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22nd pr·U. lfl77 Private secretary to the 
Minister to:r J'ustice, 

Tb.e Taotseae . bas a•ked m. to · . t. 4p the 

~tpt ot )t.Ou.f lette1' of the 13th AprU ·~tag the 

prleo · .h:t ~J<tlaotse. In ,.,.,, be . · ked m• tG 

fmd ,OQ the tacloaed cow· of .Q. . temeat •••• 

~lltlJ by ·lhe M1nllter .fol!' 1~ a.r111JJg out Gt a 
number Of m i$l.adb'l9 and fa.1le u Uo .... aonce~ 
Ponlaol .- · P:r&Jo.n. 

The Taolseacb -~ that .. CUte: ' afatemeat OlarUi9a. 

the Gouemmeft:t•·s poe1Uoa ta tht• matter • 

• 
f"" -" 

stater sarah Clutte, 
La SaUd& untoa Coavent, 
Biqhgate ~dt 
Londoa N. w. 5, 
Eh9lall& 

------~--~ 

22nd . Pl"u, IVl7 Pr! vate' sec:retary to the 
Minister for Justice, 

For informatiQJL. 

The Taotseae ,has a,ked,m, to,. . l:d~ the 

reeetpt 01 ,al.U' 1ette .. of the 13l!1prU 'coneentq: the 

pr'1eQnere Ln ~~tlaO:tse. 1ft "gt f . be . ked •• ·to 
.. end ,ou the_loud <:;011101 ,. , temeat lasued 

recentl,bJ the M!'nll.r tal! 1~ atlltD, out Gt a 
number ot • UU.d1ft9 aDd taJae. au.t1o '" . conceft1a~ 
Pol'tlaola Pr.ob. 

The Taoluach 'truIta oat. tbe • i8 .. * a.lement olariltg 

the Go_~t. poelt1oa la 11\1. matter. 

" .. 

"~I·d>,.. ' - ....... F ..- .. ~ . ) ·~I 

stater sanh Clutte, 
LaSll1td8 Uttloa Ceveut, 
Hl~hgate Boad. 
LoJl4OA N'jj 9'1.5, 
Elqlaa& 



~Mo~, 
~ r{~~jr;Yf "' ret? 

l~~~~~:rr )L.-r~{· .. c<~ 

~o,,_;;_~'c.,:;:oO,~ 
- ....:.::,,Q--.- D"'"·--

~':',9~ 

Tel: 
GULLIVER 4 6 6 4 

Dear ~r Cosgrave, 

LA SAINTE UNION CO NVENT, 

HIGHGATE ROAD, 

! . ) • 

_,y· .r~ ;. . 
LONDON, N.W. 5 

April 16th 1971 

For many yeats prisoners, prisoners families and prison conditions 

have been my special apostolate and thi s letter is r espectfully 

written to you,nom to support the IRA cl aims ,but ou t of concern for 

the prisoners, and their '-rardeds, and the image of my Irish 

catholic country. Durl.ng' my apostolate here, with some exceptions, 

the authorities have listened to our complaints and avoided 

confrountation. 

Recently I have seen a well authenticated statement signed by a 

prisoner just released from Port Laoise Prison. This man was held in 

~ solitary confinement for 22~ hours daily. In solitary confinement 

.his body was defiled several times daily in the presence of five 

or six warders. These so called strip searches started at 7am each 

morning, including Christmas ~ay, and because the man was in solitary 

confinement there could not be .securt±y reasons for defilement of 
.,,..il~ I this man. I expect the ·~-~ to be thorough. myself have been 

present · a.~ high security searches with the relatives of top 

security prisoners and I have been subjected to both physical 

searches and searched with electronic devices. Never have I seen 

the person defiled. The purpose of these so c&Udd strip searches 

could only be to humiliate and degrade the prisoner, and this is con­

trary to the teaching of Christ and to article 3 of the declaration 

of human rights. 

You are the Chief Executive of the State and I have seen you occupy 

a foremost position inchurch on occasions. I presume that you, and 

the warders obeying your orders go to Holy Communion sometimes. I 

LA SAINTE UNION CONVENT, 

HIGHGATE ROAD, 

,., . 
, ..,..;" .:.. 

