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-----------------------------------------------------

Ein-fhreagra ar an titir seo, is mar 

seo'---· choir e stiuradh:-

Any repLy to this communication 
should be addressed to:-

An Runai 
(The Secretary) 

fe 'n u imhir seo:-

and t he f ollowing number quoted:-

Telephone ( 01) 789711 

An Runa :l, 
Roinn an Taoisigh. 

ROINN DU AGUS CIRT, 
(Department of Justice), 

72-76 FAICHE STIABHNA, 
(72-76 St. Stephen's Green), 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
(Dublin, 2) 

I am directed by the lhnister for Justice to refer to f.'Ir . Nally ' s minute 
(s. 2033 0) of 29th November and enclosures . 

The position in so far as the Department of Justice is concerned is that 
contacts at official level have been operating in t he security a r ea for some 
years and t here is ongoing police contact behreen t he Gar da Siochana and the 
R.U. C. on operational security along the Border. (The attached note details 
the :position as regards t he Garda - R.U. C. activities) . Meetings have taken 
place at official level (in which this Department has participated) in 
relation to security co- operation. The meetings were organised by the 
Department of Forei gn Affairs . Ivlat t e r s discussed included control of 
explosives and detonators , che ck- points on the Border, legislation , 
firearms controls , exchanges of information on 11 finds 11 of explosives etc . 

There have been informal contacts on a limited basis between staff of the 
Prisons Division of the Depart ment and their counterparts in the North. 
'rhese related to ·welfare and probation matters and to industries in prisons . 
Other informal contacts have operated from time to time on an ad ho c basis 
in relation to law reform, Public Re cord Office etc. 
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Ein-fhreagra ar an titir seo, is mar 

seo,,-, choir e stiuradh:-

Any rep~y to t1tts communication 
sh.ould be addressed tu:-

An Runai 
(The Secretary) 

fe 'n uimhir seo:-

and th.e following number quoted:-

Telephone (01) 789711 

An Runal, 
Roinn an Taoisigh. 

ROINN DU AGUS CIRT, 
(Department of Justice), 

72-76 FAICHE STIABHNA, 
(72-76 St. Stephen's Green), 

BAlLE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
(Dublin, 2) 

I am directed by the lhnister for Justice to refer to flIr . Nally ' s mi nute 
(S. 20330) of 29th November and enclosures . 

The position in so far as the Department of Justice is concerned is that 
contacts at official level have been operating in the security a r ea for some 
years and there is ongoing police contact behreen t he Gar da Siochana and the 
R.D . C. on operational security along the Bo rder. (The attached note details 
the position as regards t he Garda - R.D. C. activities) . Meetings have taken 
place at official level (in which this Depar tment has partiCipated) in 
relation to security co- operation. The meetings were organised by the 
Department of Foreign Affai r s . Nat t e r s discussed included contr ol of 
explosives and detonators , che ck- points on the Border, legi slation , 
firearms controls , exchanges of information on "finds ll of explosives etc . 

There have been informal contacts on a limited basis between staff of the 
Pr isons Division of the Department and their counterparts in the North. 
'rhe se related to ·welfare and probation matters and to industries in prisons . 
Other informal contacts have oper ated f r om time to time on an ad ho c basis 
in relation to law reform, Public Record Office etc. 
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G2.rda-RUC Pa e s 

1. Following talks between the Minister for Justice and the 

British Secretary of State for Northern Ireland held at Baldonnel 

on 18th September, 1974$ Garda RUC panels were set up to cons.ider 

the following matters: 

(1) Cross Border Advance Planning and Operations 

(2) Cross Broder Communications 

( 3) Exchange of Information con(~erning Ballistics, Exp:• c~ si ves 

(4) Detection of sources of sup;.?ly of Arms, Ammunition a n.-3 

Zxplosives. 

2. Tht:> first panel deals with co-operation in the pr~vent.i0:1 of 

t~rrorist incidents in Border areas, joint operations, the mov~mest 
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of ~erLorists, exchanges of informa~ion, the standardisation o f ro&~s 

u&ed by the Gardai and the R.U.C., cross-border ronds, dere:i c t 
I, 

llouses, the use of motor vehicles for terrcr~st activi~i~s, the 

hi .,j acl-·.5.nt.J of tra.ins, smugqling a:.1d th8 t!·cmsport of lc>go.l 

ex.;:)losi ves. 

This panul meets on a monthly bCisis on two levels, headquart;e~~-:-s 

lt:1vel to deal with advance planning and co-ordinat· ion and local 

level 'to deal with operntions on the ground. 

3. The communications group deal~ with al1 aspects of 

ccmmunications between the two police forces. A wi ~~8 range ~i: 

\adio and direct telephone links is now in ~:dst.e7'-ce providin<;; ror. 

secure ~nd rapid communication bet""V;een tr.e GClrd~i and the R. :~.G. on 

a 24 hour basis. Both the Gardai and the R.U.C. are satisfie~ .. 
th::1t these links are no,.,. totally adequ.ate to me~t. the needs of 

t.he situation. 

4. The remaining two panels deal with firearms and explosiV(!S 

problems. Th!!ee is a regular exchange of information in relation 

to finds of arms ammunition and explosives and close co-operation 

in tha control of explosives and detonators. 
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