn't ..• as :~ as I undarstand it ••• this is no~ ~~ initiati7~ 

to rep13ce a local 3~thorit7 ~s ~e know li~e a local c~~J c01L~cil 

or en u=ban c01L~cil. As :;: u::lc.erstood ~1r H~son today, his inte~tio~ 

is to see to ',·,hat ert~nt that e:rect:tive furictior.s ~O',.T carried oui; 

by non-elected obodies in the field of healtll, education and housing 

might be replaced by bodies elected on a power sharing basis and he 

intends to sta:t negotiations a.bout this and, I think th:!t this is 

a very practical move, step fQr~ ~the direction of po~ sharing. 

0. . Except of course there doesn't seem to be any great support from 

ay :>f the major pe.=ties for it .• • ! 

Ta.o i seach: Well, of course, Hr ?vrason seems oto have a lot of patience . He is 

anxious to try a:ld tr'"J again and obviously this is one initiati'T9 

that he is 30ing to t=:r O'...lt . 

~ . Did yO'...l at all discuss tr..e proole:us of 3rit:"sh A==:r en:"1:' ... 'a:--!::""9r;'::. 

;~to Irish territorJ? 

Taoiseacn: No, that didn ' t COlIle '...lp at all. ~'Te had general disc'Jossions about 

flyovers el:d tni.~gs li1-::e that but I don ' t t~,; ""'k that 

ar~ serious at this point i.~ ti::le "'T'y-.;ay .. If t~e:::e e.re i.:::lC'.l.rsi:r:-:s 

';Te ta~e the::n up as t!':e:r occur ~d look :or a.."1d often ••• inva=iaoly 

get reaso~able assur~~ces about them • 

fJ .. . .. 3~fuil .1:.:.1 c:r.m 

d~ lent? 

." . prl.or:t.C 



• of Irel:;.~d., for ex~?le,did yeu express ar..y of t~e rn2..:l~':-1.-:7 

-;.;orries aoout l!leQbers~i:? of the DJ.2 2.D.rl d.id :Iou 3.s~ ::loon"'; 

tec~~ical ~creeni~g procedures? 

01seach: I di~ yes. The short ~~swer is yes I -did. 

~. Were _you happy Id th the res pons a? 

piseach: Yes I think r-!r Nasun ivas conscious of the fact that. there 

have -been convictions for very serious crimes against members 

of the UDR, that there have been statements by members o~ the 

North of Ireland judiciary commenting on the apparent loose 

screening there is of people entering the UDR. I mentioned 

that. I brought that to his attention. 

Q. What is your impression -after the-se talks of the Northern 

situation? 

)aoiseach: My impression after these talks is that the British Gove~-IDe~t 

and t~e Irish Gove~ent are in full agree~ent about secu=~g 

a peaceful situation in the North of Ireland p securin~ a =orm 

oY. devolved goverr...oent that 1iill oe acceptable to both 

comm~~ities in the North of Ireland and I ~ satisfied as well 

that the arrar~emants ~e have in relation to security ba~ween 

both Governments ivill continue . P~d over and above ~~2t,of 

course, I CSl satis::ied that relations bet,faan tae t-,fO 
. 

GoVer:ulent3 i~ carears of 'tiider ""::lterest are on a ve~ • ./ 600d 

and strong basis. 

Q. Did you talk about any special p~otection of the ~inori~y in 

this power-sharing? 

-Yes and its i~~~icit if.not - -c O:::!:l '..L"J.J..:: u e e:<>::act •• • stated in the 

because it does ir. f~ct say all sections of t~e 

cOr::l.Cuni ty could ~artici~a te on a fair basis ;!l which t~e !'ights 

of all ci tiz ens a~ -; ::;:.l:'y sa:f26U2I:ied. . T:':i9 is sta t-=<l i:1 -:he 

. ". 

CO~~lJ..~·..4.e • 

in tl:e :ac; 
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..., . -~ ~ ~- .~. ---.j-'- ~.-. :';0. I ha:Te sta~eJ verJ s::.:ecifi8z.:!..ly ~·T~8.~ ~v2,S said to ::.= 

s~aring and. 'tI'i thout po~.,er-sharing there can be no de'Tol-:red 

O'o-YOY''''r:'Ient. Cl ..... - ~~ These ~ere very specific state~ents made to 

me and I :putting on record now. 