LONDON, N.W.5 

April 16th 1971 

have been my special apostolate and thi s letter is respectfully 

written to you,nom to support the IRA claims,but out of concern for 

the prisoners, and their wardeds, and t he image of my Irish 

ca tholic country. During' my apostolate here, wi th s ome exceptions, 

the authorities have listened to our complaints and avoided 

confrountation. 

Recently I have seen a well authenticated statement signed by a 

prisoner just released from Port Laoise Prison. This man was held in 

~ solitary confinement for 22~ hours daily. In solitary confinement 

.his body was defiled several times daily in the presence of five 

or six warders. These so called strip searches started at 7am each 

morning, including Christmas ~ay, and because the man was in solitary 

confinement there could not be . secur~ty reasons for defilement of 

this man. I expect the ;~.~ to be thorough. I myself have been 

present · a.-'ti; high securi ty searches with the relatives of top 

security prisoners and I have been subjected to both physical 

searches and searched with electronic devices. Never have I seen 

the person defiled. The purpose of these so caUdd strip searches 

could only be to humiliate and degrade the prisoner, and this is con­

trary to the teaching of Christ and to article 3 of the declaration 

of human rights. 

You are the Chief Executive of the State and I have seen you occupy 

a foremost position inchurch on occasions. I presume that you, and 

the warders obeying your orders go to Holy Communion sometimes. I 



Tel: 

GULLI VER 4 6 6 4 

LA SAI NTE UNION CONVENT, 

l-liGHGATE ROAD, 

LON DOi\l , N.W. 5 

April 16th 1971 

Find it difficult to unders t and h0\'1 you can r eceive the Body of 

Chri s t and allow the pri soners under your control to be defiled 

daily. Theill treatment of the prisoners relatives is particularly , 

pepugnent .I queue weekly l'Tith the rel a tives of some of the greatest 

gangsters in this country and they too are human beings . In spite 

of the serios sness of the crime a murderers mother s ~~ d 'he is 

my son and I love him' This -Tove is the criminals only salvation .. 

I can assure you that visitin~ one~relatives in prison is an 

extremely harrowinge~peri::enee under the best conditions,without the 

added harassments and humiliations endpred by the visitors to Port 

Laoise prison. I may add that these conditions would not be toler­

ated over here. 

Please Mr Cosgrave, allow the international Red ~ross in to 

investigate the conditions in the Irish prisons. You will have 

every thing to gain. If thereai•e strip searches and harassment of 

visitors pe great and courageous enough to end them. A state that 

degrades even one of its citizens degrades us all. An Irish catholic 

state degradin~ one of its citizens degrades the church, brutalizes 

the gau:rda and the gua~dians of the guards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sister Sarah Clarke. 

Tcl: 

GULLl VER 4664 

LA SAI NTE UNION CONVENT, 

1-lIGHGATE ROAD, 

LONDOi\) , N.W.5 

Apri 1 16th 1971 

Find it diffieul t to unders tand ho\'1 you can receive the Hody of 

Chri s t and allow the pri soners under your control to be (lefiled 

daily. Theill treatment of the prisoners relatives is particularly 

pepugnent .1 queue weekly "dth the relatives of some of the greatest 

gangsters in this country and they too are human beings . In spite 

of the serios sness of the crime a murderers mother s a~ d 'he is 

my son and I love him' This -Tove is the criminals only salvation .. 

I can assure you that visiting, ones relatives in prison is an 

extremely harrowinge~pe±:ienee under the best conditions,without the 

added harassments and humiliations erldpred by the visitors to Port 

Laoise prison. I may add that these conditions would not be toler­

ated over here. 

