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8-19 ..:; O.ll'lary I h ~ 
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cf .. o.•n an, 

to th p ... ~::--{ 

on t'1e .LJ ng Kcsl. r,J.~Uettion w,tl1 :>1·. :::>h1 b.i..., t:,._ B.'f'hoJ 

Conr..or, !s:_r. Mu] 11) .1d t~>c Rev. '!'horn-s Tone!, chJ.lJ­

A 1. • 1 )cr of p .c p, , incluoing l.rchL.1.sho:' 0 I'iaich 

l.u "C , ll~d r.,cnt oned ... ,... 
~ -. 

\dth cond~tions in Lo.)g Yesh .nd ... ikeJy to give an objective 

as""c ssrr. •n cf then. In the cou rc-E. of mc.k inq arr.:-nc;emen ts to rr,cet 

rr. ·ronetr \vho opt;rttEs -~'"rom the Bishop's pclac', I carrtc in<:o cent 

w:...c:1 Dr. r;.iliJin, who invited n.e to <...:ct, l upon him. 

19 J dnU<.ry. 

2. Dr. PhilLin .... c:id that it ·las C...{tremC>ly important to realise that 

t.hc H-B1ock c&mpaign 'wds essen LL .. lly a prop gandL'l exercise for the 

L_nefLt of tl ~ TRA. lk. contrast. .. .:d the re.:..clion to int~rn cnt:, .·:ilCn 

cvc'r) v1ind ·"' in the Falls Roud ha a protest poster, 'IIi tl; ~he 

prc•spr c-=.. p .... icJll. He aa seen a ltenptc.:c rall ie· in Pest Be lf as t. 

be-~=or·· Crp-~ .;t...n.:.s. The> o,..ganim .. rs had hoJ difficulty in gct ..... ~:1g 

enough peoolc Lo fiil the width of the roadway and it :as obvio~s 

that the all .ndance 1as not large enough to include even all the 

in~ediate relatives o: prisoners. Peo)le knew :n their he-r~~ t' at 

the iso:::uc ;.-;cls an artif1.cial one. Dr. Philbin spoke approvi11gly 

of lhe Governm~nt ' s positjcn on Ion~ Kesh, in parlicul~r the 

Taojseach's handlin~ of it in the RTE radio intervje~ e~r:ier tti: 

. onth, whj h he h .... d hC!('.rd. :~e ·,.;a~ ~ .. :are t!":.at the H-Blod~ c:.r'p~l.<;rn 

't.'a., h ling a hig im c:ct i~ the ll.S. H-:;; i...-nself ·:as active_y 

striving to kce the U.S. Bishoos frcm bcconi~g in;o1ved i1 the lSS~t .• 

1he British were clc~r!y losing the prop2sanda w_r with th~ 2ro~i3:: .. a:. 

On "11' .. b~ut D~· pl . lb. +-1-- h . . .;: ' ss.,..<- • -,.. ·- -r-
" L 1 ;:;, . .... • ..~ 1. ..... oug t t ... t·: t:.r.e 'l:Jl.t. o~ il8 ~.;:;. -·· " ~ ..... _ r.., 

F!."CUd .:t!lG :•1a '_es t. e .-revJ.CUS c:r!· mia.lt :.e ... p to !:'E:dre.:;s t ...... :1. ;:.cc 

some ·Jhal. 

3 . Fr . 'l'oner ·.vho appe:'.lr-..3 t.-: be .:.n h::..s :.ate t:1ir+:::1.es .:ad b€~~ 

described to ~e by~-· ?h:lbln ~s '3 ccnpcs.·cn te and ~air·:~d-~ 

He con fir .cd tn ~t '..- nas 

·.;1-J.ici. v;')uld. :rl.:.· e it ?as·: :. )r eit:.c.: the anthcri it:-'3 or .he p!."l...,c...r · :::. 

for him. 

r 

_._-------

Co li t iOll£" Tl T ••• f f 'h -
I n~ , 1.1 l'.~ cou se of i1 vis:t t'" .'orth rn Irclan'l 8-19 Jan~ary I h 1 

"-

CLL •• • '~ionc; on l~~e 1, ng K sh [)i~uation Vl'th JY. ?hl'hl.., t:. B'sho) 

of Lo'n an' (on .. 01, !s ..... r. l-1u] lly al"lc1 U1C Rc.-v. ':::'hom-s Ton 1, cl1ap_ ~ .. 

