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TilE FOLLOUIHG IS THE TEXT 07' A STATEi181l'T ISSUF:D BY T~ RT HOH ROY !1ASOIT r:!P 
SSCID~TARY OF STATE FOR NOfiTIIBR!l IRBLAND, LAST NIGHT (MONDAY 9 JAl'Wf.RY 1978J: 

' I have no"~<T studied the text of the statements relating to Northern Ireland ro.de 

by !11" Lynch on Stmday. During the meeting between the Prine Hinister and the 

Taoiseach in October of lnst year u clear unrlerstandinL of each Government~ s 

position "~<Tas establishe d . I am therefore surprised and disappointed by t 11e 

unhelpful coiDI!lents on Northern Ireland mA.de by H.r Lynch. 

The British Govern.loont' s policy in respect of Northern Ireland ,.,h ich has ·[;he 

support of t'le major parties in \olestl'!linster is b:=tsed on the follm'Tine princ iples .. 

Firstly, tho.t northern Irelnnd lrill rcma:i.n part of the United Kin.:;dom for co 

lonrr o.o the L!lnjori ty of people there so Hish. Secondly, it is our aim to 

establish in Northern Irel:md a fully devolved Government and Parlia.."'Ient. Thirdly, 

we unnt to see more of the government of Northern Ireland 'being conducted by 

locally elected representatives and the main parties at 1-lestminster are ar,reed 

that m1y developoent of the present system r.mst be one 1·rhich both sides of the 

connunit:r can support n.nd suatain . Ill& are not committed to any particular 

arranr;ement as the o~~Y uay of achieving this support and stability. Fourthly, 

I do not think th.nt anyone in Nort'!'lern Ireland has any doubt about ID1G' s 

oommi tment til the Prov-lncee 

I do not need to repeat the list of importnnt measures T.·r'1ich I huve introduced 

over the past year with the sole aim of improving the economi.c and industriul 

ponition within Northern Ireland~ 

The people of the Province, on both sides of the community, are in no doubt 

that there is no q_ucstion of economic l'Tithdrawal. Nor is there any risk 

thn t the level of troops, 1·rho are in Nor them Ireland in support of the RUC 
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I hElve nO"T studied the text of the stD.tements relating to Northern I'reland l1l2de 

by Hr Lynch on StmdllY. During the meeting between the Prine l!inister and the 

Taoiseach in October of last year a clear unfleratandinC" of oach Government i s 

-position "me established . I /lm therefot'e surprised and disnppoin ted by t 11e 

unhelpful comments on Northern Ireland made by I,ll' Lynch. 

The British Goverr...mont's policy in respect of Northern Ireland \'Thich has '[;11e 

support of t'1e major parties in vTestminster is bnsed on the follm·rine princ iples .. 

Firstly, that lTorthern Irelnnd 1rill rcma:tn part of the United I;:in~dom for co 

lon~ no the lfu"1.jori ty of people there so '·fish. Secondly , it is our aim to 

cntllblioh in Uorthorn Irelnnd a fully devolved Goverrur.ent and Parlia .... nent. Thirdly, 

we "Hmt to see more of the Bovernment of Northern Ireland 'being conducted by 

locally elected representatives and the main parties at Westminster are aGreed 

t1~t eJ.ly devaloptlent of the present systom nllst b(3 one which both sides of the 

comntmi t:r cnn support and Buatain. HJ'.1G are not committed to any par'l;iculnr 

arrnngement D,S the o:nly \lay of achieving this support and stability. Fourthly, 

I do not think thnt anyone in Northern Irel3.nd has any doubt about lll1G ' s 

coJlll1li tmcn t tr) the Province $ 

I do not need to repeat the list of importnnt measures u'1ioh I have introduced 

over the past year with the sole aim of improving the economic and industrial 

position within Northern rreland$ 

The people of the Province, on both sides of the community, are in no doubt 

that there is no question of economic withdrawal. Nor is there any risk 

thn t the level of troops, "Tho are in Northern Ireland in support of the RUC 
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in their fight aeainst crime, will be al tored in any nrbi tra.ry fashion. Where 

appropriate, they can be reduced in strength as the situation improves; 'lvhere 

appropriate they can be reinforced at short notice. 

In tho task of seekinr. out terrorists and bringing them before the Courtz, the 

nuc and, let us not forget, the Garda need all the support and encouragement 

which can be offered. Talk of amnesty for those convicted on carefully 

eathered evidence presented before the Courts can do nothing but give succour 

to law-breakers. 
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