Please Mr Cosgrave, allow the international Red ~ross in to 

investigate the conditions in the Irish prisons. You will have 

every thing to gain. If the re ai'S strip searches and harassment of 

visitors pe great and courageous enough to end them. A state that 

degrades even one of its citizens degrades us all. An Irish catholic 

state degradin~ one of its citizens degrades the church, brutalizes 

the gfturdA and the gua~aians of the guards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sister Sarah Clarke. 
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Minister for Justice, Mr. Patriclc Cooney, T.D. arising out 
.. ; -. 

of a nw~er of misleading and f a lB e allegations conce rning 
, _; 

: Portlaoise Pri son: 

·, . . ,. 

· · ... ·.: 

. . .. . ~ . 
·--- ........ ·--¥- ·· ·~· ..... , .. _ .. . . -' ... -···-· . , , 

The subversive prisoners in Portlaoise, notwi t hstanding their . ' 
conviction for the-most serious criminal-offences r e gard 

themselves as 11 prisoncrs of 'dl:11"
11 an¢! thai.: they JJ. ave .::1 duty at 

all times to try . to escape . . 
. ~ ·• ! 

. On one occasion ~ nuwber of pri sone rs u s in 9 t.·xplo~~ :L ve s did 

dscapc and there was 1 understandabl~ mu ch criticism espe cially 

· in the Oireachtas at . the security failuxe. On another 

occasion an escape, also involvin0 the u s2 of explos ives was 

thvwrted \•li th an unfortunate loss of life by one prisoner. 

A \vom<m visitor attempted to pass a qu~mU. t.y of explosive duxing 

a visit but was detected by a priso~ officer . It t :cu.nspi1~ed 

. she had smugyle d the ex~losive into the prison ~oncealea in her 

vagina. 

Th~- heels on a ptiir of shoes delivered to the pris on for usc by 

p~isoner~ were suspected by a prison officer as having been 

~ampered with. They ~ere r~movcd , fou~d to have been hollowe d out 

and to contain a quantity of explosive':! . Some more explosi vc 1·1ns 

found ~;imi lar-J:\r • concc~ u.lc~d. All shoes in the po~; sc s slon of 

j_)risoners had Jch~n t0 be exam:i.n c d .and . tJ~a ce~.; o.f: c xr~ losiv~:" were 

detected on sevc:!ral pai):·sby·a.gc1.i.gn.i.tc sn:i.fU.ng rn z:1chine. 

,-
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(; O \ ; l~rill'll l'. Il( nlli!c1i n;?,'; , 'fi1 11C' ;\ 11 ]<. j,l1::li,; , 
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. '1'h e following s tater;le nt h as b(~en" ':C~;s-t;ed on b e half of the 

}1inister for .Jw.:;tice , l',jr. PatLi.ck Cuoncy , T.D. arising out 
.. j ~ • 

ofa nw~er of misleading and falB e allegations conce rning 

. , PortlCloise Pri son: 
. )' 

", ... ' .... 

, ' 
rrh e subversive prisoners in Portlaoise, nObl:i.th stano.ing their . , 
conviction for the-most serious criminCll - offences r e gard 

thems elves as "prisoners of war" an<i that they h.ave (:1 duty at 

, all times to try . to escape . . 
• ~ ", I 

.On .one occasion ~ nuwbe r of prif,;one rs u s ing ('xplo~~:L\l c S did 

dscape and there was, understandabl~ mu ch criticism especially 

. in the Oireachtas at . the securi-r.y failure. On anoth8r 

occasiori an escape, also involvin0 the U S2 of explos ives wa s 

thvlCHted \'li th an unfortunate loss of life by one prisoner. 

A womun visitor attempted to paSs a quantity of explosive during 
, 

a visit but was detected by apriso~ officer . It t:cilnspij~ed 

. she had smuggle d the ex~losive into the prison ~oncealea in her 

vagina. 