to th pr. '- AL' tl,~r of P _ r' I illcluding l'..rchLJ.sho .. () F iaich 

and .. olln Lur.(, h:tc "nt.low::·d Pr . ." .• er to m as:> P1cbotly .. I'li 1] ar 

\d;..11 cona~ tiOD_ ';"n LCJl g I'ef'h nd '!.lkeJy t.o give an objecti 'e 

aG..,c ssrn n vf thorn. In the COur CO ( of lTIc.k ing arr2nsr men ts to 1 cet 

J'r. 'I'onel r \..,ho op~r~tE' f'rom t.he Bishop's palace, I carne ir,"::o cont.l(., 

'.Ji ch Or. rJ:i l:)in, who invited n,c to I.,;d' 1 upon 11 irr.. 

19 Jdnu,ry. 

:;: did so or. 

2. Dr. Philb!n s,id that it .., s e.'trcmc ly important to r~alisc th2t. 

the H-Block c&mpclign 'wa", essent.iully a p~opc gandll exercise for the 

LnncfLt of tIt ~ IRA. Hc cont.rast.",d the rec:.clion t,o int2rnmc!1t, ,']ilCn 

ever wind,,: in the Fal:'s ROa" hai Cl prot.u:t poster, "lit~ the 

pre;,(n C,_, _)<.oic 1. He hau seen alternptc..o ralli s in '!est Belfast 

e.j::cr'~ Cnr'sl...n-s. Th(' organisers had had. difficulty in get ... ~:1g 

enough peo ] e t.o [i -L 1 the \Olid th of the road 'lay and it ,;as ob 1iou. 5 

thaL the alt nd~nce 1ac not large enough ~o includ_ even all the 

j_J11Il1ed tatc re lati V('C) 0: prisoners . 

the iS31lC '/Jas an artific.i.'"'l onc . 

People knew :n th~ir he~rl3 c' 

Dr . Philbin spoke approvingl: 

of lhe Govcrnm nt ' s positjcn on Long Kesh, in rarlicu:~r the 

Taoiseach's tandlin~ of it in the RTE radio interview e.r:ier ~ti2 

.1Onlh, whj h 1.e hu· heard. He ',,;Cl::' =-~7are thet the E-Bloct: CC:.f1':p l.gn 

wa~ h3~ing a hig im &ct in thc U.S. H...! hims81f -.. as active_y 

striving to keep ~h~ U.S. Bishops frem beconing involved 11 the lS5~e. 

1 he Br! tish 'Nere c lour ly losing tIle prop -c.;arc a ',LT 'Iii th tht; :>rO\,' i.:; , : ... 0.: -
on Ud;; b l 

• Dr. Philbl. tl"ought t ... +:. ... r.e ·is:'t of ::essrs. :·.-c '"1; .:r-:> .• 

Freud and ~a~es .e pre lOUS (3Y mic It hc:p to ~edress ct~ 

somewhaL. 

1 L nee 

3 . Fr . Toner who app~ar3 tC be in hiS -ate t~ir~les ~~ bc_~ 

jescribed ::0 me b: Dr . "Jh,,:,,_o::.n.:is 'a COr1p-~s:cn te an"; :ai!: ::l".";_..'i 

'TI<-ntl ,m c.. ::h ~ co .-_ ... orIf':;u 0:::- n~x 1. the C0t rs" 0-= ) :~ . ..r, 

C0nver ·,.t :,.... 
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4 r r. ,... c..n 

vi~ l £> i 

cor r hat- ~o d" () 

s 

'I. ··e 11 re r0 ,hly J) 

in 1... 

·c E t 

ro .. ..... '- . 

r; cr~ ' '- B ~o 

oth t h. 

:Jt t ..JO_, ll Sl, 

r .:/ goc 

b' prlSOn. t ndcrds. Tl f' Ot(S inq pll...,onurs c,;t 1 d y :.n 'lh~ir 

C(ll. ·:~h·.c.f1rLf'rn· r lcnly ti.h&r,.·._~:.L!SS. l r v.r~pfCd 

iu a blank dur lr'=' t. .e o .... y. •rh y wrc p .. :.umsclv r. i. a touel to 

lev their c-ells, for cx<.q-:lc [0r a visit. to th ... o .... tur. T."ey 'tl"""r 

prison tn..:. ., rs only fot Sunday Ad~-~ but I.JUt on :t-:rison clothe. ... for 

their • onLhly visit. 

5. I askeJ Fr. Tone~ about the questio1 c£ brutal 1 ty in the prison. 

He s Lath re was undoubtedly sol.e, insti1ncing in p -rticula ... the 

Hc-~...losk y ca sc• (a pr iso11er who had an e- rc rum dtlr.l g( ) . 1'he ~or t:. ~ r. 

