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statement of Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
18th January, 1978 

I have not yet seen the full text of the judgment of the 

European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg on the 

alleg~tions made by the Governrrtent of the Republic of 

I reland relating principally to certai.l'l events 1·1hich took 

pl ace in Northern Ireland some six years ago . Hov1ever , 

it is a matter of satisfaction to ID~G that the Court has 

r ejected the charge of torture ; has agreed with the 

Commission tha t the introduction of detention did not go 

be;p.:n; 1vha 4; r.-raE st~:-ictly requirP.d , anf~ thc; t t~ere -vras 

no discrimina tion in its use; and has rejected ~llegations 
that the Co~mission!s other findings did not go far enough . 

I regard this a s a chapter now closed . 

I hope tha t the effor t s of all concern ed can now be 
c once.r~tra ted on -: : ·; dc f e::.. t of the co~TI!:On er.eay - -the men 

of vi0lence ·Hho G Onti~ue to maio and ki ll innoc ent J.eople 

today . 
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statement of Secretary of state for Northern Ireland 
18th January. 1978 

I have not yet seen the full text of the judgment of the 

European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg on the 

allegq,tions made by the Government of the ReImblic of 
I reland relating principally to certai.l'l events ,,;hich took 

place in Northern Ireland some six years ago . HovTever , 
it is a matter of satisfaction to m~G that the Court has 

r ejected the charge of torture; has agreed with the 
Commission that the introduction of detention did not go 
beJ"on; 1"Tha 4~ T,V'aE st':'ic-tly requirAd , and th8t t"ltere vTaS 

no discrimination in its use; and has rejected ~llegations 
that the Co~nlissionls other findings did not go far enough . 

I regard this as a chapter now closed . 

I hope that the e~forts of all concerned can now be 
conc6ntra ted on -::" icfes.. t of the co~on enemy - the men 
of viulance \-Tho (;onti~ue to mair:J. and klll innocent l,eople 
today. 
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