Th~' heels on a ptiir of shoes delivered to the pris on for use by 

r~isoner~ were suspect~d by a prison officer as hClv ing been 

~ampered with. They 'were rernov(~d, found to ha.v c~ be on hollov:cd out 

and to contain a quantity of ~xplosive. Some more explosi vc \ 'l<1S 

found ~;imilClr1\T; concc~alc:!d. All .shoes in the P()~,~CSS lon of: 
. . " , . . ' 

prisoners had Jch8n 1..::0 be examin e d .a nd . tntce~.3 of cxolosiv(" were 

detected on scvc:! ral pai)~'s by'a.gelignite sniffing l1li:1chine. 
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•rhere. arc good grounds for l;:now:Li·lsJ th at tho cxplo~> :Lve · used in the 

Green Street courthouse e xplosion was smuggled out t nped to th e 

genitals of a prisoner. 

r 

A solicitor has admitted to a discipl.ina ry comnittee of the 

Incorporated_ La'i'J SociE~ty that he atternpted to smuggle ou1: of a 

pris on a message concealed in ~he flies of his 
1. 

trousers.· 

When craft Y.TOrk \•laS availabl~ r P.rx~onc·rs smuggled tools (inc 1. ud.i.ng 

Stanley knives) and materials from the crafts room. 
I 

Consequences: . ' . . . 
.. . .. :' ·. 

(1) General s earches of the prison are carried out periodicu.lJ.y as 
I 

a security precaution. Thcs~ involve , in addition to a close 

~crutiny of the prison premises and prisoner's belongings, 

a strip s earch of each ' prisoner , made necessury because of 

the tactic by prisoners of concealin~r mu.terial in the int:imate 

parts of their bodies. 
. ,, 

· (2) Strip searches for the same reason are al§o carried out . on ~ h 

the following oc~asions: 

(_3) . 

. I 
. ~_ · 

(a) Before a prisoner leaves the prison to attend court 

(b) 

or visit a hospital and on his return from same 

Before a prisoner has a professional visit and on 

his retuin therefrom. Piofessional visits are 

supervised as to sight only and contact can take 

place between prisoner and visitor. 

Strip seu.rching is distasteful for both prison staff and 

prisoners. It becomes . even more so \vhen prN;oners resist it. 

It is carried ou~ with the greatest dis6retion possible and the 

· . sugge~tion by some journalists that there is an element of 

pervers ion prese nt is a vile and malicious defamation of a 

·loyal body of n~n dcli.ng a difficult, distasteful and d cmgerous 

' job ·on behalf of the people of Ireland. 

In the visiting room (but not in U1 c professional visiting 

room) a wire mc~sh l?arri e r, tab lc to cc.i l .i.n~r · b igh, and a 

L.-

-2~ 

'rhe r ·e. i3.rc good 9round ~:; for )-;:now:u-1SJ th a t ·th e cxpl o~' :Lve· use d in th e 

Green Stre et c o urthous e e xplosion w~s smuggled out t aped to th e 

genitals of a prisoner. 

r 

A solicitor has admitted t: o a disciplinary committ.ee of the 

I r t d I all Soc .. i e ty that he atte mot e d to s Jnug c1 1e · out of Cl ·.ncorpo . a -e _ -' ' .t:J 

prison a message concealed in ~he flies of his trousers., 
I 

. \ 

When craft vTOrle was availabl~, p,r:~.~onc"rs s muggled tools (incl. uding 

Stanley knives) and materials from the crafts room. 
-' 

Consequences: 
" . . , . 
. , . 

(1) General searches of the prison are carried out periodically as 
I 

a security precaution. T~ese involve, in addition to a close 

~crutiny of the prison p~:emises and prisoner ' s belongings, 

a strip search of each ' prisoner, made necessClry because of 

the tactic by pl~isoners ofconcealin~r ma terial in the int: imate 

parts of their bodies. 
. < • 

. (2) Strip searches for the same reason are also carried out . on ·';:l 

the following oc~asions: 

(,3) . 

. I 
. ' .. 

(a) Before a prisoner leaves the prison to attend court 

(b) 

or visit a hospital and on his return from same 

Before a prisoner has a professional visit and on 

his return therefrom. Piofessional visits are 

supervi sed as to sight only and contact can tnke 

place between prisoner and visitor. 

Stri~ searching is distasteful for both prison staff and 

·priioners. It becomes .even more so when prtsoners resist it. 