Ireland prls0n service had exp ndf d very dra~,tically and no doubt 

soMe ad eggs werL! recruited. I for exml~le a prjsone· a~~ ulted a 

wardLr there was likely to be r~Laliation in Lhe form of a beatins. 

On the otter hand he did not want to exaggerate this dimension. The 

,..,arders •.:or}·ed in intolerable and nause ..... i ng cor.di t ions. He could 

personally vouch -~-hat. rrar.y showed extrerre forbe;::.ru.nce ·- for e :al'l: lt. 

some had had excreta throvm at thent and hc..d not retaliated. !'1any 

had friendly or ctt least bantering-style relc lionships vlith the 

prisoners. ~~e~e wert. occasional harr~ss~ents. One or two eveni~g~ 

pre rious ly he had complaints thal the prisoners ' Rosary vlas interr : tc.-­

by a din from the prison s t.aff. 'l'here 1.vere undoubtedly occasional 

incidents of violence arising from the stress under vhich both staff 

and prisoners lived. lie did not believe that ·be violence was more 

than occasional . , . . It was certainly not a sustained exercise or an 

atte, 'ted admjnistrativc practice. 

6. I questioned Fr . Toner on v r i0us asp·2C:Ls of the conditions of 

the prisoners: 

Physic_a~ 2cconModatl en: The prisoners .tere 1 ouscd t'::o ~o a cell . 

\'!lli le they did not associ ate co ilecti ve ly the ''1 lls 't!ere thin ana 

the risoners had no c'i:ficulty communic .. ting f~·om cell to cell or 

across corridors . l.p<:.rt fro t.:.c filth the rr.ai p ·o· le·. "v-ia..., ~he 

cold. The pr isoncrs had bro c.;n all the wi 1dovr pan .,s . hcse had '!:Jec :. 

rc J aced by pers f"'!X panes but. the prisor..c!:s had found t:hey could ::c': 

fire to these . The authorities were now putting ~orne kind of 

shield r:Jade £ro .. 1 corrigated transt--arcnt ir.att.::ri a , along the outs1.:e 

• 

rH r~WH 

\l no! nr)~ pr 

by fIr' con C" t 
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J ) J. Jl. 

Co d r 

3. 'ru ,tot e:;t'ng pt 

o .ly L lh a \ 

1 1 (, 

1 t t. r 

m r s 't 

te' y. rr lr<. p !-le sc:v( 

:::". I I -

~ )() + ..) J ... r 

r J00 

1 I da in t'.ei.c 

ar \\'r( PI .... ~ 

J. tl <.l towl to 

lpcv the'r c 115, i r u'(ITrle [ 

I,rJ.s .1 tr0U.'( re only fo Sund 

their .tont.h 1y vL:it, 

a visit t th (c or, 'f1 ey v r 

but put on t" son cloth .) for 

5 . I aske 1 Fr. 'l'oner abou t the qu s t:L 01 C" f brut 11. ty in the pt:' ison , 

He s ia th re Vl s undoubt.edly SOftie, instn cing in p ... ticular the 

l>1cC 1 >"k y ca {a prisoler who 1 an The ort:-. rl" 

Ire 1 and pr i son ser ·ice had exp no d very (r( ,t ~ c lly nnd no doubt 

sone ad eqlj s were recruited . I" for exar ~)le a r r on r as u 1 t 1 

\lardlr there Wee:; likely to b. r~t( liati01 in the farm ef a beat~nt. 

On 1..110 other lwnd he did not vlan to cxaggC't"ute this dimension . ':'n 

ward r5 ':lor}ec1 in int.ol r3ble and n t'Scdt':'n, con~itionb. He could 

I erson -11 vouch "-hat. !rany showed extreme forbeart::.D< e - for c: m ll. 

somp. had hac1 excrete<. thrm'm at thor and h&d not retaliat.ed , £1any 

h~d friendly or at 1 act b ntering-slyle I lat.ionshi s with the 

prisoners . 1here wer occasiona harrassments . One or two evenin~s 

1 re riously he had complaints that the prisonnrs ' R0sary vias inter:::u' _c 

b y a din from the prison staff . There we-e undouhtedly occasional 

i ncidents of iolence arising from the tress undor which both staf~ 

and risoners lived . He did not l.>clieve that 'he violence '"le. S more 

than occasional , It was certainly not a sustained exercise or an 
" , 

a l;.t.e , ted adnini."trative pract ice . 