Q. But it's no~ mentioned in the communique? 

aoiseach: '''ell ....... . 

Q. '.yould it be yoU!" view Mr Lynch then that arte;:- all that 

you have said today that there is no truth in the speculation 

that the British Government, perhaps over the course of the 

next six months, might examine the rejected Convention 

Repcrt and possi~ly see whether there is anything in that 

that. might find agreement on 'che way forward? 

aois~ach: In the light of the emphasis put on power-sha~ing ••• in the 

words I have just uaed •.• I did not seek any assurance 

about de-:rolution on the basis ~f the Convention 3.eport. 

It di~~'t seem to me to be necessz.rJ. I have ~een gi7en 

these .very -;,osi tive assurances about devolution a.!ld pO:'!e~-

3hari~g which I think I can accept. 

Q. Given the lo~g-te~ attempts to get power-sharing what is 

poxer-shar~ng executive being arrived at inNo~therri· 

Ireland? 

~ oiseach : I believe th3.t ultim3.tely it ~Nill be born.e in on those 

people 'Ivno are intransigent in relation to de~l'olved 

l ' d'..J d b ,L.'I "T ... • L.'1es eC~\.4e y ",.ne :jes",m~s'ter 

.?.3.rliamen1: 3-'1c. -:'Thich is COlllmC!l policy between z.11 the par~ies 

in the British G-oV8IT'...::ue:lt . That ~he reality of this must 

09 brol.4gnt to bZ2.r O~ t!:ose iiho ar'3 i!:.-:ran:3ige~-: and 

1l1tiwately it ~·Till. It may not ~e ~~ t~e short te~ 
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• 
:::'2.oiseacn: "I!e ha-ve arranged. "teat tte meeting today is on"e of a nu..r:loe::-

of meetings • . HON soon the next will take place I don't 

knoltl but I 1-;ill, af course, be put"ti.:J.g fo~vard ?ro posals 

to ilIr Callaghan, either specific ones or long-term ones as it 

seems to ~e to be appropriate. 

Q. ~Vhat about Hrs. Thatch;!', Hr. Lynch? TN'nat ~Nill you say to her? 

Taoiseach I haven't met the lady yet ••• I hope to meet her tomorroN ••• 

in fact I will be ceeting her tomorrow and I loo~ for~a:rd 

very much to explaining my views to her and hearing her views 

on not only the North of Ireland but on the general 

relations between the ~£ and Irel~~d • 

. ~. It se8!:lS to some observers th2.t the ConseI7ati.-r8 

P!lrty 1 s cOrr!.!Ili tment to po;.,er-snaring is pret"ty ~enuolls. 

iiill yea be seeking fro~ her assu.:ra..lJ.ces aoout its 

place in Tory policy? 

:::'aoiseacb.: Tllell I have no reason to believe t:1.at Yihat you say is 

true. I urn not denying that you ~a7e an opinion 

about it ifhich you are entitled to have abo'.lt ~he te:'1uous 

nature of the Conservatives' commitment to power-sharing, 

but I hope it isn't only a tenuous commitment. I 

believe it is a co~itment to power-sharir~ ~~d I haven't 

. "heard ar.yth.L'fg s?ecific to the cor..tra!""'J. 

.~ . of the 

Co~unity had been discussed. 

and 3pai!1. ~e spoke a~out ~he3e applica~io~s in the 
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countries ~'lho have i;he '.dll and the economic ca:paci ty 

~o joL~ should be ne~~ers of the Co~uni~y. i'/e felt 

2.S well that '!:'olitically it "lIould be a good t~'!.ing for 
~ 

the Co~unity and for the countries themselves in order 

to stabilize their democratic institutions that they 

should join at the earliest p·.:-ssible Uloment though we 

didn't deny that there were practical difficulties at 

the present time, because it took us, for example, ten 

years from the date of our ap~lication before we got in. 

Not~rithstanding the fact that. of course, I must admit 

there Ttlas a French veto on the British a..."ld Irish 

applications at that time from the early'sixties , but 

there will be long negotiations between these three 

countries. Of course, already Greece is an associate 

member and her application is probably much further 

advanced than ~hat of ~he others . In fact I t:---ink Spain 

formally a~9lied only ~uite recently , a few days ago . 