It is carried ou~ with the greatest dis6retion possible and the 

.. sugge~tion by some journalists that there is an clement of 

perversion present is a vile and malicious defamation of a 

,loyal body of men dcling a difficult, distasteful and dangerous 

' job ·on behalf of the people of Ireland. 

In the visiting room (but not in tGo professional visiting 

room) a ",ire m(~~~h l?cJrrier, t.able to ce.ili.n ~J ·high f and a 



.• 

. ·, 
' -3·-

(. 

t ransparent perspex f.>Cl:·ecn 18" high, divide t he p r isoner 

from his vi s itor. Experie nce h as s hown that thi s is the on 

\v c.ty of prcventi n~J me ssages and contraband from be ing p assed. 

Strip searching does not t al ~.e place befo re or after vi s its 

in this room. 

(4) Access fo craft work can only be permitted if the -prisone rs 

agree to be stiip searched on lehving the crafts room. 
'" t ~ • . ~ 

. They are not agreeable to this. Without th~s, there would 

obviously be a -grave securiiy ri sk in pe rmitting access to t.he 

tools and materials used in craft work. 

(5) Prisoners can associate freely during periods of recreation. 

They are seeking the right to associate freely at all times.-

in each other cells, on landings, on corridors. This will 

not be permit.ted, for ' the security implications of such are 

only too obvious. 

General: 

(1) .The m4jority of visitors attend at the prison at we~kends 

~and this leads to overcrowding and disappointment for those 

visitors who fail to be admitted in the time available. 

The authorities have offered to the prisoners to operate a 

system of visits by appointment but this offer which still 

stands, has been refused. If accepted it would immediately 

rect~fy the position. A small number of visitors do 

make· appointments and have no difficulty in m~~ ing their 

visits. 

~ {2) Allegations of brutality . or inhuman treatmen~ are totally 

false · and vJith~ut· : anyfoundation whatever. l)risoners have 

outdoor recreation with facilities to-play football, 

volleyball and handball. At indoor r e creation they can , . . . . 
play cards, chess, draughts, t ab le tennis, watch television 

. ) . 
and have 4 pool tables. Prl s oners are well bedded, well 

fed and warmly clothe d. 

(3) A number of false allegations concc rn:i.ng Portlaoise have 

been made by prisoners unCI lwve been repeated by spokesmen, 

lay and cle rical. 

.' 

, -- 3·-

(. 

t ril)1Spal.'ent. perspex S Cl:'een 1 e It high I cU vide t.he p r is one r 

from hi s vi s itor . Exper i e nce h as s hown t h at. thi s is the on 

way of preventing me ssages and cont.rab and from be ing p assed. 

Strip searching doc~; not t ake plCJ.ce before or after vi s its 

in this room. 

(4) Access fo craft work can only be permitted if the ' prisone rs 

agree to be stiip se a rch e d on le~ving the craft.s room . 
.. t ~ . _~ 

. They are not agreeable to this. Nithout th~s, t.here would 

obviously be a . grave security ri sk in pe rmitt.ing access to t.he 

tools and materials use d in craft work. 

(5) Prisoners can associate freely during periods of recreation. 

They are seeking the right. td associat.e freely at. all times.-

in each other cells, on lCJ.ndings, on corridors. This will 

not be permitted, for ' the security implications of such are 

only too obvious. 

General: 

(1) .The m4jority of visitors attend at the prison at we~kends 

. ~~nd this leads to overcrowding and disappointment for those 

visitors who fail to be admitted in the time available. 

The authorities have offered to the prisoners to operate a 

system of visits by appointment but this offer which still 

~tands, has been refused. If accepted it would immediately 

rect~fy the pbsLtion. A small number of visitors do 

make ' appointments and have no difficulty in m~~ ing their 

visits. 

~ (2) Allegations of brutality . or inhuman treatmen~ are totally 

false ' and vJith~ut· :. anyfoundation whatever. l)risoners have 

outdoor recreation with facilities to' play football, 

volleyball and handball. At irrdoor recreation they can , ' . . . 
play cards, chess, draughts, table tennis, watch televi~ion 

) . 
and have 4 pool tables. Pri s oners are well bedded, well 

fed and warmly clothe d. 