6. 1 quest.ion cl Fr , rj'oncr on vat'lous aspec:Ls of the condi tion5 of 

t he r i50ner5 : 

Physical accoM ______ lon : The risoner~ ~ere housed t~o ~o a cell , 

:hile they did not asC"ociate co ... lecti 'el_' the N lIs t!ere thin and 

'he risoners had no di - ficulty cornrnunic ting from cell to ce] 1 or 

a cross corridors , A urt ':ro i: c ::ilth the rra~, p -er le~n W3':; t.he 

cold. The prison rs h"d bro cn all the wi ldow pan s , .J.hes(~ held oe !­

r p ac d by perspc' panes b t the prisone~5 had ~cun hey could ~­

[ire to these . The authorities were now Dut~ing -om kind of 

shield I"adc :ro -l corriga cd trano:lpar 'nt mat:t.:ri - , along the outsi-~ 
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..... ll 1 sc ' I . nee ( feet 

0 h ( L,l-.L 'n til( CE'lL·, tLc a ... r-ur'~ic ~ ... v 

d'"' b f 1J' .r- .i.. t i 'b u r r c.. vc n p !"un ( g ld 

f~ id t a ... t:-1~ e'l:i J i" r.1at.1Ud l ... t c.l hiqh :cv bu.: , • t: <.. u ~ 

th .... I f1( s • ~f" very 1 ._.t. :.r < y h '· 11!'"1 ef~ ·c l · u , - - the Lr } f n 

winc..c ws. 1'1 ... > l, r.J l}o· .. ed 'l in. 

a r vi -Rlc } 1 ctd ·· 1~· be ~n op cl. ThJ ~ We s Ln good condit.:..oll 

so far. '' ~ p ison u' rriL. ' 11 .d just n vcd :most 'r ctll f the 

::?rc.vis1.on 'offic( n-;' frc;tt t:.c other pro_~, c;t b"'..ocks into thJ.:. -

some 30 i r. a' l - but Fr. '1'onc·r \• .... d sc "Pt ~ ca: as to vlh thcr t ~is 

would have any e>ffcct on Lh~ p o~esl. 

7. Cone L i 0'1 o+ P r ·so ~r ;: '1'11L ~ r isoners morale ~·1as gencr ally ---- ----
good, con~··d r·.ng lh:~.l- tl uy were confine "'lrrost tot lly to trcir 

cells. Hh:le they r '<•ht. have a st.c1tutm:y ric;:.t to an hours 

cxcrc:i se a day (I'r. rc.,ner WdS unm: ...... e of this)·· this was pu ely 

·hco C'tical L'"'Ca-l:::iC .0 ere• Cl 7 ail do= it since it inVOlV<...d I-.L~f"G::A 

clothes. T'."'" :)ris n ..... J c vailC'Cl Zr...!cly of th'' medical service - an 
as 

early orde,... flo r- 'O.C.' to boyco ·t this/ J.. .• rt of the protest 

~as disobey a b caus~ of a serious ccts~ (~ perforated ulcer, 

I think) a1.d ':las now i snor£>d. Some cases o<- fairly serious illnes~ 

have occurrE:..cl but no more than was norrr(::.l for a group this size. 

There had betn thi s· like tempor~ry less of a petit~ on the par~ 

some prisoners but on the who:e he four.d it surp:isj ng that the 

effects of the irotes , in particul~r the cold and the J.ack o~ 

~yqie.- h~d not generated a grater inci~ence oc illness. Fr. Toner 

could not give any ac-se~·sment of t.he quality of the n1cdica.::. ser J..C2, 

beyon1 the fact that he had not heard it was in~dequ~te . In reply 

to a quest.~un on the u::;e o-f the drug Largactil, F!:. Toner said t!-.c:-: 

the prisoner ~n question 'Cree:rran) .• ad een suc:::cr~ng a seri.o...1s 

nervous bre~ku0wn. Ie '·!.s nov: '.e.11 again. Fr . 'Iorer sc.oic that .• e 

understood tLe dru w& ln g neral reedicai u~e for cases like t~.s . 

Fe d ..i.d not ., hj "lk th(.:rC ·...:cs a. y buse irwo 1 ving rugs in ~:.e pr is::r:. 