But ne did certainly express the desi~ability of these 

three countries ~eing members oz the CO~U!lity . 
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...., 
.... 0 

7aoiseacb.: 

':aoiaeach: 

"Dress ..:... .. 0""\0 1,;---

i~ at so~e fu~u=~ Qa~e? 

I have explained alreaiy that ~hi3 lS my f~st roeet~g 

;-li th !'-lr G3.llaghan since I '"as ele cted T~oiseach and I ca~e 

to a large extent to find out the up-to-date position. 
After all I have been a~ay from this scene at first hand 
for fou= and a half years and I felt that it was importa~t 
tc=,.t :!: should esta'o::'is~ i:1 0 n oas o o . at t=.a o'...ltset • • • 
re-es~ablis~ in ~y own ~ind ~he 3~i~ish cQ~~tne~t to 

.. 
-~~ 
~---

;·;as a 000 ;.rog!,gss a:l.d o!'!e c?.!l t -t achieve al.2. o~ets o",j~~~ti..,eS" 

in a neeti~g, a one-day ~eeti~go 

r. You say :'T0U ~velc~rne tb.~jx co:nrni --:rnen--: to de-vo17sd ~over!1::e!2t 
'~o _ 

_ 

in the No!'t~o Is t~i3 just -..ro!'ds or will :rOtl be eA'Pec-:i~ 
to see 30~e concrete action result~g alo~~ these l~es? 

-.iell , it ' s a slo~ 'Process as F!'gvious ~"=l-
---~ 

said 000 when do you expect somet~ing to happen? o o. ~ut, 

at least , we see in what !ilr Easo!!. said or ra-:her in that 

s~art 

a """7"','a-· a"" -l T 'oe :1.' e7e -!-::u t ::'3 _ ... ./" J ._..l..L - ~ ~ is €oing to s~art th~se 



• 14 

:,~ :'y::::!:_, :.:~~-i::g ~.::a -:a::"~~s t:)da~; !lo·tI !:lu'"'':1. ·tI~""':::' ,;-ou 
-- to -you': 

aC-';'..la2.2.~r :;"lTayed 'oy ..... ~3. t t:1e SDLP I:2:ve sai.i/ iu.::-i:lg your 

Taois€ac:":.. : I was:l. I ~ :;,-tlayed all by the SDLP and vlhen t~e SDLP 

·::!a~e to ::le rece::1tly I told them that I ',Tas caking my m{!1 

case in lonj:)n . but· "natu:'ally I ~"o'..!ld have regard fo:: 

Nhat they had to say but that in no sense was I hold~ 

their brief. 

Q 0 Are there any plans for !'-!r ' 0 'Kennedy to meet Mr hank Judd 

':':;:'0 is e g.c:: : 

-v. 0 (rep;;a~'2.:1.) 

:'a.oiS9aGb.: 7'2S there are, the~e are 0 In fact t2:ley cave be en ~eet:'':--6 ' 

eyer-J mO:lt:2 now because ::'ir Judd goes to the Oou..ncil o=: 

~Iiniste!'s in. 3russels anj they TtTill be meeting in the 

CO!1te~t, of co~::se, of the economic proposals or whate7er 

·,.,ill e!:!Je:-;e iron 8Gononic proposals at of::icial leve~ !-Ti chael 

An ~ -", 
_LA. ...... v_ cloae 0 

Qo bll the ti~e you ba7e e!:l~hasized a solution acceptable to 

~~:o:i3eE.C!l . 

~ bo-';b, ":: ;):-_::!1_~ni. ties b',:, ~ t:-: '3 ~is 'to::~r Qf this struggle sno"Jis 
-';~ey 

tha t t:.:e::.e ~izs/ C~t:. t t a6:-~e on anyt:l~L6. Isn I ~ "",;::'3.:; 

e pity? or do you tbi~~ that so~ething should be imposed? 

I dm:'t •.• • 
',~ ~ -: 1 I· T'" ..... - ~T '" ;.,., .I..,..::> ,..,.4.;::< '"'; .:. .. ~_""'.I . ~. --- _ __ .. ..1 __ ....... .1 ___ ...1 

... 
1. 
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