(3) A number of false allegations concerning Portliloise have 

bee n made by prisone rs unCI h ~lV8 been repeated by spokesm(~n, 

lay and clerical. 
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(b ) That the hun~er str1kers 

are in a b aseme nt in solitary 

. con fine men t: . 

·- ~ ·-,._ ..... ~ .i .. .- -
. . ~ 

(c) That r e latives and · 

fri e nds have been refus ed 

informati on abcut .the hunger 

strikers. 

(d) ' That th e Governor had 

overruled the doctor's 

recommend ation for extra 

clothing for the hunger 

strikers. 

~(e). That the hunger strikers 

had been refused pe rmission to 

wash their clothes. 

(f) That prisoners generally ' 

are placed in solitary 

confinement at the whim of the 

Govcrn:.ox·, .. _ and that the cells 

of such 1':i risoners are s"tripped 

of furniture during the day 

\'lith the resiti.lt they l(ave 

nothiog . to ' sit on and have to 

eat off the floor. 

. . 
.. . . 

~l' his i:-:.: untrue. 'l'he;~e i s 

n o ba sement. in Po :ctlaoL:,;e. 

Th e prisoners in question 

have been moved to ce lls on 

th e ground f loor to permit 

of easier medica l a ccess and 

supervision . They occupy 

sing l e ce lls where they are 

regularly visi t e d hy prison 

, ,sta ff but vi s i ts by othe r 

pri s oryers are not allowe d. 

This i s untrue . The ne xt of 

kin of e ach hun ge r striker 

has b6en writ te n to and 

furthe r co~nun i cations will 

be s ent as ne ce s s ary. 

This i s untrue . l\li thout any , 

recommendation, extra bl anket s ~ 

4uf f l e coats and hot wate r 

·bottle s were supplied and 

are still being supplie d to 

the prisoners in question. 

This is untrue. To obviate 

the effort for weak me n to 

climb stairs to the laundry, 

their clothes are was he d by 

prison office rs and other 

prisoners. 

This is untrue. A prisoner 

may be kept apart from the 

general body of prisoners but 

only for c a lculated indiscipli ~ 

'l'he t e rm "solitary confinemen t " 

is itself mis le adin g be c ause 

·· p1~i s oners be ing kept · apart 

could at any time as s ociate 

among themse lves if t hey were~ 

pre purc d t o do the norma l 

chore o f cleaning th e ce ll 

are a . The y urc not prepared 

to do this ond acco n 1:ingly an:' 

lo d::c d in th cJ r eel:!. ;,; save 

.for J:c e re~~ L :i. on . F u lTi:i. tun; ·~,~.; 

.V 

(b) Th a t th e hun~e r s trik ers 

are in a b use me nt in s olitary 

'. conLi.neme nt. 

' ~ . . . 

,-- ,. . -~ ,j"-" 
' . ~ 

(c) That relatives and ' 

fri~nds huve been refused 

informationabcut .the hunger 

strikers. 

(d) i That the Governor had 

overruled the doctor's 

recommendation for extra 

clothing for the hunger 

strikers. 

¥(e) That the hunger strikers 

had been refused permission to 

wash their clothes. 

(f) That prisoners generally' 

are placed in solitary 

confinement at the whim of the 

Govcrn:·ox·, ,, . and that the cells 

of such l)risoners are s'tripped 

of furniture during the day 

"li th the res~lt they l~ave 

nothiog . to·sit on and have to 

eat off the floor. 

.. 

rrhi s i s unt n w. 

no b asemen t . in P o:cl: l a o i~je " 

'rh e p ri~;oners in q ues i:: :Lon 

have b oen moved to ce ll s on 

the g roun d fl oor to permi t 

of eus i e r medic a l acce ss and 

supervis ion. They occupy 

single c e lls where they a r e 

r~gular li visited hy prison 

, ,staff but visits by other 

prisoryc rs are not allowe d. 

This is untrue. The next of 

kin of each hunger striker 

has b~en written to and 

further co~nunications will 

be sent as necessary. 