3. Cleaninc-: ----""- Fr . ~or.er s~1J ~ha~ the stea~ clean:ng equ·~m~~~ ..... -
L ... - - •• 

had been ~n u c;c :or ...:c.~e t · :-tc had , de a b ia im·)rcve. en-: :n t:. at ~:: "' . 
prevented !1 fit!' .:..·cu:nulat1.ng +-o tn c.·tt-nt. L ... had I;rev.o•J.'l:·. 

1he pcj=cy cf :crc~b~e b ths a .. rcu ts v1herc ':.his "iii s ~eco. !"'.e. :..c:. 

on ed ica .;rc r-:..1 s :1- • been imp 1er.ented i .. I-8 ocks _ and 4 and ".tn:; 

about tc ~e irrl ~ent2d :n S. rh:re had nee resLstance in ~he =-~~~ 

• 
- J -

1 L c en I i +ro w.Ln 'e; J 1 t. s"'. 1 (frec 

of ( LT in ( - ,1-,t n L' ( lC 1.' I tLc a-.l ( r . t ic ~,' 

d b fIll [> !'"un J r<. q act.: . 

to G "zliq.L 'rh ar 1 c ,11;(;' ... i.,q 1.f th pr-Lld !.~ n rnal. He 

th"" t P(;S 

win (ws. 

(' v ry li I 

h;> L.') 

t ~. y l' , 

, 10'. 'ed 

bu .... 

nr-. ef .. 'c 1 ',u~ ~ the Ll ken 

1 i'1. r. onE: r .J.~so JTlcntlcn t:.c...t 

a '"'l ./ 1- -B 1 (' } del ~ l~, 1 'E n op r cl. ThJ ~ vlc s in :loud c(.;ncll. l':'Oll 

so fClr. I' { poison ul'lrri'l~ C,l1 .. just n vC'd mo .... t- or dll f the 

Pr .visl.on 'o[flc(l.~S' fr<';:ll t:,c other pro~\.;<)t b .... ocks into thJ.:. -

some 30 i 1'1 ,,' 1 - bu t Fr. 'foncr v ..... os se ·pt Cc ::.. as to wh Lher t lis 

would have: any ~fc.ct. on lh"! pro"est.. 

7. £~(i..' i~~o_~--.!:r·c;() L!r : '1'h prisoner. r,1oral'" ':lUS generally 

good, con~' 'd r~ng th" ... L. {.;y were confined <. Jmo.·t totally to their 

cells. Wh:10 they r ·<ht. hev- a s"l tutory right to .:1n hours 

exercisc a day (1'-.:. '1'one"'- \'las ma'vI ,"'-e of this)·' this T:JaS pu (Iy 

theoretical L ..... c<-.l~( .1.) or a 'ut 1 J 0:: it sin\.,;c it involved IJr":'~G:.1 

clothes. T'. :)ris .... ., cvailcc.' ~r.;.!cly of tl}:~ medical ser'ice - an 
C"1. 

early ord ,... +ro un ' O.C.' to boyco-t this/J.:..rt of the protest 

vias disobL~' a beaus; 0 a scriou~) c St! (::. perforated ulcer, 

I thi.nk) ana 't.'o.S noVl ignored. Some ccses o.f! fairly serious illnes~ 

have occurred but no more than '.flaS norrrc:: 1 for a group this size, 

There had been thi 's like temporLry IG~S of aLpetite on the par~ 

some prisOl ers but on the \\'ho:(' he ::our:c1 it surrris~ CJ that the 

effects of the prot,est, in particulur the cold and _he J.ad: 0: 
hyqie.- hE not g nerated a greater inci~ence of illness . Fr. ~oner 

could not give any a~s ~sment of the quality of the medica: serVlce, 

beyond the fact t~at he h d not heard it was inndequ~te . In reply 

to a quest ~ un on the u!:)e of the drug Largactil, Pr. To. er s id t: . .:l.": 

the prlsoner in question 'Cree:rran) h~· Len 5u~fcring a ser~ous 

nervous bre k,:0\niI1 . H _ 'ld.S nO\v '.lell agair. , Fr . To er. 5 l.a th"t e 

understood the oru<2 ·~Ic...S in g neral IT.edic",:L uee for Cd-cs Li.. e t::s . 

Fe id not th' '1k th -.voS a-. v buse 1n\'o 1 v ing ~ rug s in ::.. .. 12 pr i se .. 

8. Cleaning: '""r . ..... or.er s[nJ. that the stean-: ~lean':'ng equl.pm<,;!'1c r:':: .. 

lia been:;.n use =or .;c ne t' rle had . ade Cl. b tS lm. rcveren. _n -:nat .-: 

prevented t:w fi th a~cu:.ula .:..ng ":.0 the c.'tent L. had prev1..c"_· :'. 

