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I J c .t 1 r., J ~ t~ n h. 1! - ~- ~ J rJ c: J \. s --- ~--·-- ... ·----

• 
1. At tile r cctir·~; on 2 Juno 1978 Lot'.!oen tLs J.:ini.r:.tu.r a.nd CnJ: 

gu.rrhY n.nd SGcll1 6 s.roch:.Hll of tho G;:,_; about Crossmn.L,len G;\,; 

G1•our:ds, Hr-. ~'>uq:h~' .rc:-.. isc:c..i the quc•:;tion of cc.t!::~.i..ti.oiJS .in Lonb i· . .::-:::h 

and asked th8 !U.n.is·~.e.r fo1· his ev2J. u.".tion of the pusi U.on . The 
Minister sait ttnt there was polilic ~lly no prosp~ct of tho . 
Brl. tl" c:j·· Gov"·J,,.~.,,.. .. ·I· ··av,..,J' ~ lH. 011 '·r'1] c i c-r; Lle i 11 t!'le 1 ~ rd·~t o~" or. -:~. ') 

"-' L t_.. L •. ...... ~ J. 'V o \,.."- • - • t..• I.J -·. iJ • .,. ..._. - • • • * .._ ' a. 

one ha~d, tho for~hco~in~ gencr~l election and th~ a~tJtudes 
adopted. by Er·s. Thr.:.tche1· and tho Con!';ervati ve Cpposfti c:1 , aEd C!l 

the other hand, T~L'..I'O~)ean clc!Velopu:cn~.s on tc.r.rorism, \·;here attc:·:··t::: 

v1ere bei nt; mc:.cle to go t avlay frm~ the idea of politic r,l status fo.r. 
those accused of criminal acts . While t he Minister had dis~u~~01 

t h t' " 'I lo< 11e ques ~ lon w1~n Nr . 
the families of those 
Provisional IRA . 

Mason, he thought the central poirt ~as t·at 
in Long Ko sh were bei ng exploited by the 

2 . Mr. Murphy enquired if the condi tions in the H-Blocks were as 
bad as was being suggested. 
the facilities in the Blocks 
deteriorating as a result of 

The Minister said that in general 
were good but hygiene was obviously 
the campaign and loyalist reactions 

\vere nm-1 likely to cause a furthe1, deterioration in conditions. 
The Minister could hold out no prospect of anSr change in British 
Government attitudes on special category though there \·Jas perhaps 
a possibility that some new designation of the prisoners might be 
ag r eed to. The Hinister also pointed out that the H-Elocks ·were 
a major problen in that they constitute the biggest recruit i ng aid 
available to the IRA • 

. 3. Mr . Mur phy said that he was under considerable pressure i n 
respect of conditions in Long Kesh and that he considered that the 
GAA might be for·ced to adopt an attitude on the question, on bUDnne 
gr ounds . A proposal had been made that the G1V1 should finance a 
publicity trip to the U. S. on the subj~ct and this proposal 
constituted a real problem . The Minister poi~ted out that the 
Irish National Caucus '·Till use and abuse any information t hat CD.De 
t heir vlay and that they \·:ould undoubtedly take advantage of such a 
publicity trip anj of tho GAA involvement in i t . Such a proposal 
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\:o·G.ld be outs:i.\.·la the nort:c:l ac:t..1v:i.-~ies of tile GM~ an ~l t!-:c) 

Assc::::b.::Lon ;.!lot lei be ;_,1::c:-.rc that tho TCA.oi!:'o t:ci: an,l the Go •e.:-r_-:: s:Jt 

\voulo oiJjec.:t Jcu it. The lEnistc.r sa.id tll::.t he c.nd th9 Govcr·.r;~_ :;nc 

were fuJ.jy <....~:<.~ .;:s of the prublE.r. s ·l.:o ;:!1.:i.eh ccH:dltj_ons in Lons i.~csr: 

gi\·e ri~.c but tb.:-:.i .. it \·..:-2-.s ncces~~<-"'.1·y to lH·Jnu hod; to the parcni·: .. 
of those in t ·:c H--Blocl:.s that tho pl'ssent C<:).r:-:pc.ign ties the ll.:..n(~ 

of arwo:w tryin0 to help . 

4. It was agreed that further cont~cts en this subject could 

t ake plac e as app~opriate. 

!L._J3j:! j.f i 
7 Juno 1978 
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