This is untrue . l\1i thout any , 

. recomme ndation, extra blankets, 

4uffle coats and hot wa ter 

bottles were supplied and 

are still being supplied to 

the prisoners in question. 

This is untrue. To obviate 

the effort for weak men to 

climb stairs to the laundry, 

their clothes are washed by 

prison officers and other 

prisoners. 

This is untrue. A prisoner 

may be kept apart from the 

general body of prisoners but 

only for calculated indiscipli~ 

'l'he term "solitary confinement" 

is itself misleading because 

.. pl~isoners being kept . apart 

could at any time associate 

among thems elves if they werc~ 

prepared to do the n o rmal 

chore of cleaning the cell 

area. They are not prepared 

to do this ond acco n 1ingly (tn~ 

10 c l'7. 8c1 in their ceL!. !:; s ave 

FU 1Tli tun~ 'i s 



'I'he Gove rnme nt having advance information of the hunger 

strike indicate d the y would not conce de any of the 

prisoners' demands and that the responsibility for any 

consequences of the hun ~;er strike would rest squarely on 

the prisoners concerned and on their le aders . This 

remains the position~ 

«~r ]f the pri soners give an undertaking not to escape , to ob ey 

the prison rules and co-ope rate with the prison s ,~aff t.hen 

the restrictions necessitated by s ecurity conside ration 

can be revie we d. 

(;6) 'Phe following are de tail s of the prisoners on hunge r strike~ 

,. 
\ 

'1'11 e Governme nt having advance inforrnation of the hunger 

strike indicate d they would not conce de any of the 

prisoners' demands and that the responsibility for any 

consequences of the hun~rer strike Vlould rest squarely on 

the prisoners concerned and on their l eaders . This 

remain s the pos ition~ 

«~r ]f the pri soners give an undertaking not to escape , to obey 

the prison rules and co-operate with the prison s,~aff tJ~en 

the restricti ons necessitated by se curity consideration 

can be reviewed . 

~6) ')Jhe following are detai I s of the prisoners on hunger strike ~ 
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;r ~,~~•\ hlE 

l'.hdwc l JlJ•ocly c 

\Tohn J" CL\l.TOll 

B:r:ondo.n Dollcrty. 

Jamcf3 )i'cJ'ry. 

Pintan Hearty 

Thornar; I<ccnan~ 

Scan McGettigan. 

Robert Mci:c:u.nara. 

Kevin Mallon. 

James A~ Holan. 

Daitbi o Conaill 

Philip O'Donnell. 

Daniel O'Sullivan. 

Gcrn1·d Quinn • . 

Seamus Swan. 

Kevin \"ialsh. 

~iEH'l' Ei': GE 

A;wnu:Lt on Pcc.co Off:i.co): G tnontlls' :i.mpr:i.Dol111J·~ nte 

Control o:L' cxpJ.o:Jivo ~j yNn'Dt penal ec1'Vihu.lco 
r;ubn±.: i.! JJC:O~> 

Hobbcry \'lith aggruvat:Lon G yoo.)'!Jt :iJllpr:Lsonjncmt. 

1. Hobbo1'Y rdth 
H[!,g:ca vat :i. o );A Q 

2. Accvavatcd robbery 
J 

Sboot:L~:.:;; w:i th ig~t_ ent 
to mu:t•dcr ~ 

Assault occns:L_on:tng 
actu<:1l bodily harm 

Control of explosivcs6. 

Charged with pos s ession 
of firearms and usc of 
firearms to resist 
t:ll'rest and unlawfully 
ooizc vehicle bf force 
ond assault Garda 

Ch~rgcd with unlawfully 
so~zlng a vehicle by 
force and nssaul tine; 
Garda and pos oession of 
Sirearms without a 
ccrtin ca tc and ma l.cious 

.damage • 

8 yours 1 penal r>8l'Vi h 1 dc ~ 

12 years~ penal r;crvituclJJ .. 

18 montllSf impri~:onmonte 

5 ycnrG' penal EH:rv i tude<· 

. Murder (tho victim was a 
member of Oireaclrtas EirGnm0 Penal s erv:i.tuile for life .. 