'lhe pc.i: cy er ~ ., .. ore: .u.e b ths a. (: : 

on edical :rc been imp ler.-en cd ir. :1- OCJ(s .nc 4. 
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c.i. c~ s. u1 c~ ~_; ln H-Dloc'· ~ ~nd lit., hc.d ') -
kn .,; for C r t . .:.n on ?ri c,r n >: h ' 1 '"'J his S~ tll t0C crus lbLr 

VIc....~· no c; r iv c; rt.!sl t. nc~;.• no 1 d hr> :. '• ...... irrr .- cosion +:h t :.rJ.: 

rr·n' prisoner•· :.t w s a gc.:-~· nd to be 1,10. to cl ·· 1 l. •rr:::,elv<:. ,J 

vn. tll :m l loss of pr L c ·: 1,._. 'IllC..' ropp i .:1g of th\..! ha · r nlncle o. t.:Eo:ne"'c 

di+f .1~nce o the U.Pl: ( nee of U. ~ pr:.~orc>rs. I sked about 

allc_, .tion.:; tha' tht st ar.• equipn r.t ... _ ,.t ~r.e matt."" f"., ...; d p, an 

that the disi.n..,.ectdr.t I d sich.c.· .. ed prison r ••• ::'r. 'loner f'r:'i.d th l 

as pr isoncrs vH.r rota tc d in c L ll s the c 8ll~ were dry before they 

Her rcoccuf led. 'T'he wet cc1:1e from 1:- ain through broken w i ndm-1s. 

In dis infect ins corridors it w(.£s possib] < the sor. P di ~ ir.:!: .... ct.ant 

got under doors. Ther:c had bf'\..!n conrl int:; abo t this sone months 

ago. He did not think it vlcs c.n intcn ... ior 1 h rr.:.cnm nt c..nd it '.</'1.: 

done less now. 

9. Puni Fhm0r ts: I asked Fr. •rone;t ab01..1 _ pun i shmcnts such as sentcnc-. 

of confinement to the punisl>m•nL block, th~ cumulat~ve effect of 

wh~cl could be sever . Fr. Toner ddid that ~part fra1 loss of 

reM· ssion there \vere two principal punisr.ments - celluldr 

confinenent ("C.C.") and a sentc•nce to the punishncn~ b::.ock. SiPcc 

the prisoners did not leave JLhc cell, "C.C." was largely thcoret.i ul . 

\-lhen the prisoners had both beds and mattresses the mattr0;, . .;cs 

were ta'ken av1ay for "C. C.". Since t.here was now only the rnattress 

jn the cell th1s was no Jonger clone. The punishment block was also 

little different from the ordinary cells in the conditions of 

protest except that the block was remote from the other bloc~s and 

therefore the prisoner was unable to communicate with others. 

rr. Toner said the prisoners on protest were allo ed only religious 

reading matter since other reading material was being destroyed b; 

the prisoners. 

10. Genera I'c..ints: I asked I'r. Toner •.·lh<::.t cLanges he persona' ly 

felt could u~e"'ul y be made in the prison regime . He thm:gf'!t he.:. 

the prisoners could "llt::. 1 be aUm1ed some non-religious rc.x:inq rr.t .. ~-:.£.:.r -

even if paper~ack~ or magazines were deslro·ed it would not 

rcoresent any gre t loss. He felt that ' neutral ' sportc-wear 

might Lc rna?e availcble for exercise -even if the prisoners rc~~s ; 

lo avail of iL it would at least show that no stone was being !e~t 

unttrncd t.o overconc t.te long confinement. to cells which was one 

of ·he ·,;orst e-fects o- the protest. He felt from the prison 

authorjtics ow~ viewpoint they should allow nore inspection visics 
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st~<. . eqniprk,nt Je t: tll r~ .. tt d m , an' 

that the dibin ectdTl c:-ich. ne 1 prL'on r.. Fr. Toner co, d th<.': 

as ..;'1r isoners 1'1 'r ro ... c::' ted in cc. 11 s the C,L; 1 L' ",ere dry before they 

reoccupied. Th w,t COIl from rain t: rouqh b~okcn w -ndow c
• 

In disinrec~illq c01:ric'ors it w s posslb' .. he. SuI.' c1~ infect. nt 

got under doors. There had bC'cn compla' nts abo t this so e •. unths 

ago. He did not thlnk it was un . ntc n tion 11 h ll:: re <""srn 1 t t.lnd i L In.., 

done less now. 

9. Pu .i~·hrr2.. ts: I asked rr. ' ... 'ol1e1. abou ~_ pun i rh. ent, such as pente-.c . 

of conf'nem It to the punislm nt. block, th cumul, tive effecL of 

which cou::"d be severe. Pr. Toner said that ap ..... rt f=ra.n loss of 

rep ' scion th .re iiJere VtlO princip~l punishn .nts - cellul r 

con'Cnement ("e.c.") and a sent('nce to the punisr.Ilcnt block. Since 

the prisoner s did not leave the ce 11, to C. C." was large ly thcorct':'c 1. 

When the prisoners had both beds and mattresses the mattr~s, es 

vIere taken away for "e.c.". Since there was now 011y the matLress 

in the cell th~s was no longer done. The punishm nt block WdS also 

little different from the ordinary cells in the condiLions of 

pro 'cst except tha the block 'Ilac; remote from the ther blocks and 

therefore the prisone· was unable to communicat _ \,li th others. 

Fr. 'l'oner said the prisoners on protest were allo ed only relic;' ellS 

reading matter since other r ading mater'ial was being destroyed b: 
the prisoners. 

10. General Points: I a!:'ked Pr. 'l'OIlcr ;That chang s 1 e persona 

feIt could usc-ully be made in tho prison regime . He thol.:grt 

the prisoners could '~lt. 1 be alJm,red some non-rcliqious re.:;.' illS ... <It- _!' . 

even if pape"-back£ or magazines ',tlcrc desiro 'ed it '"ould not 

rcpre-ent an 7 gre t :05S. He felt that ' neutral ' sports-wear 

might be nade available for exercise - even if the risonc!'s re~~c:- -

Lo aVClil of iL'; ',,'Quld at least.. show t.hat: no ston~ ':l.:l.S bcing le£t 

unt lrnc.:d to ovC'rco .. ~ t.he long conf incment 0 'e lIs . .'hich Ilas onc 

of the worst effects 0- the protest. He felt frOM the poison 

vlC'\vpoint they should alloVl more jnspcction visits 
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l:o the prison. 

inspiH'.d thC" r.-ott•c;t ti.> the ProvL.,loncl)S a:'P .1rcd to calcu]<<lt•, 

Fr. 'l'oncr felt. c:1"" L the• re~ ct. ion o.r u.r..y nc.,..T"~ .. pc ~;on w ... s lH cl_t 

to be oPe of ~-C'vu :sio.1 c..t trw n nt.:.li t} of c..n orqan.:sation whic:1 

all ov.l'U , rnucn E.'ncour 1gcc..., its in SUC~l a 

dcgr ding anrl dLhU C'..Ilisins_, forr.t v: pt'O"'...C'St. T asked h in. vlhE.. th0r 

i L rr lCJht not be worlhwr,i :e to de ~uf>C' the con.tli~t fo exar1~ ly by 

means of some kind of gene .... al cx.t. ltption fro., pri;:;on uni forn's and 

work for all pr:i.son0rs wit.hout ai~,tin ti_f").,. Fr. 'Toner thougrt :t 

was not unrcaso>lablc for the 'ltLor 1 ties to Horry dbout the effect 

thc..t. such a move miqhl· h ... ·..;e Lro:n th(:! poi.r.t o;:: vicvl of IFA 

propaganda. There v1as no doubt it \·loula be E:Xt-loj Len. One also had 

to remember ~~re were three hu~dr·d IR~ pri~oncrs not invoJvud 1n 

the prolcs L... 'rhosc in hi~ exper iE. nee \vere gc>ner c;;.}]y the ones who 

h.::td con.e to gt. ~su.on or regret their invol\e.mcnt in violenc..; c.nc.1 it 

vlOu}d not necE.!3Sarily be a 9ood U1ing to all ow the blanke-t men, as 

the i.lol-c extre:r,~ sort oJ_· prisoner, to trjurr h at their expense. 

In 'his conte . .'t he told ::n -in stl·ict corj::idcnce- -Lhat although 

Archbishop 0 Fiaich had rE.ceivcd requests from the non-blanket men 

to visit then during his visit to Long Kesh, U1e Archb~shop l2d not 

c hosen t.o do so . This had caused distress to the prisoners who in 

t he circumstances undcrst~ndably felt that the Archbishop Wds 

engaging in a political rather than a pastoral exercis0. 