Robbery Dith aagravation. 7 years' penal servitude~ 

Attempted murder. 10 years' penal servitude. 

Robbex·y with Lggravation. 8 years' .impriBonment~,_ • 

Membership of an 
unla\·;ful organiDation. 

Membership of an unlar1ful · 
organisation. 

Unautbo:dscd possession 
of a fircnrm 

llo bbcry with nggrat>:n tion 

l)osscssion of firoa1•ms 
with :i.ntcnt to endanger 
life. 

' . Shoot1ng and malicious 
\'wunding contro.r.y to the 
of:foJlccrJ Hc:aim;t the 

18 months' imprisonment. 

18 months' imprisowncnt. 

2 years' ~iJprisonmcnt. 

8 years' penal ocrvituclco 

4 years' penal DCl'V:i.tuclc o 

. Pe).•son Act, 1!361. 12 yoarc' pon8.l r; o:t•vi tudo o 

H~bbory with D c;c;rnvn. tion. 8 yoarr:;' imp1·:i.::;onmont o 
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I':l:i. (;):10 c l Jl)' ocly c 

lTohn J" Ca}.'J:oll 

BJ.'Olldnn DollCl'ty. 

JamCf) }'cJ'l'Y. 

Plntan Hearty 

ThornCl r; l( ce nan ~ 

Scan McGettignn. 

Robert McI;;:Ullaru. 

Kevin Mallon. 

James 11.0 Nolan. 

Daithi 0 Conaill 

PhiIip O'Donncll o 

Daniel O'Sullivan. 

Gcral'd Quinn • . 

Seamus S\'Inn. 

KeVin \"/a1311. 

MlGDult on Pc:;.C() Off:i.c(J); G lllonths' :i.mpr:i.DOJ1lllente 

5 ycnrol ponal Dcrvltuclc. 

Hobbcry \'Jith aggravation G yoo.)'n t :i.mpriSOJ1iil(l))t. 

1. nobbo y'y rdth 
H{jg:cnva t:i.o)).q - -_. 

2. ABGravatcd robbery 
J 

Sboot:LpJ: w:i th igJ.ent 
to !nUl'dcl' ~ 

Assault occnsi.on:tng 
actu£ll bodily harm 

Control of explosivcs 6 , 

Charged with pos s ession 
of firearms and use of 
firearms to resist 
l:l1'rest and unlawfully 
Boize vehicle bi force 
Dnd assault Garda 

Ch~rged with unlawfully 
G01zlng a vehicle by 
force and Hssaul tine; 
Garda and po s session of 
Sirenrms without a 
ccrtiHca to and mal.cious 

. damage. 

(3 yoars I penal B81'vi h'de ~ 

12 years~ P01101 [icrvitu(ll)~ 

18 montllS t impri~ ;onmont" 

5 yenrG' penal fH:rv i tude c, 

,Murder (the victim was a 
member of Oireaclrtas EirGann) Ponal s erv:i.tuile for life" 

Robbery Dith aGsravation. 7 yoars' penal servitudG~ 

Attempted murder. 10 years! penal servitudc. 

Robbel'y with Lggravution~ 8 years' .impriBollm8nt~, . • 

Membership of an 
unln\';ful organisation. 

Mombership of an unlarlful 
organisation. 

Unnutbo11 iscd posscssion 
of a fircnrm 

llo bbery with nggrat!a tion 

1)088e88ion of fil'oal<ms 
with :i.ntent to endanger 
life. , . 
Shootll1G Dnd malicious 
\wunding contrc.ry to the 
offo)1CCfJ <J.[!,aim;t the 

18 months' imprisonm~nt. 

18 months' imprisownent. 

2 years' ~iJprisonmcnt • 

8 years' pcnnl GCl'vitucle o 

4- yoars' penal ne:l'v:i.tudc 0 

, Pe).'Boll Act, 1061. 12 YOU1'G' pen8-l n Ol'v:i. tudo 0 

n~bbel'Y with [I Go'nvH t10n. 8 ycarr:; t impr:i.::;onmont 0 
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