11. I have given Fr . Toner ' s comn.ents in some detail since I con.::i.de~ 

he is one of the very fe·'l peoplE:.. Tlli th extensive first hand kno·! J eLige 

o f the situation who does not have any political axe to grind . ~he 

genera] iffipression I retained was that conditions in the prison 

v1ere indeed sord ·.d . Th~rc had been incidents of violence and 

ha::::·~ssmen t but alnos t certainly on a less frequent seale -::han sugc;e s te 

by syrnpat!'l.:sers of the prisoners and certainly not as par-e oi a 

sustained anministrativc practice. \;lthin certai;: :.imit.s t!:e 

authorities do try to mitigate the ef!ects cf the 9r~soners' pro~es~ . 

All three Church.cn I spo~e to e~ph~sised the ulterio= political 

motives of ~he protest and the lack o! real ~opular support ~or 

it and r,-/tile advocating hur.1a. 2 d"ld sensi.b::.e at _:_tudes on secondary 

details ·/Jere 2.nc~ine' to discouras 2 any "T,aj or ccncessions ·.vhich c.r ey 

felt would be a vindication for hardl~ners in the IR; . 
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Fr. Toner f"t thct t rCccl.-icn (f ,.ny n(;rTldl I( .on w.J.s:1 ~'ly 

to b~ one 0:: rpv~l.3i"l at th'3 ,Ln4.(t"Lt~ ef un orq<...nLat.ion \..lLch 

a1lovleJ, much 1 ~) ("nco r gl'd, it .... 1'llell'bL'r" to en , .... n sur:h a 

doqr2o' ng c.nd d ~lU I :m; sing !C.r..l Cif prol ...... s. T a!'."l,l..c hiM v1 et. l .... r 

i1- m>J~1t not l)e '1lOrt.h·hLle to cl ,tu.... U1C' ccn liC't. [n'Y (;xam::-,ly L~ 

menns of some kind of general Cv~ rptlon ~LOIc pris m ur.i.~orTls arJ 

work for all prisoners without Q·stin<..ti.oJ" 1'r. Toner thmHjht it 

was not unrE:asonablc for th I -utho!. ties to vlorry bm:.!.- the ""ffect 

th.::.t. such a move might l1:l"Je Lrom th~ point 0: v:"ew of 1.,;' 

propac:;anda. 1'h re ~tlas no doubt 't would be t'XL loi led. Onc also had 

to remerr Der .:11<" re \'.'ere three hur.ur·cl IRl. pr i::.oner5 not invo 1 v~d j n 

the protes c. 'rh se .; n hL; exper 1.( nee were genera 1 J Y the ones · .. ]ho 

had come to quos li.on or rcgrc t their involvement in violence c<nd it 

Idould not nee ssarily be a 9 0 0 d t.l jn9 to allow ·th-. blctnket men, as 

the more extl("lI. sort of p~·i.s()n(!r I to trjurrh at. their expenso . 

In this conte·t he told Tr._. - in slrict cc .. :idcncc - that. althou';jh 

Archbishop 0 Fiaich had :;(ceivcQ requests from the nop-blankL't men 

t o visit. then during his visit to Long Kesh, the Archbishop had not 

c hosen to do so . This h~d caused dlstress to the prisoners who in 

the circumstances undcrstcncJab1y felt that the Archbishop 'dc.S 

engaging in a oJitieal rat.her than a pastoral exercis0. 

11. I have given fr . Toner ' s comrrents in some detail sin('e I conc'de~ 

he is one of th~ very fe" people with extensi.e first hand kno~)8cige 

of the situation who does not hale any political a"c to grind . The 

general ilTl;,:>rcssion I retained was that condi tions in the prison 

"'ere indeed 501:d' d . Ther(;! had been incidents of violence and 

narassT!lcnt hut al cst certainly on a less frequent scale them 5uggeste 

by syn::- a":hisers of the pr isone1.'s and cer~air.ly not as par t: of -

sustained aan;nisl1~ati:e praclicc. \Jithin certai... _ ..... its tte 

authorities do try to mitigate the effec~s of the pr1soners' pro~e~~ . 

All three Churchren I spoke to emphasised ~hc ul~erior politic3: 

motives of ~he protest and the lack of real 9GPular s· pport ~or 

it and ft/me advocat' ng humar.~ dnd sensi.b:e atl':' t.udes on sec0ndar:" 

detai Is 'Ilere ~nc inee to discourac; ~ any 'T'."j 0 ccncesC'ions ':Nh! ch Lhe"J 

felt would bD a indicaticn ~or h rdllners in the Iill " 
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